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PREFACE. 



A 



More memorable epocha does not prefent itfelf 
in the hiftory of Spain, than the period when the battle 
was fought, which overturned the government of the 
Goths, and eftablHhed the power of the Arabians in 
that kingdom. From the year 719 down to 759, the 
country was ruled by governors, appointed by the Ca- 
liphs of Damafcus, till at length Abdul rahnien, the 
laft of the 111 mi ad family, threw off the yoke of the 
barbarous Abdalla, of the houfe of Abbas, and became 
the firft king of Cordova. This city was confiderable 
even in the time of the Romans, and being enlaced 
and embellifhed by the Caliphate governors, and 
during the reign of Abdulrahmen and his fucceffors, 
became eminent in arts and arms, in magnificence and 

« % learning, 
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learning, and was juftly efteemed the mod fplendid 
city in Europe ; and what renders it the more deferving 
of notice, is, that the reft of Europe was immerfed 
in barbarity at this period, which, in our days, is 
diftinguilhed by the difgracefiil appellation of the dark 
age. In the midft of this profperity, however, there 
was a ftone in the mountain, which, in the commence- 
ment of its coilrfe, unnoticed, rolled on, and accumu- 
lating in the -progrefs, after a lapfe of near eight 
hundred years, with fcarce any intermiffion of warfare, 
like the rod of Aaron, fwallowed up the empire of the 
conquerors. 

For, about fix years after the battle of Xeres, the 
brave Pelagius, ftarting from a fmall and mountainous 
territory of the Afturias, whither he had retired with a 
few illuftrious followers, ventured forth, and, after * 
feries of vi&ories, eftablifhed the kingdom of Leon. 
The Arabians, or Saracens, inattentive at firft to the 
progrefs of their enemies in the heart of Spain, bent 
their views upon the conqueft of Europe, which they 
threatened to overrun, when they received a fignal 
defeat from Charles Martel on the banks of the Loire, 
whither they had puflied their vi&ories ; in this battle 
three hundred thoufand Moors are related to have pe- 
xifhed. Charlemagne, the grandfon of Charles Martel, 

was 
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was alfo engaged io many fuccefsful combats with 
thefe invaders ; but in one of them, the battle of Ron- 
cefvalles, fo celebrated in Romance, he was defeated, 
acd the Count Palatine Orlando, and many of the 
peers of France were (lain. The Moors, however, by 
this time, began to find fufficient employment for their 
arms at home, for the valour of the fuccefifors of Pe- 
lagius and the Chriftians, encouraged, no doubt, by 
the divifions among their enemies, and the many petty 
fovereignties that ftarted up at the beginning of the 
eleventh century, had fucceffively formed the kingdoms 
• of Caftile and Arragon, as well as Leon. 

It would greatly exceed the limits of a Preface, to 
attempt a regular account of thefe wars ; fuffice it to 

" fay, that Alphonfo the VI. conquered Toledo in io8£, 
when in izis, another formidable invafion of the 
Moors, under Miramamolin, from Africa, threatened 
the entire fubjugation of the kingdom of Spain; a 

'battle was at length fought near Tolofo, which, after 
a hard ftruggle, finally terminated in farbr of the 
Chriftians. In 1234, Ferdinand the III* conquered 
Cordova; and from that period, after five hundred 
years of fplendour, the glory of the city declined* 
About this time a powerful kingdom arofe in Granada, 
which had been peopled at the firft invafion of Spain, 
a 1 by 
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by ten tboufatid horfemen of Syria and Irak, the chil- 
dren of the moft noble of the Arabian tribes, who at 
firft made the city of Almeria the feat of government, 
and refidence of their. kings, when in 1236, Mahomet 
Alhamar afcended the throne, and transferred the go- 
vernment to the city of Granada, making it not only 
the capita} of his kingdom, but of all the remaining 
JMoorifh territories in Spain. Shortly after this period* 
Valencia, (which had before, during the time pf the 
famous Cid Rodrigo Diaz de Bivar, been won by the 
ChriHiaris) Murcia, Seville, and Andaiufia, were taken 
by king Ferdinand the III. and his fucceffors, notwith- 
{landing which, the city and kingdom of Granada 
continued to flourifh for the fpace of 355 years, till at 
length, weakened by inteftine divifions, it could n6 
longer withftand the attacks of the united kingdoms of 
Caftile and Arragon, and fell a prey to the triumphant 
arms of Ferdinand and IfaHella. This was the period 
of Spanifli glory ; the Canary Iflands were conquered 
about the fame time, and the Continent of America* 
wasalfo discovered by Columbus. ' 

It 

• The letters of Hernando del Pu^gar, whom Gines Peret fo 
frequently quotes, at the conclufion of this hiftory, are pairfculariy 
tatereitiag, as they relate to (he difcovery of America, as well as 

tbV 
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It would have afforded me a confiderable degree of 
pleafure, to have been able to colled any further au- 
thentic memorials of Cities Perez, the Spanifli author* 
than what he has himfelf furniflied me with. The 
wofk before us confifts of two volumes, both called 
Las Guerras Civiles, or the Civil Wars of Granada ; 
but the events related in the fecond volume, happened 
feventy-feven years after the conqueft of that kingdom 
hy the Chriftians, and record the rebellion of the 
Moors in the Alpujarra mountains, while the firft vo- 
lume profeffes uniformly to treat alone q{ what paffe.d 
within the city of Granada. In the fecond volume, 
.however, is contained the only particulars to be ga- 
thered of Gines Perez himfelf, except as to th6 manner 
in which he became poffeffed of the original mamrfcript 
of the Moorilh author — page 385;; from Gines Perez 
•we learn, that he lived in the time of the grand rebel- 
lion, and followed the ftandard of the Marqui? of 
Velez, Don Lewis Faxardo, for three years ; he de- 
dares himfelf to have been an eye witnefs of moft of 

a 4 the 

1 

&e events contained in, Las Guerras Civiles, and,other affairs of 
Spain, They are written- in pure Latin, and are contained in one 
folio volume, together with the letters of Peter Martyr, Theft 
letters had become exceeding fcarce, and not to be found, when the 
Frefident Lemoignoa facrificed his copy to hate them reprinted, 
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the events which he relates in the fecond volume, and 
to have taken particular care in colle&ing the others 
from the chief actors themfelves. At the eonchifion 
of the hiftory he adds, ". Gines Perez, native of Mur- 
cia, finiflied the fair copy of this work, to the glory of 
our Lord, on the aad of November, 1597." This 
firft volume was printed by John Gracian, in Alcala 
bf Henares, in the year 1 601, at the expence of Angelo 
Tabano, a Venetian, who feems to have eftablilhed 
himfelf in Madrid, and who ha& dedicated it to Don 
John of Arragon. There are two complimentary fon- 
^ nets to Angelo Tabano, one in Spaniflj, and one in 

v^ 1 Italian, and a third to the glory and honor of Spain, 

which have been omitted in fubfequent editions of the 
work, 

. I. now proceed to fpeak of the authenticity of the 
work itfelf. Gines Perez affirms, that he took the firft 
volume from the manufcript of a Moor, a native of 
Granada, whofe name appears by the title page to the 
firft edition, to have been Abenhamiri ; it is affirmed 
(page 385) that the Moor's grandfon gave the manu- 
fcript to a Jew, who prefented it to Don Manuel Ponce 
de Leon, lord of Baylen. It feems the Jew was en«* 
gaged to tranflate the manufcript into Spanifh, but 
perhaps not being fufficiently acquainted with that lan- 
guage 
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guage to do juftice to his author, or from fotne other 
motive, it was afterwards put into the hands of Gines 
Perez for the like purpofe. If the Arabian manuscript 
could now be found, by fetching the Archives of the 
Ponce de Leon family, from whom, I believe, the dukes 
pf Arcos are defcended , it would eftablifh the fa& beyond 
. difpute, which at prefent is involved in fome difficulty ; 
however, I cannot entertain the flighteft doubt but « 
Gines Perez had an original manufcript before him, 
from which he translated the firft volume of his Las 
Guerras Civiles, at the fame time, that I am ready ; 
to admit, he has introduced many interpolations of his ' 
own ; a partiality to the Chriftians prevails through 
the whole book, and there certainly are fome paflages 
which a Moor could not have wrote. But on the other 
hand, the accurate knowledge of the Moorifh tribes 
and lineages fettled in Granada, before the conqueft of ' 
the city by the monarchsof Caftile, could, I think, 
only be known to a cotemporary Moor, and not to 
another, who wfrote at the diftance of a century after 
the period of the hiflory, and pretty clearly eftablifhes 
the work to be of Moorifh origin* 

Gines Perez conftantly- refers to the romances or ! 
ballads, for the truth of what he affirms, taking great 
pains to prove the time when, and the perfons on whom 

they 



-they were feverally made- There is a fragment of 
one of the ballads, which I purpofely referred from 
the body of the work to introduce in this place : men- 
tioning at page 51 of the Englifh tranflation, that the 
Moor Abenamar was highly enamourel of Galiana of 
Almeria, Gines Perez proceeds to inform us, that it 
was on this Galiana the ballad was made, which he 
calls a well-known ballad, and not on Galiana of To- 
ledo, as another romance wrongly afferts ; " for," 
continues he, *' the latter lived long prior to the days 
of the Abenamars, when Toledo was originally in the 
hands of the Chrillians, and was carried away from 
Toledo to Marfeilles, by -Charles Martel. Abenamar 
himfelf was moreover grandfon to the Abenamar, of 
whom Don John the I. made the demands recorded in 
the ballad, page 35. It is evident from Gines Peres 
that not only one, but two ballads on Galiana, were 
extant at the time he tranflated the "hiftory, and which 
he calls well-known ballads ; and from this it is clear, 

^ the work could not have been wrote to introduce the 
ballads, as be would not then have broken off with an 
&c. after the fourth verfe, in a ballad fo particularly 

ycurious, as the reader may judge from the following 
translation, and which Gines Perez could only have 
omitted, from* its being,, as he relates, a well-known 
ballad, 

I* 



PEBtACB. *& 

In the Almeria * gardens 

Gallant Abenamar flood, 
. Fronting Galiana's palace, 
[ Whom with generous love he woo*d. 



i 



Thoughtful on his cloak reclining, 
And his carpet was his fhield ; 

With his lance fix'd firm before him : 
tMuch to fix the lance a-field ! 

With the bridle reins drawr^ backward. 
O'er the faddle ftands his deed, 

Faft between two neighb'ring land-mark«* 
That he may not ftraj nor feed. 



An 



* El buerto, in the SpanHh, dignifies a cultivated ganffih; but la 
buerta, a Tub : fern : the cultivated country, which ia the fertile/ 
parts of Spain is a perfect Paradife, producing vines, figs, almonds, 
olives, and mulberries, in the greateft perfection, while wheat, bar- 
ley, and other grain, is fowed beneath the trees, which explains 
the third verfe, where the land-marks are mentioned. 

«f In combats, where the lance or javelin was thrown from thf 
Jiand, it would naturally fatten and quiver in the ground ; but to 
dart it down upright or perpendicular, and make it ftick faft, which 
is the meaning of the term dUtiwr fu fanza, required a confldcrable 
m&m of iUength. 
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An almond-tree he was obferving, 

Whofe fair bloffoms by the wind,. 

By the bleak north-eaft were fhriveird 
Still to every flow'r unkind. &c. 

But there is a ballad in the work evidently intended to 
introduce the names of the princes and captains of king 
Ferdinand, who were prefent at the conqueft of 'Gre- 
nada, which might naturally lead fo judicious a reader 
as Dr* Percy, the prefent bifhop of Dromore, to con- 
clude the hiftory was written as an introduction for 
the ballads ; it is the romance of Garcilafo de la Vega, 
who twice in the courfe of the hiftory is mentioned to 
have died long before the time of the conqueft, pages 
%% and 104, where his battle was painted on Sarracino's 
chariot. Gines Perez has, I am inclined to think, con- 
nected «*nd joined the ballad of Garcilafo with fome 
other ballad, which records the building of Santa Fe. 

Till the time I was preparing this Preface for the 
prefs, I was not aware that any of the ballads from 
Las Guerras Civiles, had been* attempted in Englifh, 
except the two, fo beautifully rendered by Dr. Percy, 
when, turning over Pinkerton's Ancient Ballads, with 
a friend, I difcovered by accident, that the ballads at 
pages 99 (turned into Engliih in a moft unmuucal kind 
of vejfe) and 133, and three of the ballads on Gazul, 

improperly ' 
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improperly jumbled together, with the ballad on 
Alonfo de Aguilar, the laft but one in the book ; from 
the mis-tranflations in the firft of the ballads, I con- 
ceive the perfon who attempted the tranflation had a 
very imperfect knowledge of the *Spanifh language, 
and in the laft he fpeaks of the Alpujarra wall, mif* 
taking the mountains for a city. The fight of thefe 
ballads have however induced me, in the fmall pocket 
volume I am publishing of the ballads in this work, 
and from the twelve Peers of France, to introduce a 
fpecimen of, I believe, every kind of regular meafure, 
in which it is poffible to render the ballads in Englilh. 
But in the ballads in this work, I have chofen the mea- 
fure ufed by Dr. Percy in his Alcanzor and Zayda, 

and Gentle River, as confidering no fpecies of verfe 

i 
more appropriate* 

Of the pronunciation of the Spanifh language, - I 
fhall only remark, in order to facilitate the reading of 
the work, that every fyllable is pronounced, and the 
accents generally laid on the laft but one ; this makes 
Almeria, Andalufia, &c. words of four and five fyl- 
lables, pronounced Almeria, Andalusia, Abencerrages. 

Alabez, Gazul, Fatima, &c. are however excep- 
tions to this rule. 

The 

• Ptnkerton calls this ballad, page 99, one of the weakeft, while 
D*Ifra«H, a writer of real U&t, takes notice of its great fimplicity 
aid beauty* 
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The part of the work, generally considered fabulous, 
is the inventions mentioned, to have been difplayed in 
Abenamar's tilt of the ring ; it is certain the mechani- 
cal ingenuity and magnificence difplayed at this tilt 
challenges the rivalfhip of the moft improved age . in 
human invention and grandeur. But whether they fur- 
paffed the poffibility of execution by the people of* 
whom they are recorded, I muft leave to the decifion 
of thofe who have paid more attention to the fubjeft, 
only remarking that the Moore, of Granada were cele- 
brated for their ingenuity and magnificence, and that 
as to the fports themfelves, they remained in ufe long 
after-the conqueft of the kingdom by the Chriftians. 
Thus Aloufo de Ercilla, in the fifth book of the Arau- 
cana, a Spanifh epic poem of confiderable merit, haft 
thefe lines ;— 

As when, in Caftile, all in bright array, 
Ja fetes of canes the Spanifh nobles play, 
When troop to troop in concert they oppofe, 
And with light Ihields repel the well-aim'd blows, 

jand the game is ftill in common ufe among the Arabs. 

The /port of bearing off the fufpended ring on the 
point of a lance, readily explains itfelf ; but thefe and 

man/ 
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many other games of chivalry, particulary the Quin- 
tain, introduced by Philip the II. into England, were 
common in thefe romantic ages. 

The ballads in the fecond volume of Las Guerrasr 
Civiles de Granada, or rather of the rebellion in the 
Alpujarras, are more of an hiftorical nature than tboie 
in this volume: but they are not lefs excellent, and 
fhould I be fo fortunate as to meet the encouragement 
of the public, I (hall very foon introduce them to no- 
tice. Where I found duplicates or the ballads, I have 
uniformly chofen the one which appeared to me the 
beft, as they could only be rendered into Englilh in 
nearly the fame terms; but at page 318, where there 
nvas fome little variation in the laft three verfes, I have 
tranflated both of them. The ancient ballads of Spain: 
have an acknowledged pre-eminence over thofe of 
other nations, and in point of excellence, Dr, Percjp 
obferves, none exceed thofe of Las Guerras CivileS ; 
the Englifh drefs they now wear, will, I hope, not 
appear wholly contemptible; and that the book, which 
is held in the higheft estimation, wherever the Spanish 
language is underftood, may meet a favorable reception 
in this country. 



THE 



SONNET, 

TO THE GLORY ANJ> HONOR. OP SPAIN. 



Hail, golden era of illuftrious Spain, 

When, with tranfcendent glory, blazon* d high, 
Alike both arts and arms triumphant reign, 

As ftiines the fun amidft the ftarry iky! 
Hail, golden era! both with deeds renown'd, 

And learning to record thy valour blefs'd ; 
Thy fons are with immortal glory crown'd, 

Of noble minds and native worth poffefs'd. 
Well may the facred nine thy praifes fing, 

That on Parnaffus' happy fummit dwell. 
Where rich draughts quaffing at the plenteous fpring. 

They tune to heavenly ftrains the breathing fhell. 
O'er thee, delighted,* ftill they love to pour 
The choice!! treafures of their ample ftore. 



It is requefied no perfon . will attempt to fet any of the 
ballads in this, or the fmall volume, to mufic, as 
they are already in the hands of an eminent compofer, 
and will be publifhed by fubfcription, whereof due 
notice will be given. 
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Page 6 a, line 5, for love, read leave. 

— 63, —1% —from, — to. 

— 3 66 > — J 4> — 1 19 l > — H9 1 - 

— 405, — %i 9 — the, — he. 
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THE 

HISTORY 

OP THE 

CIVIL WARS OF GRANADA. 

CHAP. I. 

The Foundation of the City— Its Kings— Inroad to 
Lorca. 

HE illuftrio«9 and renowned city of Granada was 
'founded by a very fair lady, the daughter or niece of 
king Hifpan ; it was originally built in a delightful 
fpacious plain, fit the foot of the Sierra Elvira, near the 
village of Albolote, (in Arabic, Albolut) about two 
leagues from it? prefent fituation, receiving the name 
of Iliberia from the infanta its foundrefs. 

After a few years the inhabitants, not being altoge- 
ther pleafed with the fpot, removed to the neighbourhood 
of the *Sierra Nevada, and built the prefent city be » 
tween ihe two rivers Genii and Darro, formed by the 

8 melting 

* The fogwy mountain* 
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melting of the fnow on the mountain. In the fands 
of the Darro is found gold, and in the Genii filver (as 
the Moorifh author relates) and this is no fable, as 
Gines Perez adds that he has repeatedly feen both gold 
and filver collefted out'of thefe rivers.* In this latter 
fituation was this famous city re-founded upon three 
hills, as it appears at the prefent day ; and upon each 
of thefe hills a caftle was ere&ed ; the firft called the 
Red Tower, fronting the Genii and the Vega, or the 
.plain, (a plain twenty-four miles in length, and twelve 
in breadth, wafered by two fmall ftreams, the Veito and 
the Monachil, extending from the ftjrts of the Sierra 
Nevada to the fountain of Pines, and onward to a great 
wood, called the wood of Rome)' and the quarter of 
the city immediately round the Red Tower, which 
is extremely populous, is called Antequerela. The 
fecond caftle, or fortrefs, ftands upon an adjoining 
hill, rather higher than the former* and is called the 
Alhambra; this being a place of confiderable ftrerigth', 
was chofen for the refidence of the kings of Granada. 
The other caftle, or fort, ftands upon a third hill,* 
named the Albaycin, where alfo the town is very full 
of inhabitants. Between the Albaycin and the Al- 
hambra flows the Darro, whofe banks are beautifully 
adorned with trees. 

This city was not like the former, called Iliberia^ 

tut Granada; from the circumftance of a very beautiful 

damfel, named Granata, being found in a cave near 

the Darro, and from whom, by the corruption of a 

letter, the city took its new appellation. Others, with 

equal 

The Spanift Government now prohibits any one, under feverc pc* 
naities, from fcarching thefe rivers. 
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equal probability, fuppofe that the vaft number of Houfci 
lying clofe together, like the kernels of a pomegranate, 
gave origin to the name. The city of Granada en* 
creafed in opulence and population till the unhappy 
time when king Rodrigo loft Spain, which, however, 
being foreign to this hiftory, I (hall only mention that 
after Spain was loft, to the very bounds of Afturias 
and Bifcay, and was entirely overrun with'Moow, under 
the command of the African chiefs, Tarif and Muza, 
the city of Granada was alfo feized upon, and in a fhort 
time, fearing the fate of the reft of the kingdom, be- 
came an African fettlement. One thing, however, is 
deferring of remark, with refpecl to Granada, that 
among the numerous Moorifh nations, who flocked to 
Spain, the beft and nobleft, that came with Muza, fet- 
tled in this city, on account of its beauty and fertility, 
and the pleafentnefs of its fituation. Tarif was not 
lefs delighted with Cordova, nor his fon Balagir with 
Seville, where he became king, as the chronicle of king 
Hodrigo informs us. But neither in Cordova, Seville, 
Toledo, Valencia, Murcia, or any other of the Spanifh 
cities, was to be found fuch noble Moorifh families as 
in Granada, and in fupport of this ftatement, I fhall 
hereafter enumerate fome of them, and whence the^ 
originally came, though not to be too proKx, I fhall 
only mention thofe of the moft renown. 

Notwithftanding the city had fallen into the hands 
of the Moors, fuperb edifices were continually erecting; 
for being under the dominion of valiant and magnifi- 
cent kings, they built large Mofques, fpacious fquares,-" 
and ftrong walls and towers to prevent the city from 
being re-taken by the Christians. They alfo built the 
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ftrong caftles that are ftill to be fecn without the walk: 
firfl: the caftle of Bibatambin, with its wide ditch, and 
draw -bridge ; the towers of the gate of Elvira, and of 
the Alcazaba; the fquare of Vilabolut, and the famous 
towers of Azeytuno, that lies in. the road toGuadix ; 
befides many others worthy of memory, which, in the 
courfe of our hiftory, we (hall haveoccafion to remark. 
It may not be arnifstogive fome account in this place, 
of the kings and Caliphs that reigned in Granada, and in- 
deed over all Spain ; but not to wafte the time of my 
readers, I ftiall confine myfelf to the Moorifh kings in 
their regular fucceffion, omitting its former caliphs and 
lords, and following Stephen Garribai and Zamalloa. 

The firft king of Granada was Mahomet Alhamar ; 
he reigned t wenty-fevcn years and fome months, ending 
in, 1*63. 

The fecond king was Mahorriet Emir-Almuzmelin \ 
he built the caftle of the Alhambra, extremely rich and 
ftrong, as it remains to this day ; after a glorious reign 
of thirty-nine years, he died in .130*. 

The third king was Mahomet Abenhalamar; he 
was deprived of his kingdom, and imfcrifoned-by hia 
brother, after reigning near feven years, ending in 

1309. 

The fourth king was Mahomet Abenazar, whofe , 
nephew, Ifmael, depofed him in 1313, after a reign of 
four years. 

The fifth king Ifmael, was killed by his kinfmen 
and officers, -after a reign of nine years* ending in 

The 
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The^fixth king was called Mahomet ; he alfo was 
flain treacheroufly by his fubjefts, after reigning twen- 
ty-one years, ending in 1343. 

The feventh king was Jufef Hacen Hamet : he alfo 
periihed by treafon, after a reign of eleven years, ending 
in 1354. 

The eighth king was Mahomet Lagus ; he was de- 
pofed after reigning fix years, ending in 1360. 

The ninth king was Mahomet Abenhalamar, who 
was killed by Don Pedro the cruel, in Seville, whither 
he had gone to entreat his friendfhip and favor. Don 
Pedro killed him with a (pear with his own hand, and 
ordered all his retinue to be flain ; Mahomet reigned 
two years, ending in 136a. His head was fent as a 
prefent to the city of Granada. 

Mahomet Lagus re-afcended the throne, and reigned 
altogether twenty- three years, ending in 1379. 

The tenth king was Mahomet Guadix ; he reigned 
thirteen years in peace, dying in 1392. 
■ The eleventh king was Jufef the II. killed by putting 
on a poifoned garment fent him by the king of Fez ,• 
after a reign of four years, ending in 1396. 

The twelfth king was Mahomet Abembalva ; he 
reigned twelve years, and died by putting on an en- 
Yenomedfhirt in 1408*' 

The thirteenth king was Jufef the III. he reigned 
fifteen years, dying in 1423. 

Thfc fourteenth king was Mahomet Abenazar, the 
left-handed ; after reigning four years, he Was depofed 
m 14*7. 

The fifteenth king- was* Mahomet Pfequena, or the 

little ; his head was taken off by Mahomet A beuazar, 
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before-mentioned, affifted by Mahomet Canax, an 
Abencerpige, after the former had reigned two years,. 
ending in 14x9, Mahomet Abenazar re-^fcended the 
throne, and was again depofed by Jufef Abenalmao. 

The fixteenth king was Jufef Abenalmao, who die4 
after a reign of only fix months ; Mahomet Abenazar 
re-afcended.the throne for the third time, and died, or 
was confined in prifon by his fucceffor, in 144.5. 

The feventeenth king was Abenhozrain, the lame, in 
whofe tiipe happened the bloody battle of the Alport 
chones, Don John the II. then reigning in CafKle. And 
fince I have mentioned this battle, it may not be un-* 
entertaining to relate the particulars. 

The Spantfh and Arabian, chronicles equally inform 
us, that king Hofmin hj^d in his court many valiant 
qnd noble gentlemen. In Qr^nada alone there were 
thirty-two different lineages, as Zegries, Gomeles, 
Yaneg^s, Abencerrages, all of the firft rank, Malique 
Alabeces alfo, defcended from the kings of Fez and 
Morocco, in whom the kings of. Granada always re- 
pofed the higheft confidence, appointing them AN 
caydes, or governprs, in different parts of the kingdom, 
and efpecially in the frontier towns,. and polls of con- 
ference. Malique Alabez,, a brave and gallant 
gentleman, was Alcayde of Ver$; his brother, Maho«r 
saet Malique Alabez of Vel,ez jel Planco, or the white ; 
a third brotheri a great friend to the Chriftians, of 
Velez el Rubip, or the red. There was a fourth Alabez 
in Xiquen^, a fifth in Tirijeza, the frontier towns of 
Lorca, in the neighbourhood of Calice and Cuellar : 
they held the command alfo. jn Benamaurel, , CaftUla, 
Cayifes, and other parts of the kingdom. 

There 
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. There were moreover many other valiant gentlemen 
whom the king highly valued; araongft them Abidbar 
of the race of the Gomeles, an experienced general, 
and chief captain of the troops, who finding no oppor- 
tunity of diftinguifhing himfelf in the field, requefted 
the king's permiffion to make an excurfion into the 
Chriftian territories of Lorca, Murcia, and Carthagena, 
adding that he hoped to take many captives, and return 
with rich fpoils. The king anfwered, that he was by. 
no means ignorant of his merit, and would grant his, 
requeft, as it would be only exercifing his troops ; but, 
continued he, I am rather doubtful of your fuccefs, as 
the Chriftians of thofe parts are all excellent foldiers. 
Abidbar defired his majefty to entertain no apprehen- 
sions of this kind, as he ihould be attended by fo many 
brave Alcaydes and gallant cavaliers, that there would 
be no rifk in paffing forward even to Valencia. The 
king therefore gave him full authority to aft as he 
pieafed ; whereupon, killing the king's hand, he has- 
tened to his palace, and ordering the drums and trum- 
pets to found an alarm ; a very great and well equipped 
body of troops, immediately aflembled to learn the 
motive. Abidbar, highly pieafed to fee fo large a 
company, informed them it was his intention to make 
an excurfion to the Chriftian kingdom of Murcia, ' 
whence, fays he, if it pleafes Alia, we {hall return 
with great riches ; therefore, friends, let every one 
whofe mind is bold enough to undertake the enterprise, 
join my ftandard. 

He was anfwered with loud acclamations by all pre* 
fent, and fhortly after,- he left Granada, with many 
horfe and foot, and marching to Guodix, he entered 
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ijito a conference with. Almoradi, the Alcayde of that 
city, who offered to attend him with all his troops. 
Here alfo, h6 was joined by Malique Alabez, the Al- 
cayde of Almeria, and many other refolute and expe* 
rienced foldlers ; from thence he went to Baza, where 
Abenaziz was governor, who alfo Joined him with 
eleven other neighbouring Alcaydes, on the news of 
his intended expedition. At length he came to Vera* 
where the general rendezvous was appointed, and 
where one of the noble Malique Alabeces commanded* 
The army now muttered as follows : 

Abidbar, the general, 

Abenaziz, Alcayde of Baza. 

Abenaziz, his btothjer, Captain of the troops of th« 
Vega of Granada. . 

Almoradi, Alcayde of Guadix* 

Malique Alabez of Vera* 

Alabez of Velez el Rubio. 

Alabez of Velez el Blanqo, 

Alabez of Almeria, 

Alabez of Cuellar. 

.Alabez of Huefcar. 
- Alabez of Orce, 

Alabez of Purchena. 

Alabez of Xiquena. 

Alabez of Tirieza. 

Alabez of Caniles-, 

• All thefe Alabeces were relations ; and here alfo in 
Vera, the Alcaydes of Mojacar, Sorbas and Lobrin, joined 
the collected forces, and, upon a general mufter, they 

amounted 
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amounted to fix hundred horfe, and fifteen hundred 
foot ; or according to others, to eight hundred horfe* 
and two thoufand foot. A confiderable force being' 
thus affembled on the iathor 14th of March, 1453, 
they refclutely entered the confines of Lorca, and by 
way of the fea-coaft reached the environs of Cartha- 
gena, overrunning the whole country as far as St.Gine* 
and Penatat, doing much damage, and taking a great 
many prifonere, with a vafl: quantity of cattle ; with- 
ftefe fpoils they were returning home in high fpirits, 
*4ien arriving at the foot of the Sierra of Agudeias they 
called a council, to confider whether they ftiould return 
by the way of the coaft, or march through the plains 
of Lorca. Various opinions arofe, fome preferring 
the former route for its fafety, while others concluded 
it was more honourable to pafs by Lorca, in defiance 
of the Cbjfiftian troops. All the Alabeces were of the 
latter opinion, and the reft of the Moors, hearing the 
bold jrefolution of their captains, with one confent 
toe* the Lorca road, leaning rather towards the Sierra 
or mountain of Aguderas. 

The inhabitants of Lorca were already apprized of the 
invafion, and Don Alonzo Faxardo, their governor, had 
wrote to Don Diego de Ribera, tjhe Corregidor of Mur- 
cia, tohaften to his afliftance with all the troops he 
could raife; the Corregidor was by no means idle, and 
left Mureia with feventy horfe/ and five hundred foot, 
all refolute foldiers, and extremely well equipped. 
Alonzo de Lifon, knight of the order of St. James, 
who was thenCaftellan of the caftle and fort of Aledo, 
brought alfo nine horfe and fourteen foot, not being 
able tp fpare niofe. 

\ ' The 



: The Moors, who were marching with all imagin- 
able fpeed in full view of Lorca, captured a gentleman, 
named Quinonero, who had gone out to reconnoitre,, 
and as the troops of Lorca and Murcia were approach- 
ing, the Moors were greatly aftoni(hed at the numbers 
ready to oppofe them, and could not imagine how fo> 
gallant an army could be found in Lorca* Malique 
Alabez, after depriving Quinonero of his horfe and 
arms, commanded him, as \\e valued life, to anfwer 
Jris queiiions faithfully, which gives us, room to intro** 
duce the firft of thofe curious ballads from the Spa- 
jnfh and Arabic, which record the hiftory of thefc, 
times. 

*' Chriftian captive, let not fortune 

" Call thy noble fpirit down, 
*' Fear not thou thy name to tell me, 

'* Nought (hall fully thy renown. 

" For altho* you are my prifoner, 

" Yet with ranfom foon you may, 

" If you will the truth difcover, . t 

" Freely journey on your way," 

" My name, fignor, is Quinonero, 

" Lorca is my native pUce ; 
9€ Fear's a ftranger to my bpfom f 

•' J 4.m of a qoble race, 

€€ Such the chance of fickle war is, 

" Such the fortune of the brave, 
** To-morrow you may be my captive, 
« Tho* to-day I bow your Have. 

" Afc 
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** Aflt me then and I will tell you, 
•' Let what will lny fate befall ; 

" Think not fear witholds my fpeakiag, 
" 1 lhall dare to tell you all." 

fC Hark! I hear the trumpets founding, ' 
" See the {beaming colours flow ; 

#( Horfe and foot I hear them trampling, 
" Where yon peaceful olives grow. 

* € And I wiih, bold Quinonero, 
t 4 * Much to know the names they bear, 
** What the ftandards, who the warriors, 
" In yon fierce battalion are ?" 

" That red flag with fix gold arrows, 
" And rich gold embroider' d round, 

'Ms of Murcia's royal kingd6m, 

" By the cbriftians much renown'd. 

* € And the one, wbbfe fhining blazon 
" Doth a ki^g in armour fhew, 

*' Js of Lorca, ?s you often 

" To yoijr fed experience know. 

* € For 'tis on Granada's frontiers, 
" And its utmoft limit bounds ; 

'* Foremoft in the fhock of battle, 

*' When the martial trumpet founds. 
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" They arfc a brave and gallant people, * 
" And in feats of arms excel : 

u tf ought elfe you chofe to aflt me, 
" Sigoor, I no more can tell. 

" Haften quick, prepare for combat, 

" For your fpoils they will contend : 
•'- Hark ! with fhouts they come to meet you, 

" And your bold excursions end/' 

» 
* • True* they haAen ! gracious Alia* ' 

•' Deign my fervent prayers to hear, 
.** If they once our ramparts enter, 

" Thqa our fate will be fevere; 

" For if with unequalled valour, 

" They fhould force a paflage through, 

M Well it may he then imagin'd 

" What dire daughter muft enfue. 

44 Friends to arms, behold them coming, 
" Nothing their fwift courfe impedes ; 
c u Sound the trumpets, let»th' Alhambra 
** Hear our great and gfclfeht deeds !" 

The Moors having accordingly by this time firmly 
entrenched themfelves behind a bank of fand, awaited 
the approaching combat, in deep anxiety. 
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CHAP. II. 



The Battle of the Alporchones. — Lift of the Kings of 
Granada continued* 



OCARCE had Alabez done fpeaking, when fhe 
chriftian fquadron attacked the Moors with fuch iittpe- 
tuofity and refolution that, in the very firft onfet, they 
pafied the bank ; the Moors however betrayed not the 
leaft fymptoms of terror, but rather fought with 
heightened courage.^ When Quinonero faw the great 
tumult around him, he called to a chriftian foldier to 
cut the cords that bound his hands and feet, which 
being done, he feized the horfe of a dead Moor, his 
lance and buckler alfo, and, as he was a very valiant 
gentleman, performed wonders againft his enemies. 
The Moorilh Captains, and particularly Malique Ala- 
bez of Vera, now difplayed their courage fo emi- 
nently that the chriftians were on the point of being 
driven back over the bank, when Alonzo Faxardo^ 
Alonzo de Lifon, and Diego de Ribera, with the chief 
gentlemen of Lorca and Murcia, uniting together in 
a body, flood their ground fo firmly that the Moors 
were at length broken, and a very great Slaughter en- 
ftied among them. 

The valiant Alabeces and Almoradi, the Afcayde of 

Guadix, rejoining their main body, came pouring down 

again upon the Chriftians, killing and wounding, on 

' l ■ all 
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all fides* The Chriftian phalanx, however, flood firm % 
when Abenaziz of Baza having flain a Chriftian with 
his fpear, prefently threw himfelf into the thickeft 
of their fquadron, fignalizing himfelf by his noble 
deeds. Alonzo de Lifon, feeing the Chriftian fall, 
burnt with impatience to revenge his death, and, fol-, 
lowing Abenaziz inftantly, called aloud to him to de- 
fend himfelf. The Moor, looking around, perceived 
, a knight of great valour, as he wore the crofs of St. 
James, advancing towards him, and thinking to carry 
fo rich a fpoil to Baza, he attacked Don Alonzo 
with the utraoft refolution, but de Lifon defended 
himfelf fo ikilfully, and handled the Moor fo roughly, 
that he was prefently wounded in two different places ; 
glowing with refentment, Abenaziz tried every method 
to retaliate, but in the ftruggle unhappily met his fate, 
Don Alonzo giving him fo fierce a blow on the breaft 
with his fpear, that the coat of mail, unable to refift 
the forca of the ftroke, was pierced, and the fpear paf- 
fing v entirely through his body, threw him dead frojn 
his horfe : Don Alonzo' s charger at the fame time be- 
ing defperately wounded, he was obliged to quit it* 
and feize the Alcayde of Baza's horfe, which was an 
extraordinary good one; and leaping on his back,, Don 
Alonzo boldly putoed into the thickeft of the battle, 
fhouting aloud, St. James and Spain. 

Faxardo and the Corregidor of Murcia performed^ 
wonders, and the troops of Murcia and Lorca fought 
fo manfully that the Moors were a fecond time put to 
the rout: the valour of the Cavaliers of Granada was 
however fo great, and their captains, aided by Alabez, 
infpired them with fuch fpirit, that in an inftant they 

rallied^ . 
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milled, and returned to the charge, as if nothing had 
happened. The battle now became extremely Woody, 
and the field was alrpoft impaflable from the num- 
ber of men and horfe that were flain, and fd great' 
was the cloud of duft, that it was impoffible for the 
foldiers to fee each other; yet neither the Moors 
nor the Chriftians ceafed to fight with all poffible 
fury. 

Alabez of Vera had particularly diftinguifhed him* 
felf, by the (laughter of many Chriftians, which ex- 
ceedingly grieving the noble Alcayde of Lorca, he at- 
tacked him fo vigorouily that Alabez was aftomlhed, 
but unappalled by fear, he defended himielf againft 
his antagonift, giving him many defperate ftrokes in 
return with his lance, that, had not the Alcayde been 
well armed, inuft.have put an end to his life. The 
Moor's ftrength was great, but not equal .to Faxardo's, 
who having broken his fpear in the rencontre, in an 
inftant drew his fword,and fummoning all his ftrength 
to his aid,, attacked Alabez with fuch rapidity, that 
he ftruck the fpear out of his hand;. the Moor in- 
ftantly drew his fcimeter, when the gallant chiefs re-.' 
gardlefs of the danger, covering hirhfelf with his 
buckler, rtrfhed upon Alabez, and with a dreadful 
ftroke cut away a great part of his (hieW, and at the 
fame time nearly unhorfed him. Alabez, finding his.' 
adverfaryfanear, aimed a blow at his head, thinking at: 
once to end the c6mbat, and Faxardo would indeed; 
have been badly wounded, had he not dextoroufty .turned' 
afide. At this ioftant.ihe Moor's horfe fell thraugh- 
lofs of blood ; and the very moment Jus ride* wa> on,. 
the ground, he was furrounded by the infantry of 

Lorca, 



Lorca, who wounded him on all fidtes, which Faiarde 
perceiving leaped from his horfe to the ground, and 
intrepidly running up to Alabez, grafped him fo fircnly 
in his arms, that no longer able to defend himfelf, he 
was made a prifoner and borne away frdm the field. 
• The carnage ftill continued very great, and none of 
the Moorifh captains were to be feen, which fpread 
fuch an alarm amongft their troops, that they no 
longer fought with the fame vigour. The people of 
Lorca and Murcia behaved that day very gallantly, im- 
mortalizing themfelves to pofterity. 

The Moorifh chief Abidbar looking round the field* 
and finding none of the Alcaydes left, withdrew to 
a fmall eminence to take a view of the battle, when 
feeing it in fo defperate a ftate, he returned like a lion 
to the charge, but being warned by his foldiers of the 
total Slaughter of their leaders, excepting Alabez of 
Vera, who had been taken prifoner, and lofing all 
hbpes of viftory, he ordered a retreat to be founded, 
which fignalthe Moors hearing, inftantly obeyed, and 
perceiving their general fly by the Sierra of Agude- 
ras, they followed him in the greateft confternation, 
the Chriftians purfuing, wounding, and killing fo 
many of them that three hundred only efcaped* The 
Chriftians purfued the Moors to the very fountain of 
Pulpi, clofe to Vera ; and that day having gained at moft 
fignal vi&ory, they returned home elated with fuccefg 
and loaded with the fpoils of the Moors; this battle 
happening on the feftival of St. Patrick, the inhabitants 
of Lorca and Murcia continue to celebrate the 
event to this day. 

Alanzo 
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Alonzd Faxardo intended tocon4u& Aktbei to his 
trtvn houfe, aM was entering 1 a poftern to pafs through 
his garden, wl)e& Alabea exclaimed, be was of too 
great dignity to be treated in thistnanner, and de- 
clared be would enter by no other than the royal gate 
of the city ; prtfifting fo qbftinately in his refelution, 
that Fa^ardo; in. the heat of his refentment, (lew him 
on the fpot. 

Such waa the end of the gajlant Alcayde of Vera : 
twelve other Alcaydes, his relations, and his brothers 
of Velez el Blanco and el Rubio, with eighteen hun- 
dred of the MoorHh troops, fell in the combat. 
Forty. Chriftiafcs only were flain, and two hundred 
Wounded. 

It is now time to return to General Abidbar, whom 
we left flying from the field ; and who no fooner ar- 
rived at f Qtanstda, than the king, informed of the lofs 
of the battle* ordered his head to be ftruck off,, for not 
dying, 'like a brave (bldier, witfr die troops he com- 
manded. 

This battle happened, ?s was before-mentioned, at 
the time that Dot) John the II. reigned i? Caftile, and 
Abenhoamin in Granada* It is recorded in tbe^enfuing 
ballad:— . . ' 

In the walls of rich -Grenada, 

ijark ! what mean thpfe rude alarms ; 

In<{h* fleets ?f the Gomeles* 

Tf Wlflets q<+H the t^ay* tp ftn»s. 
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At Abidbar* s princely palace, 

For his martial prowess fam*^ , 

Soldier^ there are call'd together, 
And a fally thus proclaim'd. 

'* Friends, I mean to ffcour fair Lorca, 
'* Friends, I mfean to fcour its fields 

'* Three Alcaydes will attend me, 
*' To my ftandard honor yield* 

" Almoradi of fair Guadix,' 

i€ Valiant and of royal race, 

§t And the gallant Abenaziz, 
" Baza is his native place. 

€C Laft comes Alabez of Vera, 

'* An undaunted matchlefs kntght,. 

" Well he knows to lead the foldiers, 
* f Well to lead the doubtful fight." 

Now in Vera they affemble* 
And a general council hold, 

Carthagena's field to enter; 
Such their refolution bold, 

Alabez they make their General, 
For his (kill in arms renown'd ; 

Here twelve more Alcaydes join then* 
From the neighVring cities round* 
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Needlefs here it is to name them ; 

Now the Moors their march begin, 
By the fountain of fair Pulpe, 

"Where Los Peynes haven's feen* 

Onward then tow'rds Carthagena 
Their deftru&ive road they take*. 

Riches, cattle, Chriftian prifonerg, 
Spoils in vaft abundaoce make. 

Thus the country round they ravage, 
Thus they fcour it far and near. 

From the border of Saint Gines, 
To the edge of Piaatar • i 

Tow'rds fair Vera then returning 
With the wealth of foes fo bold, 

And at Puntaron arriving, 

They a fecond council hold. 

Whether they fhould pafs by Lorca, 

Or the fea-eoaft march along, 
Alabez the firft determines, 

For the Moorifl* hoft was ftrong. 

And to (hew how light he priz'd it, 
And his fierce difdain to prbve, 

Now with drums and trumpets founding, 
They in (lately columns move, 

c % When 



When in Lorca and in Murcia 

. This event fo great was known* 
Forth they fally with the captaiit 
Of Aledo, nam'd Lfcon. 

Clofe befide the Alporchones, 

Onward as they march with fpeed, 

They diicem the Moorifh warriors, 
Who the Chriftians little heed. 

With, them was a noble captive, 
One of an illuftrious fame, 

Lorca was his native city, 
Quifionero was his name. 

Whpn brave Alabez defcry'd them, 
Much his wonder he exprefs'id, 

To his Chriftian prifoner turning, 
Quifionero he addiefi'd:~* 

€t Quiiioncro, teil me truly, * 
§f As you are a noble knight, 

" Whence thofe ftandards by yon olives/ 
w Signals of the bloody fight ?** .- 

Quifionero (bon replying, 

Did in anfwer truly fay, 
<f They are of Lorca, and of Murcia, - 

*' Of no other cities they, - - 



Save 
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" Save* Aledo's beave cominander, \ 
" Sprung of France's royal blood, 

44 Noble, and exceeding valiant, 
" In the combat few fo good, 

" All their fteedt are ftotit and haughty, 
" Train' d in battle to engage." 

Valiant Alabez thus anfwer'd, 

Mad with fury, flung with rage. 

" Tho 9 their deeds are ftout and haughty,, 
" They the ramparts thai! not gain, 

4% If they bravely once leap over, 

" &emtihelof8we]nuftfuftain/' 

Whitft thus eagerly dMceurfing, 

Came Ribera'a daring band, 
And fair Loroaf s good Alcayde ; 

Who can their joint force wkhftand? 

That Alcayde is Faxardo.*- 

?' Hark! the trumpet calls away. " 

He is brave, his people valiant— 

u Hark again! I muft not ftay." 

In the firft fevere encounter, 

They the daring Moors fubdue, 

Tho' their numbers were fuperior, 

Tet they farce the ramparts through. 

c 3 Alabez 
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Alabez a pface clears round him, 

Of fuch wand* rous valour he, 
'Mongft the Chriftians makes fuch {laughter, 

'Twas a grief the deed to fee. 

Valiant were the Chriftian heroes, 
Nothing could refift their might, 

Moors they flew in fuch vaft numbers, 
*Twas a ftill itiore wond'rous fight. 

With three hundred horfe retiring, 
The poor wreck that only 'fcapes, 

By the fide of Aguderas, 

$Iow his flight Abidbar ihfepes. 

Alabez ,by brave Faxardo 

Was a haplefs captive made, 
Wter> Ahidhar reached Granada, 

There his life the forfeit paid. 

Abenhozmin reigned eight years, and was deprived 
of his kingdom by his fucceflbr, in 1453* 

The eighteenth king of Granada was Ifmael. In 
his time died Garcilafo de la Vega, in a fkirmifli be-» 
tween the Moors and the Chriftians, Ifmael reigned 
twelve years, ending in 1465. 

The niqeteenth king of Granada was Muley-hafcem,. 
or as others call him Albo-hafcem, fon of Ifmael. In 
his time happened many great events. He had a fon 
named Boabdil, and (according to the Moorifh hifto- 
rian) an illegitimate foq alfo, called Mttza, whofq 
pother w^s a Chriftian captive, Ikfuley-hafcem had 

Ukewife 
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fifcewife a brother, of the fame name as his fon, Boab- 
•diJ, or Abdallah* Many of the Moorilh nobility, 
being at variance with the father, chofe the fon for their 
prince, calling him the Little King. 

Thus Granada faw itfelf under the dominion of two 
kings, which occafioned difturbances to happen every 
day between their different partifans, ending in the 
death of either friend or foe ; but although the city 
Vas governed in this ftrange manner, the war with the 
Chrillians was by no means negle&ed. The father 
kept his court in the Alhambra, and the fon in the Al- 
bajcin ; when either was abfent from Granada, the 
entire government devolved on the other.* 

It was king Muley-hafcem who adorned Granada 
with fo many noble works. He built the moft fuberb 
edifices with his great wealth ; he ornamented and' 
finally completed the f Alhambra in a very coftly ftile; 
built alfo the tower, of Gomares, and the hall of the 
Lions, which takes its name from a fpacious bafon in 
the middle of it, guarded by twelve large alabafter 
lions, very curioufly fculptured* The whole faloon is 
paved with fine tiles, after the Moorilh fafhioo. My- 
ley-hafcem alfo dammed up the waters of the Alhambra, 

c 4 and 

* We do not learn the motive of this dereliction of the Moorish 
nobility from Muley-hafcem, till very late in the hiftory, and as 
there it may efcape notice, it certainly cannot be improper to inform 
the leader, that it was occafioned by his having beheaded four of 
the Abencerrages. 

f The AJhambra is rather a fortrefs, than a ftngle palace, con- 
taining many houfes and ftreets within it $ die royal palace itfelf was- 
built on the fummit of the hill, upon which the fortrefs is erected. 
It is the moft fuperb monument of antiquity in Spain . 
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made the famous refervoir #ithm it ; built the lower df 
the belt, whence thp whole city and the Vega 'may be 
feeri at a view ; he alfd plante4 a large grove clpfe be-? 
neath the royal apartments of the Alhaaiibra, Qr rather 
a park, which he well flocked with deer and rabbits, 
and which continue tp this very day. He caufed the 
Alixarestobe covered over with blue and gold, a worfc 
of fo coftly a nature, that the artificer Who underfoot 
it, gained a hundred doubloons every day.* He built 
alfo a pleafttre-houfe on the hill of the JJun/or {as ft 
h now called) of St. Helena, and another for his poul- 
try. He had, moreover, a delightful garden on the banks 
of the Darro ; it contained all manner of fruity beau- ' 
"tiful alabafter fountains, feats, and walks planted with 
'myrtles. There alfo Muley -hafpem buHt a nqble pa'-? 
lace, with many faloons, balconies, and windows 
fuberbly gilt, and in the principal faloon he placed the 
portraits of all the Jtfoorifh kinsp of Granada to his 
time, finifhed by the moil eminent hands: and in a 
fecond. apartment,' all the battles of {he M QO rs antj 
Chriftians, moft admirably executed. In (bprt, the* 
palaces and public buildings of Granada, were fo ftrong 
•and fumptuous, that moft of them, (and indeed all 
that have not been exprefsly demoliflied) remain en-r 
tire to this very day? It was on account of thefe 
works, that king John ftel, a$ he was 'on the banks 

• About £90. Jt is impoflibje to read this appoint of the mqni- 
licence of king Muley-hafcem, without caliing to mind king Solo- 
mon. At the very moment the kingdoms of Judah and Granada were 
fo fuperbly adorned by their refpeftive fovereigns, and the arts had 
reached the higheft pitcK of perfection, we fee them rent, anp; oyer? 
turtwd by inte&ne divifiotfs. 
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of Jhe Genii, afted the queftions which the ahcient 
ballad records of Abenamar the old. 

€t Abenamar, Abenamar, 

" Valiant knight of Moorifli birth, 
" The day that you were bom difcover'd 

" Signs in heaven, and fign* inearth. 

<f The mging fea was calm and quiet, 
M And the moon encreas'd on high. 

«* Moor that's born beneath tbefe omens* 
" He fliould (corn to tell a lie/* 

Thus did Abenamar anfwer, 

You (hall foon hear what he faid :— 
" 4f A lie, Signor, I will not tell you, 
" Tho* my life the forfeit paid. 

€t From a noble Moor, my father, 

" And a Chriftian captive fprung, 
" Often would my mother tell me 
■ " When I was an urchin young, 

♦* That to utter wilful falfehood 

" Did all other guilt excel : 
" Speak Sig»or, and I wili anfwer* 

« c .1 the truth will &mply telU" 

" Aberiftmar, much I thank thee* 

«< Thank this generous fpeach of thine ; 

<f Say what caftles are tbofe yonder, 
<* Caftles hi^h that brightly Ihine ?" 

«• One* 
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1 * c One, ray lord, is the Alhambra, 

" One a mofque for worfhip pure, 
* . ** The other is the AHjares, 

" That fliall endlefs fame procure. 

€€ For the Ikilful Moor who built it, 

" A hundred doubloons gain'd a day j 

€t And the day he ceas'd to labour, 
" Did the fame a forfeit pay, 

" The other is the Generalife, 

" For its beauteous gardens fam'd ; 

" And the laft a ftrong-built caftle, 

" By the Moors the Red Tow'r nam'd ." 

Thus the king Don John he anfwer'd, 
You (hall hear what he reply'd :— 

•* If you chufe to keep Granada, 

** You muft now become my bride.* 

" And the day we are united, 

M And the nuptial rites are o'er, 

99 Rich Seville, and proud Cordova, 

" Thefe fhall be your wedding dow'r," 

u Don John I am already marry'd, 
%i And no widow left forlorn, 

* * The Moor I ferve he loves me dearly* 
" Dearer far thaa any born." 

King 

* The city of Granada is kere perfonified under the name of 
Abenamar. 
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King Muley-hafcem was fo profperous and h*ppy, 
that among, all the Moofiih lords and caliphs, and all 
the mighty fultans of his religion, he was excelled by 
the Grand Signor ?lone, yet fortune threw him down 
from the heighth of his throne, as we (hall hereafter 
relate. He was ferved by many gentlemen of high 
and royal birth, for as we have already mentioned, 
Granada alone boafted thirty-two famous lineages, be- 
fides many other powerful noblemen) the defendants 
of the chiefs, who led the Moors from Africa, and 
.conquered Spain. They are enumerated in the following 
chapter, and the countries whence they originally 
came* 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. III. 



The Moorish Families of Granada— The Places beneath 
its Dominion— The Master of Caiatravas Letter fo 
the King of Granada. 



Xxi 



^AVING; aJ*ea4y guwa fame dcfcriptioji of the 
city, we now proceed to its noble inhabitants, aodj&e 
towns and caftles belonging to the kingdom. But firft, 
as to its thirty -two lineages, or families of nobility. 



Altrroradies froi 


n Morocco 


Alabezes 


Alarbes 


Bencerrages 


Alarbes 


Alquifaez 


Fez 


Llegas 


Fez 


Gazules 


Alarbes 


Vanegas 


Fez 


Zegries 


Fez 


Mazas 


Fez 


Gomcles 


, Velez de la Gomera 


Abencerrages 


Morocco 


Albayaldos 


Morocco 


Abenamares 


Morocco 


Aliatares 


Morocco 


Almohadies 


Fez 


Audallas 


Morocco 


» 


Hazenos 
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Hazenos from Fez 


Langetes 


Fez 


u Azarques 


Fez 


Alarifes 


Velez de la Gomera 


Abenjainines 


Morocco 


Zumelas 


Morocco • 


Sarracinos 


Morocco 


Mofarix 


Tremecen 


Abenchoares 


Tremecen 


Almanzpres 


Fez 


Abidbares 


Fez 


Reduanes 


Morocco 


Aldoladines 


Morocco 


Aldiicarines 


. Morocco 


- Aldoradines 


Morocco 



The Malique Alabeces were defcended from kino- 
Almohabez Malique, the king of Cuco, 

The towns and cities of the kingdom are recorded 
as follows:— 

Of the Fega, or Plain of Granada. 



Granada 


Alcala the Rojal 


La Zubia 


Alendia 


Moclin 


Alhama 


Gabia the Great . 


Colomera 


Loxa and Lorn 


Gabia the Little 


Ifaalloz 


GuadahortiHHi 


Alfacar 


Mala^ena 


Cardala 


Pinos 


Cogollos 


Yllora 


Albolote . 


JLos Padules * 


Famala 


Monte frio 


Albadia 


Cuelma 



In 
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In the Circle of Baxa. 


Baza 


Caftril 


' Orce 


Velefc el Blanto 


Zugar 


Benaraaurel Galera 


Velez el Rubio 


Freyla 


Caftilleja 


Cuellar 


Xiquena 


Benzalema 


Huefcar 


Caniles 


Tirieza 




Of the R 


iver Almanxora. 


Seron 


Ovora 


Bentigla 


Cabrera 


Tijola 


Santopetar 


Albanchez 


Terefe 


Bayarque 


Guercal 


Cantoria 


Antas 


Armuna 


LasCuevas 


Eria 


Sorbas 


Purchena 


Portilla 


ElBoz 


Lobria j 


Urcila 


Vera 


Alborcas 


Ulcila del Oampo 


Urraca' 


Mojacar 


Patabola 


Serena 


Zumuitin 


Tunc 


Zurguena 


Guebro 



r. 

\ 



Of Filabores. 
Filabores Sierro El Voludta Vacare Gcral 





Of the tiiver of 


' Almeria. 




Almeria 


Alhamaca la Seca 


Lacunque 


Esficclon 


Enix 


Terque 


Ragul 


Cagiyar 


Fenix 


Santa Fe 


Guecija 


Mieles , 


Vicar 


Abiater 


Gueneja 


Marchcna 


Guercal 


Rioja 


Ohanez 




Picbina 


Ylar 


Almancata 





Of the Circle of Andarax and Oxicar. 

Andarax Las Albulenas Yno* Valor el Alto 

Oxicar Las GuaxaTas Alta» Taberaas Valor el Chico 

Barchal 
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Barcbal Las Gua\aras Bachas Potor Cadlar 
Lanjaro Caftillo del Hierro Alcundiar Fifiaoa 
Murtal Canile Aseytuuin Guadix La Calahona 
Tutoa Dalaos Lapeca Carriana 

. Berja Vcas 

The above, and many other towns of the Alpujar- 
ras, Sierra Bcrmeja, and Ronda, whofe number it is 
almoft impoffible to reckon, were under the dominion 
©f the crown of Granada. 

We (hall now return to the Malique Alabeces, 
Moorifh noblemen, who were equally refpedied by tje 
fovereigns and the inhabitants of Granada. 

When Miramammolin of Morocco affembled the 
kings of Africa to the enterprize of invading Spain, a 
king named Abdelrhamen brought a thOufand warriors, 
and another, called Muley Alboal, was attended by 
five and twenty other Moorifh king*, and a vafi: mul- 
titude of troops; one of thefe kings was Mahommed 
Malique Almohabez, king of Cuco, whp had three 
fons, celebrated for their bravery, and all named after 
their father— Thefe "kings were the conquerors of the 
.country, and in the great battle wherein Don Rodrigo 
and the whole flower of Spain fell, king Almohabez 
was iiain by the hands of the •Infante Don Sancho : 
but his three fons continued to fight in all the wars, 
during the eight years they lafted, till $pain was en- 
tirely fubdued, after which the eldeft of the three fons 
returned to his father's dominions in Africa, and became 

king 

• The title by which all the fons of the king of Spain are dtftin- 
guifhed, excepting the eldeft, who is ftyled the prince. 
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kin" there, and his childre'n became kings of tez ntti 
Morocco ; one of thefe defendants had a f6n catted 
Abomeliqne, who paffed over to Spain at a time when 
the kings of Carlile and Granada were engaged m war, 
and bylne afliftauce of his relations, the Alabeces, de- 
fendants of the other two Tons of Almohabez, who 
had fettled in Granada, became king of Algeciras, 
Ronda, and Gibraltar. - 

Befides the riches thefe Alabeces had acquired, many 
valuable eftates were given to them by the kings of 
Granada, not only on account of their noble defcenr. 
but as a reward for their diftinguifhed valour. They 
had alfo contraded alliances with the firft families of the 
city, particularly with the Almoradies, andferved their 
king's with fidelity on all occafions ; thefe, and the 
Abencerrages, were efteemed the two moft noble line- 
ages of all the city. ,»,...* 

But to return to our hiftory, the Arabic informs us 
that Muley-bafcem kept a very fplendid court, and em- 
ployed noblemen of the greateft capacity in the manage- 
men* of his affairs, whereby he long maintamed h lS 
' kingdom in tranquillity, whilft he was continually 
harrajiog the Chriftians. Boabdil however, the fon of 
Muley-hafcem, grew extremely powerful, arid after 
various difputes with his father was raifed to the throne 
by fom'e of the nobility who had grown difcontented 
with Muley-hafcem. Such was the ftate of affairs in 
Granada, altbo* at the fame time the kingdom was very 
equitably governed; king Boabdil however undertook 
the chief management of the adminiftration, as he was 

finally 
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finally heir to the throne, bat what he did was not en* 
tirely without his father's approbation •• 

Of the thirty-two lineages in the city* each lineage 
Confifting of at leaft an hundred families, we fliall 
now mention thofe who belonged to the court, being of 
great importance to the preient hiftory, as the Moor 
Abenhamin, who wrote the records of thefe times, 
from the firfl: arrival of the Moors in Spain, relates, 
who topk great care to colled all the letters and papers 
relative to Granada, and its firfl: and fecond foundation* 
Thefe noblemen were the 

Alhamares Langetes Almoradies Abenamares 
Alabeces Mazas Abencerrages Gazules 
Gomeles Zegries Vanegas 

The Abencerrages were very much beloved, and their 
race was of high and diftinguifhed rank, being de- 
scended from the brave captain. Abenraho, who came 
over with Muza, The deeds of thefe gallant knights 
are to be found in the Archives of Caftile, to which 
Gines Perez refers the reader. The Alabeces were 
leagued in the ftri&eft friendihip with Muza, the Little 
King's brother, and the Abencerrages, 

At this time very great rejoicings were made jit 
Granada, on account of king Boabdil's coronation, 
which had taken place much againft the will of his fa* 
tier, who kept his court in the Alhambra, and his fon in 

v the 

• Muley-hafcem'e (bn wis either called the Little King from his 
Jkatwe, or becaufe it (feme probable, ftom thia pafikge, that hit *u* 
thqritf ww at firft inferior to hie father'* in the government*, 
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the Albaycin and A Icazaba, and was there attended by alt 
the principal nobility, from whom he had received N the 
crown, Muza prefiding over the ceremonies and fetes on 
the occafion. It happened at this jundure of time that 
Don Rodrigo Tellez Giron, mailer of the otdet of *Cala- 
trava, with a large body of horfe and foot was fcouring the 
Vega, and Bad taken gr6at fpoils, but not as yet fatisfied, 
he wiflied to know whether there were any gentlemen 
in Granada, who would venture to meet him hand to 
hand, and hearing of 'the rejoicings in the city, he fent 
Itis fquire with a letter to the king, who was then at. 
the Gencralife, diverting himfelf with his lords. The 
fqUire, on his arrival, made the accuftomed obei- 
lance* and refpedfully" prefented the letter to hia 
majefty, which he thus read aloud :— 

" Illuftrious Sire, f 

•' May your majefty enjoy the new crown 
your virtue has acquired, as long and as profperoufly 
as your heart can wifli ! For my parti rejoice, though 
our faith is different ; but I truft, ere long, that the 
Almighty will open your majefty's eyes, and bring 
you and your' s to the knowledge of his bleffed Son 
Jefus, and to the friendfhip of the Chriftians* And 
fince, as I underftand, there are fetes in honor of your 
coronation^ it is but juft that the knights of your court 
fhould try their valour in tilts and tournaments. With 

the 

• An order of knighthood that takes its title from the city of 
Calatrava, in New Caftile, abou£ fifteen leagues from Toledo ; it 
was inftituted in the year 1158, by Sancho, king of Caftile, who, 
taking the town from the Moors, which had before belonged to the 
Knights Templars, gavt it to the Ciftercian monks, founding -t&t 
order for its defence. 
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the troops under my command I have teen fcouring the 
Vega; and if there be/ any knight in'Granada willing to 
meet me hand to hand, with your majefty's confent, I 
fhall expeft him on the morrow beneath the large oak 
near the city, giving you my word of honor that none 
of my people (hall advance but myfelf, or an equal 
number only to thofe who may {ally from Granada* 

" The Matter, Rodrigo Tellez Giron." 

The king, having read the letter, looked round the 
court, and found every one equally difpofed to accept 
the challenge ; the exclamation was indeed univerfal, 
that it would be unworthy of their high reputation to 
refufe Don Rodrigo's; proposal. A confutation was 
now held about the number that fhould leave the city, 
and it was at length fettled that one only fhould the 
next day enter the lifts, and others the days following. 
Every one claimed the honor of precedence, but twelve 
knights were at laft fele&ed from the reft, and jt was 

. to be determined by lot who fhould be the firft to en- 
gage. The following names were then written upon, 

„ rolls of paper, and put into a filver box. ' 

Mahomet Abencerrage Albayaldos 

Malique Alabez Abenamar 

Mahomet Almoradi. Mahomet Gomel 

Vanegas Mahoiiiet Mahpmet Zegri 

Muza Almadan 

Mahomet Muza Gazul, 4 

The box was now brought to the queen, who, putting 
U$r hg'nd into it, drew out, to univerfal joy, the name 
of Muza i he w as however highly envied by the other 

* a knights, 
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knights, who then wifhed to fally out four to four, or 
fix to fix, but Muza would by no means oonfent to it. 
The following anfwer was therefore returned to the 
Mafter, by his fquire :— * 

" Valiant Don Rodrigo, 

4t Your virtues clearly evince your 

noble birth: from nothing lefs could proceed your 

generous congratulations on my accefiion to the throne, 

which lay me under the obligation of acknowledging 

the fentiments of a real friend, and you will highly 

gratify n>e in accepting evety fervice my kingdom 

can afford. Your motive for inviting the gentlemen 

of my court to fingle combat, does them and me 

honor. Lots were drawn to avoid all difputeg, as 

every one was equally emulous of entering the lifts. 

Fortune has favored my brother. To-morrow, under 

the parole of fafety from you, and the troops under 

your command, he will meet you at the appointed place. 

Your valour tells us the combat will be interefting. 

The ladies of the court will view it from the towers of 

the Alhambra. 

" Boabdil, King of Granada/' 

Don Rodrigo was overjoyed at the king's anfwer, 
and that night retired fome diftance from the city, 
ordering his troops to be on their guard agaioft any 
unexpe&ed attack from the Moors. The next aborn- 
ing earl j he again approached Granada, attended by 
fifty gentlemen, and recommending vigilance in cafe 
the truce ihould be broken, he left them within fight, 
and galloped forward expe&ing Muza alone to the 
combat. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. IV. 

MiauCs BattU with the Matter of Catatrava. 



A, 



lFTER the Mafter of Calatrava's meffenger was 
difpatched with the letter accepting the challenge, the 
king and his lords remained in converfation. The 
queen and the ladies were however little pleafed with 
the affair, knowing Don Rodrigo's courage and addtefs; 
but the lovely Fatima of the Zegri lineage was more 
grieved than the reft, as in fecret flie pafiionately 
loved Muza, who on the other hand paid his court to 
Daraxa f daughter of Hamet Alabez, who, fuch is the 
caprice of love, had fixed her affections on Alhamin 
Abencenrage, and was equally beloved in return* Du- 
ring the night Muz* employed himfelf in preparing 
for the combat, and Fatima fent him by the hands of 
a page, a green and purple banner for his lance, richly 
embroidered with gold, and the letter F, the initial of 
her name interiperfed over it. The page delivered it 
to him with thefe words : 

•* Valiant fir, Fatima, my miftrefs, kiffes your 
hands, and begs you. to wear this for he* 'fake on 
your lance ; it will make her happy to fee it fuccefsfui 
in the combat." 

Muza received it with a good grace, as he was ex- 
temel/ courteous to the ladies, although he had been 

d 3 much 
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much better pleafed to bare accepted it from the bands 
of Daraxa. 

«• Tell your lovely miftrefs, " replied he, " that t 
receive her prefent with refye&, although I am* far from 
meriting fuch a favor from fo beautiful a lady. May 
Alia grant me power equal to my will to ferve her ! I 
will wear the banner on my lance, a gift from fo fair 
a hand moft enfure me viftpry. f 

The page, pleafed with Muza's anfwer, returned* to 
his miftrefe, and made her happy in the repetition, m 

The morning had fcarce dawned,. when Muza, 
completely armed, fent to the king, who immediately 
arofe and ordered the trumpets and clarionets to found, 
whereupon a vaft concourfe of gentlemen aflembled. 
The king dretfed himfelf very magnificently, putting 
on a garment of gold brocade, fo rich, that no value 
could be fixed to it; it was entirely covered with pearls 
and precious {tones, of fuch magnitude that few kings 
could boaft of having any thing fimilar in their pof- 
feffion. He gave orders for two hundred gentlemen 
to be ready, well armed, for the protection of his bro- 
ther. 

The rays of the fun had juft made their appearance 
when king Boabdil and his attendants left the city, by- 
the gate of Bibalmazan, Muza riding by his fide, with 
two hundred cavaliers in their tram, * A more gallant 
fight could not be feen ; the gentlemen had all white 
Shields and banners, with many devices and cyphers* 
Malique Alibez was their commander, who was- ex* 
tremely attached to Cohaida, a very beautiful lady : 
• his (hield was decorated with a purple ribbon, and a 
crown of gold in the centre, with this motto round it, 

"'Of 
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•* Of my blood," alluding to his origin, that he w*s 
defcended from king Almohabez. The fame device he 
tore alfo on his banneret. Thus advanced the fquadron ' 
towards the Mailer and his fifty, attendants, who were 
no lefs fuperbly drcffed than the Moors. 

As the king approached his trumpets founded, and 
Don Rodrigo's returned the falute. After mutual ad- 
miration, Muza, wiQiing to begin the combat, afked 
his brother's permiffion, aad advanced forward with a 
noble air, that correfponded to his courage. Beneath 
hU jacket he wore a coat of mail, adorned with & 
breaft plate lined with velvet ; his jacket was alfo of 
velvet wrought with gold, And the Arabic letter D, the 
initial of Daraxa's name, embroidered -thick upon it. 
His cap was green, interwoven with fprigs of gold, 
and (afteued with a kqot, decorated with the fame let- s 
ter. Hisfhieid, made in Fez, was .bound with green 
ribbon, and in the center was feen the hand of a 
damfel grafping a bleeding heart, with this motto, " it 
merits more." 

The Mafter foon difcovered this cavalier was Muza, 
and advanced courteously to meet him. Don Rodrigo 
was extremely well armed, witl*, a veft of blue velvet 
over his armour, embroidered with gold; his Ihield 
was green, with a white field, and in the centre a red 
crofs ; a fecond crofs he alfo wore upon his breaft. His 
horfe was a beautiful dapple grey. His lance was 
adorned with a banneret, and a crofs upon it* with this 
motto, «• For this, and for my ting." His whole air 
was fo noble^ that the Little King was highly pleafed 
witt it, and remarked that not without reafon did fame 
publifh abroad the name of fo illuflrious a knight, in 
. » 4 whofe 
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whofe countenance was clearly difcerned the excellence 
of his difpofition. 

The two cavaliers now faluted each other, and Muza 
thus broke filence. " Moft certainly* Valiant knight, 
it is of you alone that fame difcourfes fo highly ; youi 
. king muft efteem himfelf happy in having fo valiant a 
gentleman in his court, with whoa* I am equally for- 
tunate in entering the lifts, fince if Alia pleafes to 
grant me victory, it will be an eternal glory to jjio 
and my race, but if I am vanquifhed, it can be no dif* 
honor.'* ' 

Muza ceafed, and the Matter as courteoufly replied: 
** By his majefty's letter lam apprized that you are his 
brother Mu;a, of whom fame is no lefs filent than you are 
pleafed to fay it is of me ; you are defcended from the 
valiant Muza, vho formerly conquered fo confiderable 
a part of Spain ; I am therefore happy in meeting you, 
and .fince we are equally ambitious of glory, let us 
lofe no time, but begin the combat, and leave to heaven. 
Its conclufion." 

Muza, blufiiingtbat he had wafted fo much already, 
without replying, wheeled round his horfe, and fitting 
his cap to his head, beneath which he wore a ftrong 
helmet, retired to a foort diftance, as did alfa the 
Mailer. 

The queen and the ladies had afcended to the towers 
of the A-lhambra to view the combat. Fatima was 
dreffed in green and purple, fimilar to the banneret (he 
fent to Muza; her robes alfo were poyered with the 
letter M wrought in gold. 

The king, feeing the knights retire apart, awaiting 
only the fignal to commence the fight, ordered the 
clarionets tp found, and immediately the knights 

ruQied 
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ruftied upon each other with fo much firry and courage 
that each felt the ftrength of his opponent, yet neither 
wa* unhorfed, nor the leaft impreffion made. Muza's 
(hield only was pierced through, and the iron of the 
lance reached his breaft plate, and broke off a part, 
ftriking againft the coat of mail without doing hkn any 
farther jnifehief. The Matter's buckler was alfo falfi- 
. fied, and had not his coat of mail been very ftroqg, 
he muft have t^pen feverely wounded. They continued 
(kirmifhing for fome time with great dexterity, making 
frequent evolutions with their fteeds, and returning to 
the charge. The matter's horfe was by no means fo 
a&iye as the Moor's, on which, account he could not 
place his ftrokes exa&ly as he wifhed ; the Moor on the 
contrary affaulted him at his pleafure, giving him many 
fevere blows, which the Mafter perceiving, hcrefolved 
to fling his lance, and for this purpofe awaiting Muza's 
approach, when he thought him Efficiently near, he* 
rofe upon -his ftitrups, and with unparalleled force dif- 
pharged it full at him ; the Moor bending his body, 
and at the fame time checking tne reins of his bridle 
avoided the lance, but could not prevent its piercing the 
body of his horfe, who upon receiving the wound, 
began to kick, and plunge, and rear fo high, that 
^reading further mifchief, Muza leaped from his. back, 
"*tnd boldly advanced to Don Rodrigo, who no fooner 
perceived it, than leaping alfo nimbly from his horfe, 
he drew his fword, and flew to meet Muza, who was 
'extremely enraged at the fevere treatment of his fteed, 
and made a defperate blow at Don Rodrigo with his 
fcimitar to revenge it, this however was parried by the 
'Mafter. The combatants now fought foot to foot, 

and 
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imd gave each other fb many dreadful blows, that net* 
ther fhields, aor armour could refift them ; but as Don, 
♦Rodrigo was more verfed in fingle combats and ftronger 
. than Muza, who was however of aa undaunted fpirit, 
Be endeavoured to (hew the whole extent of his valor* 
and receiving Muza's fcimitar on his buckler, he made, 
in return, to rapid a ftroke at his head, that he not only 
ftruck off his cap, but clove away the weft froin hit 
helmet, which happily was very ftrong, or he muft 
have been'feverely wounded. Muza was ftunned, but 
inftantly recovering, and finding, himfelf liable to re* 
ceive ftill worfe treatment, he raifed his fabre, and with 
a dreadful ftroke cut away half the Mailer's buckler, 
broke the fleeve of his coat of mail, and gave him a 
ftarp wound on the arm, that prefently ftreamed with 
blood 5 this was as quickly revenged by Don Rodrigo, 
who aiming a blow at Muza's head, and feeing him 
raife his (hi eld to ward it, with a rapid motion drew 
back his hand, and gave Kim aback ftroke on the thigh t 
that wounded him very feverely. 

Thus fought the two knights; but when Fat i ma per- 
ceived the violent blow that fevered Muza's creft and 
helmet, and his horfe lie dead, flie could bear it no 
longer, but fell back on the ground. The queen in- 
ftantly calling for afliftance, water was fprinkled tt\ her 
face, and flie came to herfelf ; opening her lovely eyes 
(he exclaimed, " O Mahomet, pity me!" and then 
fainted again. Xarifa, Daraxa, and Cohaida, who 
loved her greatly, at length contrived to bear her away, 
and after proper remedies were applied the fair Moor 
came to herfelf, but entreated to be left alone. 

The 
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: The ladies now returned to the queen, who was ftili 
viewing the coipbat, that by this time had become very- 
bloody, but the Matter had evidently the advantage, 
his (kill being far fuperior to Mnza!s, who was how- 
ever not in the leaft intimidated, but on the contrary 
called forth all his powers to his affiftance; neverthelefs, 
fo much blood flowed fieom the wound in Muza'g 
thigh, that he every moment grqw weaker and weaker, 
which Don Rodrigo perceiving and confidering that he 
was the king of Granada's brother, and univerfally be- 
loved, rather wilhed to fee him converted, that he might 
be of fervice to the Chriftian caufe, and therefore re- 
folved not to profecute the battle any further, but rather 
court Muza's friendfhip. Retiring therefore a few ftepa 
back, Don Rodrigo addreffed him in the gentleft manner; 
* € Noble Muza, it ftrikes me that combats fo bloody 
as thefe we *we waging little coincide with the hour'of 
rejoicing, let us therefore, if you pleafe, defift. You 
are fo worthy a gentleman, and brother alfo to a king 
who has fo obligingly offered me his fervices, that I 
/cannot help foliciting your friendfhip rather than the 
continuation pf a combat, wherein I have as yet loft 
pone of the vigour wherewithal 6rft commenced it." 

Muza, when h$ perceived the Mailer retire back, did 
the fame, and as courteodfly replied ; " Mofl: evidently 
do I perceive, illuftrious Matter, that your motive for 
defiring thus amicably to end the conflict, is becaufe 
my wounds have thrown me into a fixation fo un- 
fortunate, that death alone can enfue from profecuting 
it, and that moved at my diftrefs you would fain 
grant me life. I certainly acknowledge it a very great 
favor ; neverthelefs I am ready, as the law* of knight- 
hood 
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hood engage me, to continue the fight till death. But 
if, as you are mod kindly pleafed to fay, you indeed 
covet my friendship, with ray whole heart I thank 
you, and (hall efteem myfelf moft happy in number* 
ing fo brave a gentleman among my friends ; till the 
hour of death I promife you therefore the fincereft 
amity, and f to negleA no opportunity of teftify ing it.** 

Muza now returned his fcimitar to the fcabbard, 
and advanced to falute the Matter, who did the fame 
en his part, certain that fuch friendfhip muft in the 
end be highly favorable to the Chriftians. The king 
and his retinue were wonderfully aftonifhed at the 
fighV but when they came to underftand the caufe, 
the king advanced with fix of his gentlemen to Don 
Rodrigo, and after mutual compliments had paffed, 
efcorted Muza back to the city, where his wounds 
were immediately examined. 

Nothing was talked of in/Granada but Muza 1 s va* 
lour, and the Mailer's courtefy, and very great praifes 
were bellowed on them both, neither (hould we 
forget to mention that the two noble combatant* 
parted with lafting fentimejits.of efteem for each other. 

This, inroad of the Matter's gave rife to the enfuing 
fhort ballad :— 

Heavens, how noble is the Matter, 
What a brave adventurous knight, 

How he fcours Granada's Vega, 
Daring her beft fons to fight ! 

From 
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From the fountain of the Pine 

To die mountain capp'd with (how, 

See the Moors, and fee the Chriftians, 
Nimbly riding to and fro. 

Dauntlefs fee the gallant Matter 
To th* Elvira gate advance, 

Tho' the gate is mafly iron, 
Thro 9 and thro* he (hikes his lance. 



The Tranflator here alfo begs leave to introduce a 
ballad on the late battle, which he hopes will not 
leffen the merit of the work. 

Rofeate tints begild the morning, 

At the early dawn of day, 
When impatient forth to battle 

Gallant Muza hafltes away. 

Riding with the king, his brother. 
And two hundred in his train. 

Moors of valour, to efcort him 
To and from the hostile plain. 

Green and gold was Muza's livery, 
Green and gold his cap and creft ; 

On his robe was woven the letter 
That Daraxa's name exprefsM. 

Much 
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Much he lov'd the beauteous .maiden; 

She repaid him with difdain ; 
Dances, tilts, and gallant tpurneys, 

In her honor all in vain. 

Yet, fuel* playful love's caprice is, 

For his fake another bleeds, 
Fatima of Zegrie lineage, 

She the tender paffion feeds. 

Ah, fweet maid, thou art doom'd to languifli, 

Pity's all he can beftow ! 
Blame not thou, for he too fuffers 

Pangs of keen unheeded woe. 

On his ihield a heart faft bleeding 

In a damfers hand he bore,* 
And this motto round the border, 

Wrought m gold, " It merits moit" 

Hark ! I hear the clarions founding, 

Hear the clarions briik reply ;* 
Muza s firft, and then the MafteT*s— 

See the chiefs approaching nigh i 

Courteous they falute each other, 

Courteous .vaunt their mutual fame, 

•' Knight your noble looks difcover 

" What your martial deeds proclaim," 

• ' Now 
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Now the king has given the fignal, < 

Now they wheel their horfes round, 
1 And to join in doubtful combat 
Swiftly o f er the Vega bound* 

Rude the fttock yet neither hero 

From his firm fix'd feat is thrown, 

And his lance, no wound inflicting, 
Pierces through the fhield alone, 

Muza's fteed was light and a&ive, 
And the Mailer's much he toils, 

At his pleafure he aflails him, 
And in every onfet foils. 

Don Rodrigo, this perceiving, 
As he marks the foe advance, 

In his mighty ftrength confiding,. 
Soon refolves to throw his lance. 

High he rofe upon his ftirrups, 
Whizzing in the air it flew, 

Muia, ftooping nimbly ihunn'd it, 
But it pierc'd his charger through f 

Nimbly from his back alighting, 

1 The bold Matter does the fame ; 
Forth their {abres fly, and battling 
Foot to foot the heroes came. 



Muza 
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Muza wounds the gallant Maflef, 
Furious he the wound repays s 

At a blow he cleaves his helmet, 

Scattering fparks a thoufand ways; 

Now again his arm he raifes, 

, Muza lifts his fhield to guard, 
Swift as thought the Matter ftrikes hiiy 
On the thigh below his ward. 

Faft he Med, but yet his fpirits 

Long the raging fight withftood, 

Till he fainter grew and fainter, 

Drooping with the lofs of bloocL 

Nobly then did Don Rodrigo 

Stop the meditated blow, 
And fome paces back receding 

Thus exclaimM the generous foe:— 

•* We, brave Muza, fight for honor, 
" Not like tygers, to deftroy ; 

4 * 111 methinks fuch bloody combats 
" Suit the happy hours of joy, 

€€ Each has amply provM his valour, 

** Now let ipeek-ey*d friendship reign, 

" Springing, an aufpicious moment, 
." On this war-devoted plain." 
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Muza all attentive liftens, 

And he feels the Mailer's worth ; 

ki Bleft," cry'd he, kt b6 every moment 
" When pure friendship finds a birth ! 

u True indeed I'm badly wounded, 

u Yet the duty oi a knight, 
4c I will, if you pleafe, accomplish, 

I ' And till death adventurous fight* ' 

** No!— I fee ybur noble bofom 
" Rather feeks a faithful friend ; 

u Here then our rude conteft oeafes, 
" Here our fierce encounters end, '* 

faoth were con^'rors ; both the heroes, 
Greater than in war's alarms, , 

Drop the fword, and, preffing forward, 
Rufli into each others arms. 

. We now proceed to give an account of what hap- 
pened in Granada, after the king's tfetufn to it, and 
Muza's recbvery,.which was fomewhat better than a 
month* 
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CHA?. V, 



Afball at Court. — A quarrel between Mu,%a and Alha" 
min the- Abencerrage, ami its ev\fequtnces\ 



M 



LUZA's repiifatioif was now raifed to tha Kighefc 
pitch, fo many gallant knights,, who had entered the 
lifts with Bon Rodrigo,: having falleh by his hands. 
As he entered Granada a thoufand acclamations werfe 
bellowed upon him by the citizens, who lined the win*' 
dowsand balconies as he pafled. At length he reached 
the Alhatnbra,, where he was attended by a fuTgeon* 
a af the fiHt eminences After Muza was thoroughly re-' 
covered be went to kffs the King his brother's hands, 
who was greatly pleafed to fee him, as was likewife 
Ker majefty, and a ff *ne ladies*of the-court, but partis 
eularly Fatima, who- loved him exceedingly,: though 
lie made her net the ifeaft return* 

The queen,, leading Muza to a chair, enquired firft 
after his healthy and then his opinion of the Matter,. 
Your majefty may believe, replied the knight, that: 
his courage is> indeedi magnanimous t he did me a/ 
favor in not profectiting the combat, and for this I {hall 
ever hold myfelf bound to fervo him. "Mahomet con- 
found him!" exclaimed Fatima, " for putting the ladies> 
sw£ cJgecially me, into fuck a tremour, when he gave- 
you the terrible blow that cut off the beft part of your 
helmets Alia knows no blood was left. in me!" Bluihing^ 
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fee fpoke, aiid every on6 perceived her abundant love 
For the noble moor. Alia, cried he, make me fenfible of 
' fo high a favor ftom fo fair, a fpeaker ! yet I am forry 
any lady (hould fufFer fo much for my fake. As he ut- 
tered this he turned his eyes tenderly towards Daraxa, 
who however lifted not up her's from the ground, nor 
took the lead notice of his fpeech. 

At dinner the king took his feat at table with feveral 
of his gentlemen, and in the evening there was to be a 
grand ball. The gentlemen that dined with the king 
were four Vanegas, four Almoradies, two Alhamares, 
eight Gomeles, fix Alabeces, twelve Abencerrages, 
Atfeftamar, and Muaa, At the queen's table feveral 
ladies of the firft rank were feated, Daraxa, Fatima, 
Xarifa, Cohaida, Zayda, Saracina, and Alboraya, the 
greateft beauties in Granada. The lovely Galiana alfo 
was prefent, daughter of the governor of Almeria, a 
neat relation of the queen's, with whom Abenamar was 
greatly enamoured, and had given many fetes in her 
honor. Mufic of all kinds played during the banquet, 
bttt thedrfcourfe ran chiefly on the late combat, which 
particularly mortified Albayaldos, who had not fo high 
aq opinion of the Matter's courage as the other gentle* 
ihen, and imagined that bad it fallen to bis lot to have 
encountered him in the room of Muza, the iifue of the 
battle would have been very different. He refolved 
therefore to take the firft opportunity of engaging him 
that might occur, 

Alhamm took apt off his eyes from Daraxa, whofe 

paffion for the noble youth was equally great : he was 

not only very bandfoore, but of the firft accomplifh- 

ments, and fo high ia the royal eftlmation that he was 

B % appointed 
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appointed Alguazii major of Granada, an office titter* 
given to any but the nobility of the firft confidence, an<ff 
Indeed always to one of the family of the Abencerrages, 
£5 the compendium of Stephen Garibai and Zamalloa r 
hiflioriographer of the kings of Caftile, informs us. 

Muzaf talked only of his new friend, and at the fame * _ 
time paid no attention to any but Daraxa, occupying- 
liimfelf entirely in admiring her, and almoft forgetting to 
cat ; the king perceived it with regret, as he was equal - 
lyfond'df herhimfelf, and had already difcovered his- 
pafliota, though Ihe would not liften to it. Mahomet 
Zegri was alfo another of her admirers, a gentleman of 
high quality, who though he well knew Muza paid his 
addreffes, could not be perfuaded to drop his purfuit. 
Daraxa however concerned herfelf not in the Ifeaft about 
any of thcfe gentlemen-, fatisfied with the mutual love' 
of her dfear Abencerragei But whilft the queen was en- 
tertaining herfelf after dinner in converfation with the 
ladies, a page came from Muza, and bending refpeS- 
fully oh his knees, prefented Daraxa with a bouquet of 
rdfes and other flowers. * « Fair lady ,'*feid he, • ' Muza, 
my mailer, kiffes your hands, andbegsyou to accept this 
bouquet that his own have gathered ;' he entreats you 
not to confider the meannefs of the 1 gift but the wilj of 
the cfonor; his heart is amongf the flowers. '*' Daraxa- 
looked at th^ queen, not knowing whether (Be ought to 
accept or refiife it, but perceiving- her majefty paid' not 
the leaft attention to the matter, and confideribg that 
it might be looked upon as a flight to the brother of the 
king not, to take it, and that to accept it could in no 
fhape derogate from the rules of modefty, (he took the 
bouquet from the hands of the page, merely returning 

his. 
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tie matter thanks, which gave no umhrage .to her ber- 
loved Abencerrage, whp perceived Daraxa' s manner of 
receiving it. Not fo the lovely Fatiraa, whofe heart 
was ready to burfl: with vexation, "Can you deny/' fakl 
ihe, approaching Daraxa, •' *hat Muza is your fervant ? 
Ah Daraxa, VQur receiving ihe bouquet plainly fhews 
how kindly yaUjentertainbis paflion,." Dajaxa, half ofr 
fended at the abruptnefs of the fpeech, replied, "Wonder 
not, my dear Fatima, to fee roe take the flpwiers ; were 
k not fqr fhewjng my ingratitude before fo flfiany ladies 
and gentlemen, I would inftantly tear theqi }nip p. thour 
farid pieces/' 

The king at this moment gave -orders for a general 
-dance, and prevented the difcouxfe being carried farther f 
Abenamar danced jvitfc Galiansk, Malique Alabezwitl* 
ibis lady Cohaicla, Abindarjaez wi;th Xarifa, Vanegas 
grith the lovely Fatima, Almotfidi, (a noble knight, a 
near relation to the king,) with Alboraya, a Zegri gen- 
tleman with Sarracina, and Alhamin Abencerrage with 
Daraxa, to whom, at the conclufion of the dance, af- 
ter he had made his bow, (he prefented the bouquet, 
which he received with thegreateft marks of fatisfa&ion 
from fo fair a donor : but Muza, who was obferving the 
-dance, and who took not .offjiis eyes for a fingle mo- 
jaent from Daraxa, »q fooqer objjbrved it, than ftung with 
madnefs, and forgetful of his refpeft to the royal pre- 
fence, with a terrible look, and fire flalhing from his eyes, 
advanced to the Abencerrage, and in a haughty tone 
. exclaimed, "Vile degenerate villain, how dared you, 
{mowing the flowers were gathered by my hands, an4 
Jhat I had fent them to Daraxa, how dared you think 
qf accepting them ? Did you not confider thejr were 
fc 3 " ininej? 
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mine? Were it not' from refpe&to the king my bra* 
ther I would chaftife jour infqlence qn the fpot.*' 

The Abencerrage, furprized at this rude behaviour, 
und at his little regard for their ancient friendship, an- 
fwered as fiercely, ** Whoever fays that I am a villain 
and bafe-born, lies a thoufan^ times ; I am a knight 
and a gentleman, and after the king, my mailer, there 
is none better than myfelf.'* They were now on the 
point of drawing their fwords, when the king and the 
nobility prefent interfered and prevented them ; hi? 
majefty however was fp offended at Muza for railing 
the difturbance, that he gaye him a feverp reprimand, 
and commanded him inftantly to leave the cqurt. " t 
go,'* cried Muza, " but fomp day in the ftirmifh 
with the Chriftians Kfuza will be miffed.'' He now 
turned his back to leave the falqon, but the gentlemen 
and ladies, prevented him, and intreated the king ti& 
mitigate his choler, and r evoke the fentence of banifh? 
ment : in fhort the queen and all prefect interefted 
themfelves fo earneftly in his favour that the king par-r 
doned his. offence, and procured a perfp& reconciliation 
tpith the Abencerrage, to whom Muza teftified the 
deepeft regret for his behaviour, acknowledging his 
f^ult, and attributing it wholly to his paffion. 

But thi$ quarrel was fcarcely adjnfted, Wher} 
another Hill worfe enftied; occafioned by a Ze- 
gri, the head pf his lineage, obferving to Alhamin^ 
the Abencerrage, that the king had found great fault 
with Muza his brother, but had not noticed one thing 
that he himfelf had fpoken, and it was, f* that after 
the king himfelf there was none fo good as you : now 
you know well," faid the Zegri, " that theie are manj 

noblemen 
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*He part of a gentfeman to arrogate to yoarfelf a degtefc 
of merit bey otid others : vr&t it not for raifitog a ne# 
dtftufbance, I would tell you that thefe frdtds fhliufd 
jcoft you deai;. n 

M*Hque Alabez, who was neatly related t& th£ 
Abencerrages, inftairtly extjalmed, " I wonder facte 
that you ftiould be th* ortly ptt-fotx ttf tafce ftotfee of 
ttls amotrgft fo many here prefent : this is no time t$ 
*enfe*r the difjjmtes, bat what Alhamio laid Was W6lt 
<aid, as sill Granada fcntiws< who gerrttetaCft ate, aai 
whence they derive their origin ; and let not yoti 2e* 
gries, that fpring from the kings of Cordova, imagine 
that you are fo good as the Abencerrages, who defcend 
from the kings of Morocco and Fez, aiad from the 
great Miramaratolin. The Almoradiss alfo are of 'the 
royal family of Granada ai*d of the kings of Africa, 
and we, the Alabeces, are defcetjded from king Almo- 
habez, lord of Cuco, and related to the renowned Ma- 
Jucos, Where then were a}l thefe that they were filent, " 
whilft you were feeking frefli altercation } I repeat it, 
after n*y lord, ,theking, there a?e none fo good as the 
Abencerrages, and whoever- afferts the contrary, lies, 
•and is no gentleman." 

When the Zegries, Gpmeles, and Muzas, who were 
all related to each other, heard this bold fpeech,-they 
were fo incenfed, that they ruftied upon Alabez to flay 
him, but the Abencerrages, Almqradies, ^nd other 
Alabeces, perceiving their intentions, rofe in his de- 
fence. The king faw npt Qnly the palace, but all 
prana<^ in danger of falling a facrifice to the tumult, 
gad therefore loudly exclaimed. " J^et no one draw 
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his fword, or ftir from his place, on pain qf treafqn. ,f 
Upon this Malique Alabez and the Zegri fat down, and 
the king calling the guards, pat them bpth in arreft. 
Alabez was confined in the Alhaiqbra, and the Zegri 
in the Red Tower, but in a fhort time the other gen* 
tlemen effected a recqnciliatiQn, and procured the king's 
pardon, who, to burj all in oblivion, ordered new tilts, 
find tournaments, and pafUmes of tfie ring to be held, 
Muza and he concerting the different amufements; but 
happy had it been for Granada if they had been all 
dropped, as the reader in the courfe qf ttie hiftpfy y^\\\ 
difcover. 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Hist'qry of Zayde and Zayda—^Fetes in Granada. 



B. 



IEFORE we proceed further, we (hall relate the 
ftory of the noble Zayde and the beautiful Zayda, 
whom he fo ardently loved, and of whofe amours all 
Granada rung. Zayda's father waaav^j-fe to the match , . 
and refolved to majxy h#r tq another, or at leaft fo to 
feem inclined, tbat Zayde might deli ft from |iis pur* 
fuit, and ceafe to range the ftreet before hjs houfe, to 
the difhonour of Zayda. With this intention he pre- 
▼ented his daughter from going to the window, and 
converfipg with Zayde ; the reftraint availed but little, 
as Zayde was Hill feen there, and loved Zayda more 
paffionately than ever. It however was foon reported 
in the city that Zayda was to be married to a rich and 
powerful Moor of Ronda; and now Zayde could get 
jro reft night nor day contriving how to prevent it 
pnd deftroy bis rival: daily did he walk before Jfayda's 
windqw, watching an opportunity to fpeak to her, and 
dreading leaft fhe fhojjld break the faith they had mu- 
tually plighted, and accept another. Zayde was every 
moment in expe&ation of feeing her at the balcony 
(he ufed to frequent, neither was Zayda lefs impatient 
to fee her lover, and to give him an account of the 
treaty her parents were completing: watching an oppor- 
tunity, {he one day perceived him call .a melancholy 

look 
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look towards her apartment, and advanced to the win* 
dow. In an inftant Zayde forgot his pain, finding 
his Zayda beautiful and lovely as ever, and thus did 
Zayde addrefs (he tdered mjftrefs of his heart. But 
as it is impoflible to clothe the ftory in more beautiful 
language, I fhall here beg leave to introduce the ballad 
firft publilhed by Dr. Percy,* obferving to the reader 
that it is not a tranflatipn, but an imitation from the 
ballad }a the original Spanifh. 

ALCANZOft and i?AYDA. 

Softly bldw the evening breezes, 
Softly fall the dews of night, 

Yonder walks the Moor Alcanfor, 
Shunning every gream of tight. 

In yon palate lives fair Zayda, 

Whom he loves with love (b pure ; 

Lovelieft (he of Moorifh ladies, 
He a young and noble Moor, 

Waiting for the appointed minute, 
Oft he paces to and fro ; 
. Stopping now, now moving forwards, 

Sometimes quick, and fometuues flow. 

Hop* 

• This ballad, as well at the other publifhed by Dr. Percy, ma- 
tt to mufic by Mr. Burton for the late Lady Webb, defigned at 
variation* to the tune of " Cease rude Boreas, blustering rosier. *y 
They are alfo fet by Giordan!, and are to be found at the npific fhopt* 
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Jlope and fear alternate teize hin*, , 
Oft he fighs with heart felt care.-** 

See, fond youth, to yonder window 
Softly fteps the timorous fair. 

Lovely feems the moon's feir luftre 
To the loft benighted fwain, 

When all filvdry bright fte rifea, 

Gilding mountain, grave, and plain* 

Lovely feems the fun's full glory, 
Tq the fainting feaman's eyes, 

When fome horrid ftorm difperfing, 
O'er the wave bis radiance flies. 

But a thoniand times more lovely 
To hei longing lever's fight 

Steals half feen the beauteous maiden, 
Thro' the glimmerings of the night. 

Tip- toe ftajtds the anxious lover, 
Whifpering forth a gentle figh ; 

." Alia keep thee* lovely lady, 

?< TeUtt*, aJ»Idoom'dtodie? 

" Is jt true the dreadful ftory, 

" Which thy damfel tells my page, 

" That, feduc'd by fordid riches, 

" Thou wilt fell thy bloom to age ? 



€t 
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44 An old lord from Antiquer* 

••' Thy ftern father brings along : 

** Bu,t cahft thou, inconftant Zayda, 
" Thus confenjt my lovt to wrong I 

*' If '4is true now plainly tell me, 
" Nor thus trifle with my woes 5 

€t Hide not then from meithe fecret, 

*' Which the world fo clearly kno ws. 

Deeply figh'd the coofcious maiden, 
While the pearly tears defcend ; 

" Ah J my lord, ioo true the ft'ory, 
" Here our tender loves muftend, 

€t Our fond fri»dfliip is difcover'd, 

? f Wei! are known our mutual Vows ; 

*' Alt my friends are full of fury : 

" Storms of paffion lhake the houfe. 

" Threats, reproaches, fears furround trte; 

* & My ftern father breaks my heart j 
*' Alia knows how dear it cofts me, 
' .' *' Generous youth from thee to part. 

" Ancient wounds of hoftile fury 

" Long have rent our houfe and thine; 
«* Why then did thy ihinmg merit 
" Win this tender heart of mine ? 
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* Well thou know'st how dear I lotM thee 
" Spite of all their hateful pride, 

*' Tho* I fear'dmy haughty father, 
44 Ne'er would let me be thy bride. 

" Well thou know'fl: what cruel chiding* 
" Oft I've from my mother borne, 

" What JVe fuffered here to meet thee 
41 Still at eve and early morru 

> 
•* I no longer may refill: them ; 

." All to force my hand combine ; 
" And to*morrow to thy rival 

" This weak frame I rauft refign. 

«• Tet think not thy faithful Zayda 
" Can furvive fo great a wrong : 

if Well my breaking heart affurea ratf 
" l*hat my Woes will not fce long* 

" Farewell then, my dear Alcanzorf 

' •• Farewell too my life with thee J 
" Take this fcarf a parting token ; 

" When thoii wear'ft it think On me. 

" Soon, lov'd youth, fome worthier maiden* 
" Shall reward thy generous truth ; 

49 Sometimes tell her how thy Zayda, 
" Died fbr thee in prime of youth/' 



To 
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*To him all amaaed, confounded; 

Thus ihe did he* woes impart i 
t)ecp he figh'd, then cry'd, €€ O Zaydal^ 

44 bo not, do not bi&k my heart. 

«* Carifb tiibu thinkl thus will love thee ? 

** Canft thdu hold my. tore f o f mall ? 
«' Nd! a thoufand times I'll perifo ! 

*« My cuxft tival tdo {hall falL 

"Canft thou, wilt thoti thus yrtld to them? 

* O bteak forth, and fly to ine ! 
u This fond heart fliall bleed to fare the** 

" Thefe fond aniis fhall theltef thee." . 

• f 'Tis in vain, id vain , Aleanzor, 

* c Spies furround me, bar* feture ; 

4i Scarce I ileal this laft dear moment, * 
" Whilft my damfel keeps the door. . 

** Hark ! I hear my father ftormtng! 

" Hat k ! I hear my mother chide ! 
u I muft go, farewell for ever ! 

" Gracious Alia be thy guide ! " 

Zaydanow withdrew/rom the balcony, leaving her lo- 
ver involved in a labyrinth of thought, biitaithough ihe 
had thus difmiffedhim, yetfometimes by ftealth they 
contrivedio fee each other ; their meeting however was 
not fo private but Tarfe, a friend of Zayde's, difcover- 
$d itj and was filled with the deepeft envy as he was 

himfelf 
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iinifelf fecrtffy moft paflkmatelj in love with Zayda i 
.Tarfe refolved therefore to fet then* at variance though 
it {houkL even coft him his life ; and may fuch be the fete 
of every one that breakfr the facred bond of frlendfhip* 

Zayda at length no longer dared venture to the baf* 
cony, whieh grieved Zayde fo extremely that he neg* 
le&ed the ufual neafoefs of his drefs, and hence the 
ladie* and gentlemen of Granada judged*of the hopelcfe 
ftate of his amout. Wretched, and unable to drive * 
thoufand perplexing thoughts from his imagination, 
he daily pined away ; but one dark night, to divert hk 
melancholy, he went to )iis accuftomed haxi'nt before 
Zayda's houfej and accompanied thefe words to h» 
Jute :-*• 

Teaw, that in vain eflay'd to move 
The cruel heart of her I love, 
Return unnoticM from the fea, 
♦ Ye flow'd from it/ ye flow from me* * 

Tet the hard rock your drops imprefsM 
When forrow tore my aching breaft, 
Such wa» the fign that Zayde gave 
TW Zayde was to loVe a Have. 

Tears that in vain effay *d to move 
The cruel heart of her I love, 
Return unnotic'd to the fea, 
Ye flow'd from it, ye flow from me* 

With many tears did Zayde ling in this moving ftram, 
breaking deep &gh& t that aimoft rent his heart, and 

fanned 



fanned the ardour of bis flame* The beauteous maiden 
tearing the lute, and knowing, her lover's voice, arofe/ 
and ftole foftly to a low balcony where (he could diO 
tinguifh the Words; and well did (be know their mean- 
ing, as the firft time Zayde faW her was in Almeria, 
* on the day of St m John, where he was commanding a 
frigate ; Zayda and her friends feeing the (hip gaily de- 
corated with ftreamers and colours taken from the chrif-' 
tians, dame on board to view it and its gallant captain* 
who was well known to Zayda's parents. Zayde re- 
ceived them with the utmoft civility* and calling his 
eyes on'Zayda, fell inftantly in love with her, present- 
ing her with many rich jewels, and venturing to difco* 
ver his paflion that by no means feemed difpleafing. 
Taking at length an opportunity to difclofe the fecret 
of his heart, they vowed eternal conftancy to each other* 
and Zayde refigning his {hip to a firft coufin, attended 
Zayda to Granada, and there paid her his addreffes* 
which were attended with the conferences that have 
been already related. 

It was the remembrance of their firft meeting that 
drew forth fuch tender ftrains, and Zayda, after he had 
concluded bis fopg* opening her window gently called 
him* "Why Zayde/' (aid fhe, "why will you ftill perfe- 
vere ? do you not know how I am cenfured for your 
fake, and how I am confined by my parents ? they have 
fworn if I perfift in my attachment they will fend me 
to my uncle's at Coin t do not be the caufe of this, it 
will break my heaft ; think not that I will ever forget 
you, thefe clouds may difperfe, and Alia may fend us 
happier days."* 
Weeping ftie withdrew, leaving her lover in deeper 

obfeurity 



qbfcurity than, the night wherein be was relied, the 
beft light of his eyes thus departing from him. Zayde*. 
feeing there was no profpeft of a happy end to his 
wi(hes, bent his fteps difconfolately home* 

Oneiky the lovely Moor platted^ wreath of her h*ir, 
that was finer thari Arabian tifTue, and with her hands 
Sound it round Zayde's turban, who delighted with this 
mark of her favor, was uncommonly gay and cheerful ; - 
but Tarfe chancing to meet Aim, and enquire the rea- 
fon, as every one is happy to tommunicate his joy to 
his friend, he trufted Tarfe with the fecret. Stung with 
roadnefs, Tarfe refolved to take the firft opportunity of 
betraying Zayde to his lady, which fixto happening, 
he exclaimed to her, if fs it yoU, M Madam, " that favor 
Zayde with your love, a lady that all Granada ref- 
pe&s? you know not bow much you are difhonored. 
But a ihort time fince I was prefent where many gen* 
tlemen boafted of their ladies favors, and Zayde taking 
off his turban, ibewed a wreath of hair, and told them % 
* that, youuhad platted it, and fattened it qn with your 
<£own hands," Fatally did Zayda believe Tarfe* and as 
women are apt to be fickle, in a moment all her love 
was converted to hatred. Grieving to find her honor 
thus ftained, (he fent a page to fummon Zayde to her' 
prefen.ce, 'and the inftant he appeared thu* angrily ad- 
dreffe4 him. <c Zayde, I infift that vou no longer fre- 
quent my doors, nor fpeak to any of my- Servants, you 
have difgraced me by {hewing the wreath of hair I 
gave you tQ Tarfe and others, and you have ^ wholly 
forfeited my efteem." Haftily (he withdrew, hearken- 
ing not to Zayde's protections of ianoqenee, who 
finding all he could fay avail nothing* vowed the de^ 
j ^ » ftrnftioa 
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ftruaion of Tarfe. This occafioned the following 
ballad. 



" Zayde, hence II give you warning, 
f * Walkjsiot up and down the ftreet ; 

€ * With my damfels bold no^onverfe, 

** Nor yet with my captives treat. *H 

* f Aft: no more what fcenea employ me, 

" Whom I Entertain a gueft; 
" Or what fetes will moft delight me, 

" Or^hatcoioutfspieafemebeft: 

*' Enotigh that for yonr fake theft colours . 

** Blirfhing in njy face axe feen, 
" Confciousthat I ©ace regarded 

" One that has fo tboughtiefs been. 

" I confefs that y6u are valiant, 

I* None your courage have withftood; 

ff< And that you have (lain iaftre chriftiana J 
" Than your veins have drops of blood; 

** That y6u are a gallant Captain, 

" And can manage well the fteed, 

(i That you dance and fing moftfweetly, 
" And in noble birth exceed. 

« That your countenance is man$v 
44 And your lineage too is fair ; 

« f That yoa are the prince of heroes, 
•• Graceful too beyoudcoflopare. 

"That 
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** TM my tefe is great to lofe yM, 
" And to *£h you great my gain ; 

" Bor^ but 4umb I had #dor'd you,— 
" You had nearer Jov'4 in rain* 

** Speech for once was not a bleffing, 

' * Better far the gift reject, 
" For your tongue, too much aflwrog* 

*' Pud my love no kind cefpeft. 

f c The fond maid that grant? yo« £f»vo»» . 

*' To avoid *mfoen difgracfe 
" In your hre«A muft plant a fertrefr, 

M O'er your, lips a Governor place* 

"-For your gallantoywid valour « 

" Will the J^uiks bofqms 6«e; 
" Gallantry *s our fex*s idol, 

" Zayde, weihe taave admire. 

" Therefore when you -make a 'banquet, 
" Of your dainties let them eat; 

u And your friends in : prude^t filence * 
" Of your- choiceftdifties treat* 

" Coftly was your &aft thro* fpeakjng, 
" Y<evimow was it in extreme ; 

" Would you knew but to prefervcmq, 
" As to wia;inj fead «ftpem»l 

* * " Scare* 



•• -Scarce you went from Tarfe's garden,* 
• • " When a public boaft you made, 
" An£ to your's and my misfortune 
<* Your true lady's gift difplayM. 

" To a Moor of little honor * 

" You exposed the wreath of hair, 

fl That upon ydur turban binding, , 

° I fo fondly planted there. r 

« # * Not to keep it, or return it, 

" Will I make my poor ifequeft ; 
. %t But I plainly tell you, Zayde, 
« " To my grief it is poffefs'd. 

. *' if I laugh, His at your foil/, * 

•' Folly fo untimely (hewn; 
** Will another keep your fecrets, 

M When you cannot keep your own ? 

**' I will hear no falfe excufes, 

" But I will again adrife, 
€€ That henceforth you ne'er addrefs me; 

€t Ne'er behold me with your eyes/* 

Thus to the Abencerrage 

Did the fair her wrath difplay, 

Adding as he leaves* her prefence, 
Thus fhould lore's offenders pay ! 

*••' " ■ * » Half 
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* Half mad to find himfelf fo grofcly falfiiied and em- 
broiled with his miftrefs, he inftantly went to look fox 
Tarfe, and found him in the fquare of Bibarrambla, giv- 
ing directions for the approaching ftte. Calling himr 
apart, "Tarfe," faid he, •* how is it that you have raifed a 
quarrel between me and Zayda ; why did you betray 
the fecret I trufted to your friendihip ? " Tarfe denied 
the charge, Zayde affirmed, and Tarfe again denied it ; 
■words at length grew high and they drew their fabres ; 
•they fought but a very few moments before Tarfe re* 
<ceived a rifertal wound, whereof he died within fix dayst 
•The Zegries, who were Tarfe's friends, would have 
t deftroyed Zayde on the fpot, .but the Abencerrage* 
flew to his affiflance, and had not the king interpofe<£ 
Oranada would that $ay have been involved in ruin, as 
the whole fa&ion of the Zegries, Gomeles and Mazas 
was engaged with the Alabeces, Vanegas, Gazules, and 
•Abencerrages, but king Boabdil, attended by many 
gentlemen of the other lineages, put a ,ftop to the. af- 
fray, carrying Zayde to prifon in the Alhambra. The 
cafe however being thoroughly ihveftigated, Tarfe was 

- found guilty, and that the honor of the beautiful Moor 
might receive noftain, the king commanded her to he 
given in marriage to Zayde, pardoning Tarfe's deaths 

. AH this added frefti fuel to the Zegries hatred, ne- ? 

- verthelefs the preparations. for the fetes continued, and 
, at length orders were iffued for their comfpehcement* 

Such is the hiftory of the noble Moor Zayde, and 
we may hence conclude that it is wrong to entruft any- 
one with our fecrets ; if Tarfe foughtto raife a quarrej. he 
, deferved his fate; if he was innocent, Zayda' s levity iji * 
.hearkening to afalfe report was the occafion ofjys* 
: deat^. 

Fj -The 
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Th6 affront which the Zegries had received at the 
ball in the prefence of the whole court, was not forgot- 
ten, arid though a reconciliation had apparently taketl 
place, tbtit rancour lurked the deeper ; but to avoid 
(hewing any open figns of tharr refentment, the Zegries." 
conforted as nfual with the AbencerragesandAlabeces* 
diflerabling as much as poffible their inordinate thirft 
for vengeance. A fhort time after 'the Zegries met to* 
gether at the caftle of Bibatambin, the palace of Maho- 
met Zegri, who was the head of the tribe, when the 
difcourfe turning upon the late affair, the fpAch of Ma- 
lique Alabez, and the approaching fete, Mahomet ad- 
dreffed them in the following words: "You well know, 
•illuftrious Zegries, that our ancient lineage has been 
long refpe&ed throughout Spain and Africa, and that 
our anceftors were kings of Cordova ; you alfo know 
in what manner our honor has been wounded and dif- 
graced by the Abencerrages, who have raifed theni- 
felves againft us, and are our declared enemies ; for this 
I fhould expire with forrow and vexation, if the hope 
of vengeance gave me not confolation. Our wrongs 
are mutual, we muft unite to feek fatisfa&ion. For- >' 
tune now prefents a favorable opportunity in the. tilt o^ 
canes to deftroy both Alabez and the proud Abencerfage 
| who infulted us. Let us therefore embrace it, and 
when thefe enemies are (lain, let us pufh forward our 
fncceft till we have rooted out the whole perfidious race, 
that is fo wrongly efteemfcdin Granada. Beneath our 
liveries we muft wear ftrong coats of mail, and as the 
king has appointed me captain of the Zegri band, let 
thirty of us drefs in fcarlet, with a plumage of blue fea- 1 
4 iters on our crefts, the ancient Kvery of the Abencer* 

rages; 
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rages : this mil give them the affront, and when the 
Affray begins let every one perform his part ; as we fhaU 
be armed we cannot fail of having the advantage. 
Friends, what have we to fear ? the Mazas and Gomeles • 
are jointly devoted to our party ; and whether the Aben- 
eerragee notice or pafs over the intended infult, let us 
jq the tilt play with {harp fpears inftead of canes. This 
is my counfel, friends, now give me yours ?" 

Mahomet ceafed, and the Zegries with one accord 
agreed his anger had a juft foundation : our injuries, 
cried tb#$r, are common, and we fwear to unite in 
avenging them': and thuafolemnly pledged to each 
•#ther, they feparated each to his home. 

Muza was at this time wholly occupied in preparing 
for the fete ; the king had made him captain of the band 
of Abencerrages, to which alfoM alique Alabez belonged* 
The livery tbey chofe was blue daraafk edged with filver 
lace, and blue and white plumes on tljgir creft to cor- 
refpond ; the pennants of their lances were the fame* 
The device on their fluclds was a favage ; Alabez alone 
bore his old device, a golden crown, with the motto op 
* the purple ribbon that bound it, " Of my blood." 
Mu?a's device was the fame as ^hen he fought I?ou 
ftodrigp, a danafel grafping a bleeding heart/ but with 
this motto, *' I 'count ray pain glory." The Abenceft- 
jragps chofe different i»ottoe, as they fancied, but tbey 
^11 rode white mares. 

When the day of the fete arrived the king ordered 
four *«d twenty bulls to be brought from the Sierra of 
Bonda, where they are in general extremely fierce, and 
the fquarpof Bibarnin?bla being prepared on the occa>- 
fion, the king, with his finite, tgojt his ffetipp on on*s.*f 
t)ie royal turrets, and the queen and her* ladies on the 
other. All the windows and balconies of the fur round - 
F + ing 
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Mg houfes were thronged with the moft beautiful ladie^ 
and fo great wa* (he concourfe of people affembled that 
there was not fpace to contain them : multitudes even 

% came from the diftant kingdoms of Spain, particularly 
-from Toledo and Seville, the rumour of the intended 1* 
fetes having drawn together the moil diftinguHhed per* 
fons of all the principal cities of Spain, - 

The Abencerrages encountered flie bulls with the *+. 
greatefl: courage and addrefs, and attra&ed the general * 
<applaufe a$d attention of all the ladies who were pre-* & 
fent ; no lady was held oftheleaft account who had not 
an Abencerrage in her train. It was no wonder there* 
fore to find them univerfally envied by the gentlemeiv 
but they were not more envied than efteeme* and that 
moft defervedly, for the Abencerrages were ail er* 
treuiely gallant, handfbme, and well-bred, difcreet 
and highly refpe&able. Never did the diftreffed ap- 
ply to an Abeaperrage for reUef in rain, and their be* * 
nevolence was frequently extended to the injury of their 
private fortunes. They were avengers of the wronged, 
peace-makers, fathers of orphans, lovers of fociety, 
and loyal and obedient to their kings ; friends to the 
captive Christians, frequently going to the prifons to 
vifitand confole them, furnifhing them with money, 
food, and raiment. In the moft arduous undertaking* 
the Abencerrages never difplayed the le^ft fymptoms of 
fear ; and for thefe, and a thoufand other good qualities* 

' they were beloved by the whole kingdom. 

Notlefs did the Alabeces this day diftinguiflb them- 
felves ; the Zegries alio proved their valour by piercing 
eight bulls, no Zegri, nor any of the horfes they rode; 
receiving the flighteft injury. 

ft 



- It was now about one o'clock, when the king ordered 
the clarionets to found as the fignal for tke gentlemen tat 
aiferable to a collation in his majefty's turret, and the 
ladies in the queen's. 

. The dreffes wore by the ladies were only excelled 
by the beauty of their perfons. The queen wore 9 
yery rich brocade, ornamented with gold and precious . 
gems, a tuft of feathers on her head, and a rofe with, 
a carbuncle of unufual magnitude in the center, that,; 
like the fun, dazzled the eyes of every beholder. Da* 
raxa was dreffed in blue, her petticoat of filver tiffue 
of the greateft finenefs, with blue and white feathery, 
the ufual ornament of the Abencerrages, on her head : 
her drefs became her extremely, no lady furpaffing he* 
in beauty. Galiana of Almeria was dreffed in white 
ftttin of foreign manufa&ure, her petticoat, fringed 
with purple, and her head drefs was difpofed with much 
fancy and elegance ; evidently indeed did it appear 
*hat her heart was difengaged, though {he knew Abe- 
namar wifhed to pay her his addreffes. Fatima's habit 
was purple velvet, no longer imitating Muza's livery, 
as (he plainly perceived he loved Daraxa alone ; and 
her. hair fell in loofe treffes over each, {boulder. In 
fine all the ladies who attended the queen, Cohaida, 
Sarracin?, Alboraya, and Xarifa, vied with each other 
in equal elegance. 

, All the ladies of the Abencerrage lineage were 
feated in a feparate balcony, and their drefs and per- 
fons were fo exquifitely beautiful, that the whole 
world could not fucpafs them. Above the reft: (hone 
Lindaraxa the daughter of Mahomet Abencerrage ; the 
gallant Moor Gazul was her admirer, and fpr her en* 
.tertainment he gave many fetes in Saint Lucaf. 

When 
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When the ladies and gentlemen had finifhed their 
repaft, which was about the hoar of two, a very fierce 
bull was let leofe, who immediately overturned every 
thing that flood in his way, and whofe fwiftnefs was 
fo great that the fleeteft horfe could not efcape his fury. 
Rapidly he cleared the fquare of all the foot-people 3 
the king who beheld the rage and fury of the animal, 
exclaimed it would be a noble deed to lance him, 
Malique Alabez without hesitation folicited his majefty's 
permiffion to encounter him, which was readily 
granted; Muza came with the fame intention, but 
perceiving Alabez had made a prior application, he for* 
bore to make his requeft. 

Alabez quitted the turret, and mounted a very find 

horfe which had been prefented to him by his coufin* 

the Alcayde of Velez el Blanco and el Rubio, whofe 

father was treacheroufly murdered by fome gentlemen, 

called 'the Alquifaes, out of envy for the preference 

thewn him by the king. Thefe Alquifaes, who were 

feven brothers, were fevereljr piinMhed for the murder, 

the king commanding them every one to be beheaded, 

and their effefts to be confifcated. Alabez rode round 

the fquare, tilfhe came oppofite to the turret where 

his lady Cohaida was feated, when he made his horfe 

bend^on his knees, and kifs the ground. Cohaida, 

who loved Alabez, rofe and courtebufly returned his 

falute ; highly gratified with the favour, Alabez fpur- 

Ted his horfe, and gallopped off as fwift as lightning;. 

fo fleet was his courfe that the eye could fcarce follow 

iim, and the king and the gentlemen round him were 

greatly charmed with the fight ; the Zegries alone were 

Imrfting with envy. The fliouts and flhricks of the 

people 
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people were now exceffive, the bull having {cowed 
the fquare, and killed five or fix perfons, and wounded 
as many more : feeing Alabez, he flew like the wind tQ / 
attack him ; but Alabez, willing to Ihew his addrefs, 
leaped from his horfe,- and boldly waiting the bull'g 
approach, with a cloak in his left hand, the moment the 
bull bowed his head to tofs him, he flung the cloak 
over his eyes, and feizing him by the horns with un- 
common ftrength, he fairly held him to the ground* 
The bull ftruggled to get loofe, but Alabez defended 
himfelf mofl manfully, though with no little rifle. 
Thinking the combat had lafled long enough, Aiabez 
with incredible force, as though the bull had been only 
a flieepi twilled his neck, and flung him on the ground, 
leaving him maimed and unable to flir. Incredible 
4 were the applaufes that rung from every quarter ; after 
Alabez had quietly mounted his horfe, he advanced 
towards the king, who had called hiro* with as much 
*modefty as though he -had performed no fuch adventu- 
rous feat ; " Your valour,'* cried his majefty, " has 
given me the higheft pleafure, I expected no lefs from 
a knight of your accomplilhments; I prefent you there- 
fore with the Alcaydefhip of Cantoria, and appoint 
you captain of a troop of a hundred gentlemen ; Ala- 
bez then haftened to afcend the turret and kift the king's 
hknd for this new mark of favour. # 

It was now near four o'clock, when the king ordered 
the trumpets to found for the cavaliers to mount their 
horfes ; whilft they were engaged in this employment 
a very agreeable concert of muflc begun. Muza and 
his fquadron foon made their appearances, entering four 
a breaft by the ftrcet of Zacatin, and making a circle 

round 
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found the fqaare, they refpeftfully bowed to the qu,eetf 
and the ladies as they paffed them. Muza, Alabez, 
and the thirty Abencerrages looked fo handfome oir 
their white Mares, that they captivated^ the hearts of 
M the ladies. Not with lefs galldntry did the Zegries 
ienter at the oppofite gate, mounted on bay horfes, and 
cloathed in fcarlet and green, with blue plumes on 
their crefts; the device on their fhields was a lion 
chained by the, hand of a damfel, with this motto, 
*• Love is ftrongeft." They advanced four a breaft, 
and riding alfo round the fquare, the two parties began 

• Ikirmifli of eight to eight, keeping time to the mufic. 
The Abencerrages, feeing the blue plumes on thfe 
crefts of the Zegries, were greatly nettled, and endea- 
voured to difmount them with their canes, but the 
Zegries defended themfelves fo fkilfully that they could 
-not fucceed in the attempt, and thus the fports con- 
tinued giving the bigheft fatisfa&ion to the fpedators. 
-Mahomet Zegri, who had plotted the deftru&ion of 
Alabez and the Abencerrages, as was related before, 
made a fignal for Alabez* s fquadron to encounter the 
•fquadron he commanded, defigning, as he had already 
rplanned, that the whole eight fliould make a joint e£- 
•fort againft Alabez alone: fix canes being already 
i thrown, and the game growing hot, Mahomet ex- 
claimed, "Now, friends, is our time," and catching up 
;« (harp javelin, inftead of a cane, he awaited Alabez's 
approach, and the moment he fpurred his horfe to the 
rencontre, while he was coveting himfelf with his 

jibield, the Zegri fixing bis eye on him, meditating 

* where he might beft inflid the wound, threw the jave- 
lin with fuch force, that the fhaij> iron not only paffed 

:. ..- ; through 
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ibrougli the ftiieldof Alabez, but through his arm aHov- 
Alabez, feeling aa uncommon pain all over his bodyv 
withdrew to his poll, not conceiving he was wounded,) 
when putting his hand to his arm he found it bleeding, 
and then perceived in what manner he had been 

^ wounded. " Friends," cried he,, to Muza and ther 
Abencerrages, " there is treachery againft us, the? 
Zegries throw javelins inftead of canes ; fee how I an* 
wounded." The brave Abencerrages immediately, 
caught up their lances to be prepared againft what 
might follow, and at the moment the Zegri fquadrdn ; 
was returning to its poft, Alabez threw himfelf before: 
them, and flinging his lance, " Traitor/ 9 cried he, to, 
Mahomet, " youliave behaved like a villain, and not 
like a gentleman/' Not in vain did the javelin fly,, 
but piercing both the buckler and coat of mail of Ma- 
homet, entered near a foot into his body, and in an in-* 
ftant he fell dead from his horfe. - 

A very fierce and bloody flrirmifh now enfued ; a* 
the Zegries were armed they would have had the ad-^ 
f antage, had not the valour of Muza, Alabez, and the 
Abencerrages counterbalanced it ; fo well they fought 
that they received not a blow without amply avenging 

- it.*' The fhouts and t:ries of the people became ex- 
tremely tumultuous, when the king .feeing the game 
lb ferious, haftened down to the fquare, and rode 
amongft the combatants with a truncheon in his hand, 
crying, " away ; away!" Granada was in a dreadful 

. uproar ; Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas, engaging the 

Almoradies, Abencerrages, and Vanegas ; ' and fuch 

fchifms among princes produce the future deftruftion 

of kingdoms. At length Muza and the Abencerrages 

t . . . , withdrew, 



To the fort of Bibatambin 

Back^he Zegri bands refort. 
All Granada's in confufion, 
- All the city, all the court* 
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CHAP. VII. 



Fatimas grief for the. loss of her Father~Hi/iory of 
. Galiana, Sarracino, and Abtnamar. 



HE lovely Fatima's affli&ion for the death of her 
father was fo truly heavy that it was ferioufly appre- 
hended the lofc of reafon, if not of life, would enfue, 
as neither the queen, nor any lady of the court, could 
confok her. With perpetual forrow and lamentation 
Ihe became a perfe& (hadow, fcarce even to be known 
for the fame perfon. Medicine made her only worfe 
inflead of better. When at length it was judged ex* 
pedient to fend her to Alhama, to the palace of the 
governor, who had a very beautiful and prudent 
daughter, in the hope, that in the fociety of fo amiable 
♦ girl, Ihe might in time recover her former ferenity. 
$o Alhama ihe was therefore efcorted. 

Galiana, 
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txalianij who 4iad hitherto efcaped the foft tram* 
triels of love, was now fmitten with the tender paf- 
lion, and fending a faithful page to the obje& of her 
affe&ion, Hamet Sarracino, he haftened to the palace* 
and found her alone in her apartment* Blufhing (he 
rofe to receive him, and when Sarracino enquired tyhat 
Commands (he would be pleafed to honor him with, 
flie defired he would take a feat near her, and then, 
began to difcourfe on the late fetes, Mahomet* s death, 
and the unhappy diffenfions that exifted : during the 
fconverfation their eyes and hearts became mutually 
entangled, and Sarracino, delighted to find himfelf be- 
loved by fo fair a lady, made the following reply :— • 
*' Great indeed* madam, has been the tumult between 
the . Zegries and the Abencerrages, and the death of 
Mahomet was moft Unfortunate, but you may be well 
affured that^flie conflict your beauty and lovelinefs have 
faifed in my bofom is far greater ; my heart feels a 
pain fo ardent that without the pleafing remedy of 
hope I muft foon expire. Receive me, therefore, fair 
lady, into your fervice, let me entreat you to be fa- 
vourable to my wifhes." 

Attentively did Galiana liften to the noble Moor, 
and when he had finifhed his fpeech, fhe was over- 
joyed to find her affection fo fondly returned ; love 
had indeed afiumed his full dominion over her, and 
tenderly regarding Sarracino, fhe pleafantly replied,. 
*' It is no new thing, Sarracino, for gentlemen to love 
ladies at firfl fight, and for fome few days to vifit 
them, and to pay them every token of regard ; but, 
when the fond fools have furrendered their hearts, and 
thrown away their liberty, they forget, defpife, and 

G avoid 
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avoid them- The lady that tvontd live free arid 
happy inuft give no ear to any falfe delufive pro* 
xnifes." 

" I fwear by Mahomet/* cried Sarracino, " and may 
Alia forget me if I forget the faithful promife I now^ 
make of loving and adoring you ! By the honor of a 
knight I will be true whilft I have breath, and ever 
obedient to your commands." 

'• I believe," replied Galiana, " fo noble a gentle- 
man would riot forfeit his word ; but I am on the point 
of returning to Almeria, my father's leave of abfenee 
is expired ; yet before I leave Granada I coujd wifh to 
hold fome further converfation with you on this fub- 
je&, and if you pleafe it fhall be this very night be- 
neath my balcony ; we may then converfe with more 
liberty than we can at prefent, as here the king may * 
notice us ; go therefore, and Alia be your guard !" 

Thus highly favoured Sarracino withdrew. Proud 
to be diftinguifhed by fo fweet a lady every minute 
till midnight feemed an age. Phoebus at length finiftied 
his career, and funk into the lap of Thetis i no fooner 
had the hour of midnight arrived, and the reign of 
Morpheus was complete, than Sarracino armed to de- 
fend himfelf againft any untoward occurrence, that 
might poffibly happen, drew near to-Galiana's window, 
where to his great furprize he found his poll occupied 
by another, and heard a voice finging delicately to a 
lute, with frequent paufes and fighs, that breathed all 
the ardour of pafiion, and as fongs in the Arabic lan- 
guage are generally very tender, he liftened to the 
mufician, and diftinguifhed the following words ;— ■ 

Divine 
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Divine Galiana, paffing fair 

Like her that did the apple gain, 
The caufe of that difaftroutf war, 
* Which ruin d Troy's devoted plain. 

He that fhall tail thy charms his own, 
Thy lovely face that fweetly fmileg, 

May boafb of joys to all unknown. 

Save Mars entrapt in Vulcan's toils* 

A nymph, like Helen's felf, may boaft, 

That drew from Greece the wdrrior hoft* 

Ah ! fince thy beauty, ttnexcell'd, 
Has tong my heart a captive held, 
Let not *Anaxarete's hate, 
In thee tevivM, become my fate; 
But as thou art a goddefs born, 
So let me not expire forlorn* 

Sarracino hearing this amorous fong, approached 

towards the performer, who, the moment he found 

himfelf obferved, left off finging, and, catching up his 

arms, prepared to defend himfelf* It was indeed Abe- 

o a namar, 

• Anaxarete dwelt in the ifland of Cyprus: *ihe was of royal 
defcent, and unrivalled beauty. Iphis of the fame city fell deeply 
In love with her, but not being able to obtain her, 'was fo over- 
whelmed with grief that one night he hanged himfelf before her 
door. As his funeral proceeded along, attended by a numerous 
company, according to his quality, Anaxarete beheld the proceflion 
from the top of her houfe, but without remorfe, upon which Venus, 
for her cruelty, turned her to (tone. 

Bell's New Pantheon. 
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flamar, who, being greatly enamoured of Galiana, erf* 
deavoujred in this manner to gain her affection. 

Sarracino advancing, demanded who the muficiari 
was: " A man;" replied Abenamar. *• Whoever " 
you are/' continued Sarraeinoy * c you do wrong to 
difturb the queen and the ladies, who are fleeping i» 
Ihofe apartments, giving rife to fufpicions that are per-* 
haps unfounded." " That is nothing to you/' replied 
Abenamar, " don't trouble yourfelf with the concern* 
of others, but pafs quietly on your way, before youl 
are compelled." " O villain!" cried Sarracino, " I'll 
fee if your deeds are as'Bratfe as your words;" and 
guarding himfelf with his target, he fiercely attacked 
Abenamar with his fword, who on- his part was equally 
yeady, arid they prefently began to exchange many 
furious blows. The noife occafioned by the clafhing 
of their arms haftened fome young Moorifh gentlemen 
to part the combatants, but they came too late, as the 
moment Abenamar and Sarracino heard people ap- 
proaching, they fled different ways* 

Galiana, who faw what had pafled from the balcony 
where fhe was ftanding, froni the time Abenamar 
Began to fing, gently withdrew into her apartment* 
terrified at the apprehenfian of an accident befalling 
her beloved Sarracino. * • . 

The affair was not fo feeret but it came to the king's 
knowledge* who endeavoured to difcover the authbrs 
of the difturbance, but finding it impoflible, he gave 
orders for fifty gentlemen to attend Galiana home to 
Almeria ; when jiift as they were on the eve of de- 
parture, her father, Mahomet Muftapha, entered the- 
palace, leading in his hand another daughter* younger 

•that* 
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Aan Galiana, and equally beautiful, whofe name was 
Selima, The king rofe, and welcomed the Alcayde ; 
*i My worthy friend, Muftapha;" faid he, '* your 
arrival gives me' the higheft pleafure, your daughter 
Galiana was about to return home, attended according 
v to her rauik and merit." - 

" Your majefty's munificent hand," replied Mufl-a* 
pha, c< has heaped a thoufand favours upon me ; may 
you long govern us peacefully and happily!" c< I 
thank you," replied the king, who then embraced 
Selima, whilft (he refpe&fully kiffed his hand. The 
queen and the ladies welcomed her to the city, (he 
tiffed her majefty's hand alfo, arid then affe&ionately 
embraced her filler, every one admiring her beauty, 
| whilft Selinaa w^s * equally phanzjed with their affa- 

! - Wlit/. 

' v The gentlemen congratulated Muftagjia on his arri- 

I val at court, and the king ordered a -very rich cufhion 

! to be brought for him to fit on, repeating he was glad 

'to fee ' him and his daughter, and enquiring what 

i brought him to Granada : *' Mighty fire f " replied the 

I Alcayde, iC next to the defire of paying you my re- 

i fpe£s, I bririg my daughter to wait upon hex majefty, 

| with thefe ladies, and her filler Galiana, a;*d that (be 

! paay no longer remain in Almeria, where the Chriftian? 

are daily difturbing us with alarms, I imagined that 

flie would be happier in your majefty's court /than with 

me." ■'■' You judged right," replied the king, " ihe! 

may with us enjoy her fitter's company, and the fetes 

we are giving in honour of our nuptials, though fome 

of them have indeed been produftive only qf confu* 

Aon," ' 
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At this moment an old Moor entered the faloon, and 
informed his raajefty that a Chriftian knight was in the 
Veiga, well-accoutred, and riding on a powerful freed, 
but that they could not afcextain who he was, as hi* 
vifor was down. The king and queen were then in 
the Alhambra, though not together, as the latter had, 
whilft the king and Muftapha were converfing, gone to 
the tower of Comares to pay a vifit to the king's fa- 
ther ; at this news however they all afcendedthe tower 
of the bell, the higheft in the Alhambra, which com- 
mands a view of the whole plain, and looking towards 
it they perceived a knight in very bright armour, with 
a red crofs on his fbield and helmet, mounted on a 
very noble horfe, riding as much at his eafe as if he 
had been on his own territories. ** It is impoffible*'* 
cried the king, " but this muft be the Matter of Cala-» 
'trava, by the badge he wears, and his boldnefs in 
advancing fo near to the walls of the city." It wag 
however Ponce de Leon, who the moment he perceived 
the queen and the ladies, lifted up his vifor, and re- 
fpe&fully faluted them. They now difcovered who the 
knight was, and returned the falute. 

Don Manuel then hung a red banner, the fignai of 
battle, on the point of his lance; and immediately 
Muftapha requefted permiflion of the king to encounter 
him, as he had formerly flain one of his uncles in 
fingle combat, and he wiftied to revenge his death. 
** Do npt trouble yourfelf," replied the king, M there 
are gentlemen enough in my court ready and willing 
for the encounter, and at the moment feveral prefented 
themfelves ; but a page informed them it was needlefc 
to take any further trouble, as a cavalier had already 

fallie4 
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{allied out with her majefty's permiffion. On the king's 
enquiring who he was* the page replied it was Malique 
Alabez. " I am certain then," cried his raajefty, 
*' he will acquit himfelf nobly, and lince both the 
knights are equally valiant, the combat vill be inter 
refting." 

Many of the gentlemen envied Alabez, but Cohaida 
was extremely concerned, as (he loved him moft ten- 
derly, arid could not bear to fee him expofe himfelf to 
fittch imminent danger. With her majefty's leave 
therefore flie retired, and in great anxiety awaited the 
iffue of the combat. The king and the courtiers 
watched Alabez's departure from the city, and the 
populace were «ager to fee the battle. His majefty 
gave orders for an hundred gentlemen to attend him, 
to be prepared againft any ainbufcade of {he Cbrif- 
tfansi, 



04 CHAP. 



( 89 ) 



CHAP. VIII. 

Combat between Alabex and Ponce de Leon^ 



Nc 



I O fooner had Don Manuel hting the red' banner 
on the point of his lance, than Alabez threw himfelf 
on his knees before her majefty, and folicited per- 
miffion to fally out to the fkirmiih, declaring he 
Ihould be proud to fight beneath the ladies* aufpices. 
The queen delighted with his gallantry, replied, " Sir 
knight, you do us honor ; go, if it be your pleafure, 
and fuccefs attend you!" " Alia* I trull," cried 
Alabez, €t will grant me vi&ory ; u and making his, 
obeifance he departed, but not before he perceived how 
greatly Cohaida was diftreffed. 

When Alabez arrived at his palace he ordered the 
grey fteed to befaddled, that his uncle, the Alcaydeof ^ 
t*es Velez, had fent him, and clad himfelf in a flout 
co^t of mail, taking afhield made in Fez, and arming 
his head with a cap of fteel, crefted with purple and 
white feathers. The cap he fattened on with a blue 
filk handkerchief embroidered with gqld ? that came 
round his head and formed a turban on the top : in the 
center full in front was a very rich medallion of Arabian 
gold, engraved with a royal hunt, and furrounded with 
leaves of laurel, cut out of a very fine emerald, and 
in the center of jthe medallion, the pi&ure pf his be- , 

tove4 



C 89- > 

Ibved lady was drawn to the very life. He chofe a 
lance of the belt tempered fteel, and thus completely 
armed, Alabez fallied out at the gate of Elvira* 
where many ladies were waiting to fee him, from 
whom he reteeived the higheft applaufes. At the gate 
/an hundred cavaliers were ftationed to attend him, 
who, as they rode along, made a {ham fight, to the 
great pleafure of the , fpe&ators. When they paffed 
under the window at which the king and queen were 
feated, Alabez made his horfe bend on his knees, as did 
likewife the other cavaliers. 

Alabez now rode on before his troop, and approaching 
Don Manuel, exclaimed, " Certainly, Chriftian knight, 
your noble mien has enchanted every beholder ; your 
valour, we are affured, muft correfpond to it. I glorjr 
in this meeting, fince, if fortune grants me viftory, I 
Jhall be the happieft knight in all the world ; but 
fliould I perifli or become your captive, what fate more 
honourable, fince you will be its author? Inform me, 
therefore, I befeech you, from whom I am to meet 
vi&ory or death ?" Don Manuel then replied, 
»•' Noble Moor, your courtefy deferve the fatisfa&ion 
you defire ; I am Don Manuel Ponce de L xm, and 
fight beneath the banners that you fee ; and fince you 
now know mj name, I {hall be no lefs happy to know 
your's?" 

" It would be -unworthy of a gentleman," cried 
Alabez, " to refufe it. I am called Malique Alabez, 
of royal lineage ; our fidrmifh therefore will by no 
means difgrace you, and fince we are now acquainted, 
Jet us begin the combat.'" 

The 
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s The Champions now wheeled round their horfes, &nd 
attacked each other fo impetuoufly that it feemed as if 
two rocks had met, and in the rencontre they gave and 
received fuch dreadftrf blows, that it filled the fpe&ators 
with aftonifhment. The (hields could not refift their 
fury, both, were broken; but they again returned to 
the charge with equal courage. More than two hours 
did they fkirmifh in this manner, without giving or 
receiving a wound ; the Moor at length perceiving the 
vigour of Don Manuel's horfe to flacken, (although 
thcdefeft was amply fupplied by his (kill, as Don Ma- 
nuel himfelf had alfo perceived it,) endeavoured to gain 
an advantage by returning more frequently to the 
charge, and making his horfe give fo many. capers and 
curvets that Ponce was filled with amazement; by 
thefe evolutions Malique fought to throw him from 
his feat, which he at length nearly effefied by wound- 
ing him firft on the right arm, and then wheeling 
round to his left fide woiinding him there alfo, the 
fteel bring fo well tempered that it eafily pierced the 
coat of mail. The wound was dangerous, and a great 
deal of blood flowed from it, but whilft he was again 
wheeling round, Don Manuel gave him a deep ftroke 
on the fide. No ferpent could rage more furioufiy 
than Alabez, who in the next encounter, that was 
fiercer than any, drove his lance through Don Manuel's 
fliield, but at the fame inftant received a Hill worfe 
wound than the former. Both the knights were highly 
enraged to find themfelves wounded without gaining 
the leaft advantage, and Don Manuel, thinking the 
fault lay in his horfe, nimbly leaped from his back, 
fend drawing his fword flew towards Alabez, who won- 
dered 
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dered greatly to fee him difmounted, but at the fame 
time was above taking any advantage of him, and 
therefore he alighted alfo, and drawing near Ponce de 
Leon, trailed to the ftrength of his arm, arid the ex- 
cellence of his fhield, and with an Arabian fcimitar in 
his hand, he gave him fuch terrible blows, that he 
amply felt his vigour, and was compelled to take all 
imaginable care to defend himfelf. 

Don Manuel was however not only ftrong and a&ive, 
but more expert iii thefe combats than Alabez, and 
retained the advantage. Alabez in vain endeavoured 
to wound him, and grew every moment fainter from 
the lofs of blood, and the great exertion which he 
made, while Ponce de Leon was full as powerful as 
when he began the combat. 

It was marvellous to fee the horfes, with manes 
*reft, biting and kicking each other, and engaging in a 
ikirmifh that was highly entertaining to the king and 
the ladies ; the Moor's horfe was purpofely trained 
%o the exercife, and had the fuperiority. 

The warriors ftill continued fighting, but greatly 
to the disadvantage of Alabez, who was nearly over- 
come with fatigue, when fortune favoured him by the 
fallowing accident. Don Manuel had left eighty of 
feis attendants at fome dittance from the place of com- 
bat, whQ finding their matter fo long abfept, drew 
onward to learn the motive, when being perceived by 
the hundred Moors, who efcorted Alabez, they rufhed 
forward with great ihouts towards the Chrittians, and 
the latter, imagining there was treachery intended, 
advanced to their matter's defence. A very bloody 

ikirmifli 



flurmifh immediately enfued, and the ground was 
fliortly ftrewed with dead bodies. 

The two cavaliers, feeing this unneceffary fray, did 
all they could to put a flop to it, and endeavoured tq 
gain their horfes, but were prevented by the vafl: tu- 
mult which prevailed. The Moors tried to favor 
Alabez, and the Christians their General, when after 
many attempts the latter caught Alabez's fteed, and 
placed Ponce de Leon upon it, who darting among! 
the enemy, wounded and flayed on all fides. Alabe* 
was at the fame time mounted on Ponce de Leon's 
horfe, not overpleafed with the exchange, though in 
reality there was no difference in their value, fave that 
his own was the lighteft of the two ; and now Alabez. 
in his turn fiercely, attacked the Chriftians with hi* 
fonce, doing them vafl: injury. 

The king, feeing the tumult, ordered the trumpet* 
to found to arms, and immediately a thoufand of his 
troops fallied forth to the fuccour of their friends, but 
Alabez carefully looking round for Don Manuel, 
caught his eye, and made figns to him to retire apart, 
which greatly delighted Ponce, who imagined they 
fhould now finifh their combat. Alabez however in* 
ftantly undeceived him: " Valiant and illuftrious 
knight/* cried he, ,€ your gallant behaviour induces 
me to warn you of approaching danger ; doubtlefs you 
hear thofe trumpets ? they found to arms ; a thoufand 
Moors will in an inftaht pour down to my fuccour, and 
how can your little hofl: ivithftand fuch numbers? 
Withdraw your foldiers from the field, and I fwear by 
the faith of knighthood, whenever you pleafe, to 

■ end 
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^rtd oiir combat. I advife you as a gentleman, a& as 

jrou think proper." 

" I thank you, noble Moor/' replied Don Manuel, 
€€ and as a. pledge that I -will perform my part of the 
engagement, I will keep your horfe till we meet again ; 
ixiine is as good as your's ; treat him as your*s fliall be 
treated.*' Don Manuel then blew a cornet, the fignal 
of retreat { and immediately the Chriftians heard it, 
and joined tbeir leader* galloping away from the iield 
of battle- The Moors alio joined Alabez, and re- 
turned to the city : at the gate of £lvira, Alabez met 
the troops that were advancing to his fuccotfr, and 
> gave them orders to proceed no further. His majefty 
and the courtiers came to meet and to conduft him to 
his palace, where his wounds were dreffed and fhortly 
healed. Don Manuel was fo mortified. at the inter-* 
ruption of the combat, that he would fpeak to no one 
nor anfwer any queftions that were put to hiifci, 
blaming only his own troops for advancing, which was" 
the occafion of the Adrmifh and tumult* This battle 
gave' rife to the Infuing ballad. 

Saddle mfe the Alcayde's fteed 

Of Los Velez, the bright grey ; 

Bring me the fttong (hield of Fez, 
I muft to the field away. 

Bring the coat of mail, and lance, 
With the point of temper'd fteel ; 

A ftout helmet, and a cap ; 
Purple let the hue reveal ; 

White 
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White and yellow be the plumes 5 
And the jacket too I'll wear, 

Beauteous Cohaida work'd, 

Zelin Hamet's daughter fair. 

And the rich medallion bring ; 

Round it a light wreath is feen ; 
Brighteft emeralds are the leaves, . 

Like the laurel, ever-green. 

Let my lady haften out, 

Tell her I am goio&to fight. 
If her lovely eyes but fmile, 

Evil cannot harm her knight. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR IX. 

Fetes and ' tilts—Increasing dissentions of the Zegriei 
and Abcncerrages. 



HE valiant Moor Abenamar at length difcovered 
that it was Sarracino with whom he had the no&urnai 
rencontre in the fquare of the palace ; and was highly 
offended both at the wound he had received and the in- 
terruption of his Serenade ; foon after he faw Galiana 
engaged in conveifation with him from the window of 
her apartment,- and grieving to think (he had forgotten 
all his kind offices at Almeria and at court, refolved to 
forget her alfo, and to turn his eyes towards the lovely 
Fatima, who was now returned to Granada, beauti- 
ful as ever, and the more fincere was Abenamar in his 
intention as he perceived Fatima had entirely relin- 
quHhed her affecYion for Mu2a, having before her de- 
parture for Alhama, obferved that he openly paid his 
addreffes to Daraxa. 

The enamoured Moor began his court to Fatima 
with every demonftration of love, nor wasfhe deaf to 
his paflion. *Daraxa and Alhamin were married ; and 

Muza 

• There arc evidently two Daraxas \x\ the book, whom Gines 
Perez confounds together ; one the daughter of Hamet Alabez, the 
. other of Mahomet Abencerrage, and fitter to Lindaraxa, married 
hereafter to Zulema Abencerrage, 
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Muza had happily placed his affe&ions on Selima uptori 
her firft arrival at court ; there was not a gentleman in- 
deed that loved not fotne lady or other, and on this 
account Granada was more gay than ever. The brave 
Audalla loved the beautiful Axa, and as he was a noble 
Abencerrage gentleman, he gave many entertainments 
in her honor. 

Ahenamar, bent on revenging himfelf of Galianaand 
Sarracino, requefted the king's permiffion to hold a ' tij t 
at the ring on Saint John's day, wherein he might give 
a general challenge. The king took great delight in 
thefe diveffions, and was moreover pleafed that the 
whole court ihould teftify its joy on the fafeiffue of th§. 
late' combat- between Alabez and Poface de Leon* 
Orders were therefore given for the approaching tilt to 
be proplaimed throughout the city, and that allknights 
who were inclined to enter the lifts with Abenanjar, 
and run three lances at the ring, Ihould bring the , 
portraits of their ladies, and riik them againft the 
portrait and a golden chain of the value of a thoufand 
doubloons, which the challenger would produce. 

Every gentleman was highly pleafed with the chal- 

• lenge, fome with the view of flie wing, the portraits of 
their beauteous ladies, others in the expe&ation of 
winning the golden chain and the challenger's portrait. 
Sarracino readily conceived Abenamar's intention,, and 
was happy in the opportunity of (hewing his dexterity 
in Galiana's prefence ; and both he, and the other cava- 
liers that were inclined to enter the lifts, bad their ladies 

, painted in the.moft fkilful manner, in the dreffes they 

«. ufeally wore* f ^ ^ 
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The day of St. John, fo highly celebrated in moft 
nations of the world, at length arrived, and the Gre- 
nadine nobility dreffed themfelves in their richeft ap- 
parel, and moft coftly jewels, but thofe who defigned 
to enter the lifts were diftinguifhed by their liveries. 
They fallied forth to the banks of the Genii in two 
fquadrons, the firft confifting of the Abencerrages and 
their opponents the Zegries, and the other of the Almo* 
radies and Vanegas againft the Mazas and Gomeles, and 
-began a ikirmiih with canes very pleafantly to the 
found of mufic. The Abencerrages wore purple and 
gold, with red plumes on their heads, and their device 
was a fuii. The Zegries were dreffed in green and 
gold, embelliihed with half moons. The Almoradies 
-wore fcarlet and purple extremely rich, and the Go- 
meles and Mazas purple and orange. It was a diverting 
fight to fee thefe different bands running by pairs ofr 
the plain, it feemed indeed more like a field of 
battle than a tournament. King Boabdil, in a drefc of 
ineftimable value, was prefent on the fpot, attended by 
many of his court, to prevent all mifunderftandings, 
and the queen and ladies were in the towers of the Al- 
hambra, vaftly delighted with fo agreeable a fight. 
-The Abencerrage and Almoradi gentlemen diftin- 
,guiihed.themfelves particularly, and Muza, Abenamar, 
and Sarracino performed wonders in the tilt, but the 
fport growing warm between the Zegries and Aben- 
cerrages, the king, the moment he perceived it, or- 
dered the trumpets to found a retreat, and galloping 
towards them put an end to the engagement. 

The.gallant Abindarraez that day outlhone his com- 
petitors ; his miftrefs the lovely Xarifa was prefent, to 

h whom 



whom the queen obferved, (he might efteera bttfett 
happy in having fo noble a gentleman in her train. 
Xarifa made no reply, but blufhed and concealed her 
fatisfa&ion. Fatima's eyes followed Abenama* 
wherever he went, and Xarifa imagining they weife 
fixed on Abindarraez* as the gentlemen were riding 
fide by fide, with forae littte jealoiify exclaimed, 
€i Ah, Fatima, wonderoua are the miracles of love, 
the eyes fpeak his language when the tongue is filent^ % 
Wifl you deny the paffion that your beauteous, counte- 
nance difplays ? Awhile it was like the rofe on the 
tree ; and now it is pale and melancholy* a fure inde&r 
of what paffes in the bofom : and is it not Abindaflrate 
that occafions this? Keep it not a fecTet, but tell rate 
if it is true, and I will do all in my power to befrierfd 
you," Fatima equally fagacious and prudent, eatfify 
percei^d her aim, and replied, " True, Xdrifa, thfe 
. miracles bf love are wonderful, but they have nev^fr 
reached me to my knowledge, nor have I experienced 
their effedb. If I am fad and melancholy, the caufe 
may be readily divined ; thefe fetes recall the paft 
events, and bring the death of a beloved father back 
to memory. Were love the occafion, Abindatrae* 
would not be my choice, fince there are prefent many 
gentlemen of equal merit and accomplifliments. ^Tbe 
Tports of the ring will foon commence, and wheti £ach 
cavalier produces the portrait of his lady you will fee 
whether I hav£ fpoken truth." 

The converfation now dropped, and Fatima turning 
her eyes on Abenamar faw him perform a thonfantl 
gallant feats ; he was diftinguiflied by a purple banner* 
Vith a filver F in the center, and a half moon, atofl 

Fatim*s 
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Fatima's arm* quarter*} over it. Tbe gentlemen 
having 4&rn$bed from fan-rife to eleven o'clock, re- 
turned at length to tbe city to prepare for tbe fportr of 
the ring. Tip? aacifcat ballad axofe from the paffe^ 
ftte:— 

On St. Jobn'js aofpioious morning, 

At the eady d*wn rtf day, 
<Xa tbe y tgn of <jhr imad* 

Moors a-gallant ftte difplay. , 

Nimbly wheeling round their ^rfes, 

Couching jail ,their ^lan^e.3 \pyr, 
That by fair ^d favourite ladie$, 

Banners wrought, like ftreamers, fliew. 

For th^|r ,qane3 t^e coftUeft qui vets 
Of j^qhjjold and filk they ^ ; . 

$3 tb# fesl? lore's g^wrpuj gabion. 
Nobly feeks to prove it there. 

And he th$t laye has uev^r wounded 
Freely ^ks to 4pfc^ heart, .. 

WJ#ft ^Uela^ies fr9m th* Aibambra 

See him play a gallant part. % ' 

T wo amongfli.thefe beaifteous ladies 
; Bqw'd tp.lo^eV.^fiftlefe ppp'r* 
«Oqpe |rue friend^ but jeplojgp^eayy 
Cbas'd away that happy hour. 

«v /'.am*- 
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" Ah!" cryMXartfa, "myfiftef, 

•* Love I fee has touchM your bread, 

" Once a bloom adorn* d that vifage, 
44 Now With pallid looks imprefs'd* 

*' Once you laugh' d at love's foft paflion, 
'• Now you're filent as the night : 

*' Haften hither to the window, 

" And the youth ihall blefs your fight* 

" You lhall fee Abindarraez 

4t On the Vega nimbly ride." 

Gently Fatima thus anfwer'd, 
Gently did the maiden chide* 

** Love has never touch* d my bofom, 
€ * Never yet of love I thought, 

u If my face has loft its colour, 

44 Grief the fudden change has wrought* 

• • Fof my father am I grieving* 

*" Alabez my father flew. 
" If to love I chofe to liften 

* 4€ Mutual love would foon enfue : 

" Mutual love from fome young hero* 
" Great in honors* great in birth. 

49 As the noble youth you are praifing, 
•«' "Tho* I do not doubt his worth;'* 
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Here the convention ended, f 

Turning towards her valiant Moor, 

fatima his feats attended, . 

Till the manly fports were o'er* 

The king and the nobility, having now taken their 
feats at the windows of the New Square, perceived near 
the fountain of the lions a beautiful tent of green vel- 
vet, and near it a table covered with a canopy of green 
brocade, having many rich jewels, and the golden 
chain upon it, that was to accompany the portrait of 
Abenamar's lady, 

k All the inhabitants of die city and multitudes from 
the neighbouring towns and villages were prefent at 
this magnificent fight. It was not long before the 
found of trumpets was heard from the ftreet of Zacatin, 
whence the challenger now made his entry. Four 
handfome mules loaded* with lances, adorned with 
fumpter clothes of green damafk, befpangied with 
golden ftaw, and breaft-plates of filver, fattened on 
with bands of green filk* came firft. They were led by 
grooms to a tent, near the former, where the lances 
were all placed in order. 

Next came thirty gentlemen in green and fcarlet 
liveries, with white and yellow plumes, and in the 
midft Abenamar in green velvet, richly embroidered, 
and a loofe jacket, over his other robes, of immenfe 
value. Re was mounted on a dappled mare, whofe 
accoutrements were green velvet, with a creft of green, 
and red feathers, correfponding to "his own, , Over his 
whole drefs were fcattered many golden ftars, and on 
B 3 his 



his left fide (hone a fplendeftt fun, with this motto 
under it .-— 

Myfelf alone* my fair alone, 
A fairer never yet was known : 
Myfelf alone the glory claim 
To honor her illuftrious name. 

After Abenamar, followed a rich triumphal car* lined 
with filk of various rolburs, having fix fteps, and oh 
the higheft a triumphal arch of extraordinary work* 
manfhip, under which upon a rich feat ifras placed the 
portrait of the lovely Fatiroa, fo naturally executed to 
the life, that had not the original been prefent, manj- 
would hive miftaken it for the lady herfelf. The ad- 
.miration that was beftowed on its entry, filled thfe 
ladies with envy. The drefs was Turkifh, of extra- 
ordinary richnefs and elegance, orange and purple, 
fpangled with golden ftars, and trimmed with filver 
tlffue. The hair fancifully flowing like fine threads of 
Arabian gold, and fattened at the top with a bandeau 
of white and red rofes intermixed. Over the head was 
feen the god of Love, with wings outfptead, and 
plumes of a thoufand colours, placing a crown upon 
it, and at her feet was laid his bow and quiver, as 
tributes to her unequalled beauty. 

Ill us entered the portrait, in a car drawn by bat 
mares whiter than the mountain fnow, and attraded 
the attention of every eye ; behind it cante thirty gen- 
tlemen, like the former, in green and fcarlet liveries, 
1 and plumes of the fhme dolours* Various ihftmments 
' of mufic played whilft Abenamar entered ; having 

made 



wfrle a circle round the fquare, he advanced to the, 
royal balconies, gratifying his majefty, the queen, an4 
tie ladies with the fight. They all admired the lovely 
portrait of the lady that flood befide them, with Da- 
raxa, Sarracina, Galiana, and many others, models of 
the raoft enchanting beauty. 

€€ If your knight, fair Fatitna," exclaimed her 
majefty, " gains the prize over the other knights in 
ikill as he does in gallantry, you may efteein yourfelf 
the happieft lady in the world." •' I know not," re- 
plied Fatima, concealing the pleafure flie felt, " what 
are Abenaroar's motives, but I fuppofe it is his fancy f 
and that he takes this method of obliging me ; as to 
more, I am certain it concerns not me," *' YeX there 
}g a myftery," cried Xarifa, " in procuring your por- 
trait, and challenging all competitors, he mud have 
ibme motive certainly?" " I do not prctepd to dive 
into it," faid Fatima, "he does as he pleafes. Hap 
not Abindarraez alfo performed a thoufand a&ions 
worthy of note in your honour?" * € All Granada 
knows that," pried Xarifa, " but 'this affair of Abe- 
namar's is quite a novelty ; I fhould be forry to fee the 
two cavaliers enter the lifts. together." " Whether it 
be their fate or not, it can be of littje confequence to 
you," anfwered Fatima. " O yea, but it can, and a 
great deal too ;" faid Xarifa, " it would griev.e me to 
fee your portrait fall into my hands." ". You imar 
pne then, perhaps," returned Fatima, " that Abenamar 
has already loft the day ; but do not be over-confident 
in your knight ; certainly thofe who give a general 
challenge have fome reafpn to expe& they will be able 
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to maintain it : but fortune is fickle, and we are all 
fubjeft to her caprice.*' 

The queen, who had been fome time liftening to 
thefe repartees, -at length put aftop.to them, " Ladies,** 
cried her majefty, <r this converfation is very unimpor* 
tant ; your beauty is equal, it will not be long before 
we fee who wins the palm of honor; let us therefore - 
attend to the fports." 

Cafting their eyes then towards the fquare, they 
perceived Abenamar had placed the car clofe to thje 
jewels, and to the found of foft mufic the portrait of 
Fatima was gently raifed and placed befide them, 
Abenamar alighting from his horfe gave it to his at-* 
tendants, and feating himfelf at the door of his tent, 
quiettly expeded fome cavalier to enter the lifts. The 
gentlemen of his train ranged themfelves on each fide, 
jand the Judges took their ftation on a high ftand, 
where they might have a full view of every thing that 
j>affed. The Judges were two Zegries, two Gomeles, 
and ^n Abencerrage, named Abencarc^x, the chief 
AlguazU of Granada, an office only given to perfons 
of the higheft r^nk and valour. It was not long be- 
fore a very gallant fquadron was ffeen to enter the 
fquare from the ftreet pf the Gomeles, in fcarlet and 
white brocade, and plumes of the f^me colour, and 
with them a knight, in a Turkifh drefc of fcarlet vel- 
vet, lined with gold tiijue, and plunjes of great value; 
his jacket alfo fet with precious ftones. The cavalier 
was foon difccvered tq be the gallant Sarracino. Behind 
Jiim came a fplendid car bearing four triumphal arches, 
j>ainted with the Rattles of the Moors and Chriftians 
m#& ? lai A of Granada; in wfci$h Garlilafo de 1^ 

Vfga's; 
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Vega*s and Audallas a Moor of higK rtfnown, who? 
out of contempt for the Chriftian religion, placed the 
Ave Maria on the tail of his horfe, was particularly 
diftinguifhed. Beneath the arches was placed a round 
throne, open on all fides, of the whiteft alabafler,' 
enriched with the moft beautiful fculpture, and upon 
it the portrait of a lady in blue brocade fringed with 
gold, and at her feet a vanquifhed Cuprd on nis knees, 
with his bow and arrows broken, and fcattered round 
hjra. Sarracino's device was a fea, in the midft $ 
.rock, affaulted by the wares, and thefe words on the 
rock :— • 

My conftancy is like a rock, 

Of wind and wave it braves the (hock. " J 

No lefs gallantly did Sarracino make his entry than 

Abenamar; his car was drawn by four bay horfes, 

-with fcarlet and gold trappings; and was .followed by 

a noble ^fquadron of gentlemen in fcarlet liveries, 

parading round the fquare to the found of foft mufic. 

The portrait was now known for the lovely Galiana's, 
end every tongue exclaimed that Abenamar had a 
brave opponent. The queen was furprized at the 
beauty of the pidure^ and at the painter's {kill ; and 
turning to (Jaliana, exclaimed, " this conqueft of your's 
is entirely new to us ; the obje& of your choice how- 
ever I fee is no way inferior to Abenamar;" to which 
(jaliana made no reply. The king promifed himfelf 
great delight, and obferved it was impoffible not to fee 
Ihortly deeds worthy of note, fince the challenger and 
{he knight, who contended for the prize, were both 

equally 



equally brave, and each would exert himfelf in defend* 
log the portrait of his lady. 

Sarracino, having rode round {he fquare, left the 
ear on one fide, and advancing to the challenger, 
• c Sir knight/' faid he, " you are not unacquainted 
with the motive of my arrival ; I am ready to try the 
fate of three lances, and understand to a certainty that 
my lady is to enjoy the portrait of your's, and the 
golden chain of a thousand doubloons ; but if fortune 
fliould prove my foe, with the portrait I confent to 
forfeit this fcarf worked by the lovely hands of my 
lady herfelf ; its value is at leafi: equal to the chain : 
and indeed fo it was, being entirely covered with pearls 
and precious ftones» It gave birth to the enfuing 
ballad;—- 

In the parlour of Coraares, 

Fair as beauty's lovely qeeen, 

On a fcarf her fldll exerting, 
Blooming Galiana's feen. 

For the valiant Sarracino 

To the play of canes to bear ; 

*Tis of fuch a wond'rous value, 
That it paffes all compare* 

Small and large pearls thick adorn it. 
Gold embroidery rich and fine, 

Emeralds green, and glowing rubies, 
On it all refulgent lhine. 

With 
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With his lady's ftniles delighted, 
Was the brave and gallant Moo** 

In bis heart he wears her ima*e, 
In his foul does her adore* 

But if the firtcefeft pafSon 

Ih bis faithful bofom dwells, 
How much more the fair one loves lim, 

Herfond flame his own excels, 

Well indeed dbes he d*ferveit, 
Such his valour, fuch his birth, 

That of all Granada's nobles 

None can bostfl fupeHor *rorfh. 

Many a courteous knight had ferv'd her, 
But could ne'er her love obtain, 

Only valiant Sarracino 

Did a fmile of favor gain. 

Abenama* was forfaken 
, For her Sah-acino's fake, 
And they live in hopes rnoft pfeafing 
Soon a wedded pair td make. * 

Soon th&t Zarabfa's and rejoicings 
Shall proclaim the blefs'd event ; 

For her fatfeef ; k«notvs their wiifhes, 

And they have the king's content. 

Sarrarino, belying on his o*n ability, chofe to rift 
«he fcarf, <not considering the ftiH of his antagonift, 

who 
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who without hefitation replied, he was ready <o make 
the trial, and would forfeit the portrait of his lady and 
the chain if it was.his fortune to lofe them ; and faying 
this, he chofe a horfe from eight that were caparifoned 
for the play, and fele&ing a proper lance, made feveral 
evolutions round the fquare, fo gracefully that the king 
and all the fpe&ators remarked the gallantry of his de- 
portment. Making the horfe give a high vault into the 
air, he finifhed his career, and parting like an arrow 
from a bow, he raifed aloft his arm, and .arriving at the 
ring touched the upper part of it with his lance, and 
failed very little of bearing it away. The attempt 
therefore mifcarried, as it was neceflary to file the lance 
through the ring to win the conteft. 

Abenamar now flopped to fee in, what manner Sarra- 
cino would acquit himfelf ; he was in no little confufion 
in the outfet, but flretching forth his arm, he adroitly 
filed the lance through the ring, and bore it off with 
him. Shouts and acclamations enfued, and thoufands 
„ of voices exclaimed that Abenamar had loft the por- 
trait and the chain 2 fortune favors Sarracino, and 
gives him the vi&ory . 

Sarracino was overjoyed, and confidered himfelf 
already in poffeffion of the prizes, making his im- 
mediate claim and alleging that he had fairly won 
them. Muza, who was the challenger's umpire, in- 
formed him that there was flill two lances to run, ac- 
cording to the conditions of the agreement. x Sarra- 
cino* s umpire, an Azarque Cavalier, maintained the 
contrary ; the matter was therefore referred to the 
judges, who, commanding filence, read the condition 
of the challenge, which in seallity was for three lance*, 

and • 



1 



i 



( M9 ) 

and not for a fingle one. Sarracino was greatly en- 
raged to find the prize that the public voice had given 
him was refufed, and Abenamar was equally offended 
with the fpe&ators and himfeif. Galiana's countenance 
was illumined with joy, but Fatima's was filled with 
chagrin, though fee had fufficient command over her 
feelings to conceal it. 

• " It goes but ilj with our Cavalier, friend Fatima," 
exclaims Xarifa, " his affairs are in a very indifferent 
fituation, and if they continue fo much longer, I fhould 
not be very willing to purchafe his gains." " I think 
'very little of the paft," replied Fatima, " if his affairs 
are indifferent now, they will profper better hereafter, 
and 'tis the end only that we are to attend to." " True, 
but in, my opinion," cried Xarifa, " a good beginning 
always makes a good end." 

•' That, I deny," returned Fatima, u and I make 
no doubt but you will alfo ; I reafon from thisfimile : 
Tou muft have both heard and feen the Gallant at the 
commencement of a new amour, endeavour to ferve his 
lady with the utmoft attention, giving her daily fetes 
and ferenades, and almoft idolizing her, he makes her 
a thoufand promifes of eternal conftancy ; that the fun 
ihall fooner ceafe to give its light, that his hand (halt 
ftrike the moon from the heavens, or remove mountains, 
before he will fdrgether, and a thoufand more fuch im- 
poffibilities ;— that all his intentions are honourable, 
and that he defigns to marry her. At length the poor 
innocent is deceived, and falls a prey to hisdefires." 
■ " Fine beginnings indeed," cried Xarifa! — "Well, 
what enfues ? He has enjoyed the lady, and the firft day 
that fome cavalier paffing through the ftreet happens to 

bow 
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bos* to Her, my gentleman cries out that be is her Gal* 
Jant f and that the maiden who forfeited her honor to 
hin>, would in like manner ftoop to others, forgetting 
his own falfe oaths that firft betrayed the unhappy fair 
one. Do but obierre their treachery, Xarifa, if a ray 
of the fun even (bines in atthe window, they leave the 
fond believing woman a laughiqg ftock, difhonaurefl 
'and forgotten ; a fine end this aftep fo fair a beginning ! 
you cannot call it a good ooe ? ' ' 

• f No, certainly! " replied Xarifa, " and I oonfefs 
you have reprefented nothing but truth ; 1 know at thi# 
very time federal young ladies of ^reatbeauty, but finall 
fortune, who b?we been deceived in this manner by 
jjeatlamen, and becaufe they were poor, lefttomifery 
.and difgrace. Young ladies of .our age (hould not be 
over-confident in their own judgement, and rather 
leave theie matters to the. better experience of their 
parents. But if you pleafe, we will now caft atoojc 
.towards the contending cavaliers.'* 

Abenamar had, by this-time, chofep another borfe aojl 
.lance; and vexed at his paft failure he fpurredhini 
biifkly, and holding his lance Readily in his hand, 
quicker than thought .filed it through the ring, and bo^ 
it away* The acclamations were now on hi* fide. 

Satracino gallantly made his fecond attempt, and 
•proceeded with great caution, but unfortunately hje 
ftruck, the fideof the ring only. ''There is yet another 
lance to run," cried. Abenamar, " let us therefore* if 
youpleafe, Sir knight, finifh our contcjft immediately." 
Seizing a lance, therefore, Abenamar galloped towards 
thering, and agjiin dexteroufly bofe.it aw;ay. 

Galiana was now highly Mcenautfd, foiag ft« 

little 
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little profpeft her beloved Sarracino hud of fuccefs, 
who in his laft career touched the top of the ring only 
with the point of his lance, and bore it not away. 

Having alighted from his horfe, the Judges called 
Sarracino and pronounced that he had loft the portrait 
of bis lady and the rich fcarf. Sarracino replied " if he 
had loft in f port, in manly combat he knew how to con-* 
quer." Abenamar, highly piqued for the motives we 
have already exprefied, replied, " that if he hai ainy 
thought of recovering a # part,ofhis loffes in manly cam- 
bat, he Ihould fee glad tojtfiow it, *s he was ready to 
do hrm all the juftice he wifhed * The judges and the 
Umpires now interfered, and pacified the Cavaliers, not 
fuffering fo unreafonable a debate to proceed any fur- 
ther. SaYracino therefore withdrew from the fquaie 
with the gentlemen of his train, and Abenamar com- 
manded the rich fpoils to be laid at the foot of Fatiroa** 
pdrtrait, whofe joy for the vi&ory was extremely 
great, efpecially when ihe beheld the trophies of -the 
challenger's dexterity, though fhe endeavoured as 
much as poffible to prevent her fatisfa&ion from ap- 
pearing, not chufing that Abenamar (hould imagine 
himfelf entirely 'fecure of heraffe&ion therein (he diil 
not in the leaft imitate other ladies of the court, whofe 
whole delight was the pleasure of public admiration. 
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CHAP. X. 

The Fetes continued* 



w 



E left Sarracino fall ying from the fquare in great 
wrath, and highly gfieved at his misfortune, which he 
felt more deeply, as&e had loft the beautiful portrait of* 
his lady ; arriving at his palace, he returned thanks to " 
the gentlemen whoefcorteffitiim, and taking off his cap 
and livery, he da&ed them %o the ground, and retired 
to his apartment, where he threw bimfelf on pis couch 
and thus began to vent his forroy .* " Degenerate Ca- 
valier,-what account wilWyou give to Galidtia of Jkef 
portrait, and the, rich fcarf (he worked for yfu, all loft 
by your own inabUfc*? how wiiLyou dare to^pppfear 

, in her prefence? OpSfidious ano^ecei&^jVlabpnMt ! 

' at the moment you ought tp have fsHbred mAiri 



you deferted me. Do you forgeC falfe egemy ! that I 
promifed to raife your ftatue in gold, aryl to burn frjoad 
of incenfe in your mofque, if you had this day give^| 
me vi&ory ? I find you have not the power to^fiift meflj 




only can Iwemy foul from eternal perditi< 

and a thoufkad other q^mplaints#id SarracRo 
rT^omfcrting himtelf in hi^futuro* gold inteffiioris. 
GaRna felt for his offgrace, and looked rounato fee * 
him, but qpncjpling her foimftfhe continued .to con* 

» 4 ♦ 4. verfe% 

' •• V* ** * v . < 
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▼etfe with the queen and the ladies, who faid every 
thing they could to give her conlblation, telling her that 
her perfon was juft as free as ever; although her pot* 
trait was loft, dad therefore that {he ought only to laugh 
at fo flight a misfortune- Galiana replied that it gave 
her no manner of concern; as thefe were merelyjhe 
adventures of gentlemen. But though indeed (he faid 
this, (he felt inwardly the extremeft envy, and ex* 
claimed to herfelf: "Ah, ViAorious Abenamar; how 
will you revenge . nrty negle& upon the portrait* and 
how delighted will your lady bewith the prizes you 
Have won! fhehasj irideed, reafon to be happy! when I 
^worked the coftly fcarf little did I think into whofe 
hands it would fall ! " Zelifba begged her filler not to 
fuffer her grief to attract; notice, and at laft (he fuc- 
ceeded tolerably well in concealing it. A very great 
noifejvas «&w heard, and loolnng towards thife ftreet.of 
Elvifa, whence it feethed to come, they beheld a large 
ferpent en^er* vomittirig flames of fjre; Behind it came 
§t tkirtjr Cfivalyftrs-in purple and white liveries^ with fi- 
milawpl)|mes, and their horfes caparifoned and adorned 
with trappings of the like colours. In the midft came 
^pa horfe^without a rider* with a rich cloth of purple and 
jite velvet^ thrown, over himt very fweet mufic ac* 
ipanfed the proceffion* . 

rh«fe*]jjpt made a circle round the fquare, and Hop- 

*' ped%efbte the royal /windows, fcatteririg flames on all 

™ fides,*and fire works of admirable invention . At length 

It opraed in the|center, antf a knighfeappeared in purple, 

** and wiiite velvit, richly embroidered with gold and 

•• ♦ ™iv*n fohx favages attended, him i who held Between 

£hem a xidU chair, covered* with purple velvet a)fo, and 

» 4 4 *i* > ^fattened 
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feftened with gold nails, wherepn-the portrait of tfat 
beautiful Xarifa was discovered, and the knight wasfoon 
known to "be Abindartaez. 

The portrait was dreffed in purple fpangled with 
gold fiars, and a broad fringe of gold alio ; the head* 
drefs was extremely elegant; and the pi&urewas alto* 
gether fo like the lovely original, that the king and 
queen could not forbear turning their eyes upon Xarifa,. 
whofe blufhes added new charms to her beauty. 

" Now Xarifa ** cried her majefty, " the hour is ar- 
rived when your knight will enter the lifts with Abe* 
camar, we {hall foon fee who will atchieve the palm of 
honor. " "Fortune," replied Xarifa, •• will determine 
es (he pleafes, but whether (he fmiles or frowns, my 
countenance will be unaltered. " 

Very much did it aftonifh the (pedaton to find the 
brave Abencerrage unhurt tho' furrounded<by fo^nuch 
fire. Having mounted his horfe he rofle round the 
fquare attended by the thirty knights, with tlje four fa*, 
vages in the center, bearing the chair ; j&nd ^rrimng at 
Abenamar's poft, the lavages ranged them fejfeft lofe J 

io the triumphal cars and the jewels, and flood with ^ 

the chair on their (houlders that the portrait might beJP J 
univerfally feen. Abindarmex at length approached - ' 

the challenger, and thus addeeffed him : V Vi&ori$j«s ? 
knight, is it agreeable to you to run threepences with «; # 
me on the conditions ypu have proclaimed ? " ' **For j2 •* 
this purppfe, fir knight," aafwered Aben*amar, *I aiali 
here : " and chul^g a lane* he uan^diately (mured 
his*hor(e, and with great gallantry^bire offtbe ring^ 
Abindarraez was not in the leaft cbnfufed * ins Aic-^ * * 
cefc, but ra^er gathcongjpdfli courage, he galloped on, 

> » * » a% # 
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fend in full career alfo bore it off. The challenger, net- 
tled at his rival's good fortune, made the fecond courfe 
and again fucceeded. Abindarraez alfq did the fame, 
greatly to the admiration of the fpedlators, who ex- 
claimed the chaHenger has found his equal.. 

Great was the apprehenfioaof the two ladies, Fatima 
and Xarifa, iieithef ot them being able to divine to whom " 
the vf&ory would Fall, both doubting 4he event of the 
lafl: trial, tho* each relied Qhher knight's afldrefs. Aben-^ 
' atnar now ghofe another lance, and. with all imagina- 
ble care once more bore off the ring, greatly to his own 
*, and Fatima* s delight* highly elated, Ihe turned towards 
Xarifa, who had4ntirely lofrher colour, aitTd laughing, 
% exclaimed!* "fitter Xarifa, you very indifferently per- 
fbrl|i the ptomife yoii made the queert, that fortune 
Jhould 'make no alteration in yoilr, countenance, and 
^ now you tuljp quite pale. But, be cdmforted, the Uft 

ft ^ lanc^may y£t be as fuccefsfui as the fomtej," "That 
^l , 1 doubt,* exdj^imed the queen, "li wduld be marvel- 
^ lou9^n#e^> tf Al^jBdarraez flhoulji a third time bear off 
the ring?' and indeed they now pefceivedtthat he had.^ 



M|G»ly todched it on one fide. 
"^ v Thfe%halleng 






liallenger's trumpets immediately founded a 

# flftunfti, and AMnda^aez was infoqped by the judges 

ti*at he hjri lbiS5tl» portrait ©f lis lady, and that it qiuft 

. Jbe ;giten *to the conqueror; Abindarraez* replied, 

4fe "linde it waSfo^and fortune liaU not ftodd his friend, 

Ue m4ft comply^; but," continued he, "I confole my- 

lelf itftbe refl|&ion of this being merely g^ftime." 

^ J^bindar^fez faid tfcis indeed, but h&.bofom was full of. 

. grief, as* he Would not ^aye loft the portrait of the 

beautiful Xarife for all t)/f world. ^ 

• ■ : *• / • --."-'I* 
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It was now, as Galiana's had already been, placed at 
the foot of Fatima's. " Ah, lovely £arifa," faid the 
queen, " the portrait of Fatima is not deftined to he- 
come your's. I warned you not to be over-confidenh 
Do you not know that Abenamar \s one of the braveft 
gentlemen of the court, and that neither Abindarraez, 
nor any other knight ever {hone his fuperior? Believe 
me^he portraits he has won will yet have other com- ' 
•panions." 'VI* i* enough,, to know," replied Xarifa, 
"*' that he has ofteri before been vi&orious, I am there- < 

fore the lefs (Sftreffed now." • 

Abindarraez, attended by the gentlemen of his train,, 
and the foi*$ favages, was-^iow quittiag the fquare, but 
the Judges called to him, and one of them, the Aben- *t 
cerrage, fele&ed two golden bracelets, of the value of j 

two hundred ducats, ahd prefented them to Abindar- 
raez as a reward for ^ his ingenious invention of the 
artificial ferpent. Abindarraez received the prefent 'jf 
with the gifeateft fatisfa&ion,' and to the foQq/i of mfcfic * 
approached the queen's balcony, and hanging them on 
the point of his lance, prefented them to Xafifa/faying, , •! J 
€t Beauteous la<fy,' the o^ginal being ever prefent 4 in * 
my heart, the.&fence of the copy grieves me the left; 
I did my beft, but fortune favored my opponent, not 
through the leaft flefedfc in your charm*, but merely as «t 
it was a paftime, aftd not a trial of courage. . Thefe % 

bracelets, the reward.£hat has been b^ftowed on me, be 
pleafed to accept, if even they fhould ferve but to remind 
j'ou how ill I have acquitted my felf in defence of your 
beauty.*' Xarifa, with a faille, accepted the prefent, 
and replied, " that (he was glad to fee his ingenuity hac^ 

won 
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won a prize, and tbM her portrait had fallen into fuch 
hands as fhe was certain would ufe it well/' 

Fatima was going to acknowledge the compliment, 
when the appearance of a great rock in the fquare, as % 
naturally executed as if it had juft been ftiivered from 
a mountain, prevented her; it was covered afll over 
with grafs and flowers, and, enclofed within it, the 
fwceteft inftruments of mufic were heard. The rock 
was furrounded by twelve Cavaliers in grey velvet 
liveries, ornamented with large fcimitars, and lined 
with green filk. The hilts of the fci'uitars were bound . 
with gold thread, twined in fanciful branches, and al- , 
together veay admirably executed. The trappings, 
plumes, and other accoutrements of their horfes were 
alfo grey and green. - 

All eyes were rivetted on the rock ; it flopped oppo- 
site to the royal windows, and one of the twelve. 
Cavaliers, by far the handfomeft, and heft equipped, 
alighted from his horfe, and the famous Reduan was 
difeov^red; anxioufly the fpe&atorsobferved his a&ions, 
and faw him draw a Damafcene fcimitar, and fiercely 
• attack the rock,* giving it many defperate blows. At 
length, in the part he ftruck, a mouth opened, vomiting 
forth flames of fire fo intenfe that Reduan was obliged 
to. draw back ; after the fire had fpent its fury, four 
" devils, extremely fierce, iffued out with flaming torches 
in their hands, and attacked Reduan, who battled them 
fo bravely*that he foon confined them in the rock again. 
Scarce had the demons re-entered, when four favages,* 
armed with clubs, rufhed out, whom Reduan alfo at- 
tacked, and feized by main force, dragging them back 
to the rock, and entering it himfelf.with them* 
13, * A dreadful 
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A dreadful din and elafliing of arms was now hearf 
within, but the tumult ceafing, fo^fweet a ftrain of 
•mufic fucceeded that it raviflied every ean At length 
the rock again opened its mouth, and the vi&orious 
Reduan fallied forth, and after him the four favages 
bearing a golden arch of excellent workmanfhip, en* » 

graved with many ancient and modern hiftories. Be- ( 

neath the arch was placed a chair of ivory, and^n ft 
the portrait of a moft beautiful lady in blue fattin, lined * 

with orange taffety, having large (cimitars figured on »• 
the habit with gold thread, fancifully twifted round 
the hilfe. The head-drefs was Grecian, and extremely 
elegant. 

The portrait was generally admired, ari8 known for 
the lovely Lindaraxa, an Abencerrage lady, of fuch. 
diftinguifhed beauty, (he would have rivalled the con- 
tending goddefles, and, have had the golden agple * 
decreed in her fevor. After the portrait came many 
ikilful muficians, x ^nd the four devils bound in chains 
followed in the rear. The moment they all quitted 
the rock, it began afrefh to difcharge fo much fire, # 

that it was in a (Jiort time entirely txmfumed. •* * \ 

A noble horfe was now brought to Reduan, wha^/ 
lightly vaulting on his back, rode round the fquare, 
refpeftftilly fainting the king and queen, and the ladies. 
At length approaching the challenger's tent he thjp 
addreffed him : *' Although the conditions are t6 run 
three lances, yet, Sir knight, if it be agreeable to ypu, . 
one alone'lhali determine our conteft." '* If fuch be 
*your pleafure," replied Abenajnar, " it is mine alfo :" 
and inftantly taking a lance, he rode full fpeed, and 
paffing at the ring, touched the top of it, but did got 

bear 
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it away, and them returned to hfe tent to olferve hi* 
^ adverfary's fuccefs, who, having fele^ted a ftout lance,, 
made tbeftriai with great' gallantry but. unfuccefsfuJly, 
not touching the ring at. all. Highly grieved at this, 
JBLeduan wheeled round his deed, and was informed by 

^* the Judges he had forfeited the portrait, but that his 
ingenuity merited a reward. A pair of Turkifh ear- 
rings of Arabian gold was accordingly prefented to him,, 
of the value of two hundred, doubloons, fo coftly and 
$t beautiful' was the workmanfhip. The triumplyd arch, 
the chair, and the portrait of Lindaraxa, were now 
placed at 4he foot of Fatima's, who was beyond 

^ meafure delighted with the fuecefs of her victorious. 
Jmight. - . 

^efluan taking the ear-rings, hung them on the 
point of his lance, and bore them to the ladies balcony, 
wheTo the fair Lindaraxa was feated, '• Be pleated* 
lovely lady,* ? faid he, ' ', to accept thefe trifle^ which 

* have indeed coft raja dear; regard npt,. I entreat you* 
xay evil fortune at the ring, but rather -co^fider my. 
earaeft defire to make you the triumphant miftrefs of 
the fjjoilSf of the* d&y ; fortune ia at this time: wholly 
Abenaraar's* (h« favors him, and I am not to blasne* 
Receive them *s a mark, of my diigpace, 'and * pcoof 
of my. Httlftfkill." 

"•It. is the,cuftom of ladies,*' replieALiadaraw,/' ta 
receive, courteoufly the p/efent& that, are offered them* 
and, therefore L accept your gift.; hut learn, S}r. knight* 
that I am gnesatf. to find- you hav©^ had the portrait 
drawiTwithout my. knowledge; as.it was,not with; mjj 
content, ,L do no*- look upan.it a^loiti yi^dtfi&apt tbs 

V leaft advantage either in beautjc or linkage. tq*2k£ri 
i . m 14 Fatima, 



Patima, becaufe I am Lindaraxa <rf the Abencerragc 
race/' After {he had faid this ihe took the ear-rings, •' 
and courteously thanked her Gallant, w^io was prevented 
from replying by a general Ihout, „occafioned by the- 
entry of a galley in the fquare, apparently navigated ' 
by the foresail. Slaves, habited in different colours, 
were rowing, fome in. green brocade, fome in white, 
and in purple, and others «i blue. The oars, mafts,* 
and yards were gilt; the poop was lined with, 
filver, afeid a flag^of curious workmanfliip waved over * 
it ; it had alfo three golden lanterns : the rudder was 
filver, the fails of white filk, and the ftreamers of- ■ 
divers colours. The device, painted on the ftern, was *■ 
a favage tearing the jaws of a lion, the ancieiit bearing 
of the Abenc$nages. The failors were dreffed in blue 
damafk fringed with j^old lace, the rigging wjus purple; 
and on the bow was a globe of cryftal, with this * 
motto on it, in golden" letters, ' All is little.' „A brave ± 
blazon, worthy of Caefar, or Alexander the Great, 
though in the end it c<jft the Abencerrages dear; thirty 
of whom were feen in the galley, in liveries of fcarlet 
and white velvet, fringed with gold, .and blue and 
fcarlet plunge*. Their captain, Albin-Hamet, was 
dreffed very fuperbly. The deck was beaten gold. 

Thus glorioufly did the ga#ey enter the fquare; 
arriving at the royal windows, the great guns made a 
jlrfcharge, fhakirig the very fqund^tfens of the houfes ; 
after the falute was oyer, a hundred marketeers began 
fo fierce a ikirmifli, that it feemed nothing lefs than a 
battle in earneft : the Alhambra and the Red Towet 
anfwered to the fire of the artillery io loudly that thcf 
whole* city rung again* * * * 

- This;" 
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This was applauded as the grandefl: fight ever wit- 
neffed ; |be Zegries and Gomelcs alone were ftung with 
madoefs at the Abencerrages contriving fo magnificent 
a fpe&acle : and one of the former could not refrain 
malicjpufly exclaiming to the king, ** I wonder iq 
.what length the imaginations of thefe Abencerrages 
will lead them : they are fo lofty that^ in a great raea* 
fure, they even obfcure the noble works of your majefty, 
and 'of all your royal anceftors." 

"A fovareign," replied the king, '* is more efleemed ir* 
having gentlemen of fuch merit in his cburt : s the Aben«* 
cerrages are of royal blood, and -all thei^attions dQ 
them honor." " It were well," cried a Gomele, " if 
their a&ions were alwaiyfe fair ami open" 1 , but their minds 
are infinitely too lofty and prefuming." " Hitherto, 
anfwered the king, " they 4ia?e, nevefr done anything 
unworthy of their roygl defcent, and^ I prefiime they 
jiever will." This finifhed tlje converfatipn, 

The galley, havingnfailed round the fcjaare, arrived 
oppofite to' the challenger V tent. The Abencerrage 
gentlemqj*, whofe renown was.gVery where celebrated, 
were now all known; they leaped <|om the veflel? 
and were furnifhed with powerful fields, whofe trap* 
pings were feaflet' brocade, and plumes of the like «o- 

Reduan, >vho ,Tfas ftill in the fqdare, addreffed 
Abindarraej&, lyho was juft returned to it, in thefe 
words; f f O happy, a thoufand titnes happy i\J>indarr 
taez ! how pleafantly may you live in the thought that 
-Tour adored Xarifa^loves'you, a greater felicity than 
pny othet fortune could beftow! And I; a thoufand 

/ times 
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times wretched! my fair ingri^ treats me with difdain, 
and has this day reje&ed me !" 

49 And who. has rejefted you?" replied Abindarraez, 
" Who,, but your coufirftfindaraxa^' returned Reduaru 
*^Are you then ignorant tbatfhe loves Hajnet-Gazul?" 
• ' I have long known it ; banifh this "^affion ffom 
your bofoip,. you fow in barrel ground % and never call* 
reapaharveft. You 4iave f however, made it public, and ♦ 

convinced us all of its ardour by your motto on the « 

rock, which I read as I retired from the^Tquarfi." * 

Abindarraez faid this with a laugh, and indeed not un- 
truly, for'Reduan had figured on the rock a burning . 
Volcano, with this motto, <f My flame burns ftift 
fiercer." Redi**n, fteing. hiq&Wmile, exclaimed, " \ 
fee ypu are happy, and fo*may you continue 1 , but as * 
for nip, I canAear my Jpjrture no longer." Spurring his ^ 

horfc therefore he left the fquare witk tt£ Cavaliers be* 
longing to bis train. 

The thirty Abencerra^es had now ranged themfelves 
in order ready to enter thejifts, and their, captain tbu* 
addreffed Abenainar; " We bring, Sir kright* nq 
portraits of our ladies to fet in competition with your'a; 
aHPwe d#jre'is" to have each the honor of running a r 
lance with you." " The honor," replied Abenartfer t „ , 
" is mine ;" and immediately began his career, firfl: * { 

againft one? and then agaidfc thf reft in theiu. turn T H 
Several of the Abencerrages won prizes, and prefented 
. them to their ladies, and ther* re-entering tfye galley, * 
it onc^more failed round the place, and made its exit 
with univerfal applaufe. ^ t w * 

A great caftle now entered the fquare, covered with 
flags, and discharging its artillery ; within it the found ^ 

% Of \ 
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of the fweeteft mafic was heard. On the fummit of 
the tower was a figure of Mar§, in complete armour, 
with a fword in his right hand, and in his left a flag of 
green filk, with thefe lines in golden letters. 

The gallant foldier, great in war's alarms, 
Who far and near extends his conqu'ring arms, 
Deferves the laurel pf immortal fame, 
And future ages praife the hero's name. 
Flock to his ftandard then, ftern Mars obey, 
To glory and renown he points the way. 

which verfes are hy no means to be jdefpifed, as they 
declare the road to fame is valour. 

The flags on the caftle were of divers colours ; eight 
were green filk, with a broad purple fringe, and thefe 
had all one infcription :— 

Who in the field of battle lies, 
Thatglory gains, which death defies. 
On a fecond fquarc of the tower waved eight pen- 
dants, of blue damafk. Their infcriptions were,— 
Granada's glory fame (hall fing, 
Whilft time his lengthen'd courfe {hall wing. 

On a. third waved eight fcarlet ftreamers, fringed 
with gold, extremely handfbme and valuable, and their 
infcription,— 

Virtue is true nobility alone> 

On this my grandeur build a liable throne. 

On the fourth and laft fide, waved eight pendants ot 
gold brocade, ftudded with half moons of filver, that 
caft fuch a luftre that the eye was dazzled to look; oa 
them; theix infcriptions were,— 
•- i K Behold 
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Behold the trumpets warlike found 
Proclaims 'jour caftle's glory round. 

If the galley entered gforioufly, fo alfo did the caftle. 
Jfo perfon could divine of what .^materials it was fa- 
bricated ; it feerned to be entirely gold, covered with 
foliage, and the hi (lories of many famous battles were 
painted on it. Admirably alfo was the cannon ferved i 

and difcharged, and trumpets and clarionets, and many t 

othe* 

• This is not to be confidered as entirely fabulous j the walls of ^ 

the principal faloon in the Alhambra are made of a fimilar compo- 
fition to that here defcribed, the art of preparing which is now 
entirely loft $ I hate indeed heard it conjectured to be a preparation . 

of the yolk of eggs. 

Perhaps, were I to go farther, and fay I gave credit to thefts 
inventions, I (hould be efteemed extremely fanciful j I (hall only 
relate, that arriving in Spain early after the peace of 2783, I was 
witnefs to the rejoicings on that occafion. A (ham invafion of the 
floors conftituted the principal part of the fetes. ; 

JCarly in the morning of the appointed day the Mooriih squadron 
was difcovered in the Bay of Alicant, the alarm was given, but 
the Moors were able to effect a landing, and take pofleffion of i 
battery, the town then capitulated. In the afternoon the Chriftians 
^rallied, and ftormed the fort, but were repulfed j the Mooriih gar- 
xifon now made a fortie, and the two (quadrant of Moors and 
Chri(tians encountered each other in the Plaza-Mayor, which ge- 
nerally fignifies the great fquare, but here may be with more pro- 
priety tranflated, the broadeft place in the city, and a fierce battle 
^nfued, which ended by the Chriftiaa leader's ftrikiag off the falfe * 

head of the Mooriih General. The reader may difeera from this 
anecdote that Spain has not yet forgot the fraart of the Moorifli 
invafion. The fight was by no means void of magnificence, as the 
dreffea of the Moors and Chriftians perfectly correfponded to theft 
different nations* 

But 
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' other instruments of mufic, s played a delightful con* 

cert withig. The caftle advanced to the center of the 

, iquage, and then flopped. Behind it came many gen- . 

! tleqjpn, m richji?eries t leading, two and thirty horfes 

in trappings of various colours* 

i » A portal qow opened on the fide of the caftle, which 

! ■ A Was adorned with the green banners, arjd eight Cavaliers 

• -in green liveries and plumes fatlied forth : as many 

^pwerful fiorfes were brought the m> and lightly letting 

their feet in the ttirrups, the Cavaliers vaulted on their 

V "backs, *nd were Immediately difcerned to be eight 

^ Zegries. They rode up to the tent of the challenger, 

' and thus addreffed Mm : " Vi&orious knight, hither 

Ve come to.prove our ikill in manly fport, will you 

be pleafed to run a fingle lance with each of us?" 

ti •« Your 

I But the mod fplendid (how that I have witnefled, was the pro- 

ceflion in honor of the Primus or Louvain at Bruges, in the year 

, 1 781. -The Primus^or the Chief, is the ftudent that beft anfwera 

9 certain queftiohs propofed to him in mathematics, hiftory, philofo- 

phy, &c. Jt is a cuftom in all th£ towns of Flanders to lay by 

annually a certain fum to be prefe^nted to the fcholar, if he fhou Id 

" chance to be the foivof a townfman. There had not been a Primus 

* of Bruges for an hundred and ten ye|rs, and to the bell of my 

^ .memory he got about £sooo fterling. I (hall not attempt to de- 

scribe the proceflion, only fay that "the moft beautiful little children 
> in all Flanders were fele&edffa reprefent the gods and goddefies, in 
the feme cars and dre(Tes as they -are reprefented in Tooke*s Pan- 

jl 4| theon; the four quarters of the world were reprefented in like 

manner ; |nd the houfes of the (treets, through which the proceflion 

jt^ pafled, were decorated and covered* from top to bottom with 

\ ' branches of trees/- pictures, and Latin epigrams, wherein the Fie- 

mifh are remarkably clever, in the young man's honor. I hope I 
(hall be pardoned for this digreffion, and alfo for this latter note, 
which fome may confider irrelevant to the hiftory. 
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•* Tottr pleafute," replied Abenamar, u is mine; al- 
though you bring wo portrait of your ladies, agreeable 
to the proclamation**' Talking a lance Abenamar gal- 
lantly made the trial, when five of ftie Zegries ^on 
prizes, and prefented them to their ladies* On* their 
•return to the eaftle they were welcomed twith mufic, _ "J 
and a firefti difcharge of artillery. ^ 

The door on the fide of the blue pendants was noT^V 
opened, and eighffioble Cavaliers iflued out', dreffed jfif 
Wue liveries fpotted with golden ftars, and blue plumes, 
fringed with the pureft gold. Thefe were eight "Go- 
meles: horfes in fimilar trappings were broijght to 
them, when three of the eight won jewels in the {ports, 
tad prefeotefl the prizes to their ladies. ^% 

As thrfe Cavaliers re-entered eight others came out . 
from the fide of the caftk hung with the pe»d?nts of \ 

fcarlet brocade, dreffed in the fame livery with purple % ^ f 
plumes, and mounting their fteeds, caparifoned in Ike ' . fr* 
manner, feven of the eight won jewels from the chal- ^ 
lenger, and carried them as prefents to their ladies. . 

Thefe gentlemen were Vanagas, held in very high 
eftiination in Granada. They were receivqtf at the V S 

caille with the ufual honors, and the fourth' door was a ^ 
then opened on the fide of the banners of gold brocade 4 

when eight Cavaliers fallred forth in correfpondiag live- „ 
lies, in fcarlet and filver plumtfe. Thefe i^ere MazaS, 
every one of whom gainecr a ptizfe, to their' no little 
pleafure, as well as to the king's, who was particularly % * 
partial to this lineage. . ^ ' #^ 

Having prefented the jewels they hatf gained to their i 

ladies, and returned to the L*ftte, trumpets and othe^ 
warlike inftrumcnts of mufic founded within to arms, m 

..• mi 



f and &e*#o m9 fhirty Oavalbft again made tteir ap^ 
-pearance, aimed with (hields, and re-moprfting their 

* horfes, chofe light canes, when a very agreeable (kir- 
*ni<h took place ; formed into four fquadrofte, ' they 
Ihrew their canes with the gteatefl addrefs, a'tid to the 
adaptation of all the fpe&ators, Fintfbing the fpoft, 
they at length united into one troop, and f allied from 

Jihe fquare, and the caftle, after difchargmg a round of 

* artillery, made fts exit alio. 
Many Were tfte Afferent opinions which the fpefta- 

for^entertained Reding the galley and the caftle, 
fonie preferring the former, and others the latter. 

* •' Bjfc Mahonjet," exclaimed a Zegri, ** it gives mfc 
infinite delight to fee the Zegrres and Gomelcs have 

1 atdiieved any thing fo noble, for now they may in- 
deed vie with the Abjjicertages, who, but forthe caftle; 
iwrald be fo elated with vanity, there wpuld be no 

* ^ighring them ; ftitmaw <hey muft admiltfhe Zegries 
ana Gomelesa^e no lefs. clever than tbemfelves." 

* An J\ibeffcerrage, who heard the Zegri's remark, 
replied, " Certainly, fignor Zegfi, .Jhere is not the 

f 'T* Iwtfliadow of juftice in wfrat you fay, die Abencer- 
. , rages$r#t>f fuch tempeflat^ difpofitions that ptofperity 
^ never lifts them too high, nor does adverfity deprefk 
&em ; their Jemper is at all times even ; affable and 
♦ * beaeyoloit towards the poor, magnanimous to the rich : 
friends witBout deceit or bickering ; and for thefe good 
equalities, as well in Granada itfelf, as the whole king- 
dom, die Abencerrages are efteemed by all, except 
yoa^tgrksand the Gonieles, who without realbn hate 
^w « -^^ojd reafon, do you think ?" replied the 
Zegri, " I« aot the donth^f Mahomet Zegri, the head 
* * ' of 
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«f our family, in tb$ tity of canes, fufficient rea1b&? ,# 4 
." And do you not think/' rejoined the Abencerrage, 
" that we Bad fufficient caufe to iiir ourfeives againil 4 
you, for combining and arming with ftrong coats of 
mail beseath your jackets to flay us, throwing fharp 
lances inftead of canes, as Malique Alabez experienced, 
whofe a#m was pierced entirely through? The Zegries 
evidently were in fault, and knowing it their rancour m 
lies fo deep, that they invent a.thoufand calumnies » 
againft us.*' f< Since you have ^fcargecT the Zegries 
as aggreffors, why," faid the Zegrfe '* did Alabez go 
armed?" ' " Becaufe," replied the Abencerrage* " one, 
of the confpirators, more honeft than the, reft, informed * 
him of the plot, and thus he 'was prepared to repel the 
treafon : and had he known that fimilar treachery was 
defigoed againft the Abencejrragy alfo, he would have 
given them, notice of it, and, if he had, Mahomet wonJd 
have been^ipofl n6bly accon^ganU|L But you met - JBk 41 
your deferts, Alabez amply revenged hijiVound." .If ^ " 
he revepged it," cried the'Zegri, " fome Way or other 
he (hall atone for it."' *■ . * v % 

The king, and many gentremen, were liftening4fc> * - im 
this difpute, in which othejsqlf the Zegries \#ri^g<3*ng 
to interfere, when the foniier commanded Cle^e on •' 
pain of death, and thus put a flop to the debate* All 
this contributed however to incenfe the t#o parties * 
more and ipore againft each other. **,.*, 

A triumphal car of pure gold now entered the 
fquare, having its angles and fides engraved with ajl « 
the events that had happened fince the foundation of 
the city of Granada to that rexy, day, and adorned 
with the portraits of all the&ings and caliphs that had ^ 

* Ifigned 4 

* 
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w feigned ove* It. On the tdp of the car appeared dti 
hamettfe cloud, fo artfully firfpendted, that it aftonifhed 
•11 tfce beholder* ; loud thunder was heard and vivid 
Jiglrtning flaftied ftom the cloudy and as it paffed along 
k fliow* of artificial hail fell behind the ear. Thus 
did i* enter the fquarc, and flopping oppofite to the 
yoyaf windows, the cloud opened with a great noife 
into eight parts* and difcovered a beautiful azure flcy 
tritbiw, fyangled with the moft brilliant golden flats, 
la the center a golden figure of Mahomet was ieated one 
a rich throne* having in his hands a crown of gold, 
which he was placing Over the portrait of a lovely 
Moorifh lady, whofc hair feir irt ringlets over her 
fcoulders, and who was dreffed in ftriped purple bro- 
cade, difclofing through the ftripes a petticoat of the 
licheft fihretf titfue ; the drefs was looped round with 
% tftoactes of diamonds and emeralds* 
ft& I* 6 portrait represented the lovely CohaSda, and by 

the fide of it was feated a knight in correfponding 
livery, with piurple and white plumes edged with filver. 
fie had a chain round his neck that was fattened to the 
portrait, fignifying that he was a captive to the charms 
cf <he fairoriginal. The knight was Malique Alaber, 
wtoo having redpveted from the wbunds he received in 
the'battlt with? Ponce de Leon, was anxious to be pre- 
fect at the fetes, confident of his (kill in the courfe 
of the ring. To the found of foft mufic, the chain 
t*as> foofened (torn his neck, and Alabez alighted front 
fairest/ Don Manuel's horfe attended him in trappings 
of thv&mer livery as his rider* 

The fight of Maliqae Alabez oqcafioned univerfal 
pleafttie, but above all was the f&r Cohakia delighted 

* with 
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with his prefence, pnd to fee her portrait fo highly 
honored. Every heart wilhed him fuccefs. Slowly be 
rode before the triumphal car, and arriving at the 
challenger's poft, he flopped. " Sir knight/' faid he to 
Abenamar, " will you be pleafed to run three lances 
with me ; I am ready to comply with your conditions, 
and have brought the portrait of my lady ?'* M With 
pleafute," replied Abenamar ; and taking a lance, he 
made his firft courfe fo gallantly that he bore away the 
ring. Alabez did the. fame : and thus in the whole 
three lances neither failed a finglfc time. 

Every voice refounded the praife of Alabez, " he 
deferves," cried they, ** a noble prize for Bis reward/? 
The Judges confulted together, and decreed that the 
portraits of Fatim? and Cohaida ihould be placed, fide 
by fide, and calling Alabez- they gave him a fmalb 
golden 4hip of mod adipirable workmanfhip, with all 
its tackling of fine gold.* Receiving it gracefully, 
Alabez rode round the fquare, and arriving at the 
queen* s balcony, where Cohaida was feated, he hung' 
it on the point of his lance, faying, " Moft beauteous* 
lady, deign to accept this ihip, which has the wihd as 
favorable as I can wifli it." Cohaida, with blufl>e$ 
that heightened her beauty, received the prefent, and 
the queen admiring it greatly, cohld not avoid ex-* 
claiming, ** Certainly. Cohaida, if you navigate with 
fo good a pilot, you cannot fail of being happy, al- 
though indeed you deferve a king.' Cohaida kiffed her 
majeity's hand for the flattering compliment, andrcour* 
tefying to Alabez, he returned to his car ; the portrait 
being again reftored to its place, he took his feat, and 
the chain w/us fattened round his neck. Immediately 

the 
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the cloud cldfed, and the thunder began to rail andlhe 
lightning to flAfli as befdrej to the aftonifhment of all 
the fpe&atori. The car then left the fquare with uni- 
verfal applaufe. The king gave his opinion that Ala* 
Ijez had .borne away the palm from all the competitors* 
?s nothing could ever 'excel fuch ingenuity. 

Fourfqttadrdos of horfe now made'-their appearances 
the firft confifting of fix Cavaliers in rofe and yellow 
coloured livery, the trappings of their horfes And flumes 
'corresponding. The fecond in green and red; the 
third in blue and white, Embroidered . with gold and 
filver; and the fourth in purple and orange. Thefe 
four and twenty Cavaliers were arpaed with lances and 
tgickler£, "having banners on <their lances. A fkirmilh 
of twelve againft twelve took place: and chufing 
canes t^ey all threw thorn with thfe greateft addrefs. 
This paftime being *nded* they fequefted the chal- 
lenger to try a lance with each of them, and fifteen 
of the twenty-four won jewels, which tbfey prefented 
to their ladies, anjl then falUed from the fquare. 

Thf firft fquadron of thefe Cavaliers was Azarques, 
the fecond Sarracinos, the third Alarifes, and thefourth 
Aliatares, all gentlemen of the higheft rank and confi- 
deration. Their aneeftors were inhabitants of Toledo, 
and they flourifhed in the time of king Gfalifo, who 
reigned in that city. This king had a brother, named 
Zayde, who was king of *Belchite in Arago'n. The 
latter king had been engaged in confiderable quarrels 
and wars with a brave Moor, called Atarfe, a near 

k % relation 

* Theft are ftrong traces of a punic word in the name of this 
place, viz.— Baal or Bel-Chittim. 
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relation f o the king of Granada; Peace being at Te*g& 
leftored between tbem, the king of Toledo, rejoicing, 
to find Atarfe and bit brother friends, gave a fplendfct 
fete, and a bull fight, fnccedded by a grand tilt of 
canes on the occafion, and in thefe fpOFts the four Kne- 
ages of Cavaliers were the principal a&ors. Oliver* 
fey tfee fetes were'given in honor of a beautiful lady r 
whom the king was paffionately fond of, and that the 
peace ferved only as a pretext : let the motive have 
been what it might, the fetes were certainly celebrated*. 
*nd upon the lofs of Toledo thefe noblemen retired to 
Granada. Their mottos and devices were the fame a» 
they bore in times p$ft ; and Aere i* a baldad extant 
that commemorate* the fites* which vy.e preient to-eu* 
readers. 

Sarracinos, Aliatares* 

Eights to eights, and tens to tens, 
'Gainft Alarifes and Azarques 

In Toledo tilt with eanea. 

Brave Atarfe of Granada, ' 

Zayde fair Belchite's king, 
Peace had made, and hence thefe tourney s, 

Hence thefe great rejoicings fpriftg. 

Others fay they were commanded 

For fair Zelindaxa's fake. 
And this peace Toledo's fovereiga 

A pretence was glad to make* 

ThA 
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Firft the Saf racino's entered 
Each ttpon a fond, fteed, 
All in green and orange liveries, 

That in beauty much exceed. 

"Scimitars, for their devices, 

. On their trafty targets ftood, 
Bent like fatal bows of Cupid, 

With this mojto, ■" Valour, blood." 

Following next in equal fplendour 

Were the Aliatar'es feen. 
All in gloffy fcarlet iiverres, <- , 

Wove with foliage white between* 

for device the mighty heavens 

Borne by Atlas ftput and bold ; 
With thefe letters wrote beneath them, 

" fill Vwbl weary thefe FU hold/* 

Then the Alarifes followed, 

All in dreffes gay and new % 
Brighteftred, and paiefl: yellow* . . * 
- Silken fcarfs of various hue. 

On their Shields they bore a favage. 

He a ragged knot affails, 
On his felub waa this iafoription 

In gold letters, ".Strength prevails." 

k 3 Laft 
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Laft the eight Azarques enter'd, 
More fuperb than all the reft ; 

Blue and purple were their liveries, . 

And their plumes with 'foliage drefs'd. 

G^een their (hields, blue heavens uppn tfreiq. 
Thence two iffuing hands were feen^ 

With a fcroll this motto hearing, 
" All perfe&ion lies in green,,'* 

*One alone a fun refplendent 

Bore triumphant on his fhield, 

And this motto proud beneath it, 
? f All (hall to my g;lory yield/ • 

Much it hurts the monarch's feelings 
To be mock'd before all eyes, 

And to fee the bold Azarque 
His concerted fetes defpife. 

Thus he cried tp his M&yde, 

«' Celin, I'll put down that fun, 
Since before us all fo proudly 
• Thus its courfe it dares to run. 

Now th ? Azarque freeds is throwing, 
. 4-nd fo high he throws them all, 
That no eye can e'en difcover 

Where they mount, or where they. fall. 

All 

• The fenfe of the two enfuing vexfe? iteming very obfcure, I 
thought proper to add this verfe. 

f A curious cuftom is here recorded, whkh you have under the 
Word Bohordoj, in Dclpino't Spanift ©i&ionary. ' " Bohordo— 

"/■" . Anj 



I 
i 



% . ,( 135 ) 

All thd ladies from the windows 

Lean to fee his great addrefs ; 
In the royal booth delighted 

They applaud his (kill no lefs. 
* 

• Whilft advancing, or retreating, 
Still it was the vulgar cry, 
, Alia guard thee, bold Azarque!— 

Fain the king had feen him die. 

» 

Zelin^axa, to refrefh him, 

Water from the wipdows threw, 

Royal favors difrefpe&ing, 

Then the king impatient grew. 

- €t Seize him," cried he, " quickly feize him]" 
(Soqie fuppos'd the fports were o'er;) 
But the. king aloud repeated, 

"Seize th' Azarque 'chief," once more. 

Canes the two'flrft troops forfaking, 
Ifow their lances.boldly feize, 
' And towards th* Azarque haften, 

Willing their great king to pleafe. 

* » 

k 4 When, 

Any fort of rufli, but particularly the great rufli, that has a long 
round head, like velvet $ (j. e. the bull-rulh) alfo fmail rods, which 
the gentry, riding abroad on Midfummer-day in the mgrning, to 
divert themfelvei dart up into the air 5 perhaps }n (bme placet they 
ufed thefe ruflies. 
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When his will a monarch (hews, 

Who (hall dare his own difcover, 
Mock his paffion, andoppofe 
, The wiflies of the royal lover* ? 

The fquadrons had no fooner left the fquare, than 
' an Alcayde entered it from the Elvira gate, and has- 
tening to the king informed him a Chriftian knight 
was at hand 9 who requefted his majefty's permiffion 
to try thrfee lances with the challenger. •• He has it 
freely, replied the king, " and he does honor to our 
. royal fetes." The Alcayde returned, and thttming 
open the gate every eye was fixed on the noble mien 
of the knight, who now rode into the fquare. His 
livery was white fringed with gold, and the fame trap- 
pings to his horfe. His dignified afpeft proclaimed 
vi&ory over the fpoils Abenamar had won, end even 
over the golden chain and the portrait of his lady. On 
his left fide he wore a brilliant red crofs, that contri- 
buted to adorn his perfon. Looking ropnd on every 
fide the Chriftian knight circled the fquare, and arriving 
at the royal windows, made his obeifance fijft to the 
king, and then to the queen and ladies. The Mailer 
of Calatrava was at length known, and the king was 
highly gratified to fee him. Courteoufly addrefiing 
Abenamar, he faid, " Brave knight, the fpoils and 
trophies I fee at the foot of yon fair portrait clearly 
announce your valour, and that you merit every honor 
that can be done you. Will you be pleafed tq try three 
lances with me, not confidering any portrait as interefted 
in the<uccefs?" 

Abenamar, 
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Abenamar, in the mean time, looking at Mu?a, ex- 
claimed, •• Certainly this rnuft be the Matter of Cala- 
trava, with whom yon have recently commenced a 
friendfhip? I think I cannot be miftaken by the red • 
crofs." Muza,- fixing his eyes on him, perceived it 
was indeed the Matter, and rofe up to falute him, 
giving him a welcome to Granada, and calling him 
bpth the Flower of Chriftianity, and of Moorifh 
Cavaliers. The Matter gracefully returned the falute, 
and thanked him for bis good opinion ; Abenamar 
now replied that he (hould be happy to run as many 
lances with him as he pleafed, and immediately taking 
a lance he run the fjrft with great gallantry ; the 
Matter however gained the advantage, as he did like- 
wife in all the three. 

The people, imagining the Chriftian knight had 
brought a portrait with him, concluded his fuccefsto be 
a malice of Cupid inftead of Mars, but his heart was 
In reality no captive to any lady, and all he fought 
•was the glory of noble a&ions; had he bowed to love, 
his name would have been defervedly erafed from the 
yolls of fame.* 

The Judges now prefented the Matter of Calatrava 
with the chain of gold valued at the thoufand dou- 
bloons, for his reward, hyl he brought a portrait he 
would have alfo been entitled to the reft of the fpoils 
and prizes. He took the chain, and to the found of 
mufic approached the queens balcony, and making a 

refpe&ful 

+ This is a do&rine, which I believe none of my readers 
will fubfcribe to any more than the tramlator. I am not certain 
the knights of Calatrava were bound to celibacy. 
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tefpe&fui obeifance, rofe on his ftirrtfps, and ktfling 
the chain, begged her majefty would condefcend }o 
accept the trifle, as her majefty alone deferred it; 
" Blame not my boldnefs," continued the Matter, " in 
making the offer ; fince, in fetes likethefe f jewels may 
be received by ladies without diihonour." 

The queen rofe, and taking the chain from his hands, 
kiffed it alfo, and courtefying to the knight, again fat 
dawn. 

The Matter then bowing to the king, returned to 
Muza and the other Cavaliers, by whom he was highly 
cftcemed for his extraordinary valour. At this mo- 
ment Albayaldos, who had long been defirous of 
entering the lifts with the Mailer of Calatrava, on ac- 
count of his having (lain in fingle combat a near 
relation, with whom Albayaldos had lived in theftricieft' 
amity, left the king's prefence, and attended by a few 
friends, mounted a beautiful mare, and rqde up to the 
Matter, who was converting with Muza, Content 
plating awhile his noble look and mien, Albayaldos 
exclaimed, " Great and univerfal has been the fatis- 
feftion, gallant Don Rodrigo, to fee you at this fete, 
and greater ttill will be my pleafure to fee you in 
finning arms, as I have been accuftomed to behold 
you on the Vega, that we may meet in combat, as I 
have long and earneftly defired, for two efpecial rea* 
fons, the one for the honor of contending in the" lifts 
with a perfon of your known and approved valour, 
and the other from the defire to avenge the death of 
my firft coufin Mahomet Bey. I know indeed that 
yon (lew him in fair and open battle, yet for the love 
I Vote him I am provoked to give you this defiance, 

- and 
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and whenfoever it may pleefe you to grant my requeft, 
on horfeback I will meet you, and for my fecond bring 
Malique Alabez." 

The Mafter quietly liftened to tbe addrefs, and witli 
a foiling countenance replied, " If great, Signor, 
las teen yocr pleafiye to fee me thus equipped in robe* 
of gala, and yon fliould better like to fee 'me armed, I 
fcall be happy to promote your wiflies, and meet yoa 
even this day : your valour is known to all the Chris- 
tians, who lcour the Vega, and this bold challenge 
has confirmed it : you fay moreover it is my fame that 
leads you to defy me, but there are many other 
Chriftian knights whofe deeds of valour are eminently 
fuperio* to mine, an4 with whom you tnay acquire ftilt 
higher glory. As to your . coufin Mahomet, he fell 
like a brave knight ; but fince you wifl* to try our 
mutual ilrength, I am contented, and at the morrow's 
d?wn will meet you, armed at all points,. with Don 
Manuel Ponce de Leon for my fecond : and that you 
may rely on my word, receive this glove a$ my 
affured pledge." 

The Moor took the glove, and gave the .Mafter a 
gold ring, which was his feal, in exchange, hfuza 
and the other gentlemen did all they could, to prevent 
the combat, but the champions would not releafe e$ch 
other's word, and thus the battle remained unxeceded 
for the morrow. 
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Chap. xt. 



Battle between Albaydldos and the Master of Calatravd 
—Mabez and Ponde de Leon-^The Death of Albay- 
aldos— Battle between Reduan and GazuL 



A<. 



>S it now grew late the Malier of Catatrava took 
his leave, and no more Cavaliers appearing to difpute 
the day, the Judges called Abenamar, and compli- 
mented him on his fucccefs, and the many prizes he 
had won ; the portrait of the beauteous Fatima how- 
ever excelled all the reft. Defcending from their feats 
the Judges mounted their horfes, and with Abenamar 
and his umpire Muza in the midft, they paraded round 
the fquare, giving him a thoufand congratulations on 
his vi&ory. The cavalcade flopped at the queen's 
balcony, and presenting Fatima with the jewels, " Fair 
lady," faid Abenamar, t€ accept what is juftly your 
due, your beauty won the prizes, difpofe of them as 
you pleafe." 

Blufhes prevented Fatima from replying, but with 
her eyes lh$ returned a thoufand thanks, a language in 
which lovers are never deficient. Highly was (he 
envied by Qaliana and Xarifa, when they beheld fo 
many wh trophies in her poffeifion, and their own por- 
traits among them. Galiana was greatly hurt: a 
thoufand matters did (he revolve in her mind, refle&ing 

* that 
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that Abcnamar had planned thefe tiHs purpofely to be ' 
revenged of tier indifference ; and ftill more did fhe 
feel the abfence of her beloved Sarracino, who returned 
no more to the fquare. The king now withdrew from 
the balconj, and retired with the queen to the Aihaxn* 
bra. 

At night all the gentlemen who were engaged in the 
tilt fupped with the king, Sarracino excepted,* who 
fent his excufes. The ladies alfo fupped with her 
inajefty, and the fupper was fucceeded by a concert 
and a ball; the gentlemen danced with their ladies 
in the liveries they had wohi in the fete. Galiana 
alone did not dance, feigning indifpofition. Uer 
lifter Selinia again tried to confole her, but it was 
in vain, as her heart was too full. The 'Cavalier, 
who outfhone the reft on this occafion, was the- 
noble Gazul, enamoured of the lovely Lindaraxa, and 
trho was in return beloved, which greatly diftreffed 
the v.aliant Reduari, who could not bear to fee himfelf 
flighted. Burning with jealoufy Reduan thought of 
nothing lefs than the deftru&Ion of Gazul, bul>the 
event proved very different from his prefent wifhes, as 
in the fequel we fhall relate, when we come to fpeak 
of the battle between the'two Cavaliers for the fake of 
the lovely Abencerrage, who, in fome couplets of the 
bachelor Pedro de Moncayo, is called Celinda. 

To return to our hiftory, the greateft part of the 
night was fpent in dancing, and the king having done - 
every honor to Abenamar and the other gentlemen, at 
length gave the Cgnal to retire* Fatiina generoufly 
reftored the portraits to the refpe&ivd ladies, many 
compliments paffing between them ; the favor in a 

great 
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' great meafuife Contributing Do make fliehx happp. ' The 
gentlemen and ladies, who did not belong to the Al> 
ham bra, now returned to their federal palaces. 

Sleep vifited not the eyes of Albayaldos, refjrdarly* 
he rofe, and waited the arrival of Alabez, whom he had 
requefted to fee long before day-break ; the moment 
he came, Aiahex exeiaimedj •• Signor Albayaldos, I 
am glad to fee" yotl; we broke up very late laft night/*' 
" We did indeed," replied Alabez, " but to-day we 
frail have plenty of time to reft/' " I rather think 
no>t ; if yefterday we weare clothed in filk, to-day we 
mutt, wear rough avpxoot." " Howfo?" returned 
Alabez ; " Eeeaufe yefterday I challenged the Matter 
of Calatrava to Jingle combat, and named you for my 
fecond/' " Heaven grant you may efcape with fa&ty V* 
replied Alabet, '•' I very much doubt it, for you aw 
going to enter the lifts with a knight abundantly 1 
Allied in arms ; but fince you have named me for 
your fecond, let us depart in a happy moment : by the 
royal crown of my anceftprs I fhall rejoice to fee vie* 
tory (mile on our return. But does the king know it?" 
" Not unlefs Muza told him, who was prefent when the 
challenge was given," faid. Albayaldos. " Know it or 
not," returned Alabez, " we muft haften to the Vega, to* 
iweet the Mafter ; but do you know who ishis fecond?" 
" Ponce de Lean," replied Albayaldos* " Then, as 
Aila lives ! we cannot avoid coming to r blows : you 
remember our la*e battle? We exchanged' horfes and" 
agreed to finifh it the next time we n\et. 9% *' So much 
th$ better! Viftory I am fure witt favor us ;" cried 
Albayaldos. " Let us, then," anfwered Alabez, 
«*■ l«tfe na tin* in beginning our expedition. 

The 
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the two ftoble Cavaliers nox? parted to arm, &r tfcd 
fcombat, and about an hour.beforte the break of <iay; 
they left the* city unknown to etery one* and took th^ 
toad to AlbokJte, a village about two leagues from, 
Granada, in the way to the fountain of Pines, where 
Albayaldos and the Matter had appointed to meet. 
The fun was juft beginning to illumine the beauteous 
face of nature, inviting the playful lambs to crop the 
tender herbage, jvben they arrived at Aibolote ; not 
making the leaft flop they rode forward, and, in af>out 
the fpace of another hour, came. to the fountain of the 
Pine, fo juftly celebrated by the Moors of Granada 
and its envirpns;jfor the remarkable clearnefs of it* 
fpring, which derives its name from a very large pine* 
tree that overfhadows it. 

Finding no perfon here, they alighted from theif 
horfes, and quietly fat down by the fountain to. await 
the Mailer's arrival. , " What, if after all, he Ihould 
make a jeft of us, and not come?" faid Albayaldos. 
*• Do not imagine it," replied Alabez, * c he is a gen- 
tleman of honor, and will keep his word; it is yet 
Very early." Atid precifely at this moment did they 
behold two Cavaliers, nobly equipped, with lances and 
targets, on two very powerful horfes, advancing to- 
wards them : both the Cavaliers in grey and green, 
and plumes of the fame colours : they prefently knew 
them, one by the red crofs in a white field, in the 
center of his ibield ; the other by a different crofs, p€. 
the order of St. James* " Did I not tell you," cried 
Alabez, " that the Mailer would be here foon, and 
here he is ?" 

I* Tfee 
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the two knights, the ftower of all Chriftianity, at 
length faluted the Moors*. " Hitherto," faid the Maf- 
ter "weaifelofersift not arriving firft.** " Vi&eiy* 
cried AlbayaWos. "' h«s little to do with this*" *h»fc 
h* was fpeakiog the Matter's botfc began te i»eigfc,«« 
looking towards the Granada road, the four gentfeme* 
few a Cavalier galloping in full fpeed towafds them, 
Hi a loofe orange-coloored coat, and a fun on a Mw 
ftrfeld between black clouds, that feemed «eady to ob- 
fcutfeit; round the target ww this «K^«v«ed letters, 
« Give me Hght or veil myfeif." Albayahk* and 
Alate* at length perceived it was *e valiant M<wa» 
who, finding they had left the city' in conference of 
the challenge, made all poffible hafte to prevent the 
combat, or if he could not fucceed, at leaft to be a 
IptAator. t% So, Gentlemen," cried he, as he ad- 
vanced, '* you intended to enjoy the battle to yow 
felves ; as Alia lives I fputred my horfe bravely to 
join you, and, if poffible, prevail on gentlemen t>f ft 
much tried valour to-drop their defignsi as there k no- 
fuch great urgency for fighting. Will it be any a*- 
ventage to {laughter each other? Tour lives are too 
precious to he thrown away f© lightiy. It wowM 
grieve me to the heart to fee a misfortune happen 
to either of you: let me not, therefore, entreat in 

vatn. 

Earneftly did Muza addrefs himfelf alternately to 
the one and to the other of them, but particularly to 
the Maftet, who replied, " Certainly, noble Muza, 
if it Will give you pleafure^s you requeft it in fo kind 
a manner, I will, for friendfhip's fake, confent *> wave 
• the battle. I leave it therefrre wholly to Signor Al- 

bayaldos; 
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bayaldas ; he flaall decide as" be pteafeg." " I thank 
you/* replied M uzfe, M and from a gentleman fo wor * 
Ay I «xpe&ed fo generous a reply ; you, Albayaldos, 
then muft grant me equal favor, and drop your en- 
aiity^** " Muaa," faid Albayaldos, •• the blood of 
my coafiaa, flaia by the fliarp fteel of the Mailer's 
lance, is ever before ray fight ; it will not let me 
hearken to your entreaties, though I were fure to fall 
like hna. Honorable will be my death if I do fall t 
if I obtain the vi&ory, the Matter's glorious deeds, 
w4 *H Jfcbe laurris he has won, will decorate my 

Ponce de Leon, impatient at the delay, exclaimed* 
" As Sfepaf Albayaldos is refolded to avenge his cou* 
fin's death, let him immediately begin the attack ; wfe, 
Signor Alahe*, wUl^fo-endour former conteft, and 
Jkfazp. &*H fee the general umpire." " Words are not 
depds," apfwered Alabez, " therefore, Don Manuel* 
let q; exchange horfe$, apd begin the combat/' " With 
. all my heart,'' oried Don Mannel, " take your ownr 
qjid reftore me mime: before long they ihall both 
acknowledge one mailer." And now, to mutual fatis- 
faflion, they exchanged the fteeds. Muza, feeing his 
good offices of no avail, kept himfeif in readinefs lor 
the of&ce a&gned to him* 

Round the Mailer's {hield was this motto in red let- 
ters, <c For this t defy deafi*." The motto on Don 
Manpefc was* " For Ais and for the feith." Alabez 
and Albayaldos each woc$ a blue dafaaft livery fringed 
with gold, and &)abez .bore his old d^rfce, a target 
With a red field, bordered with purple, and in &e center 
a half moon, having a golden crown ove* it, v^ith the* 
• h % mottoj 
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motto, " Of my blood/' The device Albayaldo* 
bore, was a target with a-green field, and a dragon in, 
the center, with this motto in Arabic, " No oner 
wounds me with impunity.** So handibme were the* 
Kveries and devices of the champions that they feemed 
rather dreffed for gala than for combat, but beneath 
their jackets they wore ftrong coats of mail. Albay- 
aldos now began to make feveral flourilhes, prancing 
and capering his horfe, and exercifing it for the flrir- 
mifh, and daring the Matter to advance ; when Doa 
Rodrigo, firft making the fign of the crofs, put his 
fteed in a light gallop, and fixed his eyes firmly on 
his enetiay. 

Alabez being mounted on his own fteed, which he* 
fo highly valued, like another Mars bounded over the 
field : the fame did Ponce de Leon with his charger, 
which in excellence was unfurpaffed, and between the 
four knights a ,conflift began, the braveft and moffc 
defperate that ever was contended, neither is this to be 
wondered at, as the two Chriftians were the flower of 
the Caftilian court, and the Moors of Granada. Al-^ 
bayaldos, the moment he found hrmfelf near the ; 
Matter, rufhed tipon him furioufly with his lance, 
defigriing to put an end to the battle at a blow, but it 
fucceeded not as he expe&ed, for Don Rodrigo, per- 
ceiving his intention, h&d placed himfelf on his guard, 
and at the inftant of rencontre : (harply fpurring his* 
tteed, made him bound itito the air, and leap afide, fo 
that the Moor's impetuofity was of no advantage to 
him ; then wheeling round like the wind, Don Rodrigo 
gave him fo rude a blow with his lance, that his ilrong; 
goat of -mail, unable t? refill the force of it, wag 
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pierced, and the 'iron gave him a (harp wound. No 
afj* or ferpent trodden bj the foot of the ruftic, no 
lion wounded by the ounce, could fiercer turn to ven- 
geance than Albayaldos ; foaming like a bull he attacked 
the Mafter with fuch velocity, that he could not again 
avail himfelf of his former ftratagem, and be received 1 
iq terrible a blow that bis flrield was falfified, and him- ' 
felf badly wounded. The lance was however broken 
in. the affault ; throwing away the (haft, Albayaldos 
drew his fword, and rapidly wheeled round, but not 
fo quick as he imagined* for the Mafter had already 
flung bU lance; but he had thrown it rather too foon, 
for it came like a ball from a gun, and paffihg clofe by 
the breaft of Albayaldos' s horfe, rooted itfelf in the 
ground. It however caufed the horfe to ftumble in 
fuch a manner, that his rider could not prevent his 
falling ; the Moor, finding himfelf in fuch imminent 
ganger, fpurred his horfe to make him recover himfelf, 
but in the mean time Don Rodrigo gave him a very 
deep wound with his fword. Alabez chancing to look 
round, few the fituation of his .friend, and quitting 
Don Manuel fpurred his horfe to his affiftance, fwift 
as an eagle, and at the very moment Don Rodrigo's 
hand was raifed to give Albayaldos: a frefli wound, 
Alabez prevented.it, by ftrikihg the .Mafter fo rude a 
Wow with his lance, that. he was compelled to feize 
hold of his horfe* s mane to fave himfelf from falling ; 
•the lance was broken, and Alabez had now clapped 
its hand on his fcimitar, when Don Manuel arrived 
.in-full gallop to Rodrigo's fuccour, whofe life was in 
great danger. Burning with rage, Dbn Manuel gave 
AUfcez a c\it with his fword, which though the wound 
i . & 3 was 
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was trifling, deprived hiin of htft feofes, and threiT 
hind from bis horfe; but recovering by tbefell, and 
finding himfelf in fuch a ftrait, Alabeg endeavoured ta 
tife, when Don Manuel leaping from bis borfe, gave 
him a fecond wound oa the {boulder, and again felled 
him to the ground. Don Manuel was now railing hid 
aim to cut off bis bead, when, in die eattemity of 
danger, Alabez drew forth a poniard, and gabbed Don 
Manuel twice in the fame place; this however would 
not have faved his life, if Muza bad not jumped from 
hishorfe, andcaugbtPonce.de Leon by the arm, at 
the moment he was about to kill him, entreating bim» 
for mercy's fake, to fpare the vanquUhed Cavalier; 
Ponce, turning his eyes, perceived it was Muza who 
inade the requeft, and though be bad been ill-treated 
in the conteft, yet, from pure regard to the merit of 
Mura, immediately granted bis defire, and Teleafed 
Alabez from under him, rifing not himfelf without 
ibme difficulty from great loft of blood. Aiabea w** 
unable to ftir without afQfbtace ; Muza, in much an** 
iety for bis fituation, lifted him from the ground, and 
bore him in his arms to the fountain, giving Don 
Manuel abundant thanks for his generofity, who was 
How attentively regarding the battle between the Maf* 
ter and Albayaldos. The Moor's ftrengtb feemed 
nearly exhaufted, he bad received three mortal wounds, 
one with the lance and two with the fword, when the 
Mafter, percerviiig Don Manuel's combat was brought 
to a conclufion, and that be had overcome fo noble a 
Cavalier as Alabez, gained frefh vigour, and hltifhing4b 
have been fo dilatory in atcbieving die vi&ory* attacked 
bis opponent with Inch fiercenef*, giving bun a dread* 

ful 



fotfefa* on the b*adv tbat be quite itawrf Won aa4» 
Sung him with tw who)* force to the ground, having 
received bimfelf ia the eootbat only three inooafiderable 
wounds. 

M*ea feeing the dreadful fell Alhayatdoa had ie*> 
eeived, intteated Don Rodrigo to give over the battle* 
mAlbayakbs wet wore dead ttwt» *ftv®> andhis,reqnefe 
wee granted, Muza ftretched forth his hand to a&fc , 
him in fifing, but he waa unable to give hi* in return* 
and appealed perfe&fy lifelefc ; but upon Maza caltiqg 
him repeatedly by his Miae, he at length opened bit 
eyes, and h* a low faint voice, like a perfon juil. ex* 
piling, faid he vjfhed to be baptised* 

The two Christian knights were overjoyed to icar 
k» requeft, and lifting ' him. between them* thej cap* 
lied him- to the fountain, and gave him the name of 
John? then kindly taking leave of idle Mopr», they left 
Albsyaldfts to the care of Mv*a» as they w^re 19 
Jiafte to depart in aider to gjet their wounds dreifed» 
*' Alia guard jrou," cried Muza, •* and giyo me an 
opportunity fosoe day to letup* the Javei* I have ex- 
perienced from you l" The Chdftia&s foot* se)otn#d their 
attendant**, who were waiting in the wood of Rome, at 
ihe (pot where the Genii twvtffea it* and the propgr 
remedies were immediately applied to their wounds, 

Mwsa ftill remained at the fountain with hi* twp 
friends; Alahez had by this time regained his fenfes, 
-and finding himfetf not altogether fo much woumtal 
m he at firft imagined, he enquired of Muw what it 
would be heft to do, who replied he fliould ftop to 
watch the fate of Albayaldos, hut that if he bad any 
ointments at hand, he would fiauMh ibis wou*tfa» fo 
h 4 that 
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that he might reach Albolote, where he might he pro- 
perly attended, Alabe* defired him to look in hi*.. I 
fkddle hags : where he would find both ointment and: 
lint, which Muza having quickly applied, he aflifted 
him in mounting his horfc, and he took the road to 
Granada, pondering as he rode along on the Mailer's 
and Ponce d? Leon's valour, and purpofing in his mind 
to become a Chriftian that he might enjoy the friend-* 
fhip of two fuch worthy knights ; and with thefe. fen- 
timents Alabez reached Albolote, where he alighted 
at a friend's houfe, and where we (hall leave him under 
the hands of an experienced furgeon, and return to 
Muza, who now remained alone with Albayaldos; 
for although lie had become a Chriftian, Muza would 
by no means defert him, but rather try to effeft his 
cure. Stripping Albayaldos, Muza perceived he had 
three very deep wounds, befides the laft which he had, 
received in the head, and as they were evidently mor- 
tal, he did not chufe to put him to the torture of drefn 
fing them. ** Alas! Albayaldos," cried he, fC how . 1 
I am grieved to fee you in this condition, had you 
liftened to my advice this would not have happened/ 9 

The new Chriftian opened his eyes, and looking up 
to heaven in the pangs of death, exclaimed, " Q good 
Jefus, have mercy on me, and confider not the of* 
fences I have committed againft you, whilft I was 3 
Moor, perfecuting thofe who called upon your name, 
but rather grant your mercy which is greater than my 
faults ; remember, Lord, thou haft (aid, that at what* 
ever time the firmer turns to thee thou wilt hear him/* 
; More he would have added, but he was unable, for 
tongue cleaved to the roof of bis mquth, and he 
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ftaggered with the lofs of blood that entirely covered 
him from fre^d to foot* Hence proceeded the enfuing 
JJallad:-^ « 

With three deadly gafhes wounded, 

Noble Albayaldos lies ; 
Faft the purple tide is dreaming, 

F^ft he heaves convulfive figbs. 

In rude conteft with the Matter 

This dire mifchief did he gain I 

Wejtering in his gore behold him, 
Agoniz'd with mortal pain, 

. Now he turns his eyes to heaven, 
Uttering from his heart's recefs : 
- M Help me, help me, bleffed Jefus, 
* f Help me in this deep diftrefe \ 

u Of my faults no more accufe me, 
" Save me by thy mighty pow'r t 

'* Le^ve me not a prey to Satan 
" In my laft expiring hour, 

i€ Friendfhip's voice had I but follow'd 
" This had neyer been my ftate, 

4t Tho* my body's doom'd to periflj, 
" Be notfuch, my foul, thy fate J 

%t Intd tljy dear hands I truft it 

** Who redeem* ft me on the crofs. 

* ■ Hear my prayers, and let thy mercy 
*' Save me from eternal lofs, 



u All I aflr thee, noble Muza, 

•• AH the comfort thou eanft give, 

*' Is beneath this pine to lay me, 
" Soon as I {hall ceafe to lire. 

" When thou feeft the king, thy brother* 
" Tell him I fell like a man, 

u That I died a faithful Chriftian, 
" And forfw ore the Alcoran." 

Attentively did Muza liften to his words, and wept 
at the thoughts of his miferable condition, recollefiing 
the many vidtories he had gained, the riehes he left 
behind him, the valour of his perfon, and the great 
efteem all Granada had for him. As he lay weltering 
in his gore, beyond the power of art to cure, Muza 
would have fain given him fome confolation, but as 
he was about to fpeak, he faw him make the fign of 
the crofs, and calling on the name of Jefus, commit 
his foul to his Maker. 

Deeply grieved at the lofe of fo efteemed a friend, 
Muza (bed many tears, but confidering how little they 
availed, he began to think how he fhould contrive 
to give him burial in fo defert a place, and here indeed 
God was pleafed to aflift him, that the body of the 
oew Chriftian might not be left a prey to the birds 
and beafts of the 6eld, fome woodmen happening to 
pafs by with hatchets and other tools ; Muza was 
pleafed to fee them, and calling aloud, begged, for the 
love of Alia, they would affift him to inter the body 
of a knight, who had fallen in combat.. The wood- 
men readily complied, and Muza fixing on a- fpot at 

the 
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tte foot of the Pine, they entirely ftripped off his 
armour, and with great lamentations depofited his re- 
mains in the ground. The countrymen then departed, 
terrified at the wounds of the deceafed, whofe epitaph 
Muza thus engraved on the bark of the Pine, 

Here Albayaldos lies, in battle fam'd, 

Whofe gallant prowefs all the world proclaim* d ; 

TW braver than Rinaldo, cfuel fate 

Deny'd bis years a long and happy date ; 

But Mars, whofe envy did the hero flay, 

To his own heaven bore him hence away. 

After Muza had written the epitaph, he took the 
coat of mail, the helmet and plumes, all ornamented 
with filver, and the fliield of fez, and making a trophy 
with the lance and fword, he hung it on a branch of 
the Pine, and over the trophy placed this infcription;— • 

To Albayaldos of a noble line 
Belongs the trophy hanging on this Pine ; 
Granada never did a chief behold 
'" Among her fens more refolutely bold. 
Even here might Alexander weep ftill more 
Than at Achilles* tomb he wept before. 

Having performed thefe laft fad duties, Muza 
mounted his horfe, and taking Albayaldos's by the 
bridle, gave him a thoufand maledi&ions for the ftura- 
ble he made, which was the occafion of the firft 
defperate wound his matter had received, though on 
reflection Muza knew it was impoffible to withftaqd 
the Mailer's arm, and the will of heaven. Scarce 
had he travelled three miles, when he faw two Cava- 
liers approaching of very noble mien, one in a yellow 
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drefs and plumes, with a yellow and blue (hield, hav* 
ing a fun between dark clouds on the blue part, and 
beneath it a moon eclipfed, with this motto :— 

My hope's eclips'd, no rays remain 
To chace the heavy clouds of pain ; 
And joy is to my bofom ftrange, 
Without the profpedfc of a change. 

The knight's lance was yellow, as was alfo his bri- 
dle, the furniture of hisfteed, and his banner on 
which was this motto, •' Without a ray of hope." 
The other Cavalier wore a fcarlet and green tunic, his 
cap and plumes, his lance and banner, and the trap- 
pings of his horfe all correfponding ; the (hield was 
red bordered with green, and on the red part thefe 
„ letters in gold, which (hope at a great diftance;— 

My ftar's fo bright, that to the day 
New luftre its proud beams convey ; 
And whilft my glory thus increases 
I feel a j6y that never ceafes. 

Beneath the infeription was a large golden ftar; 
when the fun {hone on it, the fplendour was fo great 
that it almoft dazzled the eyes. It was very eafy to 
difcover this knight lived in the funfhine of good for- 
tune, as his livery, device, and motto, all proclaimed 
it. The knight of the Sun's fteed was a bright chef- 
nut Andaluz ; the knight of the ftar rode alfo an An- 
dulufian horfe, whofe colour was a mottled brown. 
The Cavaliers came at a round rate converting toge- 
ther. Muza wondered to fee them, but could not di- 
vine who they were till they came quite near, and 
then he perceived the knight in yellow was Reduao, 

thus 



' ( 157 ) 

that dreffed on account of Lindaraxa's difdain, and 
that the knight in fcarlet and green was Gazul, whom 
Lindaraxa favored with her fmiles. Muza was afto- 
nHhed to meet them, nor were they lefs furprifed to 
fee hfm leading a horfe by the bridle, without any at* 
tendant; at length they faluted each other, and Muza, 
who .was the firft to fpeak, exclaimed, " By Maho- 
met, I am infinitely furprifed to meet you in this 
lonely road, and I fafpeft it muft be fome particular 
motive that brings you hither. I fhould be glad to 
be made acquainted with it/' *' We hare more rea- 
fon, I believe," replied Reduan, *• to be aftoniihed at 
meeting you thus alone, leading another horfe by the 
bridle, you muft certainly have been fighting with a 
' Chriftian, and have {lain him, and this was his Heed?" 
" Would to Alia it were fo !" replied Muza, " I think 
it is hardly poffible but you muft know the horfe ?"— 
Reduan, again looking at the animal, exclaimed, " If 
I am not miftaken, it belongs to Albayaldos— it cer- 
tainly is fo— but where is his inafter?" €t I will in- 
form you," returned Muza, " yefterday at the. fport 
of canes, after the Mafter of Caiatrava had run the 
three lances with Abenamar, Albayaldos came into the 
fquare, and challenged him in tny prefence, for flay- 
ing formerly his firft coufin Mahomet Bey : thexbmbat 
was fixed for this very day at the fountain of the 
Pine: Albayaldos chofe Alabez for his fecond, and . 
the Mafter Don Manuel Ponce de Leon. This morn- 
ing, at an early hour, going to their palaces I found 
neither of the gentlemen, and recolle&ing the chal- 
lenge, I pofted iway, without intimating to any per- 
fon my intention, to the fountain of the Pine, where 
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fiftd that from revenge alone (he will fit: he* heart ott\ 
another, whom you muft in turn kill alfo f»* v *' Firft/*- 
cried Reduan, " let us end our battle* arid then t will r 
take the reft into confideration*" Muza, feeing he* 
could not prevail on Reduan to hearken to reafon, 
turned his horfe about, ftill in the hope of effecting a 
reconciliation ; they all rode fo faft that in a fhort 
time they reached the fountain of the fine, when,- 
fattening Albayaldos's fteed to the tree, Muza pointed 
put the fpot where the knight was buried* and once 
more begged Reduan not to perfift in fighting* Reduan 
anfwered him not, but exclaimed to Gazul, i€ Notfv 
pillager of my glory, we are in a place where my 
hopes may foon be at an end," and, uttering this, he 
wheeled his horfe about, and called on Gazul to ad-» 
vance, who offended at his arrogance in wifhing td 
deprive him of his beloved Lindaraxa, withdut making 
a fingle flourilh before the (kirmifh, in an inftant at-* 
tacked Redukn. Burning with mutual rage they gav6 
each other fuch terrible blows, that it was aftoniftiing 
to behold them. Reduan pierced GazuFs fliield and 
coat of mail, and gave him a flight wound, that bled 
however profufely . Finding himfelf wounded in the 
very firft onfet, to revenge himfelf Gazul waited tfft 
Reduan turned his fteed to repeat the blow, and imme- 
diately fpurred his- horfe fo rapidly towards him, that 
he had barely time to cover himfelf with his fhield, 
which was but of little ufe, as the lance pierced both 
that and the coat of mail, and gave Reduan a deep 
wound : endeavouring to .repeat the blow, the com- 
batants met fo fulioufly that both, their lances were 
broken, and both were wounded in the breaft. Being 

now 
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ttoMr ck)fe together, they grafped each other fifrmly In 
their arms, each endeavouring to tear the other from 
* his horfe, and thus they fought for fome time without 
the leaft advantage being gained on either fide, till at 
length the horfes, in defiance of their ride*** beg^n 
to prance and bite, and waxing furious turned round 
to kick each other, which brought their matters to the 
, ground • 

Reduan, who was the heavieft, fell beneath Gazul* 
and being thus in danger, was compelled to exert his 
whole ftpength to lave himfelf ; when, by the moft 
powerful exertions, he at length gained his feet. Gazul 
recovered his at the fame time. Firmly they now 
fixed their fhklds on their arms, and drawing forth 
their fcimitars* * conftift ftill more terrible enfued : 
the Shields were in an inftant cut to pieces j and both 
the knights moft dangeroufly wounded. Reduan had 
'rather the wot ft of the battle, having before received two 
wounds with the lance, although in fed there was hut 
little advantage on either fide* Their liveries we*e 
till in rents, and their armour fo hacked that every 
blow inflifted a wound ; their fcimitara were D*mfcf* 
«ne, and fo highly tempered that no armour could 
poflibly refift their ftrofce. And thus, after fighting 4f>t 
two full hours, nothing lefs could be expeded than 
the death of both the parties ; yet Reduan, as we ob- 
ferved before, had the worft of the fight, for though 
he was the moft powerful, Gazul had the advantage in 
a&ivity, affaulting or retiring as he pleafed, which 
Reduan could not do, fuffering befides, as he was, un* 
der the feverity of his wounds; every ftroke however 
<hat Rfcduan gave was weighty. Covered with blood, 
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from head to foot, the chanapions ftill continoed tie 
fight ; when Muza obferving the dreadful condition 
they were in, and apprehending they would both fall 
victims to their courage and perfeverance, which muft 
have (hortly happened, leaped from his horfe, and 
throwing himfelf between them, exclaimed, " Let me 
intreat you, Gentlemen, to ceafe the combat, or neither 
of you will furvive it." Gazul drew back fome paces, 
and fo likewife did Reduan, againft his inclination, til! 
at length refle&ing that Muza was the brother of the 
king, and his firm friend, he confented to defift ; and 
fuffering Muza to bind up their wounds, they all re- 
mounted their horfes, (Muza ftill leading Albayal- 
dos's) and took the road to Albolote, where they ar- 
rived about fire in the afternoon, and enquiring for 
Alabez. found htm lying on a bed with his wounds 
• drefied and attended by a furgeon of great fkill. Re- 
duan and Gazul had their armourtaken off, and their 
wounds fearched by the fame furgeon, who provided 
every thing neceflary.for t!heir cure. 

Malique wondered to fee two of his beft friends 'm t 
fo £ d a condition : But here we {hall leave them alt 
three and return to Granada with Muza, where the 
events happened that we fhall relate in the next 
Chapter. 
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CHAP. xir> 

si Quarrel between the Zegries and JbtncerraH*- 
Battle between the Master of Cdlatrava and Aliatar 
~ JW, s Death-Fites in Granada- Adventures 
of Riduan. 

JVlUZA arrived at Granada juft as the fun was f et . 
tmg and, as he approached the city, threw his cloak 
round hit .free that he might not be known, and rode 
ftnitup to the Alhambra, where he committed the 
two horfes to the care of a guard. The king was at 
that moment fitting down to fupper, and wondeW 
to fee km in a travelling drefs, enquired where he had 
fpentthe day « I wi ,l Inform yom 

fupper, rephed Muza, « of many events that wi U 
furpme you ; and accordingly when fupper was over, 
he related at large the death of Albayaldos, the wound! 
of Alabez, and the battle between Reduan and Gazul 
all wh!Ch made the king extremely penfive and dinV 

fn 1 V* T* m ° mlag *' neWS ***P«bIifhed 
in the tity, and every one was highly grieved » A 

death of Albayaldos, but in particf J ffSf^ 
Aliatar, who fwore to revenge him though it Ihould 
cofth 1S hfe. AH the nobility went to condole wi* 
Aliatar on the loft of his relation; among thelrft 
were the Zegries, Gomeles, Vanegas, IfciTw 

** res 



lcs and Bencerrages ; the Alabeces and Abencerragtrf 
, followed, fitting together in a very large faloon, after 
they had refpe&ively paid the ufual compliments of 
condolence, they began to debate whether it would 
be proper to make the accuftomed ceremonies and la- 
mentations for his death ; —various were the opinion* 
which were entertained ; Albayatdoe, faid feme of the 
gentlemen, nas not died in the faith of Mahomet, but 
of Chtf ft. And of what importance is this cried the 
Vanegas, his relations have the fame caufe to grieve 
for his loft? Mahomet, however, anfwered, the Zegries 
will not be pleafed, as he fQrfook the holy prophet, 
and died a chriftian ; and it is a&ing in obedience to 
the rules of the Alcoran to flight thofe who flight him* 
We fhould do good, faid the Abeneerrage* for the 
love of ATI a ; if Albayaldos has died a Chriftian it is 
a fecret which God only knows, and to him we fhoold 
leave it, and certainly there can be nothing wiong 
in lamenting the lots of a friend. 

A Zegri, whofe name was Albin-Hamad, ex- 
claimed, "O the Moor of Moors! O the Chriftiaa 
of Chriftians f There are knights m this city, who 
every day give alms to the Chriftian captives in the 
dungeons of the Alhambra* and fend them food and 
raiment, and thefe are the Abencerrages^ •* Yoji 
fay well," replied AlbinHamet, Abeneerrage, " we 
value ©urfelves on our companion to the Chriftians, 
and to all who (land in need of it ; Alia gives us weakb 
*to employ it only in benevolent purpofes ; the Chrift- 
ians beftow alms on the Moors for the love of God, 
for I myfelf have been a captive, and have not on|y 
feen but experienced their bounty, and out of gratitude 
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land all my kindred are friendly to the Chciftiaas ; 
Come day perhaps we may ourfelves be glad of their 
^ffiftance : and any one who fays our charity is wrong, 
is fordid and bafe, and a ftranger to the meaning of 
die word. I*eJ» him that merits this vile chara&er ap- 
ply it to himfelf. If any one fays it is not right to 
bellow alms on thofe who ftand in need and afk re- 
lief, he is a falfe.man, and I am ready to maintain 
it/'— The Zegri, in a furious rage to be thus replied to» 
without anfwering a word, raifed his hand to ttrike the 
Abencerrage, who warded off the blow with his left 
arm, but ilotjb effe&ually as to prevent the ends of 
the Zegri's lingers from hitting him in the face ; the 
moment he felt the blow, fiercer than the Hircaniaa 
lion, he drew a poniard, and before (he Zegri could 
move a ftep he gave him two deep wounds that in an 

, Inftant laid him dead at his feet. Another Zegri now 
aimed a blow with his dagger at Albin Hamet, but 
Hamet feized his arm before he ft ruck, gave him fb 
violent a blow in the ftomach that he alfo fell dead 
before him. 

TKe other Zegries, who were more than twenty in 
the faloon, now d*ew- their (Words, crying, kill the 

. treacherous Abencerrages, who at the fame time put 
themfelves on the defensive ; the Gomeles who were 
at leaft twenty alfo, and the Mazas as many more, 
flew to aid their friends, which, the Alabeces and Va* 
Hegas perceiving, inftantly joined the Abencerrages, 
and between thefe fi$ lineages fo fierce a confti& en* 
foed, that in a few feconds live more of the Zegries 

, wer^ ilain, three Gomeles, and two Mazas, and four- 
tap. of t^e three race? were wouaded. None of the • 
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Abencerrages fell, but feventeen were wounded,. and 
one had his afm nearly cut off. Three Alabeeea were 
killed and eight wounded, as like wife wei$ feveral 
of the Vanegas, and two of them flain. 
. The flaughter would have been ftill greater, had 
not Aliatar, and many other gentlemen interfered/ 
throwing themfelves in the midft between the com- 
batants, in which good office fome of them did not 
cfcape unhurt. In this tumultuous manner they de- 
fcended to' the ftreet; but. as the Cavaliers who en- 
deavoured to reftore peace were many in number, and 
of the greateft valour, chiefly Bencerrages, Gazules, 
Alraobadijes and Almoradies, they at length, though 
with great difficulty, fucceeded in reftoring tranquillity. 
The moment the king heard of the affray, he came 
down in hafte from the Alhambra, and arrived at the 
place ere it was fcarce at an end ; when the Cavaliers 
perceived the king they withdrew, but on his en^uir- 
ing into the affair, he ftnt the Abencerrages to the 
Tower of Comares, the Zegries to the Red Tower, the 
Oomeles to the Alcazaba, the Mazas to the Caftle of 
Bibitambin, the Alabeces to Generalife, and the Va- 
negas, to a ftrong tower of the Alijares ; and return- 
ing in great wrath to the Alhambra, he vowed by Ma* 
hornet and his royal throne, that he would put an end 
to thefe fa&ions by ftrlking off a head from each of 
the fix families. The gentlemen who attended the 
king, and who were fome of the principal nobles in 
the city, intreated his Majefty to pardon the offence, 
as fo heavy a puni(hment could not fail of throwing 
all Granada, but even the whole kingdom, into con- 
fufion; it will be far better they added, to endeavour 

to 
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fo> reconcile the contending parties, offering to do the 
tttmoft in their power to promote fo defirable a termi- 
nation. The king, at length, in fbme meafure ap* 
pea fed, defired them to take the bufinefs into hand 
immediately ; and, in ihort, thefe gentlemen took fo 
much pains to effeft a reconciliation, that in the fpace 
of four days, all the gentlemen were again reftored to 
apparent friendfhip, and the deaths on all fides were 
forgiven : the court of juftice hdwever raifed immenfe 
foms from the different parties for the royal treafury. » 
The prifoners were now releafed from confinement, 
bnt the Zegries remained folly bent on vengeance ; and 
in order to confider the beft method of carrying it into 
effeft,- they convened the Gomeles to meet them in a 
delightful garden near the Darro. After they had all 
dined together, a Zegri, whom the reft refpe&ed as 
their chief, brother to him who was flain by Alabes 
in the tilt, addrefied them, in thefe words :— " Valiant 
Zegries, friends, and relations, and you brave Go- 
meles, liften to what, with tears of blood, I am going 
to relate ; you know what honor is, how much it coftg 
to pfeferve it, and how foon it is loft, never again - to 
be recovered. Were not the Zegries and Gomeles 
efteemed by all Granada, next, to the throne itfelf ? 
And had we qot every thing our ambitiqp could de- 
fire? Our fovereigns loved us; we poffefied riches 
and every other bleffing in abundance : but thefe 
mungrel Abencerrages rob us of our honors, and 
trample us under foot. They have already flain my 
brother, and many of Our relations, and you Gomeles 
they hold in like contempt. Thefe -wrongs cry loud 
for vengeance, if we purfiie it not the Abencerrages 
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Will footi tread us down entirely ; no petfon will bono* 
Us more* To prevent this evil we ratrft endeavour at 
every method. The Abencerrages are oiir ancient 
foes , and they mull be deftroyed: and fince by force 
of arms we cannot prevail, as the king would refent 
it, I have a thought which though it tallies not with 
the laws of gentlemen, is yet a fure and certain road 
to vengeance; 
- " Unfold it, Signor Mahomet," cried one of the 
Gomeles, # * we promife to fupport you.*V- M Thei* 
liften," continued Mahomet, " I am refolved to em- 
broil the Abencerrages with the king fo deeply that 
hot one of them fhall efcape his fury. I will aptufe 
Albin Hamet, their chief, of adulterous intercpurfe with 
the Queen \ fome of you muft confirm what I (hall 
advance, and outface all that dare to contradi&us. 
We muft accufe them alfo of confpiring agaiqft the 
king's life, and allege that they are labouring to de> 
prive him of the kingdom, this will fo highly incenfe 
him that he will command them every one to be be* 
headed : leave this charge to me, and I pledge myfelf 
for the fuccefs of Us execution. This is my opinion, 
friends, now tejl n*e youf's? and let what I have 
faid remain a fecret, as it behoves u$ highly, and re* 
lates to our deareft interefts, 1 * • , 

Thus ended the Zegri's diabolical fpeeefc, to which 
the confederates unanimoufly affented, and aligned 
two Qomeles to be the Zegries joint witneffes to the 
Jang. After concerting this horrible* plot, the party ' 

returned 

• There is at this time, or was very lately, an oak of immenfe 
magnitude Handing near Granada/ called tne Oak of tho Traitor^ 
Where, perhaps, this very treafbn was concerted* 
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jttamed tor the city, to -watch for an opportunity of 
putting it into execution. 

We ihfttl now return to Aliatar „ who was highly 
offended at the tumult which had* happened in- his 
palace, aad no Iefe grieved at the death of his coufin 
Jtlbayaldos, vowing again and again to revenge his 
death, and for that . purpofe to feek the Mailer, and 
challenge him to cpmbat. With this intent, Aliatar 
m few days after put on a ftrong coai of mail, having 
a quilted waificoat underneath a grey tunic; and fteei 
helmet, with a grey cap and blue feathers; and 
mounting a horfe, whofe trappings were black, 
went fprth from the city, and took the Antequera „ 
road, hoping to meet with. the Matter, and wreak his 
fury upon him* Having paffed Loxa, Aliatar faw a 
j&juadron of Christians on the point of entering the 
Vega, with white ftandards, and tbe red crofs of St* 
James in, the center; their captain was the M after him- ' 
felf, who, by the help of a very precious balfam, was 
jecovered N from the wounds he had received inth* 
late battle, • . , 

' Aliatar, knowing the Matter's ftapdard, a? he had 
often feen it on the Vega, the moment be. approached 
near enough, called a|oud,. " Perchance the, Mafter 
of Calatrava is prefent ?" The Mafter advancing for- 
ward, • demanded why he made the inquiry ? " I 
wiih," replied the Moor, " to have fome coaverfatioa 
with him*" " If that isall,' • faid, Doa Rodrigo,. " I 
am th? Mafter, now declare what you have* to fay.'' 

Aliatar by tl is time plainly difcov^red it was the 
Mailer he was addreffing, and gailopping* up to him 
Wlttouithe le^ft £g»,pf fear r ftiu|eflhim in ; the fol- 
lowing 
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lowing manner : u Valiant. Matter, well indeed majr - 
you be efteemed the moft fortunate knight in the . ^ 

world, fince you have vanquiihed fo many noble 
Cavaliers in fingle combat, and particularly my coufin 
Albayaldos, the glory and mirror of all the gentle- 
men of Granada ; an event which affli&s me with fuch . 
deep concern that the thought of it alone almoft de- 
ftroys me. My name is Aliatar, I came hither to» 
feek you and revenge my family, as I confider it indeed 
my duty ; and fince I have found you, I (hall greatly 
rejoice to accompliih my defire, but if perchance I ana . 
flain in the combat, it will be no difhdnor to my me* . 
mory i o fall by the hand of fo brave a knight." 

To this the Matter courteoufly replied : cc I ihould ! 

be moft happy, Signor Aliatar, to meet you on any 
other occafion, I had rather indeed it was to do you a 
fcrvice, as I can truly affure you of my friendlhip.. I • 

do not wi(h to be compelled to fight yoir, your coufia . 
died like a brave knight, and God was pleated to take 
him to himfelf, fince, at the hour of death, he was i 

baptized, and became a Chriftian. Happy he to en- 
joy his Saviour's preience! On this account,*' the 
Matter added, " I. do not wifh to fight you, without 
a caufe, but rather, as I faid before, I would gladly 
do yon a fervice.** 

" Many thanks, noble Matter," replied Aliatar; 
" for the favors you are pleafed to offer me, but the 
blood of my coufin cries aloud; let us therefore begin 
the combat, firffc giving me your word that ydur fqua-> 
dron fhall not moleft me, and that I (hall encounter 
you alone/' " I fhould be better pleafed/' faid Don 
Rodrigo, " if you woujd relinquifh your defign, but da 
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it is your pleafure, be it fo; my people (hall not offend - 
you." As Don Rodrigo fpoke thefe word* -be ftretched 
forth his lance, a fignal for the troops to retire, which 
they immediately obeyed. M Now then/' cried the 
Moor, " let us begin the combat;" and putting his 
horfe into a half gallop, performed many fkilful evolu- 
tions; whilft the Mafter, railing his eyes to heaven, 
and mating the fign of the crofs, exclaimed, ** for the 
fake of thy holy paffion, bleffed Jefus, grant me the 
vidlory over this Pagan," and uttering this, began to 
prepare himfeif for the combat alfo ; the recent wounds 
which he had received, were yet fcarcely cicatrized, 
whirl* in a great meafure impeded his motions, but his 
great courage amply fupplied the defeft. Noticing 
Alatar's a&ivity, he exclaimed to himfeif, <f I muft, V 
perceive, be cautious, otherwife I (hall not atchieve the 
vi&ory, which God forbid !" anil therefore, quietting his 
horfe, he advanced flowly , keeping his eye fixed on his 
enemy, to obferve in what manner he would begin the 
attack. 

The Moor, not aware of the Mailer's reafon for the 
caution he was taking, continued to approach him, and 
wjben he thought he vt as fuiEciently near, he trufted to 
the ftrehgth of, his arm, and riling high on his ftirrups, 
flung his lance with fuch force, that it came tinging 
through the air. The Mafter obferving the lance, in an 
inftant turned his hoffe afide, and bending his body at 
the fame moment, it pafled on, and fattened deep in the 
ground beyond him. When the Mafter found he had 
efcaped the danger, fwifter than the hawk aflails the 
timorous dove, he flew to attack the Moor, who not 
daring to await him, wheeled round his horfe to the 
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fpot where his. lance was ftill vibrating, and plucked it 
fiom the ground, returning to attack the Matter,, the ' 
Moor found himfo near that it was impoffi&e to avoid 
the rencontre, therefore in great bafte he thruft his lance 
and pierced Don Rodrigo's Ihield, grazed his arm, and 
jpve him a (harp wound in the breaft ; and the Matter's 
lance at the fame inftant pierced Aliatar's (hield and 
coat of mail, although it was prodigioufly ftrong, and 
gave him a deep wound, whence the blood ftreamed 
in great quantities. The Moor felt he had received a 
dangerous wound, but far from being difmayed, he ra- 
ther fought with more courage, brandifhing his lance 
like a reed. The Matter now tried the ftratagemofa 
feint, and checking his horfe, in a fudden manner, at 
the moment of rencontre, Aliatar's lance ftruck the edge 
of his fhiefd and broke it, but did not reach far enough 
to wound him ; whilft, at the fame inftant, he gave the 
Moor a back ftroke, that inflicted a fecond' deep wound* 
Burning with fury Aliatar made a defperate attack on 
his antagonift. who defended himfelf .with great agility ; 
when finding his efforts fruitlefs, he flopped his horfe, 
and cried, *' if it be agreeable to yoju, Chriftlan knight^ 
we will end our battle on foot, as we have already 
fought a long time on horfeback?" to which the Matter 
readily gave his aflent, as he was particularly dextrous, 
in Angle combat on the ground. 

The two knights now alighted from their horfes, and 
with their bucklers on their arms, attacked each other 
like two lions ; fmt little did the Moor's valour avail 
him againft the powerful foe he had to deal with. The 
wounds he had received ftreamed with blood fo faft, 
thai wherever he fet his foot he left the track behind 
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Mm, and were much to his difadvantage, yet his cou- 
rage was fo great, that he perceived not his inferiority 
in the conteft, and moft gallantly maintained the com- 
bat. The two horfes, releafed from their riders, alfb 
began to fight, and to bite and kick at each other, 
With the fame determined fpirit as their mailers. 

Don Rodrigo now gave the Moor a fecond bacfc 
, flioke, that rent his ill-oppofing (hield like wax, and 
infilled another fevere wound : fuffering under the 
Severity of the ftroke, the Moor returned a moft venge- 
ful blow, which cut through the Matter's fhield as he 
raifed it to defend his head, and the point of the fci- 
toitar ftruck him with fuch force, that his helmet was 
clove in twain, and he received a wound in the head; 
which, though trifling in its nature, fo ftrestmed with 
blood that it nearly blinded, and greatly bewilderefl 
him. Had not the Moor himfelf been faint with thfc 
lots of blood, the Matter would have now run no in^ 
confiderable riik, for Aliataf perceiving him bleed & 
*faft, recruited his fpirits, and though his vigour was. 
greatly exbaufted, attacked him fo boldly, that Don 
Rodrigo was reduced to the greateft ftrait. • TheMaft* 
finding himfelf thus preffed, refoived to fethis life atfet 
final hazard, and covering himfelf in the beft manner 
his broken fhield would aflmit, ftuitmoning his whole 
fttength, and attacked Aliatar, who feeing him ad- 
vance, refufed not the encounter, hoping with the neat 
ftroke to end the battle. 

The Mailer ftruok 4he Moor a dreadful blow with 

-his fword which penetrated his very bowels, bjit be did 

not inflift this wound with impunity, for at the fame 

ittftadt he received a fecond wound in the head from the 

fcimitar 
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fcimitar of the Moor, which threw him fenfelefs to 
the ground. Aliatar, concluding Don Rodrigo was 
killed, attempted to advance and. cut off his head, but 
he had not put forth his foot for this purpofe, when he 
dropped down lifelefs from the wound he had received 
in his bowels. The Mafter recovering his fenfes, and 
finding the danger of his fituation, wondered the Moor 
did not deftroy him ; but rifing with all the fpeed he was 
able, and looking round for his foe, he faw him ex- 
tended motionlefs on the ground. Immediately he 
fell on his knees, and returned thanks to God for the 
£gnal vi&ory he had gained, and then cutting off the 
Moor's head from his, body, he caft it on the ground, 
and founding his cornet, his troops galloped towards 
him. Thd vi&ory he had atchieved was highly 
grateful to his companions in arms, but when they 
difcovered the dreadful wounds their captain had re- 
ceived, they were greatly alarmed for his fafety. 
Catching the two horfes, that ftili continued fighting, 
they affiled the Mafter to mount, and conduced him 
to a place of fafety, where his wounds were properly 
attended. After Gripping the dead body of its armour, 
they hung Aliatar' s head on the breaft-plate of his 
horfe, and led him in triumph from the field of battle. 
The fame gained by Don Rodrigo in this combat 
fpread far and near, and we {hall now proceed to re- 
late the ballad which celebrates the event.— 

From Granada briflely falltes 

Aliatar to range the plain, 
Coufin to noble Aibayaldes, 

By the Mafter battle-flain. 

Strong 
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Strong and' ftubborn was his armour, 

Black bis lance, and black hi* £hicH J 

Darkeft blue his cap and plumage, 
Black the fteed he rode a-field. 

Full of wrath. he leaps aftride him, 

Swiftly through the New fquare flies; 

Looks not e'en upon the Darro, 
Tho' acrof* the bridge he hies. 

Through the Elvira gate he battens, 
Takes the Antequera road, 

Thinking of his daughter' d coufin, 
Vengeance does his bofoiu goad. 

\ Alia! tying the Matter near me, 

[ " Well (hail he the deed repay! 

J To fair Loxa now approaching 

A bright troop obftrudts the way. 

Waving in their banners centre 
A red crofs he fees appear, 
% Fearlefs then he thus addrefs'd them, 
" Is the gallant Matter here?" 

" What's your pleafure?" cried -the Mkftir, 
; " Is it me to whom you'd fpeak?" 

By the red crofs then he knew him, 
. Knew the knight he came to feek. 
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For upon his breaft he wore it, 
And it flione upon his ftueld* 

Aliatar at length falutes him, 
Glad to meet him in the field. 

t€ I am Albayaidos' coufin, 

' " Him that in the fight you flew, 
€t And I come, fo Alia grant me! - 
" To reyenge his death on yW 
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This the valiant Mafter hearing, 

Wheels his fteed without delay, 

And with Fury berth advancing 
Thus begin the bloody fray. 

Long they combat, deeply wounding, 
But the Mafter was fo bold, 

That the Moor could not withftand him, 
Nor fhe dreadful conteft hold. 

On the fpot the Mafter flays him, 
Mighty i« the warlike deed ; 

Off he takes his head, and hangs \t 
On the breaft-plate of his fteed. 

i 
With three wounds profufely bleeding 

Back he haftens' to his friends ; 
To a fafe retreat they bear him. 

And beheath their care he mends. 
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; Four days after the death of Aliatar, an account of 
t^e fad event reached Granada, to the great regret of 
the king, who was forely vexed to find the Matter had, 
in fo fhovt a time, deprived him of two fuch noble Ca« 
valiers as Aliatar and Albayaldos ; the regret on this 
occafion was univerfal, and the paft feftivity was con* 
verted into the deepcft mourning, which was confider* 
ably augmented by the continual difputes of the Ze- 
gries and Abencerrages : the king, obferving the uu* 
pleafant fituation of affairs, ordered a divan to be af- 
fcinbled, when it was refolved the public rejoicings 
fhould be renewed, and his majefty alfo gave orders 
that the knights, who had fignalized themfelves in the 
late fport of the ring, ihould be married to the ladies 
they had made the obje&s of their regard. A public 
concert and afiembly was alfo dire&ed, and that the 
Zambra fhould be danced, a fete held in the higheft 
eftimation among the Moors, and to complete the 
round of pleafure, a bull feaft, and a tilt of canes 
were among the diverfions ordered on the occafion. 

The youthful knights, who were in the good graces 
pf the ladies, were highly gratified at thefe public or* 
derp;. £nd now the city, which was fo lately the feat of, 
mourning, refounded more than ever had been known 
yith the voice of joy and gladnefs, the gentlemen 
gave ferenades in the ftreets, and mafquerades, mak* 
ing fuch bonfires and illuminations that the very night 
itfelf feemed turned into day. 

It may not be uninterefting to enumerate the names 
of the parties who were married on this occafion* 
The brave Sarracino was united to the fair Galiana ; 
Abindarraes to Xarifo ; Matiquq Alabez, who had re- 
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turned from Albolote healed of his wounds, to Cohaida ; 
Xulema Abencerrage to Daraxa; Azarque to Alboraya-; 
an Alraoradi gentleman to Sarracina; an Abenx*rrage 
to Zelinda.— The marriage ceremonies were per- 
formed in ihe royal prefence,* and as the married cou- 
ples were of the chief families of the city, two full 
months were confumed in the rejoicings. The moft 
coftly entertainments were given on the occafion ; and 
the dreffes wore, during the time, were extremely ex- 
penfive and fplendid. 

Happy had it it been for the people of Granada and 
he whole kingdom if they had always thus remained 
, at peace ! but the wheel of the fickle goddefs foot* 
turned round, and all their joy and mirth was con- 
verted into mourning as we (hall ihortly have occa- 
fion to relate. 

The king committed the management of the in- 
tended fetes to his brother Muza, who appointed two 
fquadrons for the tilt of canes, chufing himfelf one' 
poft at the head of thirty Abencerrages ; the other he 
gave to a Zegri, a gallant youth, brother to Fatima, 
who alfo in like manner appointed thirty Zegries, hit 
relations, to contend with the oppofite party in the 
fquare of the Bibartambla, where evfery 'thing was 
fuitably prepared, and when the day of the fete arrived 
it was uihered in by a bull-fight. * 

All the inhabitants of the city, and multitudes of 
{hangers, aflembled to be fpe&atorsof the games. Four 
bulls were quickly run, and the fifth was now in the 
fquare, when a Cavalier made his entry, mounted on 
a noble horfe ; he was drefled in a green livery, with 
green and gold plumes. Six attendants accompanied 

hiro, 



r 



( 179 > 

him , each habited in. the fame livery, and bearing a 
javelin in his hand, ornamented with ribbons of filver • 
tifTue. Highly was every one charmed with his ap- 
pearance, but mod of all, the beauteous Lindaraxa, 
when (he difcovered it was her beloved Gazul, who 
had recovered from the wounds he had received in the 
battle with Reduan; this latter knight was alfo re- 
covered of his wounds, but to avoid the fight of Lin- 
daraxa, and the renewal of bis anguifh, he determined 
to be abfent from the fetes, and, arming himfelf for 
combat, had fallied forth to the Vega in fearch of fome 
Chriftian with whom he might engage in battle, 

Gazul thus gallantly entered, and, feeing every eye 
turned towards him, pofted himfelf in the middle of 
the fquare and awaited the bull's approach. The fu«* 
rious animal \rho had already killed five men, and 
difabled above fifty, flew towards the horfe the mo- 
ment he perceived it, and was in the aft of milling at 
him with his horns, when Gazul gave the bull fo ter- 
rible a wound with his fpear between the (houlders, 
that in an inftant he brought him to the ground, before 
he could touch the horfe. The bull roared in a dread- 
ful manner, and with his feet in the air, lay weltering 
in his blood. The whole fquare refounded with ap- 
plaufe at the heroic deed; indeed it was impoffible 
any one could withhold their admiration at feeing fo 
-fierce an annual in a moment ftretched ltfelefc on the 
ground. 

Thus did Gazul encounter feveral more bulls one 
after the other, piercing them all in the fame manner 
with his fpear at the very inftant they made a puih at 
iiim ; and no more bulls now remaining, he refpeft* 

w a ' fully 
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fully bowed to the king and queen, and the ladies of 
the court, but in particular to the beautiful Lindaraxa, 
and fallied from the fquare, every one applauding hfe 
addrefs. Gazul's invincible fttes on this daj gave 
birth to the enfuing Ballad :— 

In the court of king Boabdil 

Was a glorious fete difplay'd, 
Zambras danc'd, and grand rejoicings, . 
* By the gallant nobles made. 

Now they hold a fplendid bull-feaft 

In the Bibarrambla fquare, 
And, the nuptial honors gracing, 

Many a youthful knight was. there* 

In the fquare, with favage fury, 

Raging a huge bull was feen, 
When a Cavalier undaunted 

On a charger enters in* 

In a green robe, hope's fair colour, 
Cap and plumage of the fame, 

Six attendants came to ferve him, 

Thus appears this knight of fame. 

Green alike were all their liveries, 

Such their noble Lord's command ; 

Each a burmlh'd javelin bearing, 
Edg'd with fiiver in his hand. 
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By his gattantry they know him, 

By his air fo fierce and bold ; 
. When all eyes are turn d upon him, 

Mighty Gazul they behold. 

Gracefully he holds his javelin, 
On the fquare his ftation takes, 

Like another Mars awaiting 

Till the bull his onfet makes. 

Now the favage bull perceives him 
And towards him furious turns, 

Like a whirlwind he advances, 

And the ground behind him fpurns. 

Bounding tow'rds the fteed he haftens, 
Bends his neck, and aims the blow ; 

But fo well Gazul attacks him, 
Here he finds no common foe. 

By the pointed javelin wounded, 

Weltering in his gore he lies ; 
All his frantic courage vanquifh'd, 

With a fearful groan he dies. 

Praifes rung from every quarter, 
All the court extoll'd the deed ; 

, " None," cry'd they, " his {kill can equal, 
" None can Gazul's ftrength exceed." 

w 3 Now 
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Now the royal bull-feaft ended, 
To the king and queen he bowl, 

And the fair and beauteous maiden. 
Who accepts the hero's vOws. 

The bull-fights thus ended, the trumpets began to 
flourifh for the play of canes, and the Cavaliers who 
were to enter the lifts, withdrew to make the neceflary 
preparations; in a fhort time the trumpets again found- 
ed, when Muza and his fquadron entered with fuch 
gallantry and addrefs, that nothing could furpafs it. 
Their liveries were white and blue, with ftraw co- 
loured banners, and icarlet and white plumes, fringed 
with filver. The device on their targets was a favage 
deftroyirig a globe with his club, a device frequently 
borne by the Abencerrages, and over the favage was 
a plume of feathers. The motto at the foot of the 
favage was the following :— , > 

This day their plumes towards the fey 
Th* Abencerrages wave on high ; . 
Becaufe their fame and generous worth 
With fortune combat low on earth* 

Thus glorioufly did Muza and his fquadron, all 
gentlemen of the firft consideration, make their entry, 
and circling round the fquare, they Ikirtnifhed toge- 
ther, and then took their flation on one fide of it. 

The Zegries next made their appearance, all dreffed 
in liveries of green and purple, bordered with yellow ; 
this fquadron was mounted on beautiful bay mares, 
and the banners of their lances were alfo green and 
purple. On their targets they bore bloody fcimitars, 
with this motto beneath them ;«— 

Alia 
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Alia forbid towards the fky 
That any plumes ihould wave on high ! 
But rather let the fteel confound, 
And dafli their glory to the ground! 

Having, in like manner, made the courfe of thefquaTa, 
the Zegries alfo took their poft, and the two fquadrons 
immediately provided themfelves with canes for the 
fports. The ldjig, feeing their devices, and reading the 
mottos beneath them, fufpe&ed the fecret rancoui that 
lurked in their bofoms, and to prevent arty fifelh tu- 
mult arifing to damp the hour of pleafure, defcended, 
with moft of the gentlemen in waiting, into the fquare 
before the fports commenced . The royal prefence 
indeed was abfolutely neqeffary, to preferve tran- 
quillity. 

Taking his ftation on one fide of the fquare, the 
king gave orders for the fports to begin, and imme- 
diately the Cavaliers dividing into four fquadrons began 
fldraiUhing to the found of trumpets, hautboys, flutes, 
and kettle-drums, after fome time the fete was con- 
cluded without any disturbance having happened, but 
had not the king been prefent on the fpot, a defperate 
affray would certainly have enfued, as the Zegries 
came armed againft the Abencerrages, who were alfp 
prepared againft their hoftile defigns. The royal pre- 
fence deterred the former from executing their defigns, 
and the king thought fit to order the fete ta be termi- 
nated earlier than ufual: thus the day paffed pleafantly, 
which from the temper of the parties was a matter of 
no little furprize. 

n 4 The 
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The celebration of this fete gate rife to the follow- 
ing Ballafd :— 

More than thirty in his fquadron, 

All Abencerrages bold, 
On the fquare of Bibarrambla, 

Muza at their head behold* 

By the king's command they fally 

To thei noble play of canes, 

All in white and blue ; their plumage 

• Yellow and bright red contains* 

And that they might know each other 
On their targets plumes they bore* 

This device th* Abencerrages, 
Often as they fanpy'd wore. 

With this motto wrote beneath thetii, 
Plumes this day towards the Iky, 

Since they cloath the birds that own them # 
Abencerrages wave on high, 

irfow a fefcond fi^uadron enters, 

Traverfing another Areet ; 
Thefe are Zegries* all in drefles 

Green and purple, moft complete. 

All on handfome bay mares mounted, 
With their trappings rich and gay ; 

Scimitars for their devices, 

Bed with blood, their fhields difplay, 

[ Round 
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Kotthd them ail was this iftfcription* 
May the angry fteel confound 

Every plume that tower* fo proudly! 
Alia dafti it to the ground 1 

Canes indeed they had provided, ' 
But the fport was growing hot, 

Till the king his power oppofing, 

Quarrels were at once forgot. 1 

r For againft th* Abencerrages 

Zegries had in concert join'd ; 
Deef>eft villainy and mifchief 

Their malignant hearts defign'd. 

The Icing and tjueen, attended by the ladies and the 
principal nobles, retired with the new married parties 
to the Alhambra, where an elegant (upper was. pro* 
tided; univerfal joy now prevailed, and the fuppet 
was fucceeded by a ball, in which the brides and 
bridegrooms danced together ; Muza and Selitna alfo 
to their mutual pleafure, aftd Gfazul with Lindar&xa. 
The dancing continued very lite at night, and the com- 
pany did not retire till the dawn of the morning. 

Galiana, enraptured in the poffeffion of het much 
Wed Sarracino, after a thoufand expreffions of the 
moft tender fentiments of regard, faid to him, " tell 
me, my deareft Lord, why, on the day of St. John, 
after running the three lances with Abenamar, at the 
ting, you fallied from the fquare, and was no more 
feen for fix long days ? . Was it becaufe you loft the 
prize, or for what other motive ? I affure you I long 

much 
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much to be acquainted with the reafon." " My be* 
loved Galiana," anfwered Sarracino, 4t it was the lofs 
of your portrait, and the fcarf your fair hands had 
worked, which made me aftiamed to appear in your 
prefeoce, and knowing Abenamar had proclaimed the 
fete purpofely to be revenged of us : of you, becaufc 
you had reje&ed his fuit ; and of me, for having 
wounded him in the rencontre on the night, you may 
remember, whilft he was ferenading you at the balcony, 
and finding fortune had favored Abenamar and de- 
ferted me in the hour I moft flood in need of her af- 
fiftance, my grief and defpair knew no bounds. I 
curfed my ill fuccefs, and denied perfidious Mahomet, 
' fwearing, by the honor of a knight, to become a Chrif* 
tian, as certainly I V 111, although I pay the forfeit with 
my life : I efteem the Christian faith better than the 
vile fed of Mahomet, and you, Galiana, if you love 
me, you will alfo forfake it. King Ferdinand, I am 
fure, will receive us kindly and (bower his favors on 
us for the honor of his faith/'— He ceafed* and liftened . 
to Galiana' s reply. 

M Your will," faid (he, u my deareft lord, is mine, 
I never will difpute it, but follow all your Heps. You 
are the knight to whom I have given my heart, and 
your pleafure {hall govern mine. I have already 
thought the Chriftian faith exceeds the Alcoran, and 
now gladly promife to' become a Chriftian whene'er it 
be your pleafure to defire it." 

" What other anfwer could I expeft," replied Sarra- 
cino, " from fuch faith and goodnefs ?" and tenderly 
preffing he^to his bofom, they patted the remainder of 
the night. 

The 
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The following morning the nobility again afleffl- 
bled, and Abenamar was united to the beautiful Fatl- 
taa, in whofe fervice he had performed fo many gal- 
lant a&ions. The Zegries endeavoured to prevent the 
match, on account of the ftridt friendship that fubfifted 
between Abenamar and the Abenceirages, but their op- 
pofition was of no avail, as the king commanded the 
nuptials to be folemnized. Every day was now bu- 
fied with new fetes and diverfions, and balls and con- 
certs ; and the court kept a fplendid round of Galas, 
mafquerades, -and rejoicings* 

We left the defponding Reduan flying in defpair 
from the prefence of Lindaraxa : departing from the 
city; he followed the banks of the Genii till he arrived 
at the wood of Rome. This wood forms a very plea- 
fant retreat, but is fo much overgrown with trees that 
even at this day, thofe who wander from the frequented 
paths, are in danger of lofing their way ; it is fituated 
a league and a half from Granada, and is about twelve 
miles in length and the fame in breadth, and abounds 
With game of all kinds. 

The moment Reduan entered the wood, he beheld 
in one of the ridings, at a diftance, a fierce battle be- 
tween four Moors and an equal number of Chriftians, 
^who attempted to force away a beautiful Moorifh lady. 
"The Chriftians being moft powerful, the lady's friends 
.were defending her under great difadvantage, while 
the lady, in anxious grief, Was a filent fpe&ator of the 
combat. Reduan fpurred his horfe to the affiftance of 
the Moors, but, notwithstanding his fpeed, two of them 
were {lain, and the remaining two, dreading the fate 
of their companions, had .fled ere he could reach the 

place 
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place where tbey had been fighting ; lookitig at the 
lovely Moor, Reduan faw torrents of tears falling like! 
pearls from hef beauteous eyes, and finding two of her 
champions had fallen, and that (he was abandoned by 
the others, he was moved with companion to refcue 
her from the hands of the Chriftians, and, without ut- 
tering a fyllable, commenced the attack ; in the firft 
rencontre Reduan gave one of the Chriftians fo deep 
a wound beneath his target that he fell from his horfe, 
then gallopping a fhort diftance, he returned like the 
wind, and unhorfed a fecond. The two remaining 
Chriftians now jointly attacked Reduan, and one of 
them gave him a rude blow with his lance, which in- 
Aided a flight wound ; the lahce of the other was 
broken in the attack; Finding bimfelf wounded, Re* 
duan again rode off, but returning quickly to the charge 
he overthrew a third of his foes. The fourth gave him 
another flight wound, but when Reduan was on the 
point of engaging him, finding his three companion* 
unhorfed and lying difabled on the ground, he did not 
dare to hazard the attack, and rode Off in full fpeed. 

The Moors who had fled, flopped to fee the iffiie of 
the battle, and perceiving with what eafe the ftranget 
had overthrown the Chriftians, returned aftoniihed to 
the place where' they had left the lady. Reduan, en- 
chanted with the beauty of her perfon, which far 
exceeded Lindaraxa's, and every other lady of Granada, 
became fo enamoured, that he entirely forgot Lirt- 
daraxa, and was wholly occupied in admiring her, and 
enquiring who fhe was,, when the Moors returned, 
and rendering him a thoufand grateful acknowledgments 
for the fervice he had done then?, exclaimed, " Cer- 
tainly, 
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tainly, Signor, the great Mahomet mud hare fent you 
to our affiftance, otherwife we had been flain by the 
Chriftians, and the lady under our care would have 
been loft; you feem, Sir knight, wounded by the 
blood we perceire, let ua haften to Granada, and in 
the way your queftions (hall be anfwered ; but firft, 
bow lhall we difpofe of thefe vanquifhed Chriftians ? " 
•* They are our fallen enemies," replied Reduan, 
•' and mercy is the conqueror's brighteft trophy ; let 
us catch their horfes, and fend them away." The 
Moors, wondering at Reduan' s generality, did as he 
bid them, and placing the Chriftians on their horfes, 
fuffered them to depart. 

Reduan and the Moors alfo mounted their horfes, 
and took the road to Granada, and whilft Reduan rode 
by the fide of the lovely Moor, equally charmed him- 
felf and delighting the maiden, one of the young 
Moors thus began : *' We were,, Sir knight, flftir bro- 
thers, and one fifter whom you now fee ; two to our 
fad misfortune hare fallen by the hands of the Chriftians, 
and indeed it is a wonder that any of us remain. Our 
poor brothers are as yet unburied, but I truft in Alia 
we may find fome nifties, who will affift us to pay them 
the laft fad tribute of refpeft. Our father, Zayde 
Hamet, is Alcayde of the fortrefs of Ronda ; hearing 
of the fplendid fetes and rejoicings in Granada, we re* 
quefted his permiffion to be prefent. Would to heaven 
he had never granted it ! It has coft our brothers their 
lives, and ourfelves the difgrace of having fled, leav- 
ing our fifter Haxa in diftrefs, which, but for your 
friendly arm, would have involved us in deeper mifery . 
This, Sir knight, is our true and woeful hiftory, and 

now 
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now that we . have informed you who we are, may 
we entreat to know to whom we are fo greatly in- 
debted." . - 

" I am happy/' replied Reduan, " in the advantage 
of your acquaintance. Your father is well known to 
me as was alfo your grandfather Alinadan, whom 
Don Pedro de Sotomayor flew in battle. It grieves me 
not to have arrived fooner, as then your brothers might 
have ftill been living ,; while the good fortune of 
having rendered you afliftance in the time of need is 
highly grateful to me, and I {hall be ready at all times 
to devote myfelf to your fervice, and as you defire it, 
know then, gentlemen, my name is Reduan, that I 
am a native of Granada, where I refide, and fliall be 
highly favored if you will take up your abode with 
me, confideiing my refidence as your own/' 

** Many acknowledgments, kind Signor Reduan, for 
this your friendly offer, but we have kindred in Gra- 
nada, with whom we mean to refide during our ftay* 
and we are the more obliged to decline your hofpitality 
as our recent misfortunes will occafion us to return 
fooner than we intended." 

At this moment feveral woodmen approached, and 
the young men exclaimed, they came in a happy time 
to affift in burying their brethren, and offered to re- 
ward them well for their trouble. Reduan repeated the; 
affurance of reward, and entreated them, for the love 
of Alia, to lend their aid. The woodmen readily made 
anfwer they would give their affi fiance free of all 
gratuity. The brothers now requefted Reduan would 
remain with their filler, as they were confident fhe 
would then be fafe, and after they had paid the laft 

duty 
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duty to their brothers, th6y would endeavour to catcb 
tbeir horfes, that the Chriftitfns might not feke them, 
and again return to him. " I would accompany you 
willingly," replied Reduan, M but, as it is your defire 
I Ihould remain with your fifter, I am content. 9 * 

The Moors and the woodmen now departed together, 
whilft Reduan, ardent in his tove for the beautiful 
maiden, gladly embraced the favourable opportunity 
which presented itfelf to declare his tender paffion. 
" I know not," faid he, " whether my good or evil 
Apr hath led me hither; at the fame inftant life and 
death, and heaven and earth prefent themfelves to my 
view, while the roaring tempeft fucceeded by the gen* 
tie calm, and meek-eyed peace and cruel war alter* 
nately agitate and tranquillize my fpirit; but what ftill 
more than all torments me, is the perplexing fufpenfe 
how this, ftrange adventure* which fortune has thrown 
in my way, will terminate. I daubt, lovely Haxa, 
whether my foul belongs to myfelf or to you. Like 
a wanderer in the defart I know not where to direft my 
fleps, unlefi you will kindly be my guide. Dreading 
to unfold the pain, which to conceal is death, I con- 
fume with felf-devouring flames, and yet am colder 
than the frozen Alps. Doubtful whether tp hide or 
declare the tender paffion of my bofom, I fix my 
anxious hope on you alone, as able to raife to life a 
devoted vi&im who is on the point. of expiring, for it 
is you only who poffefs the art to cure my wounded 
heart ; you are the fpirit of myfelf. That hour, when 
firfl I beheld your pearly tears, I had to contend with 
five adverfaries; the four Chriftians I readily overcome, 
but, alas! only to be vanquiibed, and to fall a willing 

captive 
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captive to your charms. I delivered you from thrat* 
dom, and ia return you have made me your prifoner* 
What magic (pell hath given your arms fuccefs? But 
why do I enquire? — You are the Goddefs Beauty's felf, 
armed with every virtue, with every grace and gentle* 
nefs, and modefty. Thefe are the arms you wield, 
arms which no power can withftand, and to which all 
nature gladly yields a willing facrifice. Reduan is 
your Have, you are his conqueror, and the only boon 
he afks is to abhor not him who adores you ? Pefpife 
not him who loves you, be not unkind to his true and 
faithful bofom ; but let your chafte and tender heart 
vibrate in unifon with his wifhes. As it is for life he 
afks you,— oh! let your anfwer make him moft bleft 
and happy ?" 

- Reduan flopped, and thus the fair one anfwered :-— 
*' Noble and valiant knight, though young and inex- 
perienced in the ways of love^ being yet fcarce four- 
teen, and hitherto fecluded from the world, I confefs 
myfelf fufceptible of the tender flame, and unwilling 
to reject your fuit, indeed I have been told there are 
thole who flatter with their tongues, and try a thoufand 
feeret wiles to win the inexperienced female's heart, 
and then betray the credulous and unhappy woman ; 
hut it would be ingratitude indeed to believe you capa- 
ble of fuch falfehood, land as my brothers are returning 
I muft briefly anfwer, if you love me I am your's, 
and will ever efteem you with tender regard/ and think 
no other upon earth can equal you, and if you obtain 
permifiion from my father and my brothers for our 
marriage, my cohfent {hall gladly follow ; and when, 
*n Hymen's bond we ihall.be united, fooner (hall the 
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frigid north lofe its killing power, and animate all 
nature with radiant warmth > or the parent fun fhall 
change- his genial heat to icy coldnefs, than my 
plighted faith fhall fail. Be conftant then, as you will 
e'er find* me, and as we have confefled our, mutual 
love, treat with my brothers for our union; they never 
can fo ill repay their obligation as to refufe your 
wifhes, efpecially when an alliance with a perfon of 
your noble birth muft do honor to their family. You 
have indeed a right to claim me as your own, for you 
delivered me from fad captivity. How great the value 
of the exchange ! I loft my brothers, and yet felicity 
unhoped fucceeds. But as a token that I am wholly 
your* s, and that you may rely upon m'y word, accept 
this ring, which from the finger leading tp my heart I 
draw, and now prefent, that you may place it on your 
own," 

She now drew a' gold ring from her finger, fet with 
a brilliant emerald, and Reduan. giving it a tboufand 
kiffes put. it on his own ; he would have replied, but 
Haxa's brothers had now returned, overwhelmed with 
grief for their flain brethren, whom they had juft in* 
terred, and whofe horfes they were now leading, Haxa, 
wept aifo, while Reduan endeavoured, by the foftefl; 
fpeeches, to confole her, apd th us they reached the city 
about night-fall, when they feparated, fceduan to re* 
turn to his home, and Ha*a and her brother? to go 
to the hpufe of their relative of the Almadan family, 
who dwelt in the ftreet of Elvira ; the parting lover* 
fcarce could take their eyes from pff each other, feeling 
at' that momenta* if theT fplrits had exchanged, and 
Redua&'s was with Haxa, and {Java's with Reduan, 
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The lady and the young Moors were kindly received 
by their uncle, who was greatly grieved for the lo& 
of his other nephews. 

The Englifh tranflator will make no further, apology 
for introducing this and the next ballad, on the late 
fubjed : 

Now the joyful mufic founding, 
.Shouts of pleafure fill the air ; 

Fair Granada's choiceft nobles 
For a glorious fete prepare* . 

Each before his lovely miftrefs 
Longs to fhine above the reft: 

Reduan alone is thoughtful,. " 

Tortures rend the hero's breaft* , 

" Cruel, cruel Lindaraxa, 

" Still you treat me with difdain! 

" Can I fee my rival favorM, 

€f Whilft I burn with amorous pain !* 

Thus he mufes, till fierce anger 

Kindling into deeper rage. 
Drives him furious to the Vega 

With fome Chriftian to engage. 

Far behind he leaves the cttf, 

Down the OeniTs bank defcehds, 

Calling oft his eye around him, 

To w'rds the wood of Rome he bends. 
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Now the pleafant wood he enters, 

And a diftant combat fpies, 
Four young Moors and four ftout Chriftian* 

.Fighting for a lovely prize. 

Faft he fpurs his fteed towards them, 
T.wo he fees the Chriftians flay, 

Two their beauteous charge forfaking 
Leave her to the vi&ors prey, 

Generous pity wounds his bofom 

When he fees the fair one's grief, 

Sees the pearly tears dsfcending 

Tears that claim his kind relief. 

Soon he turns upon the Chriftians, 

With his lance, the firft overthrows, 

Wheeling round difmounts a fecond, 
And a world of prowefk Ihews. 

To the charge again returning, x 

He the other two affails, 
Who eombin'd at once attack him, 

But o'er one his arm prevails. 

So beneath the reaper's fickle 

Falls the ridge of ftanding corn ; - 

So beneath the furious terapeft, 
Are the waving branches torsu 
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Wond'ring at his matchlefs valor, ' 

Both the Moorifh youths dra* nigh, 

Whilft the Cbriftian ftruck with terror, N 
Dares no more the cotabat try. 

From his powerful fteed alighting, 
Reduart now approach'd the fair, 

And her beauteous form enchanting 
In an inftant roots him there. . 

For once favor'd Lindaraxa 

Now no more his bofom bleeds ; 

Both the youthful Moors addrefs him, 
Thank him for his noble deeds* 

" Gallant knight, fo great a battle 

" Never yet did hero win; 
" You have freed our much loved fifter, 

,g Who had elfe a captive been. 

" Ronda's good Alcayde's children, ' 
" Two, alas! lie yonder dead, 

" Two forfook this maid their fifter, 
" And o'ercome with terror fled. 

" Had we ftaid we two had fallen, 

" Fall'n like thofe the Chriftians flew," 

JJow, in lucky hour arriving, 

Near them fome ftout ruftics drew. 

"Whilft 
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«• Whilft, Sir knight, thefe ruftics aid v$ $ 
" With our fifter Haxa ftay, 

y And to our unhappy brothers, 
•'- We'll the laft fad duties pay.** 

Left alone with one fo lovely 
Reduan bleft the happy hour, 

And thus breathes his amorous paffion, 
For he felt its tender pow'r. 

*' To this fpot did fortune bring me 
€t For extremes of lofs or gain? 

4t Am I doom'd, fweet maid, to fufFer 
" Thrilling joy, or throbbing pain? 

t€ Heav*n and earth I fee before me, 

" Calm and terapeft, war and peace, 

(< Life and death, and hope and mifery, 
" How will this ftrange tumult oeafe! 

" Death it is to hide my paffion, 
4€ Hard my feelings to unfold ; 

99 Tho* I burn, at one fame moment, 
" Like the frozen Alps I'm cold* 

€t Four ftout Chriftians hav^ I vanquilh'd* 
" Skill'd in battle's rude alarms, 

€t VanquMh'd but to fall a captive 
" To your own ceieftial charms. 



" V& ytwr flpve, and you my mi&c&t 
" That Jball aU my a&ioos prove ; 

f( Humbly for my bride I aSk you, • „ 
" All I feek your valued love," 

Thus the hero fpoke, fair Haxa 

Blufliing anfwers his requeft, 
lc Valiant knight, of love unconfciouSj 

#f Never yet it touch'd my breaft. 

f f Fwm the bufy itfarld {egnefarM, _ 

. " New to me is every fcene ; 
** Immature as yet my judgment, 

" Scarce my years hay* rjea/^*d fourteen. 

* * ftut I've heard that fond feducers 
€t Oft our fex's weaknefs prey, 

u And jwr ith flattering fpeech beguiling, 
" Oft the haplefc maid betray. 

" Arts like thefe you cannot fofter; 

?* If you love me I'm your bfide, 
u And my friends confent once granted^ 

M Nought ihall c^r true faith divide. 

** 3ee whf re comes my weeping brothers, 
49 Brief the anfwer I muft make ; 

?* Take this pledge of my affe&ion, 
M Wev it for jom Haxa's fajke." 

Saying 
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~ Saying this a ring flie gave hiqa, 
He o'erjay'd the gift receives ; 
Loft in extacy furveys it, 

And a thoufarid kifles gives. 

The nett Aaornirig Reduan drefled bimfelf moft 
gaily, and went early to the royal palace to kits hi* 
majefty's hand, who had juft rifen, and was going to 
the principgj mpfque, to attend at the prayers offered up 
for a Moor of his fed, called Cidemahqjo. When the 
king faw Ueduan fo gallantly equipped in fc tunic of greeu 
filk, and green plumes, he was greatly rejoiced, as' 
he had not feen him at court for fome time ; and made 
many kind enquiries where he had been, and bow he 
had feted in the battle with Gazul. " Your majefty 
may be allured," replied Reduan, " that Gazul is a 
brave ^nd noble gentlemen, Muza has made us friends, 
and I $m fare we {hall continue fo." 

The king, attended by ipany of the gentlemen, the 
m#jor p^rt of whom were Zegries and Gomeles, now 
reached the ipofque ; prayers and other ceremonies of 
th# Alppran were peiforxqed with great magnificence'; 
a#d when they were over the kwg returned to the 
Albania. The queen, attended by her chief ladie* , 
aif4fted.the king's return in the great fa toon, agreeable 
to the xpyal order, that whenever he went abroad, her 
wjpfly (hquld meet him there on his return ; as the 
l^ing was young, he took great delight in the prefenge 
of the ladies, apd in particular in the company of Se- 
lima, whom he tenderly loved, and on whofe accpujit 
he was not a little afraid of Muza, as we fli^ll 
hereafter have occafion to notice. Entering the palace, 
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with the gentl when of his train, Reduan*! drefs im* 
mediately.atlfrafted the notice of the ladies ; they were 
furprized at his change of livery, and Lindaraxa being ' 
among the obfefvers, and pferceiving he took not the 
leaft notice of her, could not forbear exclaiming to 
kerfeJf, M Certainly, Reduan ditfembles charmingly, 
I truft he wiflies not to give arty further offence to mf 
Gazut." €t I fee/* faid the queen, at the fame moment, 
to Lindarafca, «• that Reduan ftill hopes to win your fa* 
▼or :" " but," replied Lindaraxa, " he is farther from his * 
chance than Over." •• Really," returned the queen ; " he 
is a gtentleman of a noble mien , and any lady n)ay think 
herfelf happy in his dddreffes." f * I acknowledge," 
replied Lindaraxa, •• his merit is great, and had I not 
placed my affe&ions on Gazul, I might have chofen 
him." The conversation here ceafedj as they were 
cot willing to be overheard by the other ladies. 

The king was all the while engaged in converfation 
With Reduan ; " Do you remembei-," faid his majeily, 
•' the promife you made me of winning Jaen in one 
night? If you accompli(h it, your pay of captain 
<hall be doubled t but if you fail you (hall thenceforth, 
ferve me on the frontiers, far from the prefence of the. 
•fair lady you adore. Be ready, therefore, for the enter- 
prize, I mean to go in perfon to its conqueft, for it 
foreiy grieves me to fee the Chriftians of Jaen fcour the 
1 Vega, and daily do us fo much difcredit and harm : fo 
often have they (ought me that I am refolved now to 
feek them* and by their overthrow put a total end to 
their career/' To which Reduan replied, •* If at any 
time I pledged my word to win Jaen in one night, I 
now confirm it 5 let your majefty ' only grant me a 
theufand foldiers, whom I (hall feleft for the enter* 
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• f&te* " You (hall have five tboufand," replied the 
king, cf and although I mean to be prefent in the field, 
yet the command (hall be your's." ' " Your majefty," 
Returned Red u an, *• fliowers fre(h honors on me ; di* 
ie€t me as it is your pleafure, feleft the troops, and I 
am ready for the expedition/' "Such was the gallant 
anfwer," faid the king, " I expetted from Reduan ; 
be affured your fervices ihall meet a due reward* The 
Cavaliers who (hall attend you* are the Abencerrages, 
' Zegries, Gomeles, Mazas, Vanegas, and Maliques 
Alabeces, whofe courage you are well acquainted 
with, and as I (hall -be prefent myfelf, no nobleman of 
valour will be abfent." 

An attendant now entered the faloon, and announced 
to his majefty that a ftrange lady, and two young 
Moors, defired to be admitted to the honor of kiffing 
his. royal hand ;* the king ordered them to be introdu- 
ced, when two Cavaliers, of noble mien, dreffed in 
deep mourning, immediately made their entrance, and 
with them a lady alfo in the deepeft fable, whofe face 
was fo concealed by a hood that her eyes were only vifi- 
.ble, but they plainly indicated the great perfe&ion of her 
.beauty* The king, furprized at the mournful appearance 
they made, enquired the occafion of their grief, when one 
of the Moors making a duteous reverence to the king, 
and paying his refpe&s to all the company in the fa- 
loon, thus replied, " We. were chiefly Ifed to vifit 
Granada by the defire to have the honor of kifling your 
inajefty's hand. We are the grand-children of Alma* 
dan, the late Alcayde of Ronda, and the prefent 
Governor is our parent. Hearing of the fetes in Gra- 
nada, in honor of your royal nuptials* we entreated 

our 
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our fathers permiffion to attend them. Fprtuiie, hew* 
ever frowoed on our expedition, and dcfired bappioefs ; 
for early in the morn of yefterday, in a thick foreft, 
called the wood of Rome, four Chriftian Cavaliers 
fiiddenly attacked us, and though we exerted ourfelves 
to the utmoft in defence of this lady, our filter, the 
' Christians foon flew two of our brethren, and put us, 
the furvivors, to flight, and we had all been loft, had 
it not been for the valour of that gentleman, ^pointing 
to Reduan) who ftands near your mdjefty ; bis Angle 
arm overthrew three of the Christians* and obliged the 
fourth to fly ; when we approached to return him. our 
thanks, he had difmounted from his horfe, and waa 
confoling our affii&ed ftfter. Notwithstanding he bad 
been wounded, he was fuperior to revenge, and fuffered 
the Christians quietly to depart, without even defpoiKng 
them of "their horfes, or their arms, an inftauce of 
unexampled magnanimity. If all the nobles of your 
royal court are poffeffed of Reduan's courage, your 
roajefty may conquer the world, as with three Strokes 
of his lance he overthrew as many Chriftians* After 
we have heea permitted to kifs your majesty's hand, 
we fhall beg leave to depart, that we may recount our 
fad adventure to our parents." 

The Cavaliers appeared Sorely afflifled, and the lady 
was in the deepeft grief, while the king marvelling at 
fo flrange a tragedy, and the chance which brought 
Reduan to their affiftance, exclaimed, " The efteem I 
bad for you before was very great, but this heroic 
deed bas highly encreaSed it; from henceforth, Reduan, 
you are Alcayde of the fbrtrefs and caftie of Tijola^ 
near Purchena." Every voice was now raifed to load 
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Reduan with praifes, Undaraxa alone wasfiieirt, al« 
moft repeating her former difdain. 

•' As it is your pleafure," faid the king, ta the young 
Moors, •• to depart fo foon, go when it is moft fuitaUp 
to yourfelves, but the queen unites in pur defire to fep 
your fitter's countenance, before flie leaves the court, 
and flie will oblige us by taking off her hood, that we 
jn%y £nj,oy the fight .of the extraordinary beauty, her 
eyes befpeak." The brothers .repeating his in^jefty'^ 
jequeft, Haxa immediately complied, and difcoyered a 
countenance more lovely than Diana's : foe appeared 
to all in the faloon like .the beams of th,e morning fun 
darting their rays around, and like the fun too no eye 
could bear to look on her without being dazzled. The 
gentlemen .were all expiring with love, and the ladies 
with envj. Every gentleman preffed to offer his fer- 
ticesi anxious to enjoy the fair ftj anger's favor; thp 
queen alfo, greatly charmed, defired the king's leave 
to make hpr an attendant. " Then," cried the fcjng 
merrily, '"* more than half a dozen .of your ladies 
will quarrel with their new companion/' Haxa made 
Jier obedience to his m^jefty, and bending on her knee* 
1o the queen, folicited the hoaor to ,kifs her majefty'$ 
)iand, when the queen, railing her frpra the ground, 
embraced her, and placed her by her fide. The Jadies 
themfelv^s could not help praifing Haxa's beauty, for 
notwithftanding P^ra^a, Sarracina, Galiana, Fatini*, 
Selim«i, £oJi?tida, and many other celebrated beantiep 
of the court vere prefent, none of them equalled 
Haxa; (he appeared like a planet of thp firft magnitude, 
furrounded by the leffer ftars. Reduan's eyes wejrp 
attentively fixed on her, fearing (he might break her 
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plighted faith, and the lovely Moor, from time to time, 
fent a ftolen glance of kindnefs towards Reduan, for 
if armed with lance and (hield he was defigned to cap- 
tivate^ how much more gallant did his courtly drefs 
become him ? Not one of the Cavaliers appeared his 
equal ; in the Vega, Reduan was a Mars ; at the palace, 
an Adonis. 

The kipg, addreffing himfelf to Reduan, faid, " I 
fhould have been delighted to have feen your battle 
with Gazul ; you are both knights of fuch approved 
' and well-known valour." " That I can teftify," re- 
plied Muza, •• for being unable to prevail on them to 
forbear the fight, I remained afpe&ator of the conteft; 
lion and ounce ne'er waged fo fierce a combat, till at 
length fearing they muft both have periihed, as no ad- 
vantage was gained on either fide, I threw myfelf 
between them, and thus ending the fight, they both 
remained vi&orious." 

-" And what Was the occafion of the challenge?" 
faid the king. " This is a long ftory," anfwered Muza, 
" we muft not revive an old grievance ; the motive 
however is in the faloon.". " I comprehend," faid 
the king, " Gazul and Reduan I am confident will not 
differ on the fame fubjeft again." " I apprehend 
not," cried Reduan, " for I have entirely forgot the 
occafion of my enmity; there was a time indeed when 
1 ihould have confidered a thoufand lives well devoted 
to the lady's fervice, though now I fhould decline to 
rHk a fingle life. So largely do we fometimes err in 
the obje&s on which we place our greateft happinefs!" 
" There muft be fomething novel in the bufinefs," 
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replied the king, " which the parties are not incline^. . 
to difciofe ; at leaft I divine fo." . 

During this converfation, Haxa's brothers had taken 
their feats clofe to Mahandin Hamet, a principal no* 
blemaaof the Zegri family, who was exceeding rich* m 
and fo ftruck with Haxa's beauty, that he' could not 
refrain to gaze on her; unable to reprefs the influence 
of his paffion, Mahandin IJamet at length broke filence, 
and thus addreffed the brothers : " Do you know, 
gentlemen, who I am ?" " No, Signor," they replied, 
" we are Grangers at the court, and have not the honor 
of knowing you, but as you are in the royal prefence . 
we infer you are of noble rank." " You are right, 
gentlemen, I am of the Zegri lineage, defcended from 
the kings of Cordova ; in this city my family is held 
in, the firft degree of eftjmation ; if you think proper 
to accept my alliance, I fliall be happy to become 
youjr brotherrin-law : by the honor of a Moorifh no- 
bleman, I might marry the firft la4y in Granada, but 
till the moment I faw your filler, I was never induced 
to alter my condition, 

Mahandin Hamet ceafed, and in much anxiety 
awaited the reply of the brothers, who having confer- 
red together, and recolle&iog the valour of the Zegries, 
and confiding their parents would approve of the pro- 
pofaj, at length gave their confent ; the Zegri over- 
joyed arofe, and bending on his knee, immediately, 
addreffed his majefty. " Powerful and mighty king, 
let me befeech you to grant the celebration of a netr 
marriage, and let there be fetes, the expence of which 
I will defray : fmitten with love for the beautiful 
Haxa, I have aiked hex brother's confent, and hearing 

who 
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4< Her brave brothers know my wHhes, 
* c And my lineage too they know, 

" Full of fplendour, fbll of riches, 
" All that Alia can beftow." 

With furprize the king beholds him ! 

Wondering at this new defign, 
" If her friends confent attends you, 

" Noble Zcgri, fo does mine/ 9 

Burning with impetuous cooler, 
Reduan heard the bold requeft, 

Like a dormant lion routing, 

Thus the monarch he addrefs'd, [ 

%t I forbid this hafty union, 

t€ Sire, the lovely maid is mine, 

4§ I have woo*d her, I have won her, . 
" Shall I then, my claim refigo? 

49 A bright pledge has pafs'd between us» 

<c Lo! the ring that Haxa gave ; 
* f With it too her heart bellowing, 
* •* I am proud to be her Have/* * 

Furious rofe the haughty Zegri, 

Furious drew his fhinrng blade* - 

Eeduan full as fierce towards him, 
Not lefs fwift advances made. 
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With a fhout the Monarch rifes, 

Who (hall dare his wrath incur ? 

u I will end this hafty tumult, 

" fain of death, let no one ftU!" 

By the hand the fair one leading, 

To the midft of the faloon, 
f Tween the two contending nobles, t 

Bids her choofe a guardian foon. 

€€ And your heart's own dictates following, 
" None (hall dare prevent the choice, 

" See the knights, with trembling anguifh, 
*' Wait your fweet affenting voice/* 

Blulhing round her bright eyes throwing, 
A faint {igh the maiden heav'd, 

Driv'n to fpedk her thoughts fo rudely, 
Much her raodeft bofom griev'd* 

Her. two brothers recent pleafure, 
In the fcale at firft (he weigh'd, 

But fond love the balance turning, 
Soon her generous bofom fway'd. 

To her dear Reduan approaching* 

••. If I'm doom'd to chufe," fce cry'd, 

€t He has woo'd me, he has won me, 
M I will be the hero's bride*" 

The Zegri, abaflied at being rejected, and overcome 
with vexation, inftantly rofe and left the palace, vow* 
ing Reduan s deftru&ion. The nuptials were celebrated 
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on the fame day, and on the following there was a 
ball and other fetes ; during the rejoicings, an account 
arrived, that a confiderable body of Chriftians had 
entered the Vega, fpreading alarm on all fides, and 
requeuing immediate aid to oppofe them. 

Muza, as captain general of the forces, immediately 
took the field at the head of a thoufand hqrfe, and 
two thoufand foot; coming up with the Chriftian 
fquadron a very bloody battle enfued, in which there 
was great daughter on both fides, hut the Moors, be- 
ing greatly fuperior in numbers, in the end prevailed 
over the Chriftians, taking two ftandards and a great 
many prifoners. This vi&ory however coft the Moors 
dear, for above fix hundred of them were left dead 
on the field of battle. The Abencerrages and Ala- 
beces on this day diftinguiftied themfelves raoft gal- 
lantly, performing many prodigies of valour, and 
to which the viftory was chiefly owing. Muza re- 
turned to Granada with an account of his fuccefs, at 
which his majefty was greatly rejoiced : Reduan alfo 
fignalized Uimfelf in the engagement, and was moft 
affe&ionateiy received by the king. Eight days more 
were now ordered for publifc rejoicings, In honor of 
the vi&ory which had been gained, and of Reduan' s 
marriage ; when the fetes were ended, the king pro- 
pofed to enter the Chriftian territories, and in parti- 
cular to attack Jaen, which fo greatly annoyed his 
fubje&s, and for this purpofe he gave Ae command of 
the troops. to Reduan, making him captain general on 
the occafion, and when the time arrived for their de- 
parture, he fet out from the city. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XIII. 

Inroad of the Moors to Jben—The combination of the 
Zigrm against the Abtncefrages and tkt Quetn of 
Granada, 



HE day of the termination of the fttes the king 
invited all the nobility to dinner, and taking an 
opportunity -to rife from the table, he thus addreffed 
them: " You well know, my friends and loyal vaflals, 
liow inertly we have paft our time of late in feftivals 
and dancing. Fierce Mars, the god of battle, whom 
you have ever been accuftomed to obey, now calls to 
arms. As Mahomet has given us days of joy, we are 
bound in gratitude to wage a vengeful war againfl: the 
Chriftians, who come to feek us at our very walls ; 
exhorting you to new glories, I muft fecal your at* 
Mention to what has paffed with Reduan, and the .pro- 
mife he made of winning Jaen in one Bagjat, which 
he has lately repeated, requiring only a thou&od foj- 
diers for the expedition. It is my pleafure tbfrt he 
fliall command an army of five thoufand men, and that 
nothing may be wanting to fecure our fuccefa, Muza, 
I give you the charge of raifing this army, and lap-* 
point Reduan the general. We Iball foon be under 
ihe walls of Jaen ; and if we take it, Ubeda, Baetfa, 
and. the neighbouring towiw will fpeedily be ours, 

v % now 
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notv my friends and nobles, I fliall be glad to hear 
your fentiments dn what I have propofed. Reduan, 
as foon as the king ceafed to fpeak, was the firft to 
rife, and again repeat his readinefs to undertake the 
enterprize : Muza as quickly followed, and allured his 
majefty that in three days the army fhould be ready 
to begin its march ; all the gentlemen, who were pre- 
sent, pledged their words to affift in the enterprize with 
their lives and fortunes; and his majefty returned 
thanks to the court for their loyalty and attachment, 

Haxa's brothers now took their leave, and departed 
for Ronda, where, on their arrival, they were affec- 
tionately received. The joy of the parents on hearing 
of the marriage of their daughter with Reduan, was 
, greatly reftraincd, by their grief for the lpfs of their 
fons; while their forrow was fomewhat allayed by 
the pleafure of having fo gallant a knight for their fon 
in law. 

The king had about this time appointed Zulema 
Abencerrage, Alcayde of the fortrefs of Moclin, and 
he took his departure for his government, with his 
beloved Daraxa in his company. Galiana's father alfo 
returned to Almeria, and many other Cavaliers, by the 
king's command, returned to their Alcaydefliips. 
Muza in the mean time had raifed the five thousand 
men, all chofen foldiers of the higheft valour; and 
on the fourth day they were affembled in the Vega, 
, when the king ordered a general mufter, and upon the 
infpe&ion of the troops, bellowed the higheft praife* oh 
Muza, for railing fo martial an army at fo Ihort a 
notice ; naming Reduan the Captain General on the 
field, the troops fallied through the gate of Elvira, the 

next 
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next morning, equipped in the complete!! maimer. The ' 
horfe confifted of four bodies, each bearing a dif- 
ferent ftandard. 

Maza had the command of the firft fquadron : his 
company confifted of one hundred and fifty Abencer- 
rages, the fame number of Alabeces, and Vanegas, all 
gentlemen of approved valour : their ftandard was red. 
and white damafk, having in the red field the device 
of a favage tearing afunder the jaws of a lion, and on 
the white field a favage deftroying a globe (emblematic 
of the univerfe) with the motto, " All is little." 
This fquadron was fuperbly equipped with arms and 
horfes, and the men were cloathed in fcarlet regimen- 
tals, 'with gold and filver fpurs. 

The fecond fquadron confifted of Zegries, Gomelcs, 
and Mazas, equally richly caparifoned and powerful as 
Muza's fquadron, which led the van. Their ftandard 
was green and purple damafk, and the device they bore 
was a filver half-moon, with this motto, " It will be 
foonfull, and the fun will not be able to eclipfe it." 
Their number was two hundred and fifty ftrong, and 
the regimentals they wore were of green and purple 
cloth of Tunis, and filver fpurs. 

The third fquadron was compofed of Aldoradines, 
Gazules, and Azarques, and the ftandard they carried 
was deep red and yellow ; having for their device a 
dragon tearing a golden crown with its fangs, with 
the motto, " It will meet no refiftance." Thefe 
troops were in like manner nobly accoutred, their num- 
ber was one hundred and forty. 

The fourth fquadron was formed of Almoradies, 
Marines, and Almohadies, Cavaliers of the higheft 

* 3 renown, 



1 



( 214 ) 

renown, bearing the royal ftandard of Granada, ftratr 
coloured and red, damafk, embroidered with gold, and 
richly fet with pomegranate flowers of the fineft rubies, 
From the center of one of the flowers a ribbon was 
feen waving with, this infcription, " I was born to a 
crown." In this fquadron came tht king himfelf, at- 
tended by his nobles. It was a grand fight to behold 
the rich pendants waving in the air, the dazzling glitter 
of the bigh-polifhed lances; the vary-coloured plumes, 
the targets, the . hjgh-mettled horfes, and their rich 
caparifonments. The infantry was not lefs fuperbly 
cloathed than the horfe, they were all well armed with 
bows and crofs-bows. The troops took the road to Jaen, 
and the king's mother, the queen, and the ladies of the , 
court, were in the towers of the Alhambra to view 
them on their departure. 

On this fally to Jaen the ancient ballad was made* 
which follows :— 

€t Reduan, you well remember, 
" By the honor of a knight, 
, " That you fwore to give me Jaen, 

" Conquered in the ftormy fight 

" In one night you fwore to win it, 
" And you fhall have double pay, 

" Reduan, if you perform it, 
" Elfe be banifh'd far away ; 

" Far away from this fair city, 

" And your lady ftill more fair/* 

Thus the gallant hero anfwer'd, 
With a brow defpifing care :— - 

"If 
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* If I faid it, I'll perform it, 

" This I can*t to memory bring ; , 

" Give me bqt a thoufand foldiers," 

" Five I grant you," cry'd the king. 

Through the Elvira gate now fally 
Horfe aud foot, a grand parade ; 

What a world of Moorifli gentry, 
What a glorious cavalcade ! 

White their fhields and bright their -lances, 

Wearing each a filken veft, 
AU in gloffy handfome liveries, 

And gay plumes, and buikins drefs'd: 

With gold fpurs, and filver ftirrups, 

Warriors all expert and bold. 
Knights more brave, nor troops fo gallant, 

Never did the fun behold. 

In the midft comes king Boabdil, 

Looking at the ladies fair, 
In the turrets of the Alhambra; 

His fond mother too was there. 

Hark, fee cries, " May Alia guard thee, 

•• And a fafe return accord, 
u Give thee peace too with thy uncle, 

" Guafli* #nd Baza's Load ! 

p 4 This 
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This fally w*S not lb fecretly conduced, but tba 
inhabitants of Jaen had received intimation of it by 
the fpies they kept in Granada ; or, as others report, 
from fome Chriftian captives, who made their efcape 
from the city ; while others write, and perhaps with a 
greater degree of probability, that the Abencerrages 
and Alabeces, who were friends to the Chriftians, had 
fent them Cecret information of the expedition that was 
preparing. From whatever fource, however, the citi- 
zens of Jaen drew their information, they were cer- 
tainly apprized of the fally, and had fent couriers to 
Baeza, Ubeda, Caforla, Quefada, and all the neigh- 
bouring towns, to require their affiftance, and who, on 
being funimoned, immediately affembled to oppofe the 
invading enemy, and took their poft at the gate of 
Arenas, with a confiderable body of troops to defend 
the pafs. The Moors, however, with great impetuo* 
fity, bppofed them, fcourirtg the field of Arenas, and 
burfting through the pafs, the territory of Guardia and 
Pagalajara, as far as Jodar and Belmar, was now laid 
open to their inturfion. The troops of Jaen, in ftrength 
about four hundred, had alfo fallied out to oppofe the 
Moors on the firft news of their march from Granada, 
and they were joined by an equal number from Ubeda 
and Baeza, forming together a formidable fquadron, 
commanded by their bifhop, Don Gonzalo, a baron of 
great valour. 

The armies met on the banks of the Riofrio^ when 
& very fierce battle enfued ; the Chriftians drove the 
2d. oors back to the gate of Arenas, where the chain 
breaking that f up ported the gate, the Moors would have 
been routed, had not the Abencerrages and Alabeces 

fought 
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lhught like lions, and covered the retrfeat of the army. 
The Chriftians gained the honor of the day, and were 
left viftors of the plain, but in their retreat carried off 
a cbnfiderable fpoil of cattle, oxen, as well as goats, 
and fome few captives, fo that the advantage gained 
on either fide was of little importance. The king.was 
chagrined at the oppofition his forces had met with, 
and enquiring how it happened that the citizens of Jaen 
were fo well prepared to refill his attack, was anfwered, 
they hadfeveral days before been made acquainted with 
his intention, and that the whole country was up in 
arms ; this fufficiently excufed Reduan for not per- 
forming his promife: indeed he well knew that Jaen 
was not fo eafy to be won, but being of a brave and 
martial difpoiition, he had determined to inveft the 
city, and which he was only prevented from doing, by 
the powerful refiftance he had met with at the onfet. 
The king and . the army returned to Granada, where 
they were received with the loudeft acclamations of 
joy for the fuccefs of the excurfion ; the troops of Jaen 
alfo returned in triumph to their city, after the Slaugh- 
ter of a great number of the Moors. 

The king, greatly fatigued with his expedition, re- 
tired to a palace, called the Alijares, to recruit his 
fpirits, attended only by the Zegries and Gomeles, not 
one Abcncerrage or Gazul being in his fuite, the major 
part of them having accompanied Muza, on a fre(h 
alarm of the incuriion of fome Chriftians, who had 
newly entered the Vega. The king being one day 
diverting himfelf in his retirement at the pa- 
lace, the difcourfe, after dinner, turned on the battle 
of Jaen, and the fpoils which the Abencerrages and 
the Alabeces had taken from the enemy, when a 

Zegri, 
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Zegri, to whom the charge of opening the treafonr. 
againft the queen and the Abenoerrages was commit- 
ted, replied, " If they are brave, the Cavaliers of 
Jaen are ftill braver, for they retook a great part of the 
fpoils, and by dint of arms compelled us to retire.'*. 
Nor indeed was this void of truth as they had behaved 
fo nobly that they acquired immortal glory ; in me* 
anory whereof we (hall quote the following ballad:— 

Jaen's all in deep confufion, 

Hark, the brazen trumpets found! 

Warlike Moors of fam'd Granada 
Ravage all the country round. 

Fall four hundred gallant heroes 

Sally forth in armour bright: 
From Ubeda and Baesa 

Haftens a like troop to fight* 

From Cazorla and Quefada 

March two final 1 but daring bands, 

Sons of trueft love and honor, 

Swearing by their ladies hands : 

By their lilly white hands fwearing, 
To beftow fame captive Moor ; 

He that loves a beauteous maidea 
Ventures e'en to promife four. 

Clofe 
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Clofe befide the Riofrio 

. Soon a defperate fight began ; 
With the bold Abencerrages 
Alabeces led the van. 

Gallant is the Moors refiftance, 

But the Chriftians fight fo well, 

Tho* not e'en one half their number, 
They a quick retreat compel. 

Yet a mighty fpoil of cattle 

Bear the Moorifh troops away, 
Jaen's fons return with honor, 
• Proud of fuch a glorious 3ay. 

This battle was fought ip the time of Boabdil, king 
of Granada, in the year 1490. But others chaunt this 
ballad rather differently ; — 

Hark ! the trumpets in Auduxar 

And La Guardia found th' alarms, 

And from Jaen march four hundred 
Gallant warriors, great in arms. 

From Ubeda and Baeza 

March four hundred heroes more, 
All true fons of love and honor. — 

By their ladies fair they fwore 
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Not again to fee fair Jaen 

Till they fome ftout captive take. 

He that loves a beauteous -maiden 
Four has promis'd for her fake. . 

Their bold bifliop is their General, . 

Don Gonzalo is his name.— 
Hark, Don PcdroXlaravajal 

Thus in angry mood exclaim ! 

On, my friends ! the Moorifh fpbiler* 
Drive my cattle from the plain, 

Had they been fome finiple ruftics, 
You had driv'n them back agaifl. 

One there is, I know, among you, 

Who my lofs is glad to fee : 
He that wears the fhort white furplice, 

Fellow foldiers, that is he. 

- To return to his majefty. * f It may b* as you fay, M ' 
replied the king, "but had it not been for the valour 
and refiftance of the Abencerrages and Akbeces, we 
fliould have been totally routed, while it was by the 
fignal bravery with which they maintained the fight^, 
that we were enabled to carry &way the cattle, and 
the captives, in defiance of the Ghriftian farce. 

" O how kind is your majefty !" jexdaimed the, 
Zegri, " how affe&ionate to overlook thefe traitors to 
your royal crown ! But it proceeds from your abuiv. 
dant goodnefs, and the confidence you place in this 
lineage, unacquainted with the wicked treafon which 

they 
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Jhey plot againft you. Many Cavaliers have defired 
to make known their daring projefts, but thejr wdre 
deterred by the well known intereft which your majefty 
takes in their favor ;. although it is with pain I muft 
wound your royal bofom by unfolding a fcene of wick- 
ednefs unparalleled, yet I fhould ill perform the duty 
of a loyal fubje&, to conceal the falfehood and dis- 
honor pra&ifed againft the king, my lord and rpafter, 
and it is therefore I am impelled to entreat your ma- 
jefty not to put your confidence in the Abencerrages, if 
you defire to preferve your kingdom, and not to die, 
which Alia forbid! by the hand of violence/' 

" Tell me," cried the king, •' what it is you know? 
you alarm me ftrangely by your infinuations: fpeak 
plainly, and I will reward your loyalty/' " Tour 
majefty (hall be obeyed, and I will undertake to prove, 
beyond contradi&ion, the notoriety of the fafts I al- 
lude to, the unbridled length to which the parties have 
proceeded, the contempt the, Abencerrages have for 
your royal perfon, the fecurity with which they walk 
.in the commitment of the fouleft treafon, and how 
•cpnfident in the favors your majefty is daily granting 
them, they deem themfelves above the reach of juftice: 
that your majefty may be fatisfied, I am not induced 
to make the difcovery which has hitherto been con- 
cealed from your royal ear, either from motives of 
perfonal hatred or malice, or the meaner paffion, envy; 
and triat it is the honor of my king alone which com- 
pels me to declare my knowledge, let Mahandin 
Gomel, and my two nephews, Mahomet and Ali 
Hamet, who can atteft the truth of what I affert, and 
four coufins alfo of Mahandin Gomel, of the fame line- 
age, 
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age, to ftraimoned into your royal prcfence, and 
lefore them I will relate the ftory." 

The king commanded the perfons who had been 
named by the Zegri to be immediately fent for, and 
when they arrived, the other Cavaliers arofe aiid left 
the faloon, leaving only the accufer and his falfe wit* 
neffes with the king. The Zegri expreffing, outwardly, 
ligns of the deepeft concern, thus began his narra- 
tive :— 

" Tour majefty muft know then that thefe Abencer- 
rages have confpired to deprive you of your kingdom 
and your life, and this the better to carry on the 
wanton and adulterous criminality of their chief Albin 
Hamet, the raoft powerful and the richeft of all the 
nobles of Granada, (oh! heavens, how {hall I name it? 
Grief overwhelms me) with the queen my royal mif* 
trefs. What fliall I ftate to convince your majefty? 
is it neceffary that I Ihould add that the Abencerrages 
fpend their fortunes to win the afFe&ions of the people, 
and in feeking popularity, and that, by the exercife of 
the continual deceptions which they pra&ice, they 
ftand well with the gentlemen and the plebeian, and 
both rich and poor eftcem this lineage. Your majefty 
muft well recblleft the day on which the Zambra was 
danced in Generalife, when the Matter of Calatrava 
gave the general challenge, which fell to Muza's ldt 
to anfwer? on that day I was walking with this Go- 
mele gentleman in one of the myrtle groves in the 
royal garden, when I obferved beneath a rofe-tree the 
queen and the adulterous Albin Hamet, in the a£ of 
foul dilhonefty, and fo loft were they in the enjoyment 
of their luftful paffion, that we remained unnoticed, 

not- 
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riotwithftanding we ftood clofe by the*. I was the 
firft to point them out to Mahandin Gomel ; when, 
confounded at their fhamelefs audadfty, we withdrew 
afide to bbferve their further conduit. In a (hort time 
fhe queen rofe from the place, artd walked towards the 
fountain of laurels, where (he joined the ladies of the 
court. Albin Hamet foon aft*r came from the grove, 
gathering as he walked white and red rofes, which he 
formed into a garland, tiftd put on his head ; not 
feeming to have noticed what had paffed, we approached 
Albin Hamet and accofted him, enquiring how he was 
amufing himfelf ? In viewing, he replied, the 
beauties of this charming garden : it Contains every 
thing that can delight the eye, or feaft the fenfes; and 
faying this, he prefented each of us with a rofe which 
he had plucked, and prefently after we joined the gen- 
tlemen with your majefty, and fliould at the time have 
mentioned flic offcnfive conduct of the parties, but we 
feared to raite a tumult in the court, when your majefty 
had fo recently afcended the throne. That which I 
have related is a correct ftatement of what paffed, and 
1 coirfider it the duty of a true knight to reveal fuch 
fragrant guilt ; but we have a greater anxiety, which 
Orff allegiance compels us to difclofe, in the apprehen- 
tcn your majefty may be treacheroufly deprived of 
life. It is impoflible but the device on the ftern of the 
galley, which the Abencerrages. brought into thefquare 
of Bibarrambla, on the day of the tilt at the ring, 
muft be in your majefty's recollection. It was a globe 
of cryftal, with the motto, * Ail is little.* In fhort, 
the world is too limited for the unbounded ambition 
• of (he Abericertages, • On the poop of the galley, your 

majefty 
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majefty will likewife recoiled: a faVage was depided, 
Tending the jaws of a lion : the lion is emblematic 
of regal authority,, and the Abencerrages would gladly 
deprive you of your throne and your life. Look 
therefore, dread fire, to your royal perfon, let the 
adulterer die, and the dilhoneft queen, for having re* 
helled againft your royal throne." 

The king was tbunder-ftruck at the relation of the 
falfe and abominable Zegri, and giving credit to his 
ftory, fell lifelefs on the ground, and remained a con- 
fiderable time before he could be brought to hiinfelf 
again; at length recovering he breathed forth a lament* 
able figh, " O Mahomet, " cried he, •• how have I 
offended you ? Is this the reward of all my ferrices, 
the mofques I have built, and the incenfe I have burnt 
on your altars? Q traitors! traitors! as Alia lives 
every Abencerrage (hall die, and the adultrefs queen 
(hall be confumed alive with fire! Let us haften to the 
city ; I will order her to be confined, and made fuch 
an example that the whole world {hall be aftonifhed, 
and applaud the juftice of the fentence." 

One of the traitors, a Gomele, replied, " It might 
be hazardous, and endanger the royal perfon, to con- 
demn the queen to punifhment without the form of a 
trial, it might raife the city in a flame, and Albin 
Hamet and his fa&ion would gladly make the defence 
of the queen a pretence for flying to arms, and under 
the delufion draw in the Alabeces, Vanegas, and 
Gazules (who are fo partial to the race) to fupport them 
in effefting their evil purpofes. A furer mode of re- 
venge, in my opinion, prefents itfelf, by not appearing 
to be acquainted with what has pafied, and by alluring 
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the Abencerrages one by one to the palace, and to 
appoint twenty Cavaliers, in whom confidence may 
be placed, to attend and fee them immediately be- 
headed ; when the adoption of fuch refolute measures 
come to the knowledge of their friends, not one of 
them will dare to raife his hand againft your majefty ; 
fhould any be found fufficiently hardy, the Zegries, 
Gomeles, and Mazas will fight in your defence, by 
this means your majefty will be free from danger ; the 
queen may be then thrown into confinement, accufed 
of adultery, and brought to trial ; Ihe may be com- 
manded to appoint four Cavaliers to meet an equal 
number of her aceufers, and if her champions are vic- 
torious let her be free ; but if her defenders are over* 
come let her die by fire as the law dire&s : the 
Almoradies, Almohadies, and Marines, the queen's 
relations, will not then be like to depart from their 
allegiance, finding that every thing has been done by 
the rules of juftice. This, as I before obferved,- 
appears the fureft mode to purfue and fatisfy your ven- 
geance." 

" The counfel is good," exclaimed the king, "and 
worthy of fuch loyal friends : but who are the four 
that will maintain the combat againft the defenders of 
the queen?" * c Let not your majefty be anxious on 
that head," replied the Zegri, «• I will be the firft to 
offer- myfelf, Mahandon the fecond, Mahandin the 
third, and his brother, Ali Hamet, the fourth ; and I truft 
in Mahomet there are not four knights equal to them. 
in all your royal court, though Muza himfelf was of 
the number/* "Let us haften then to the city," faid 

ft the 
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tTie king, " and t will give the orders which my honor 
feems to require." 

O unfortunate city 1 about to be overthrown by fierce 
contentions, and inteftine rebellion? Ill-advifed king! 
to liften to Sirens who enchant your ears with fucb 
wicked calumnies I 

The king returned to Granada, attended by the falfe 
accufers, and entered the Alhambra, where he was 
deceived by the queen and the ladies of the court witb 
the accuftomed ceremonies; but his majefty paffed oni 
without deigning to notice them, the queen was greatly 
ehagrined at the king's difrefped, and in corcfufion retired 
to her apartment, unacquainted with the caufe of the 
difdain (he had never before experienced. The king 
fpent the remainder of the day with the Zegries, and 
after f upper, feigning himfelf indifpofed, retired to a 
feparate chamber, and the gentlemen to their houfes. 

The mind of the unfortunate monarch was bewil- 
dered the Whole night in a maze of thought ; amidifc 
the chaos of imagination he could get no repofe, woe- 
fully uttering to himfelf, '* O wretched monarch J how 
nigh art thou and thy kingdom to perdition ! If you de- 
ftroy this race what calamities are in (lore for you ; if yoii 
chaftife them not, death is better. Deftroy them J Yes^ 
becaufe their audacity in committing adultery with the 
queen is unparalleled, and their plots to flay me and ob- 
tain the kingdom muft be puniflied. Yet, yet confider 
how worthy, and how modeft a wife thou haft ; thou art 
not ignorant neither of the goodnefs and loyalty of the 
noble Abencerrages, and that the Zegries are their 
mortal enemies. This way perhaps they feek to anni- 
hilate 
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hilate tliat virtuous lineage; therefore if you pfopofe 
revenge, firffc verify the cafe ; yet what can exceed 
that which the eye has witneffed ? The Zegries would 
not dare to bear this teftimony, and to maintain it too 
la battle, . if it was not true. 

Thus did the king fpend the night ; early in the 
morning he rofe, and found many of the Zegries, 
Gomeles, and Mazas in waiting : at this moment a 
meflenger arrived, and informed him that Muza was 
returned from the Ikirmifti with the Chriftians, in 
which he had gained two ftandards, and had brought 
in more than thirty heads, this intelligence gave the 
king a temporary relief from the anxiety of his mind ; 
but calling the Zegri apart, he commanded him to pro- 
vide thirty Cavaliers well armed, and an executioner, 
for the bufinefs they had agreed on, and to await him 
in the court of the lions. 

The treacherous Zegri, leaving the palace, foon put 
the king's command into execution, and fent his ma- 
jefty word that all was prepared : the king immediately 
withdrew and went to the court of the lions, where he 
found the Zegri, and thirty other Zegries and Gomeles 
afTembled, with the executioner. 

A page was now difpatched for an Abencerrage, the 
Alguazil Major of the city, who being informed that 
the king defired to fee him, haftened to the palace: th$ 
moment he entered the faloon he was feized, before he 
Could make the lead refinance, and his head was in- 
ftantly ftruck off. The next Abencerrage who wa* 
fent for was Albin Hamet, whom they accufed of the 
Commitment of adultery with the queen, and be wa* 
beheaded in the fame way as the AlgUazil Major ; in 

ft % this 
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this fecret manner fix and thirty of the principal Aben- 
cerrages of the city were alfo deftroyed, without it£ 
having come to the knowledge of any of their friends 
or partifans, and the whole race had certainly perifhed 
if the hand of Providence had not interfered in their 
innocent caufe, and defeated the wicked proje&s of their 
enemies. The good works of the Abencerrages me- 
rited not indeed this vile return, for they were highly 
charitable, and great friends both to the poor and to the 
Ghriftians, and fome of the Cavaliers who faw them 
beheaded, afterwards affirmed they called upon Chrift 
crucified to fuccour them in their great diftrefs, that 
they might not be put to death, and that they died in 
the Chriftian faith. 

The great ruler of the univerfe was at length pleafed 
fo to order it, to preferve this virtuous race from entire 
deftruftion, that a page of one of the Abencerrages 
Ihould follow his mailer into the court, where feeing 
him beheaded immediately on his entry, and obferving 
the reft of the gentlemen, who were flaughtered be- 
fore, lying dead on the floor, every one of whom were 
known to him, he could with difficulty reft rain his 
forrow, and in filent terror gently crept to the door, 
and the moment it was opened to admit another Aben- 
cerrage, trembling he fled the court. Weeping for hisr 
mafter's fate, he fallied from the Alhambra ; and near 
the fountain which jets its water in the front of 
the fortrefs, he met Malique Alabez, Abenamar, 
and Sarracino, who were on their way to attend the 
fummons of the king. ' When he beheld them, trem- 
bl ; ng and wreeping, with broken accents, he exclaimed j 
•• Ah ! Signors, for the love of Alia pafs not that 

way; 
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way, unlefs you defire to die a cruel death." u How ?'* 
cried Alabez. " Oh! Sirs, in the court of the lions a 
great many Cavaliers lie beheaded, all Abencerrages, 
and my poor flaughtered mafter is of the number, I 
faw his head ftruck off with my own eyes, having fol-^ 
lowed him into the apartment. Would to heaven we 
had never gone there! I faw every thing they did, re- 
maining myfelf unperceived, for fo Alia permitted it, 
and the inftant they opened the private door I ftole 
put, leaving my poor dead mafter hehind, and almoft 
myfelf ftupified with horror at the dreadful fpe&acle 
I had witneffed. For the love of Mahomet, gentlemen, 
put a (top to thefe wicked doings !" 

The three knights looked with amazement at each 
other, not knowing how to credit the ftory of the page. 
4€ If tbis be true," faid Abenamar, *' there is great trea- 
fon indeed now perpetrating ; but how lhall we be 

* able to afcertain the truth of what he fays ?" *' I will 
tell you," replied Alabez, " remain you here, and if 
you obferve an Abencerrage, or any other gentleman 
going to the Alhambra, flop him, while I will go to 

v the palace, and difcover what is paffing therein, and 
fpeedily return to you." " Alia guard you," cried 
Abenamar, " we will remain here as you defire." 

Malique then went to the Alhambra, and at the gate 
he faw a page, who was' going in hafte from the king, 
and enquired of him whither he was going. The page 
replied, " in fearch of an Abencerrage." *' And 
who," cried Alabez, " commands you to feek him ?" 
" The king," anfwered the page, " and if you would 
perform a good office, defcend to the city, and perfuade 
all the Abencerrages inftantly to quit Granada, unlefs 
a 3 they 
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.they defire to be the principal vl&ims of the. dreadful 
tragedy now performing in the court of the lions. 
May heaven, Signor, preferve you in peace!" 

Certified of the truth of what the firft page had re- 
lated, Alabez returned to the place where he had left 
Abenamar and Sarracino ; " Friends," cried he, " what 
the page has declared is the truth ; there is dreadful 
treafon a&ing, and a great {laughter among the Aben- 
cerrages, one of the king's pages has confirmed the 
ftatement, and requefted I would warn the Abencer- 
rages to leave the city." 

" As Alia lives/' exclaimed Sarracino," the Zegries 
muft be the authors of this horrid plot ! Let us haften 
to the city, and feeb immediate redrefs for our wrongs." 
" Away then," faid Abenamar, " there is no time to 
lofe," Making all poffible difpatch they foon reached 
the fkreet of the Gomeles, where they found Muza and 
more than twenty Abencerrages, who had returned 
from the fatly againft the Chriftians on the Vega, and 
were going to the king to give him an account of their 
fuccefs ; to thefe Alabez exclaimed, " Cavaliers, to 
your defence! if you wifh not to die by treachery; 
the king has already flain more than thirty of your 
iace.'* 

The aftonifhed Abencerrages made no anfwer, but 
Muza replied, " by the faith of knighthood, if there ia' 
treachery the Zegries and Gomeles are the authors of 
it ; not one of them fallied out on the alarm, nor is 
there one to be feen throughput the city; they are 
doubtlefs with the king in the Alhambra, and are guilty 
of the death of thefe innocent and noble gentlemen,* 

Follow 
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Follow me, friends, I will put a fpeedy termination to 
their crimes." 

They followed Muza to the New -Square, where, as 
Captain-General, he ordered a trumpet to found an 
alarm, a multitude of people, both horfe and foot, 
immediately affembled and joined them, but not one 
of the Zegries, Gomeles, or Mazas appeared among 
•the many families of the firft diftinction who were, 
prefent, which plainly proved to the party who were • 
the authors of the mifchiek When Alabez faw fo 
many citizens affembled, he thought it a fit opportunity 
to acquaint them with the horrid cruelty that was 
pra&ifed againft the guiltlefs Abencerrages, and takmg 
his ftation in the center, he thus addreffed them :— 

" Friends, and fellow citizens, and all who hear 
me, learn that there is a dreadful treafon now perpe- 
trating. King Boabdil has caufed many of the Aben* 
cerrages to be beheaded, and had it not been difcovered 
by the will of heaven, the whole race would 'have 
periihed in the fame manner." Scarce had Alabez 
made an end of fpeaking, when the multitude gave 
a loud lhout, calling " To arms, to arms!" and 
trying, "Treafon! perfth, the king that has flain the 
Abencerrages! We will have no traitor for our kingi" 
Ungovernable fury now poffeffed them; feizirxg the 
firft weapons that came .to hand, the multitude began 
to afcend to the Alhambra ; in a fliort time more than 
forty thoufand men had affembled, and above two hun- 
dred Abencerrages who ftiil remained, with numbers 
of Gazules, Vanegas, Almoradies, Almohadies, and 
Azarqaty, and other* of the Granadine nobility, crying, 
« + "if 
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" if this is fuffered with impunity, another day will end 
another race." 

The fhouts of the men, and flirieks of the women 
and children were fo great, and there was fuch a tumult 
in the city, that it feemed defolated by war, and 
drowned in tears. The clamour foon reached the Al- 
hambra, when the king, apprehending the caufe of the 
tumult, ordered the gates to be barred, dreading he had 
been toohafty in following evil counfels, and not con- 
ceiving how the matter could have fo foon gone 
abroad. At length the people reached the fummit of 
the hill, fhouting, " Perifh the king! let him die!" 
Finding the gates fecured within, they called for fire 
to confume them, and fire was immediately applied in 
many places at the fame time, and which had already 
began to burn with great fury. 

King Muley-hafcem, father of Boabdil, hearing the % 
dreadful tumult, and being made acquainted with the 
caufe of it, was highly enraged at the wiekednefe of 
his fon, and defiring he fliould be punifhed for his 
crimes, ordered a poftern gate of the Alhambra to be 
opened, pretending he meant only to pacify the people; 
no fooner was the gate opened, than a thoufand men 
were ready .to rufh in ; and when they faw the old 
king, they lifted him on their (houlders, exclaiming, 
*' This is our king, we will have no other. Long live 
king Muley-hafcem \" And leaving a fbong guard to 
proteft his perfon, many of the Abencerrages, Alabeces, 
and Gazules, $nd mare than an hundred foot foldiers 
preffed forward. Muley-hafcem now gave orders for 
the |x>ftera to be {hut, that no damage might be done 
" to the Alhambra, but it was too late, as fufficient num- 
ber! 
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bers were already within it to deftroy an hundred AN 
hambras; flying through the ftreets and avenues thejr 
ihouted, " Perifli the king and the traitors!" At 
length they came to the royal palace, where they found 
the queen and the ladies of the court half dead with 
fear, not knowing the occafion of fo ftrange a tumult* 
Enquiring for the king, they were informed he was ia 
the court of the lions. Thither they flew without de* 
lay, and found the doors faftened with ftrong bars, but 
this afforded no fecurity to thofe within, for they were 
in an inftatnt burft open, in ipite of the defence made 
by the Zegries. The Abencerrages, Alabeces, and 
Gazules, on entering it, faw the heaps of their friends 
in that accurfed charnel-houfe, flaughtered by the king's 
command, and fuch wa$ their frantic fury at the fight 
that had they been able to find him and his wicked 
advifers, they would have deceived the juftnefs of the 
law of retaliation, and confidering beheading too 
mild a punifhment, they would have infixed a thou- 
fand tortures in putting them to death, as fome fmall 
confolation in their heavy affliction. Breathing ven-» 
geance they attacked with their ftvords and poniards 
more than five hundred Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas, 
who were prefent, crying, " Kill the villains who 
have given the king thefe wicked counfels!" The 
Zegries defended themfelves refolutely, but notwith- 
Handing they were armed for the event, they were 
foori hewed to pieces, and in lefs than an hour, more 
than two hundred of thofe three races were flaiq, they 
ftill however continued to fight, and the Abencerrages 
gnd their friends jfiade fuch a dreadful {laughter among 

them, 
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them, that not one of thofe who were in the court 
efcaped with life. 

The unhappy king fecreted himfelf, and was no 
where to be found. The bodies of the dead Abencer- 
rages were now laid on black cloth, and carried to the 
New-Square, that all the citizens might behold them, 
and, moved at the light of fo dreadful a fpe&acle, 
companionate their wrongs. The people hurried up 
and down the Albambra enquiring for the king, and fo 
great was the confufion that the towers and houfes 
refounded with the noife, which was re-echoed by the 
neighbouring mountains. The city, like the Albambra, 
was alfo involved in the general diftrefs, and the 
flaughtered Abencerrages were publicly mourned by all 
the citizens, while the friends of the Zegries, Gomeles, 
and Mazas, and the others of their partifans who fell 
in the conflict, dared only to lament their deaths ia 
private* The following ballad records the event; 

Through the tow'rs of the Alhambra 
Shouts and fearful fhriekes refound, 

And the city of Granada 

Is in tears of forrows drown'd. 

Secaufe the cruel king beheaded, 

All in one difaftrous day, 
Thirty-fix Abencerrages, 

Whom he did in treachery flay* 

Zegries vile and bafe Gomeles, 

Falfely did thefe knights accufe ; 

•Sad Granada, deeply grieving, 

Weeps her nobleft fons to lofe. 

Men 
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Men and women, little children,. > „ 
Cry as if their hearts would break, 

For thefe bold and generous barons, - 
For their friends and parents fake. 

Every houfe is full of mourning, , 

Mourning's feen in every ftreet, 

Not a gentleman or lady, 

But in difraal black you meet. 

Zegries only and Gomeles, 

Thefe no figrns of mourning fhe, 

Thefe whofe wicked wiles prevailing, 
Caus'd fuch cruel fcenes of woe. 

If they mourn 'tis for their kindred, 
Thofe indeed were not a few, 

Whom Gazuls and Alabeces, 

To revenge their falfehood flew. 

In th' apartment of the lions, 

Where they triumph'd, there they fell; 

Had they found the king, he had not 
Liv'd the horrid tale to tell. 

But to return to the particulars of the infurre&ion 
ef the inhabitants of Granada, which had become 
general againft the king : when Muza faw that fire 
was applied to the Alhambra, he ufed his utmoft en- 
deavours to flop the progrefsof the flakes, and hearing 
that Ajuley-hafcem, the old king, his father,, had 
ordered the poftexn gate to be opened, he haftened Jhi- 

ther, 
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ther, followed by a confiderable troop of gentlemen 
and foldiers : when he came to the place he found the., 
old king furrounded by upwards of a thoufand troops 
fhouting, ** Long live king Muley-hafcem, he is our 
fovereign, and down with his fon, who has treacherously 
{lain the flower of the city !" Muza alfo joined the 
general voice, crying, *' Long live the king my father, 
who is revered by all Granada! ' Muza and his party 
now entered the Alhambra, and proceeding to the royal 
apartment^ they in vain fought for the king. They 
next went to the court of the lions, where they beheld 
the havock made by the Abencerrages, Gazules, and 
Alabeces, amongft their enemies ; " if there lias been 
treachery pra&ifed," exclaimed Muza, *•• againft the 
Abencerrages, they have taken ample vengeance in 
their turn, if it is poffible fuch can be atoned for." 
Shocked at the fight, Muza turned afide, and advanced 
to the queen's apartments, where he found her majefty 
Weeping with thje Jadies of the court, and Selima among 
them, whom Muza tenderly loved. The queen, 
trembling with anxiety, enquired the cairfe of the 
dreadful* difturbance that affailed their ears; " The 
king,** cried Muza, " has bent hirafelf to perpetrate a 
horrid treachery againft the Abencerrages, a race ever 
remarked for their loyalty and attachment to his crown, 
and whofe fervices he has rewarded by ftriking off fix: 
and thirty of their heads in the court of the lions. For 
this fad a&ion my brother has loft his kingdom, and I 
fear he may pay the forfeit with his life, as a! T Granada, 
both high and low, have adopted my father for their 
king, which occafioned the Ihouts and clamour you 
have heard." 

" Sacrei 
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49 Sacred Alb," exclaimed the queen, cf tliat fo dread 
a. misfortune fhould haVe happened! alas! alas!" ut* 
tering this ihe fell back into Galiana's arms. All the 
ladies wept bitterly at Muza's relation, and lamented 
their royal miftrefs's fad diftrefs. The lovely maidens, 
Haxa and Selima, threw themfelves at Muza's fee*, 
and Selima thus addreffed him: " I never will rife, 
my lord, till I receive your promife to endeavour at 
reconciling the diftrafted parties, and reiloring your 
, brother to his throne again. Vengeance ought not to 
be purfued over the fallen foe, nor fhould we return 
evil for evil ; I would not on any account offend you 
by this or any other requeft, and I only folicit this favor 
as the higheft you can poffibly grant me.** 

Fatima, who was wdl acquainted with their mutual 
love, entreated Muza to attend to Selima, and not fuffer 
a lady who deferved the empire of the world, to remain 
a fuppliant at his feet. Muza was fo engaged in ad- 
miration of Selima's charms that he had not noticed 
her fituation, and immediately prefenting her his hand, 
heraifedher from the ground, and did the fame to 
Haxa, and gave them his afiurance to quell the tumult, 
and fet his brother again on the throne. 

The ladies attentively bathing the queen's temples, 
after fome time recovered her majefty from the fwoon; 
when difTolving into a flood of tears {he was greatly 
relieved. Muza endeavoured to confole her with af- 
furances of his good offices ahd the hope of fuccefs, and 
taking leave of the ladies, returned to the king his fa- 
ther, mindful of the promife he had made, and as the 
beft means to reftore order, Muza advifed his eiajefty 
to command every one to lay down their arms under 

* pain 
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train of deaths and to return in peace to their habitations. 
Muley-hafcem gave orders for the proclamation to he 
iflued both in the city and the Alhambra, and Muz* 
at the fame time gave the like orders to the foldiers, 
and entreated the nobility to ceafe their contentions* 
The tumult at length in fome degree fubfided, fome 
refoiving to be governed by Muley-hafcem, the old 
king, while others continued their allegiance to his (on ; 
Muza particularly applied himfelf to the Bencerrages, 
Langetes, Alarines, Almoradies, Almohadies, and 
many otter lineages who were of no party, and en- 
treated them to continue their loyalty to his brother, 
and affift him in reftoring Granada to its government, 
before the king had liftened to the evil counfels which 
milled him. And by the influence of thefe moderate 
lineages, Muza was very much affifted in reftoring 
tranquillity. All the nobility, except the Abencerrages A 
Gazules, Alabeces, Vanegas, and Aldoradines, who 
vowed they would no longer fubmit to the Little 
King, at length again acknowledged Boabdil for their 
Sovereign. 

1 Had the unfortunate king fuffered juftice to take ita 
regular courfe, and withheld his ear from the ftories of 
defigning and wicked mifcreants, it is certain the city 
had not been fo near its ruin, nor himfelf fo defervedly 
abhorred for his cruelty. The following ballad com* 
memorates this perfidious plot. 

Moors of birth, but foul degenerate, 

To Granada's Little. King, 
What a world of titafon's plotting? 

Xalcs of deep malignance bring* 

Kin£ 



( «3 9 ) 

King, they fay th* Abencer rages 

Mean their country to betray, 
What a world of treason's plotting! 

Mean to take thy life away* 

For this they feek the people's favor, 
Seek for this their love alone ; 

What a world of treafon's plotting ! 

King they mean to feize thy throne* 

Hamet too, th* Abencerrage, 

He prefumes with love obfcene f 

What a world of treafon's plotting ! 
To defile the beauteous queen. 

The lineages who are Iaft named continued refolutely 
determined to have Muley-hafcem for the king, which 
was the occafion of continued factions between the 
father and the fon, till at length the city fell a prey 
to inteftine broils. A powerful motive which induced 
thefe lineages to refift Muza's earneft folicitation, and 
decline to acknowledge his brother for the king, was, 
that they were at the time engaged in a treaty with 
king Ferdihard to become Chriftians, and to pafs over 
to his intereft ; as we fhall have occafion to relate in, 
the fequcl, of the hiftory. 

When Muza found the greater part of the city dif- 
pofed to return to the allegiance .of his brother, he 
enquired where he had withdrawn himfelf, and was 
informed to the hill of the fun, at prefent called the 
hill of St. Helena, to a mofque that flood on its fum« 
mit, and that he had fled there on the firfl: alarm, when 

he 
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tie heard the populace fhout, " Periih the king and his 
vile counf^llqrs!" and faw the havock the Abencerrages 
were making among their enemies, retreating by a 
private way, imprecating his evil fortune and the day 
of his birth, and quarrelling with the Zegries, for 
perfu&ding him to adopt fuch pernicious advice. 
The Zegries and Gomeles were endeavouring to 
fupport his fpirits with the affurance of their dying in 
his defence, and inditing the advice they gave was fit- 
teft to be adopted on fo trying an occafion, and only 
. unfortunate in its premature difcovery. 

Whilft the king and his party was engaged in dif- - 
courfe of this nature, he received advice that Muza 
was afcending the hill. " Does he come," cried the 
king, cc in peace or war?" " In peace," replied a ' 
Zegri, " he is alone, and appears to be feeking your 
majefty." "Alia grant it may be for good!" cried 
the king, for he Hood greatly in fear of Muza, on Se* 
Iima's account, 

Muza at length reached the fummit of the hill, and 
enquiring whether the king was there, and being an- 
fwered in the affirmative, he alighted from his horfe 
and entered the mofque, where he found Boabdil fur* 
rounded by the Zegries ; paying his refpe&s as ho 
advanced towards the king, Muza thus addreffed him : 
*' Can you hope to pafs free from blame, after having 
pra&ifed fuch unheard of cruelty and perfidious 
treachery, againft the nobleft and moft deferving line- 
age in your dominions? Obferve the fatal effe&s 
which followed the difcovery of their deftru&ion. The 
city was thrown into diforder, and tumult every where 
prevailed. Your fubje&s have been flaughtered, you 

have 
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lave yoiirfeif been difpoffeffed of your government, 
and you would have loft your life, if by flight you 
bad not evaded the general puffuit that was made for 
your deftru&ion. The king who, carelefs of the hap* 
pinefs of his people, governs only by his paffion, and 
becomes the deftroyer of the tranquillity and peace* 
inftead of being the protedor and father of his fub- 
je&s, juftly ■• forfeits all pretentions to their allegiance* 
and by the lofi of his crown and his life ought to make 
fome atonement for his crimes. If thus you conduit 
yourfelf towards thofe who have ferved you witli 
fidelity, who will allow you to govern? Had you any 
juft caufe of offence againft the Abencerrages, (which 
from their loyalty and attachment to your perfon, 
I do not conceive you had) why did you refort to 
fuch a&s of outrage and violence, in contempt of your 
courts of juftice? What evil fpirit could have influenced 
you to commit this horrid deed ?. What motive ?"— . 

*' Brother," replied the king, with fome warmth, 
%i as you defire to know what induced me to exercife 
the juft wrath I entertained againft the Abencerrages, 
I will acquaint you in the prefence of thefe gentlemen* 
Know then, the Abencerrages had refolved to kill me 
and feire the kingdom, and Albin Hamet, their chief, 
was guilty of adultery with the queen, of all which 
fmdb I have ample teftimony. Does it now appeaT to 
you that I have been over-hafty in my judgment?" 

Muza, aftonifhed at what he heard, replied, be en- 
tertained a very different opinion of the queen, and 
that he could not fuppofe the Abencerrages were guilty 
of the treafon they were charged with, as that raice 
had ever fliewn the moil loyal attachment to their kings/ 

& " Since 
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*' Since you continue to doubt what I have ftated ," faid 
the king, " enquire of Hamet Zegri, and Mahandin, 
and Mahandon, who faw them in the commiifion of the 
crime." 

The falfe witneffes now repeated their ftory to Muz a, 
who, notwithftanding the folemn affurances they made, 
gave no credit to their teftimony, and fo firmly con- 
vinced was he of the exemplary chaftity and virtue of 
the queen, that he replied to them in thefe terms : * € I 
cannot perfuade myfelf there is any truth in what you 
have related, nor do I believe any knight can be found, 
who will dare to maintain it at the hazard of his life ; 
certain I am if there is, he will be ftigmatized with 
infamy and reproach." " We will "maintain it," cried 
Mahandon, " againft all who dare to contradi& us.*' 

Muza, highly incenfcd, replied, " Although the 
honor of the king, my brother, and the Abencerrages, 
requires this matter to be inveftigated in the courts of 
juftice ; yet, as you prefer maintaining the accufatioa 
by an appeal to arms, it muft be fo ; but fo fatisfied 
am I of the queen's fidelity, that I am confident you 
will provoke your own deftru&ion, or to fave your 
lives you mud confefs the falfehood of the affertioh. 
Was it not that ,1 am pledged to reftore tranquillity to 
this devoted city, I alone would become the champion 
of the queen, and defend her innocence, and that of 
the Abencerrages, againft this bare-faced falfehood, the 
detefted offspring of the moft malignant envy." 

The Zegries immediately exclaimed, they were 
gentlemen, and would maintain the truth of what 
they had averred in open combat, four againft any four 
■who would meet them, armed, and in the field of battle. 

" That 
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• : That we fliall (bon have an opportunity of pitting 
to 'the teft," replied Muza; and turning to the king, 
he continued, " your majefty may return to the Al- 
hambra; order is reftored again, five lineages alone 
hold out, and vow they will no longet acknowledge 
you fot their king, hut be governed by Muley-hafcem, 
your father; in a few days, perhaps, I may alfo 
appeafe and bring in thefe difiatisfied lineages. And 
you, Zegries and Gomeles, learn the melancholy truth, 
that if through your perfidy, fix and thirty Abencer- 
rages have been deftroyed, more than five hundred of 
your race have fallen vi&ims of their juft revenge. 
Reflect on the dreadful (laughter which your evil doings 
have occafioned. Go to the Alhambra, and give di- 
regions for the interment of your dead, as the Aben- 
cerrages have already done for their guiltlefs friends." 

The king, putting his whole confidence in Muza, 
left the mofque with him, and in his way enquired of . 
whom he had obtained the knowledge of his retreat, 
which Muza evafively anfwered, by faying, "from a 
perfon who faw your majefty retire from the Alham- 
bra. They now defcended the hill, and entered the 
Alhambra ; the Zegries gave immediate orders for 
their dead to be carried to their feveral families, fol- 
lowing the bodies themfelves in mournful filence. 
Muza alfo efcorted them, to prevent any frefh difturb- 
ance, and during the day nothing but groans were 
heard throughout th e city. 

The king withdrew, attended by a ftrong guard, to 

his apartments, giving orders that no one fhould be 

permitted to approach him. The queen, anxious to 

pay her refpe&s*, was greatly confuted when (be was 

" * ' » * defired 
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defired to retire, ftill unacquainted with the motive of 
this ftrange reverfe 'a* cpnduft in the king, Muca 
having only fent word to the queen, not to entertain 
any further apprehenfions, as the Jung would return, 
and take his feat on the throne* 



M| 



CHAP. XIV, 



271* accufaUon of the Queen.— Murder of Marayma 
and her children.-— Other remarkable evenfs* 



JL HE dead of both parties wepe iatened, the. la- 
mentation in a coniiderable degree febfided ; a&4 
through the influence and great exertions, of Muza* the 
principal part of the nobility had returned to the Little 
King's allegiance* and thus ciofed the day fo ever- 
memorable for Granada. On the following morning 
the king gave orders for a general Divan to be called^ 
at which the chief lineages attended out of refpe& for 
Muza, though much againft their incUnarttQaa* The 
members took their feats as ufu%i io, the royal falooi* 
and waited the approach of the ki#£ &om hi* apart- 

meat; 
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-ment ; when Boabdll was informed that Muz a and the 
gentlemen were affembled, he entered the faloon, 
habited in deep mourning, and with marks of the 
greateft forrow on his countenance, and taking his feat 
on , the throne, looked round, and thus addreffed the 
affembly :— 

" Loyal and faithful friends, I am informed that, 
unacquainted with the motives which induced me to 
take the meafures I have adopted, you have expreffed 
yourfelves in terms of refentment againft me,* and have 
even proceeded to agitate the depriving me of my 
kingdom and my life, for the events which took place 
in the court of the lions. True, it may be faid, I 
might have fought retribution in the courts of juflice* 
where the injured never depart without redrefs,-and 
with whofe judgihent all are fatisfied ; but anger blinds 
the understanding, and {hutting out refle&ion, leaves 
only the thirft of vengeance in its place. May Alia 
preferve you from the injured king, whofe wrongs ad- 
mit of no deliberation ! But to convince you it was 
the love of juftice alone which dire&ed the meafures I 
ordered to be executed, and that my conduft has not ' 
been what you may have imagined, learn, noble Gra- 
nadines, that the Abencerrages, whofe fame the world 
proclaims, had formed a cOnfpiracy to deprive me of 
my life, and of which I have abundant proof to juftify 
their death : and that Albin Hamet, their chief, has 
violated my honor, by fecret and adulterous commerce 
with the queen, though not fo fecret as to have re- 
gained without difcovery, for there are gentletoen 
here prefent, who witneffed the fa&, and are ready to 
jaaiMain the truth of what I am now fpeaking. Urged 

* 3 by 
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by.thefe motives, I was impelled to the terrible ten* 
geanoe I infli&ed. What could atone for the injur y I 
had fuffered, but the deflyru&ion o the whole race of 
the Abencer »*ages? and which thedifcovery of what wai 
paffing in the court of the lions alone prevented. I 
am grieved at the tumult in the city, and for the death 
of fo many of my friends, who fell by the hands of 
the furviving Abencerrages* Gazules, and Alabeces. 
The blood of the Zegries and Gomeles was flied in 
my defence, and it demands atonement, and this I fvvear 
by Mahomet it {hall have. It is therefore my will, 
and I command that the Abencerrages who have been 
guilty of entering the royal palace with arms, lhall be 
bapimed from Granada as traitors, and their goods be 
confifcated to the treafury. And that thofe who were 
abfent, and refrained from the audacity, whether Al- 
' caydes or not, m,ay continue in the city, but deprived 
of the privilege of filling any public office whatever. 
If they have fons, they (hall not be educated in Gra- 
nada ; if they have daughters, they fhall not be mar- 
ried in the kingdom* And I decree that this fentence 
fhall be proclaimed throughout the city. As to the 
queen, I command thefe gentlemen immediately to 
make their accufation, that juftice, which is fitting, 
nray be done. A king ftioul.d not fubmit to the injuries 
I complain of. Let any one place hirnfelf in my fitu- 
ation, and judge whether my wrongs are redreffed.'V 

When the king had ended his fpeech, the member^ 
of the affembly looked at each other with aftonifhment, 
not knowing what reply to make. Thofe who came 
with Muza, did not give the fmalleft credit to what 
h« had uttered, evidently perceiving it to be the trear 

cherous 
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cherous contrivance of the Zegries. The Almoradies, 
Almohadies, and other relatives of the queen, began 
to (hew great figns of difcontent, and gathered in a 
circle to confult together on what ilep they ftiould 
take : after fome deliberation an Almoradi" gentleman* 
uncle to the queen, thus replied to the king : •* We 
have been very attentive, fire, to the fpeech you have 
juft delivered, and it feems calculated to renew the tumult 
which fo fatally prevailed throughout the whole of yef- 
terday : all you have advanced both in refpeft to the 
Abencerrages, and the queen, manifeftly appears to 
originate in the malicious envy of ill advifers. In the" 
Abencerrages there never yet was difcovered the 
fmalleft pronenefs to vice, nor has the voice of fcandal, 
until this day, prefumed to accufe them. The noblenefs 
of their nature (nines confpicuous in all their adfcions, 
and refle&s luftre on you arid on your kingdom, and 
yet you defire to banifli them from the city. But, 
alas! your feeble fentence will be of no avail, unlels 
the Abencerrages are willing to depart, you have no 
power to oblige them. You are not even our lawful 
foyereign ; the king, your father, being yet living, who 
reveres this lineage. If you perfevere in your ill- 
founded refentment from this rafh day you may confider 
your kingdom loft, and •hereafter, though perhaps when 
too late, you will do me the juftice to remember I 
warned you againft the event. Caft your eyes around 
this defolated palace, and -judge of the truth of what I 
advance, the Alabeces, Gazules, Aldoradines, and 
Vanegas, have already withdrawn themfelves from its 
abhorred precin&s : and you will foon have to regret 
the abfence of many others, the friends of the A ben- 
k 4 
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cetrages. So high is the efteem whioh Ac common 
people have for this race, that if the very loweft of 
them raifed his arm againft jour power, you would 
be driven from your throne ; but they are loyal, and 
difdain rebellion. Repent, O king I repent of your 
wflinefs, abandon your blind refentment. The flandei 
-which you have alleged againft the queen is falie ; 
file is no adnlterefs, but chafte and virtuous, and merits 
your prote&ion and your love. If you move but a 
finger againft her life or liberty, the Almoradies, Al~ 
mohadies, and their friends, refufe all further allegiance* 
Whoever afferts the queen Sultana is perfidious, lies 
Hke a bafe*villain, and I will maintain it in the field of 
battle or in the courts of juftice." 1 

Ali Hamet, Mahandin, and Mahandon, the chief 
cbnfpirators, rofe in <en inftant, and furioufly replied, 
what they had declared was the truth, and whoever 
jnaintained the contrary were foul abettors of the trea- 
son. 

The Almoradies, provoked at this frefli infult, im« 
mediately rofe from their feats, and feizing their arms, 
the Zegries and Gomeles did the fame, and in the 
higheflr rage the contending parties were cm the point 
of attacking each other, to the frefh difturbance and 
difgTace of the royal palace, the Azarques, Alarifes f 
Mu?a, Sarracino, and Reduan, and even king. Boabdil 
himfelf, fo ftcenuoufly exerted themfelves, that they at . 
length appeafed their refentments, and they again 
refumed their feats, Mqza then addreffed the afiem* 
bly:— c< It is my earneft defire that the accufatioi) 
againft the queen may be brought forward without de* 
fry, as \ teuft in AUa the eftabliflunent of her inno- 
cence 
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cence will be the fignal of execution to the falfe wit- 
neffes, and that they will either die-the death of trai- 
tors, or retraft the foul afperfions they have advanced. 
Thus will the honor of the queen, and of the Almora- 
dies, her relatives, acquire new fplendour and value ; 
let her majefty be requefted to attend the court, and 
appoint whom fhe chufes for her defenders." 

Muza's counfel Was univerfally approved, and a 
meflenger was immediately difpatched to.defire the 
attendance of the queen. On her majefty's entering the 
faloon with the ladies of her train, all the gentlemen, 
except thofe who were engaged in the plot* rofe from 
their feats, and paid-her the profoundeft refpeft as fhe 
approached her feat. Muza at length addreffed her :— * 
** Beauteous Sultana, daughter of the famous Mb*/ 
raycial, fprung frpm the Almoradi line on the fide at 
your father, and from the Almohadies on the fide of 
your mother, defcendant of the tings of Morocci* 
queen of Granada, learn, to your extreme forrow, and 
the injury of your reputation, there are Cavaliers in 
this faloon who have impeached your chaftity, afierting 
you have broke your .conjugal vow to the king, your 
Jord and hufband, and that you have committed foul 
adultery and treafon with Albin Hamet, the Aben- 
cerrage, who yefterday paid his forfeit life for the 
offence jvith others of his race ; it this accufation be 
true, contrary to our firm belief and reliance on your 
yirtue and honor, you have incurred the penalty of 
#re ; wherefore, fpeak, O queen ! and deliver yourfelf 
from the fcandal of the accufation ; if you reply not as* 
we expeft, you muffc be burnt to death according to 
&e Jaw. I fpeak not with any intention of offending 

you* 
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your majefty, but only that you may prepare for 
your defence. I feel convinced of your honor and 
virtue, and will exert myfelf in your fervice, more 
than you have hitherto witneffed." 

Muza ended, and fat down, awaiting her majefty's 
reply. The queen looked round the falpon, and ob- 
ferving a folemn filence to prevail, that, which at firft 
flie imagined was only a jeft, fhe now thought appeared 
more ferious in its nature, and flopping to recollect 
herfelf, without changing colour, or betraying the 
V flighteft fymptom of fear, thus replied : " Whofoever 
I has dared to refleft on the chaftity of my perfon and 
I conduft, is guilty of the groffeft falfehood, no man 
I "who claims the rank of gentleman, could entettain 
tuch bafe and low bred thoughts ; be he whom he 
joay, he muft be ill born, infamous in his defcent, and 
unworthy to be admitted within the royal palace. I 
cr^llenge the falfe accufation to be brought forward ; 
fedure in innocence and confcious purity, I entertain 
no apprehenfion about the event ; never in thought or 
deed have I offended the king my royal confort, either 
before or fince our union ; and during the remainder 
*>f my life, his will (hall be to me a law ; whether it' 
is his pleafure to repudiate me or not. This dark and 
abominable villain j can alone proceed from Moors, 
who are by their nature falfe, prone to evil, and void 
of honor. Happy the Chriftian princes and their fub- 
je&s, whofe more holy and better faith preferves them 
from fuch horrid treacheries and mifchievous crimes. 
I fhall no longer detain this aflembly, than to add, I 
put my truft in Alia the truth will be brought to light, 
and that juiiice will be done me. May the great Alia* 

grant 
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grant my defenders to obtain the vi&ory, and free 
me from the falfe and infamous imputation wherewith 
I am charged ! Henceforth I vow never to return to 
king Boabdil's bed." 

The queen having ceafed to fpeak, gave way to the 
impulfe of her grief, and wept mod bittedy, as did 
alfo her attendant ladies, and fo affedted were the 
gentlertien of the Divan, that involuntary tears ftarted 
from their eyes. Lindaraxa, who with grief had al- 
ready heard what had paffed at the court of the lions, 
threw herfelf upon her knees at the feet of the queen, 
and iritreated her majefty's permiffion to retire to the 
houfe of her father's brother, at Saint Lucar ; " the 
ling/' ftie cried, *' has deftroyed my beloved father, 
and banlflied all my race ; and how can I defire to re- 
main a witnefs of the daily cruelties that are commit- 
ting ; the wicked accufetion now brought againft my 
revered and royal miftrefs renders it impoffible any 
lady can remain at court free * from fuch detefted 
flander. The queen, embracing Lindaraxa affection- 
ately,, took the chain from her neck, which the Matter 
of Calatrava had prefented to her at the tilt of 
the ring, and giving it to her, Ci accept, my fweet 
friend " flie faid, " this chain : I wifti to reward youf 
kindnefs, but I am no longer the heirefs of wealth; 
but of mifery. You may be happy, I anl wretched ; 
% retire in peace, and may peace be with you ! Though 
far diftant from each other, I know you will fometimes 
bear me in remembrance." 

Again the queen clafped Lindaraxa round the neck, 
leaving her beauteous countenance bathed with tears, 
which ftreamed in union with the lovely maiden's. 

- • None 
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Hjfone of the ladies could refrain from weeping' when 
Lindaraxa bid them adieu, and fo mournful was the 
parting, that the Almoradies, Aknohadies, and manj 
others, were unable to refift its influence, and rifing 
from their feats left* the faloon, exclaiming, as they 
departed, " Open your eyes, king Boabdil, and well 
attend to what you are doing ; from this day we de- 
clare ourfel ves your enemies." 

Lindaraxa making her refpefls to the king, left the 
palace with her mother, attended" by feveral gentlemen ; 
and on the following day, fhe finally quitted Granada* 
and fet out on her way to Saint Lucar, efcorted by 
Gazul, who paid her his addreflfes, as we have already 
related, and as hereafter we may have occafion to do 
more at large; leaving them on their journey, we 
lhall return to the queen, who we left weeping in the 
ialoon, furrounded by the ladies. The king now com- 
manded the treacherous Zegri to bring forward £us ac- 
cufation, which he immediately did in thefe terms :— 

* € For the honor of my king and the allegiance 
which I owe him, I affirm that the Sultana queen is an 
adulterefs, and that I, with Mahandin, faw her in 
Generalife, beneath a rofe tree, near to the great foun- 
tain, in wanton embrace with Albin Hamet the Aben- 
cerrage, and this we are ready to maintain in equal 
fight, four againft any four, the queen may appoint 
to be her defenders.** % * 

To this bermajefty replied, " 'tis falfe! 'tis falfely 
fpoken! like a vile traitor as you are, and all the 
reft of your detefted tribe; to the all powerful Alia. 
I commit mj caufe, and confide in him the truth will 

com* 
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come to light, and that this abominable -wickednefi 
will defcend on your own heads. 

The king then (poke, " You are, Sultana, allowed 
thirty days to provide your champions for your de~ 
* fence, if, within that time, you negleft to appoint 
them, we muft proceed againft you as the law dire&s« 
M I offer ipyfelf," cried Sarracino, " as the queen** 
defender, even though I fhould alone engage them 
all." " And I," cried Reduan, " will be the fecond # 
third and fourth*" Muza next offered himfelf ; fame 
other Cavalier," faid he, " will, I am Confidant, job* 
us, that we may combat in equal fight, and if the 
queen will honor us with her confirmation to be her 
ehofen champions, we fwear to do our duty man* 
felly." 

" Thanks, valliant knights,** replied (he queen, 
*•* for all thefe favors ; I will reded on what is moft 
fuitable to be done, fince there is time abundant given 
me : with fuch valiant champions as the avengers of 
my injured honor, I muft be fafe, and my enemies 
be overthrown." 

The king now ordered the queen to be confined in 
the tower of the Comares, permitting Selima to at- 
tend her ; Muza and fome other gentlemen conduced 
her to the tower, where a guard of twelve Cavaliers 
was placed at the door, and Muza alone was fuffered 
to have aceefs to the queen during her confinement. 
When the queen had left the faloon, the aflernbly 
broke up, and the nobility retired from the king, the 
ktdies of honor alfo returned to their homes, the mai- 
dens to the houfes of their parents, and the married 
ladies to thejir hufljands. Reduan led away his beloved* 

Haxa, 
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Haxa, and Abenamar departed with Fatima, who was 
extremely grieved at the condu& of her relations; 
the queen's apartmeQts in the Alhambra, were thus left 
totally deferted. 

The Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas alone remained 
with the king, many of them lamenting in fecret the' 
roifchief they had occasioned, and confident their 
treafon could only have a difaftrous end. A procla- 
mation was iffued, cbmmanding the Abencerra'ges to 
depart the city in three days, under pain of death ; 
to this proclamation, the Abencerrages remonftrated, 
and at length, by Muza's interceffion, the time was 
enlarged till two months^ and which was all they 
required, as their future proceedings were already ar- 
ranged with each other. When the citizens h$ ard the 
proclamation, they refented the wrongs of the Aben- 
cerrages, and would have readily aided them to refifb 
the unjuft decree of the king, as they were extremely 
beloved, and regarded in the light of fathers. 

But king Boabdil had a filler, named Morayma, who 
was married to Albin Hamet, and who, enraged and 
in the greateft diftrefs at the cruel manner in which 
her bufband had been put to death, felt an encreafed 
anxiety, on hearing the proclamation, for the fafety of 
her two fons, who were left fatherlefs and unprotefted 
''/" \ by the death of Albin Hamet ; the eldeft, at the (lender 

age of five years old, and the youngeft no more 
than three. Morayma, oppreffed with grief and 
the fond anxiety of maternal care, drefied herfdf in 
the deepeft black, and leading her children by the hand, 
went to the Alhambra, attended by four Vanegas, to 
declare her apprehenfions to the king, in the hope be 

might 
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Hiigbt afford her fome mitigation from the feverity of 
the proclamation. Moraynia being known to the 
guards, was differed to pafs and enter the royal apart- 
ment, where the king had retired, and was fitting alone; 
and approaching him with great refpecT:, thus addreffed 
him : " How is it, O king? By the royal ftile of king 
I prefer to addrefs you, rather than the endearing and 
affectionate name of brother, that you may be affured 
I have not united with thofe who confpired to deprive 
you of your throne. What bloody deftir\y impends 
over this devoted city ? What ftar malignant reigns, 
to caufefuch deep diftrefs.? What blazing comet, in its 
fiery courfe, deftroys the Uluftrious race pf the Aben* 
cerrages ? How have they offended, that thus re- 
lentlefs you purfue them to deftru&ion ? Is it not 
enough that you have beheaded one half the lineage, 
but you contrive'by banifhment to deftroy the reft? 
Can it be juft that the guiltiefs fons of parents equally 
innocent of doing wrong to you, fhould be exiled, and 
bred without the city, and their daughters married in ano- 
ther kingdom? Harfh and infulting proclamation! 
bitter and cruel fentence ! what can have induced the 
exejrcife of fuch hateful tyranny ? For me, alas I 
widowed and difconfolate, with the added misfortune 
to be your filler, what fhall I do with thefe two orphan 
boys, the endearing image, of their murdered father, 
beheaded by their uncle's order? .Does not the. death 
of the father fatiate your vengeance, without the ba- 
nifhment of his unprotected children ? Whither fhall 
I fend them ? To whofe friendly hand fhall I entruft 
them? If they are driven from the city I muft alfo be 
exiled and accompany them, for I am their mother. 

It 
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I* is your own blood you are persecuting. For Alla's 
fake repent ; abandon thefe evil counfels, and let your 
cruelty fublide : mercy is the glorious attribute of a 
King even where there is a crime, but whefe there is 
no fault, cruelty makes him infamous." 

Morayma ceafed, unable to utter more, when tears 
butft from her eyes, and the moft piercing fighs from 
the inmoft receffes of her foul, capable of foftening 
a heart of ftone ; but the king remained obdurate and 
relentlefs : burning with fury and fierce anger, he ex- 
claimed, " Wretched Moraynia, are you without a 
fenfe of honor for the blood from whence you fprung? 
have you no (hame ? Is it poffible you deiire me to 
forget the ftain your difloyal hufband has caft upon. my 
ted ? If but a drop of the royal blood flowed ^ithin 
your veins, you would refent my wrongs, and that 
drop, inftead of affording the mother's nourifliment, 
would have become your children's mortal poifon. 
Had it produced this effe&, then indeed you would 
have been my lifter; but, as it is f I deny your kindred, 
for you have not my feelings. Better you had caft the 
infamous branches, fprung from fo vile a trunk, into 
the confuming fire ! This would have been a lifter's 
office. But lince you have not done it, I will myfelf 
difcharge the duty." With this the king feifced the 
eldeft of the boys, and lifting him under his left arm, 
drew his poniard, and plunged it to his heart; the 
affrighted mother, ftruck motionlefs with horror, was 
unable to prevent his deadly purpofe. Calling the 
lifelefs body on the ground, he caught up the other 
boy, and vainly did the mother, now grown frantic 
with defpairy endeavour to refcue him ; for notwith- 

" Handing 
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ftanding all her efforts, lie nearly fevered the child's 
head from his body, and feverely wounded the mother's 
hands in her attempt to fave him. " Now," cried the 
king, M both root and branch are fallen!" Like a 
wounded lionefs defpoiled of her whelps, the injured 
mother attacked the king, ftruggling to feize the po- 
niard that fhe might revenge her murdered children, 
when king Boabdil, perceiving her intention, at the 
moment (he was bewailing her lofs, with diabolic fury 
gave her two dreadful wounds, that in an inftant laid 
her dead at his feet, " Now go," cried he, •' attend 
thy hufband, fince thou fo well didft love htm !" 
Then calling his attendants, the king ordered them to 
depofit the bodies in the royal fepulchre, which was 
accordingly done. 

When the four Vanegas were informed of this furious 

barbarity of the king, they fallied from the Alhambra 

and haftened to the city, to 1 acquaint the people with 

the horrid tale ; when the people heard it, many of 

them vowed to put him to immediate death for his 

wanton cruelty, and the queen's unjutt imprifonment. 

Boabdil was however fo ftrongly guarded, that it was 

' in vain to attempt his deftru&ion by force ; more than 

a thoufand Cavaliers watched the Alhambra, whofe, 

gates were fhut at the clofe of day, and centinels were 

placed every where along the ramparts. . King Muley- 

Jiafcem's foldiers guarded the fquare of the Algibes, 

the tower of the Bell, and the other towers and ramparts 

adjoining it, which were in his poffeffion : . king Boab* 

dil occupied the ancient royal palace, the Court of the 

J-.ions, the tower of Comares, and the windows fronting 

the Dam* and the Alb&ycin. Muza's conftant care 

s and 
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and attention in the difcipline of the foldiery , who gar- 
rifoned tho Alhambra, and the commands of thei? 
refpe&ive kings, presented any difturbance arifing be- 
tween them, notwithstanding their different int^refts. 
The principal nobility and moft of the common people, 
from refpeft to the Abencerrages, acknowledged Muley- 
hafcem as their king; while the Zegries, Gomeles, and 
Mazas, and fome other lineages followed the fortune 
of his fon, but after the queen's imprifonment, and the 
murder of Morayma and her children, the three line* 
ages above-named alone continued to pay him allegi- 
ance, and which they never afterwards withdrew till 
the final lofs of the city. Granada was thus full of 
fa&ion and divifions. When Muza heard of his filler's 
death, he was greatly grieved, and expreffed his appre- 
henfion that many days could not pafs without vengeance 
purfuing fo bloody a deed ; but if Muza was fhocked 
at the perpetration of fo horrid a crime, what were the 
feelings of the poor old king Muley-hafcem? Uttering 
the bittereft execrations againft his fon, he armed 
himfelf in a coat of mail and a ftcfUt helmet, and 
with a fquare buckler on his' left arm, he called his 
Alcayde, and bid him fumraon his guards. The troops 
being muftered, the king found himfelf at the head of 
four hundred men, with whom fallying from the pa«» 
Jace, he thus addreffed them :«— 

* c Valiant friends and fubje&s, it is the higheft dif- 
honor that my fon fliould ufurp the throne; and that 
'there ihould be another king whilft I am living. You 
well know in what manner he firft affumed the royal 
title, by the influence of the Zegries, Gomeles, and 
Mazas, infinuating that I was old, of no fervice in war, 

and 
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and nnable to govern the kingdom., By arts like theft,- 
he veiled his ambition, many noblemen forfook my 
patty, forfook it without any juft caufe on my patt. 
You well know that no fon can inherit the throne till 
his father's death, and fo the law decree*. When 
Boabdil ufurped the throne, the law was violated, and 
fo ill does he govern you, that inftead of maintaining 
peace and amity, and juftice, tempered) with mercy* 
of adminiftration, he is the chief promoter of tumult 
and diforder, and commits the moft dreadful atrocities* 
You have witneffed his putting the guiltlefs Abencer- 
rages to death, and his virtuous queen imprifoned under 
a groundlefs accufation of adultery : you have feea 
him alfo, with grief I repeat the crime, deftroy my 
daughter and her children, unable, from their tender 
ages, to have offended him. If thus he plays the 
tyrant while I am living, what will he not do when I 
am dead. He will drive you from your native land, 
and compel you to feek a better government in fome 
diftant country. The barbarities he has pra&ifed would 
iiave difgraced the cruel Nero. Alia fweep the tyrant 
from the earth! I am refolved to avenge my daugh- 
ter's death, and flay the cruel enemy of my blood and 
kingdom. Friends, lend me your aid ; it is far better 
a bad prince ihould fall, than a whole people perifh ; 
follow me, difplay your ancient valour, and reftore li- 
berty to the city. M 

Muley-hafcem, committing the charge of the fortrefs 
to his Akayde, led: on his foldiers with a rapid move- 
ment to the royal palace, where his fon kept garrifon, 
fcouting, " Liberty! liberty! down with the tyrant . 
aqiirfeie friends, leave none of them remaining!" And 
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fo fuddenly did they fall upon the junior king's guard, 
that they had fcarce time to draw their fwords ; a 
bloody conflift now enfued, in which many fell on 
both fldes. It was wonderful to behold the good old 
king, Muley-hafcem, brandith his fcimitar, and deal 
fuch dreadful blows around him, never making aftrokc 
without flaying or defperately wounding forae of his 
opponents* Muley-hafcem in his youth was of ex- 
ceeding ftrength and dauntlefs courage, and he was 
not yet fo old, being only in his feventieth year, but 
he could handle well his arms in battle ; raging like a 
lion among his foes, and encouraging his troops by his 
prodigies of valour, he thus made immenfe {laughter 
among the Little King's guards, though twice theii 
number, driving them from the ground, and compelling 
them to retreat in great diforder to the palace, where 
the fhguts were augmented, and nothing was heard but 
the cry of liberty ! 

When king Boabdil heard the tumult, he haflened 
from his apartment to difcover the occafion, and ob«* 
ferving the havock his father was making among his 
guards, he rightly judged the cajufe of his anger, and 
returning to his apartment, ctoathed himfelf in armour, 
and agaip came forth, hoping by his prefence to rally 
his troops, and infpire frefli courage among his people. 
At this moment one of the captains of his guard arrived, 
badly wounded, crying, ,f hafte, Signor, to the af* 
fiftance of your friends; your prefence may yet do 
much : your father and his troops are dealing dreadful 
flanghter amongft theon The Little King now flew* 
to the fpot where the battle raged the hotteft* and vo* 
eifejating, " Courage, friends, I am your king/! 
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attacked. his father's foldiers fo furioufly, that his peo* 
pie were infpired with frefh ardour, and in their turn 
obliged the old king's troops to fall back a considerable 
diftance. Muley-hafcem perceiving the diforder of 
his party, Ihouted, cc Stand firm, my friends, be not 
daunted by this rabble, the fupporters of ufurpation and 
treachery, I am alone an hoft." Thefe words infpired 
fuch vigour into the old king's troops, that the efforts 
of the Little King availed him nothing* and his guards 
were driven in to their very quarters, where the battle 
was maintained with dreadful obftinacy. The palace 
wars choaked with bodies, and ftreamed with blood* 
At length the father and the fon met together in the 
tumult; and Muley-hafcem obferving the deftru&ion 
that Boabdil was making among his people, regardlefs 
of his paternal love, attacked him with a (erpent's rage, 
crying, "Now then you ftiall atone for the (laughter 
of my daughter and her children ! ,k and gave him fo 
fierce a blow with his fcimitar an the left arm, that he 
cut through his fhield, and wounded him, and had it 
not been for his well-tempered armour, he rauft have 
loft his life ; which would indeed have been a happinefs - 
For Granada, as it would then have«efcaped a tboufand 
evils which he afterwards brought upon it. 

When the Little King found himfelf wounded, and ■ 
his buckler cut away, with ihfatiate futy, neither re* 
fpe&ing his father's years, nor the duty which a child 
owes his parent> he raifed his arm to return" the blow* 
but many Cavaliers at the inftant interpofirig to affift 
their refpe&ive kings, he was prevented from ftriking. 
The fhouts of civil difcord were now greatly ertcreafed, 
and an aftOnifhing flajighter enfued j each party flew 
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the other without the leaft remorfe, as though an inve* 
terate hatred had long exifted between them, ancj 
wrongs which could no otherwife be atoned for. Bro- 
thers were oppofed to brothers ; Fathers endeavoured to 
flay their fons, and the fons their fathers ; friends con- 
tended againft friends, and all law was at an end % 
regardlefs of its authority the combatants were guided 
by their paffions, juft'as they favored the contending 
kings, and fought as with their greateft enemies. The 
Jbldiers of the Little King were more numerous than 
his father's, and they had gained fome advantage from 
their numbers, when a Moor of Muley-hafcem's 
party, a man of courage and addrefs, with the view 
of daunting the enemy, fhouted aloud that every one 
might hear him, t4 Courage, king Muley-hafcem, cou- 
rage, the Alabeces, Gazules, and Abencerrages are 
coming to your affiftance, kill the traitors, the vi&ory 
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, The projeft fucceeded to the utmoft of his wiihes, 
for the Little King's troops, confidering the foccourg 
at hand, gave themfelves up as loft, and to avoid fal- 
ling into the hands of the avenging Abencerrages and, 
their friends, they refolved to force their way, and to 
abandon the royal palace; uniting therefore into a large 
fquadron, they furrounded the junior king, to prevent 
his falling into the hands of his foes, and in a firm 
body they haftily quitted the Albambra, another fqua,- 
dron remaining behind to fecure their retreat. King 
Muley-hafcem boldly advanced, believing himfelf that 
the fuccour had in reality arrived, and thus while feme 
were retreating and others advancing,^ the contending 
parties reached the gates of the Alhambra, which 
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Mulfey-hafcem's party was left in the pofleflion of*, thft 
tittle King's guards having fled to the city to inform 
the Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas, of what Was paf- 
fing at the palace : in the New-Square they met man/ 
of their friendly lineages, to whom they gave an ac- 
count of the tumult in the Alhambra, hut notwith- 
Handing all the fpeed they ufed, when they arrived 
they found the young king and his troops had beeo 
driven away, and the gates were barred and ftrongljr 
guarded* 

When the Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas found the 
king wounded in the arm, and the greater part of hi* 
guard. deftroyed, they carried him to the Alcazaba, an 
ancient palace remarkable for its ftrength, which had 
an Alcayde for its governor, and was defended by ft 
garrifon. King Boabdil'sv wound was carefully at- 
tended at the Alcazaba palace, which he made his chief 
tefidence, and the neceffafy guards were appointed fof 
the defence of his perfon. Many of the Zegries re- 
mained with the king, highly mortified at the lofs of 
the Alhambra, and breathing vengeance againft Muley- 
hafcem ; while, on the other hand, the latter king was 
extremely rejoiced to find his enemies expelled from 
it, and ordered their dead bodies to be thrown down 
from the walls, and thofe of his friends to be honorably 
interred. Standards and banners were .ere&ed op the 
towersi and mufic and great rejoicings were heard 
within, which alfo extended itfelf to the -city, where 
^he citizens were highly pleafed that Muley-hafcetafc 
was matter of the Alhambra, after having drove out 
and wounded his fon, who thjty univerfally abhorred. 
The Abencerragee, Alabeces, Gasules, Vanegas, aud 
$ 4. AldoradineS, 
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Aldoradines, * and many others, with Muza at their 
head, immediately congratulated the old king on the 
the fuccefs he had gained, and offered him their affift- 
ante, which he courteoufly accepted. Muza, however, 
knowing the ill effects of thefe tumults, would fain 
have reftored peace between his father and his brother, 
but he found it impoffible, on account of the hatred 
borne him by his father, who was fo violent in his 
wrath that he would not liften even to Muza's en- 
treaties, and was abfolutely bent on his deftru6tion. 
Muza befides was unwilling to contend with his father 
on a fubjecl:, which revived-his grief for the deftru&ion 
of Morayma and her children. 

We fhall now leave Muley-hafcem in the Alhambra, 
and his fon in the Alcazaba, to relate what paffed 
among the A 1 mora dies, Almohadies, and Marines, 
lirieages extremely rich and powerful, the queen's re- 
lations. The reader will recollect that thefe lineages 
left the palace, threatening king Boabdil with vengeance 
for his ill treatment of the queen ; they accordingly 
entered into a confpiracy for his deftru&ion, or to de- 
prive him of the kingdom ; and for this purpofe they 
determined to unite againft the Zegries, on account of 
the falfe teftimony they had given, and to enter into- 
the ftri&eft friendfhip with the Abencerragejr and their 
allies, depending that the whole city would thus favor 
their party. Having thus refolved, they firft went to 
the palace of Abdallah, who was a brother of king 
Muley-hafcem, whom they found retired by himfelf, 
regretting his want of power to redrefs the wrongs 
againft the Abencerrages, the imprifonment of the 
queen, and the deaths of Morayma and her fons. 

Whilft 



( 265 ) 

Whilft Abdallah was turning thefe matters in hi* 
thoughts, and unable to account for the fad confe- 
quences which he apprehended muft enfue, he was 
furprized to fee twelve Almoradi gentlemen, deputed 
from the reft, enter his apartment ; haftily demanding 
the occafion of their vifit, they allured him they came 
as friends, and hoped he would not entertain any 
doubts of their fincerity, for they only defired to con- 
fult freely with him on fome points that might be to 
his advantage. Abdallah defired them to take their 
feats on a rich carpet which was placed for vifitors, and 
when they were feated, one of the Almoradi gentle- 
men thus addreffed him :- — 

" You are not ignorant, brave prince, of the difcord 
and civil war which of late prevails among us, no lefs 
memorable than the profcriptions of Sylla and Marius. 
There is not a ftVeet where the blood of fome noble 
gentleman has not been fpilt, occafioned by your ne- 
phew giving himfelf up to evil counfellors, and com- 
manding the Abencerrages to be flaughtered; the 
deftru&ion of a multitude of the Zegries, Mazas, and 
Gomeles, was the firft fad canfequence of his wicked 
condu&. Not yet fatiated with'his thirft for mifchief. 
with his own hand he flew Moray ma and her children; 
fuch a&ions befpeak the barbarous tyrant thirfting for 
human blood, and not the parent king* He has fince 
contended in battle with his father, and multitudes 
have fallen victims- to their miftaken zeal. Alia fought 
on the old king, your brother's fide, and he has expelled 
Boabdil from the Alhambra, from whence, affifted by 
his friends, he retreated to the Alcazaba. We, the 
AlmoFadies, Almohadies, and Marines* have refolved 
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to pay hirti no fiSther allegiance ; the honor of the 
queen is in our hands, and, as her majefty's relations, 
we are determined to refent the wrongs (he fuffers, 
tod the overbearing tyranny of her hufband. As we 
are the principal lineages who raifed king Boabdil to 
the throne, againft his father's confent, we will not 
obey either of them. Tour brother is grown old, and 
Cannot gQvern the kingdom with vigour, and in the 
courfe of nature he cannot long remain to govern. Our 
fatal enemy, his fon, will then again fieze the kingdom, 
and reign with greater tyranny than ever.' We have 
therefore refolved that you lhali be our king, that you 
may govern" us in peace, and that we may be happy 
beneath your fcepter : we are deputed, twelve in num- 
ber, from our numerous friends ; if you decline to 
accept our offers, to Muza we next {hall make them, 
who, though the offspring of a Chriftian mother, is 
yet your brother's fon, and for his valour merits, the 
Empire of the world." 

The Almoradi here ceafed, to whom Abdallah after 
taking a Ihort time for deliberation, thus replied:—" I 
thank you, noble gentlemen, for the kindnefs of youf 
offer; but the weight of government, which prefles 
down a king with care, is too great, and the relative 
obligations from a king to his people, too manifold to 
induce me to accept your propofal ; befides which, my 
brother and his fon are yet living, and were other ob- 
jections removed, I fear it would foment frefh difturb- 
ances and diffen'tions among our citizens. The chief 
ftobility are attached to my brother ; let us not there- 
fore again rift the difturbing the peace of the city, but 
leave things as they are ; I am confident Muley-hafcem 
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and Ms fon will never again be reconciled, tod when 
the old king dies, he moft certainly will not leave the 
kingdom in the hands of his fon, bat in mine, or in 
thofe of my children. To-morrow we will approach 
him, and I will entreat him to futfer me to interfere* 
and relieve hita from the burden of government ; and 
if I obtain his fan&ion, I may then with fafety allege 
I am no ufurper." 

Approving of Abdallah's fentiments, the next da/ 
the deputation waited on king Muley-hafcem, to fubmit 
to him the propofal agreed on, when the Abencer- 
rages, Alabeces, Gazules, and their friends, were 
prefent, and a Vanegas gentleman thus opened the bti* 
finefs :•— 

" We have been always taught, O king, to confide* 
that the kings of Granada were merciful to their fub~ 
jecis, governing them with kindnefs and mercy, but 
at prefent the reverfe is with too much truth complained 
of. Inftead of (hewing mercy to the people king 
Boabdil, your fon, (laughters them without remorfe t 
civil commotions reign among us, our beft citizens 
have fallen, and without fome remedy Granada will be 
nearly depopulated, and her remaining children obliged 
to feek a peaceful refuge in fome foreign land, which' 
k denied them in their native country. Of you no 
tongue complains, nor does any one pretend to have 
occafion for complaint; but we are jealous of your fon. 
You are advanced in years, and death may fuddealjf* 
call you from us, then Boabdil will become our king, 
•We are therefore defirous you (hould appoint a gover- 
nor, who. may relieve you from the great preffure of 
the affairs of ilate, and to whom you may hereafter 
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Bequeath the kingdom, with this view, and as the &t* 
teft perfon for the appointment, we have fele&ed you* 
brother Abdallah, who is endowed with every requisite 
for the charge. When your fon finds a governor is 
appointed, he may repent his pail: offences, and by 
future good condu&, deferve to be reftored to the 
throne. Thus having imparted the objeft of our de* 
figns, we requeft you to fan&ion them with your ap- 
probation, and we pledge our honors to ferve you with 
fidelity till the moment of your death." 

KingMuley-hafcem attentively liftened to the addrefs 
of the Vanegas gentleman, and doubting between the 
ordinance of the laws, which commanded that a fon 
fliould fucceed to hts father, and his fon's forfeiture of 
that right by his difobedience ; and reflecting on the 
great mifchiefs he had occafioned, and the ftill greater 
Which were likely to enfue, he refolved to comply 
with the wiflies of the people, and replied, he was fatis- 
fied his brother fliould be united with him in the affairs 
of his government, and that his fbnVhereafter afcending 
the throne fliould depend on his future conduft in de- 
ferving it. The nobility thankfully acknowledged the 
€onceffion, and congratulated their new governor Ab- 
dallah, and took the oaths of allegiance and fidelity to 
him, and then took their departure from the old king, 
and attended Abdallah to his palace; a proclamation was 
fhen iffued in the city, commanding all thofe who had 
any injuries to complain of, to refer them to Abdallah 
for juftice. 

All Granada rejoiced in the appointment, hoping the 
city would be reftored to tranquillity - but it was adding 
^ to fire, for when the Little King was informed of 
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what his father had done* inftead of endeavouring to 
gain the affe£tfons of the people by his better condu&, v 
he committed a thoufand frefli injuries and abufes of 
the law, relying on the Zegries and their friends for 
his fupport. Thefe lineages, when they found Muley- 
hafcem had taken his brother into the management of 
the affairs of the kingdom, and had given him a (hare 
of the government, refolved to unite together clofer 
than ever, and to attach themfelves more firmly to the 
fortune of his ion, and perfecute the Abencerrages 
with encreaied vengeance, and as they confidered them- 
felv-es poifeffing fufficient ftrength to maintain the king 
they mould fupport, they determined to pay no alle- 
giance to any other than king Boabdil, and to defend 
his crown with their lives. 

The Little King, encouraged by this powerful fur>* 
port, iffued an order that every perfon, whether noble 
or plebeian, who fufed for juftice to his father or his 
uncle, mould be brought before him, and inftantly be. 
Beheaded, and that all who rofe in their defence mould 
be flain on the fpot, and on this cruel order many of 
Muley^hafcem's party were cut off; which coming ta 
the knowledge of the king and the governor, thejr 
hoped to put a flop 'to the cruel policy, by retaliating 
fimilar vengeance on Boabdifs friends; but this, inftead 
of anfwering their expe&ations, only preffed the mif* 
chief to greater extremitys, and as in ancient Rome 
there was a daily {laughter of the citizens ; different 
opinions continually arofe, and nothing but tumult ai*d 
difcord prevailed. Merchants, artifans, and the labouring 
clafs of the people were deterred from quitting their 
fcomcs, the gentry not even veaturing forth, unlefs in 
* , bodies 
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todies of twenty or more together, that they might 
refift the attacks of their adverfaries. A party of a 
leffer number was not fufficient to proteft themfelves, 
«s they were certain of being attacked by the oppofite 
fa&ion, furrounded and made prifonerc, and imme* 
diately taken and beheaded, or flaughtered on the fpot. 
The founds of lamentation alone were heard through- 
out the city, and nothing but violence was com<« 
initted.* 

There was three mofques, in different parts of Gra- 
nada, where the different parties affembled : the one in 
the open part of the city, was frequented by the junior 
iing, and his fa&ion, and is at this time called the 
Sagrario. Another in the Albaycin, now called the 
church of St. Saviour, was the refort of the governor, 
the Aimoradies, and others, who were immediately 
devoted to his interefts ; and at the third, which was 
fitilafced in the Alhambra, at prefent St. Mary's church, 
Muley-hafcem, and his party affembled 3 . 

O Granada, Granada! what misfortunes have befal«- 
len you? To what have your nobles reduced you ? 
Where are your riches, your^gala's, your tournaments, 
and fports of the ring ; your fetes of St. John, your 
inufic, your ZambraY, and admirable tilts of canes > 
Where are your ferenades, and concerts, your fongs la 
<5eneralife? Where is the coftly liveries of the Aben* 
eerrages, their exquifite inventions ; the ikill and va- 
lour of the Alabeces ; the fuperb dreffes of £he Ze~ 
gries, Mazas, and Gomeles ? Where is your happi- 
nefs ? It is converted into tears aud groaning ; trea- 
chery and flaughter; oppreflion and cruelty. Many 
gentlemen and citizens of the moderate party, in ter* 
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ror forfoot the city ; fome who retired to their *gar* 
dens and eftates, in the hope of remaining in tranquil- 
lity, were torn from their retreats, and their head* 
were fevered from their bodies ; a horror unparalleled, 
even in Rome itfelf. ; 

Muza, greatly diftreffed at thefe fcenes of horror, 
endeavoured all in his power to put a flop to them. 
There was alfo a lineage called the Alquifaes, very 
numerous, rich, and of the beft blood in the city, who 
had kept themfelves intirely independent of the differ- 
ent fa&ions, having never fworn fidelity to any othejr^ 
king than Muley-hafcem; on this account, their friend- 
. (hip was earnettly courted by each party ; while they, 
on the other hand, ftudioufly avoided lending them- 
felves to either fide, and together with Sarracino, Re* 
duan, and Abenamar, made the greatest efforts to re» 
ftore tranquillity. The contending kings, at length* 
perceiving that by death and emigration, the popula- 
tion of the city was daily decreafing, liilened to the 
repeated interference of thefe Cavaliers, and came to an 
"agreement that po further outrages fhould be committed; 
and that evfcry one, during the life of king Muley- 
hafcem, ftiould be at liberty to prefer his fuit to which' 
of the kings he pleafed, and to pay him his fole obe- 
dience. . Th^ junior king, however, perfifted in the 
banilhment of the Abencerrages, at the expiration of 
the two months, to which time his proclamation had 
been extended; and Muley-hafcem, on the other hand, 

refifted 

• Gardens.— There is a word here (carmenes) entirely local; 
fignifying in the kingdom of Granada, a garden or vineyard, for 
gentry to go to divert themfelves. The word is Arabick, corrupted 
from the Hebrew, Querem, a vineyard* 
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refitted the cruelty of the fentence, defiring they 
might be permitted to remain dtiring his life, many 
days were confumed before this point could be adjufted, 
*he Zegries perfifting in having the proclamation in- 
forced, and urging the junior king to make it a condi- 
tion, without which, peace Ihould not be granted. At 
length the Abencerrages themfelves interfered, and to 
prevent the further effufion of human blood, intreated 
king Muley-hafcem would permit them to leave the 
city, as they had long refolved to adopt the CLriftian 
faith, and enter into the fervice of king Ferdinand. 
This alone could have induced the Abencerrages to 
quit the city, as the old king, the principal nobility, 
and all the common people were devoted to them. 
Tranquillity was thus for a time again reftored to the 
city : but the following Ballad was made to comme- 
morate the tumults* 

All Granada's in a tumult, 

Full of arms and flames of fire; 

Numbers of its braveft children, 
By tormenting deaths expire* 

Three fierce monarchs reign within it, 

Each pretends the right alone, 
For the fceptre each contending 

Of Granada's royal throne. 

One is valiant Muley-hafcem, 

And 'tis his undoubted right ; 
The other is his fon ^oabdil, 

Who will rule in his defpite. 

The 
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And the third from Muley-hafcemj 

Does a royal pow'r receive ;. 
Almoradies arid Marines 

To him the vice-gerence give* 

JZegries fay that king Boabdil, . 

Should enjoy the crown as heitf ; 
Againft this th' Abencerrages* 

And brave Vanega's declare. 

Swearing none (hall ever govern, 
But the old king high renown'd, 

Who is living and poffeifes 

All Granada's country round. 

Civil wars and civil tumults . „ 
Thus confume Granada's peace* 

Till the noble- Muza flops them » 
Till at his defire they ceafe. 

We.fhall .next notice the final refolution of the 
Ab«ncerrages and their friends, who having consulted 
together refpe&ing the future naeafures they (houi(L 
adopt, agreed to become Christians, and to enter into 
king Ferdinand's fervice ; and with this viewj to know 
his pleafure, they difpatched a meffengerwith the fol- 
lowing letter ;— 

"To you, illuftrious Ferdinand, king of Caftile, 

j&bferver of the holy faith of Chrift JefuS, greeting 

health and pfofperity for your kingdom, and the acj- 

-vancement of your religion. We, the Abencerrages, 

. Aiabeces* an4 Aldorad^nes, kifc your royal hands, and 
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knowing your goodnefe, are defirous to engage in your 
fervice, and to become Cbriftians ; we therefore fend 
you this letter to learn your pleafure, and whether you 
will admit us under your prote&ion, pledging our Ko~ 
nors to be your faithful vaffals in the wars againft 
Granada, and to deliver it into your royal hands. la 
this we freely admit we hope to effbd a twofold par* 
pofe. The firft to ferve you as our matter and our 
king, and to be enabled to take ample vengeance for 
the death of our beloved relations, beheaded moil 
wrongfully by king Boabdil, whom we deem our mor- 
tal enemy, and wi(h to fubjugate beneath your royal 
fceptre. As mailer of this kingdom, which foon we 
truft you will be, we kifi your royal hands. 

The Abencerrages." 

The Abencerrages committed the charge of the let- 
ter to a Chriftian captive, having firft procured hi* 
liberty, and inftru&ing him in the commiffion he had 
to execute, they commanded him to keep the fecn-et 
inviolable, and accompanied him on his way till he 
tras beyond the -boundaries of Granada. Haftening 
id Talevera, where king Ferdinand then was, the 
captive gained admifiion to the royal prefence, artd 
bending on his knee, he thus addreffed the king, far- 
rounded by the grandees of the kingdom :— * 

" Powerful and mighty fovereign, fix long yeats 
have I been held in fad captivity in Granada, whefte 
my fufferings were great indeed, though. God was in 
fome meafure pleafed to alleviate them by the alms of 
a noble Abencerrage* through whofe means, thanks 
to heaven, I am now free. This Cavalier one night 
led me from the dungeon, in which I was cottfiaed', to 

his 
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Ibis hotife, and had me clothed in a Moorish dtefs ; tcf 
veral of his friends, whd were then affembled, confided 
Ibis letter to niy care, dire&ing ' me not to deliver it 
into any but your royal hands, and fumifhing me with 
money for the journey, they efcorted me till I wa$ 
Jafe without the territories of Granada. God has been 
pleafed to condildt me hither in fafety, and to enable 
me to difcharge my obligation." Kiffing the letter* 
the meffenger prefented it to the king, who firft read 
It to himfelf, and then paffing it to his fecretary, 
Hernando del Pufgar* he defired him to ttad it to the 
grandees. The tidings Contained in the letter, that 
thefe noble CaValiers were defirous to become Christians* 
and to fennfe his niajeflry in the wars againlt Granada, 
the tenqueft of which Was ever confideted of the 
firft importance, greatly rejoiced thfe grandees of 
Rpaih. An anfWer Was immediately prepared, and 
adopted with univerfal approbation, and a trufty ihef- 
fenger provided, who bore it to Granada* and delivered 
it to AH Mahomet Barrax, the Abencerrage, who had 
procured the Captive his liberty. This Abencerrage 
convened the t>thers of his lineage, and the Alabeces 
and Aldoradines, and opening the letter in their pre* 
fence, tead the Contents aft follows i^* 

t€ Noble Abencerrages, renowned Aldoradines, brave 
JUabeces* wfe received yoiir letter with the greateft 
fatisfaftion: no evil We are affured can refult from yotir 
intentions, but the higheft glory and honor, as your 
rank is fo iltaftrioii$4 We are ourfelves particularly- 
tejoifced, giving infinite^tbaaks to our Lord and Re* 
deemer Jefiis, for bringing you to the knowledge of 
* his holy faith', Which will confer new luftre on your 
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deeds of virtue. It is your wi(h, we underfland, to 
ferve us in the wars againft the enemies of our holy 
religion, we therefore promile you double pay, and our 
royal palace (hall be your abode, as you merit every 
favor in our power to beftow. Frpm Talavera, 

Ferdinand/' 

The moft lively joy was fpread among thefe noble 
gentlemen, on receiving this gracious anfwer from king 
Ferdinand, and they refolved without delay to take * 
their departure from the city* The better to efFeft thi& 
intention, it was fettled the Abencerrages fhould alone 
depart at the prefent, and leave the Alabeces, Aldora- 
dines, Gazules, and Vanegas, in Granada, to take 
their meafures in reducing not only the city, but the 
whole kingdom to king Ferdinand's obedience. The 
firft ftep the Alabeces took, was to write to feventy-fix 
Alcaydes, their relations, who commanded the different 
important fortrefles on the rivers Almeria, Almanzora f 
and the Sierra of Filares, and acquaint them with the 
meafures they had adopted, their letter to king Ferdi- 
nand, and his reply. Thefe Alcaydes univerfally gave 
their confent to the plan they had engaged in, la- 
menting the miferies to which Granada was reduced, 
and convinced that no good could refult from having 
three kings, each of them ambitious to feize the reins 
of government from the other. 

The Abencerrages having taken leave of their friends, 
fallied from the city at mid-day, carrying with them 
their gold and filver, plate and jewels. The forrow 
teftified by the inhabitants, feeing more than an hundred 
Abencerrages banifhed from the city, was beyond de- 
fcription ; they wept anew the death of thofe who 
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•v^ete beheaded, imprecating king Boabdil and the Ze- 
gries as the fatal authors of the falfe accufation, and of 
all the rnifchief which enfued. 

The Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas, celebrated the 
event as grateful to their wiiheg, and complimented 
the junior king for the favor he had done them ; but 
other. Cavaliers were not wanting to addrefs him in far 
different terms: "What," cried they, " what, king 
Boabdil, are you doing? How can you fuffer the 
flower of the city, to depart from it? Not only the 
common people, but the beft of the nobility, are the 
firm friends of the Abencerrages. You not only !ofe 
their affiftdnce, but you will alfo lofe the aid of many 
other gentlemen of the faireft ftock, the guardians and 
defenders of your kingdom. You will deeply repent, 
what you are now doing before any length of time has 
elapfcd." And well indeed did the king know the 
wrong he was committing, but the Zegries, Syren like, 
had enchanted his ears, and the cries, the fhrieks, and 
lamentations of the citizens, affedted him not. Thus 
did the Abencerrages fally from Granada, giving an 
irreparable ftiock to the welfare of the whole kingdom; 
multitudes accompanied the Abencerrages, attaching 
themfelves to.their fortunes, and the city feemed defo- 
lated after their departure ; the gentlemen no longer 
met to participate in the enjoyment of fociety, the 
youth no longer made their affignations to whifper the 
tender tale of love, the ladies became negligent of 
their drefs, the captive and the poor were deprived 
of their friends, and the widow and the orphan loft 
their prote&ors. 

t 3 We 
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We here introduce the image of a young Abeocer* 
rage lady, banifhed from Granada, 

" Nigbt and day, thou lovely mourner, 
** Tears thy beauteous eyes bedew, 

49 Thy fkir checks have loft thei/ colour, 
* € Once they wore a rofy hue/* 

* € True, my cheeks have loft their colour, 
*' And my eyes with tears faft ftream \ 

«* The ftem king has flain my lover, 
f< Joy on me no more will beam. 

** To complete thefe wrongs fo dreadful 
" He has banifh'd all my race, 

*' BanilhM far from fair Granada, 

• f From xpj dear IovM native plact < 

ft Woe is me, from all I cherifh'd, 

• € * Ev*ry valu'dobje&torn! 
u When 'tis morn I figh for evening, 
M When His night I figh for morn, 

f • To the bofom torn with anguiih 
§€ Death alone can give relief; 

*' Tis the fad, but certain, refuge 
«« To the filent mourner** grief/* 

The junior king, immediately on thfe departure of 
the Abencerrages, feized upon their eftates, and com* 
manned them to be proclaimed as traitors, but Muzi 
and the other Cavaliers interfered in. time to prevent the 
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proclamation being iffued. King Muley-bafcem ei- 
prefied himfelf greatly grieved on the departure of this 
noble race, and prophefied their fpeedy return to the city 
in triumph over his fon and his evil advifers. The Aben- 
cerrages haflened to the court of king Ferdinand, having 
ip their company Sarracino and Galiaria, Reduan and 
Haxa, Abenamar and Fatima, Zulema and Daraxa, 
yhere they were received with the raoft affe&ionate 
testimonies of joy, and on the following day they were 
baptized, and admitted within the holy church, the 
king personally Handing as godfather, and the queen ar 
godmother, on the occafion: and thgfe who were 
married, had the ceremony performed again, according 
to the facred rites of the Chriftian faith. All the 
grandee* of the kingdom vied with each other in fol- . 
lowing the example of the king and queen, and dewing 
favors to the Ahencerrages, and fetesand great rejoicings 
were made in their honor. Places of confiderable truft 
and emolument were then bellowed on them, and the 
ladies were made ladies of the bedchamber to queen 
Jfabella. 

AH Mahomet, the Ahencenage nobleman, who had 
liberated the Cbriftian captive, and who was now called 
Don ?eter JBarrax, was appointed by Don John Chacon, 
lord of Carthagena, bis lieutenant of horfe; Sarracino, 
Jteduan, and Abenamar, were alfo made lieutenant* 
of horfe to Don Manuel Ponce de Leon, JDon Alonzp 
de Aguilar, and Don Pedro Portocairero, in whole 
couipanie* they Carved with fidelity, and eminently 
diftinguifbed them fe Ives by their feats of valour. Here 
y« fhall leav$ the Ahencerrages for a time, and return 
to tfce hiftwj of frs ^ueen Sultana* 
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- The thirty days affigned the queen to appoint hef 
champions had elapfed, without her majefty having 
made her appointment, or any knight having appeared 
in her defence ; the king therefore ordered the fentence 
of fire to be executed, but M uza interpofed, and forbid 
the execution of the fentence, alleging it was impoffi- 
ble for the queen to feleft her champions, on account 
of the civil war which prevailed in the city, and all the 
Cavaliers, the Zegries and their party excepted, main-* 
tained the opinion of Muza. The difputes between the 
parties ran high on the occafion, when the king, to 
put an end to them, ordered an enlargement of the 
the time for the further term of fifteen days* Muza, 
having free accefs to the queen, thought it right her 
majefty fiiould be immediately acquainted with the 
enlargement df the time, and entering her apartment 
for that purpofe, he found her extremely difconfolate 
for the abfence of Galiana, notwithftanding the exer- 
tions of Selima, wh6, by the kindeft attention, endea- 
voured to flipply her place. Muza related the obje& - 
of his errand, and entreated her majefty not to negleft 
to appoint her champions before the, expiration of the 
term now affigned hen " I never believed,' 1 fhe re- 
plied, her lovely cheeks bathed in tears* " that the 
king would have perfifted in his accufation, and indeed 
fo much did I rely he would have been allured of my 
innocence, that I never took any ftep for my own 
: juftifibation, confcious of having committed no offence. 
But now I fee treafon ftill rears its lofty head, and tha.t 
1- muft feek the deepeft vengeance againft *my falfe 
accufers v . I am refolved not to put my truft in thf 
Moors, but to commit my caufe to Chriftian knights. 
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My life I vilue not, but I will leave no flam on my 
honor, which I have ever kept facred. 

At thefe words her majefty's diftrefs became excef* 
five, and fhe wept fo bitterly that Muza himfelf could 
not refrain from fhedding tears ; " Ceafe," cried he, 
•• beauteous Sultana, ceafe to grieve, you fhall not 
4ie, rather will I deftroy the king my brother with 
my own hand." " The queen received great confola- 
tion from Muza's kindnefs, and he next endeavoured, 
with.expreffions of the klndeft nature, to footh Seli- 
ma, who was extremely difconfolate for the abf^nce 
of her After, and taking his leave of her majefty, he 
retired, comrtianding Selima to retire at the fame time; 
the queen found herfelf alone, and refle&ing on the 
x great change in her fortune, fhe uttered the following 
complairits. 

Fortune, who on the fummit of thy wheel, 
[ DidfVwith fuch pomp thy vidtim place* 

i This Arrange reverfe I keenly feel, 

! Why run fo foon thy profperous race? 

I Why, with inexorable frown, 

To an abyfs of mifery hurl me down > 

Where quarrelling with my ftars I ftill remain,. 

Whofe fatal influence caus'd this world of pajn« 

O \ happier far Abencerrages brave, 

Tho* fate has ever ftopp'd your breath. 
And traitors brought you to the grave, 
You found fweet liberty in death! 
Imprifon'd here my wrongs I mourn, 
From love,' and hope, and fweet compaffion torn ; 
♦Uncertain how my wretched life may end, 
What future evils may my days attend. 

What 
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What blaring comet thus delights to range, 

And my fad path with honor ftrews* 
Producing a diiaftrous change* 

A ad a huge catalogue of woes! 
My little bark, amidft the fea, 
Tofs'd by the tempcft, ihatter'd foon fhall be, 
And bury'd far beneath the raging wave, 
No friendly band to pity and to fave. 

A fatal fliipwreck all my riches find, 

My joy is turo'd to bitter tears ; 
$dy fpring is winter, and the wind 

Of Boreas howls, no Zephyr cheers. 
Eternal forrow is my lot, 
My former pomp, my glory, all forgot, 
No more (hall I enjoy heaven's envy'd fmilet, 
Death is the only refuge from my toils. 

! 

Tes, if the erring voice of vulgar fame, 

Would not in my dishonor (peak, 
And give me an unworthy name, 

Upon myfelf Fd freely wreak 
The vengeance that my foes require* 
/bid guiltkii*, but in this lafl aft, expire* 
E'en then would man ungeneroufly fay, 
#< Judgment was near, fhe dar'd not wait tbe day*' 9 

O Cleopatra! happy in my thought, 

To whom in a fweet fcented flow% 
The lad refource was kindly brought. 

To fave thee from the tyrant's paw'r* 

Nat 



Not e'en the marks of death were found, > 

So gently did the afp infli& the wound ; 

So gently through tby veins the poifon flew, 

And jdttfM not thy lovely blooming hue, 1 

0adft thou become a captive, noble queen, 

Then Rome with her accuftom'd pride, 
Pad led thee iq her triumphs, feen 
, 7 In chains by thy fierce conqueror's fide, 
But how (hall I efe*pe the foe, 
Where fhall I turn, and whither (hall I go? 
Whither to (hun the unrelenting flame, 
And thofe who falfely triumph in' my fhame? 

Yet why (hould I the friendly afp lament, 
Can I not pierce my veins, and bleed, 
Till life's expiring torch. is fpent, 

By death flrom all my forrows freed. 
Then (hall not Zegries feart their eyes, 
Laugh at my tortures and my groans defpife, 
Thus heav'q (hall fave me from my hated foes', 
And in the gm*e my wounded heart repofe, 

Thefe and many other lamentations fell from ffafr 
unhappy Sultana, who had made up her mind to open 
her tranfparent veins, and bleed to death. Catting; 
(5elima into her . prefenee, -and a Chriftign darfrfel* 
named Efperanza de Hita, a native of the city of Mula, 
whofe fatherland four brothers, as they were efoorting 
Jier to Lorca to be married, were befet by the Moon 
i>f Tirieza and Xxquena, fixteea of whom they flew, till 
fet length overpowered bjr number and having *e* 
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ceived many jlefperate wounds, they fell dead froni 
tbeir borfes, and the damfel was made a captive, and 
being very beautiful was fent to the king, who prefented 
her to the que$n. 

When Selima and Efperanza entered Ae apartment, 
the weeping queen expreffed herfelf in thefe words :— 
" Fair Selima and prudent Efperanza, you both know 
the unjuft imprifonment I fuffer, and that the terni 
is elapfed ip which I was to find Cavaliers to defend 
my honor, and that* in t r«efped to the late civil wars, 
the king h^s extended the term to fifteen 'days longer. 
The time is fhort, and I am utterly at a lofs to con- 
ceive in whom I can repofe fo great a truft. Know 
then that I am refolved to undergo a voluntary death, 
by opening my veins, and fuffering the tide of life 
to flow out, and this choice I am induced to make, 
that the Zegries and Gomeles may not have the plea- 
fure to fee m$ die. , One requeft alone I have to make 
of you, a laft fad< favor ;— when I am dead, that x you 
will fee my remains depofited in the royal fepulchres, 
and whfnthefilent torob.is clofedupon me, that you 
will keep .the caufe of my death an inviolable fecret. 
To you Efperanza I reftore liberty, for you were mine 
while yet I s was in favor with the king. Take my jew- 
els for a dowry, and marry the youth who loves you 
warned by the fad misfortunes of a queen. Once more 
I repeat my requeft, and having obtained your promife, 
I {hall die in peace." 

The queen then .took a lancet from^her pocket, and 

making bare her arm, was on the point of opening 

the veins of her wrift, when Efperanza flopped her 

hand, and weeping in the fympathy of diitrefs, uttered 
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thefe words, giving the queen comforbas foe fpoke 
them :— 

" Beauteous Sultana, be not fo diftrefs'd, 
*' Nor let thofe tears bedew your lovely eyfcs ; 
** But place in God himfelf your earned hdpe, 
*' And in his bleffed mother ; thus you fhali 
€C Obtain at once, both vi&ory and life, 
'* And triumph o'er you bitter enemies, 
•' That foon will be confounded at your feet. 

'* And that this glorious fuccour may not fail, 
* c And' heaven itfelf be mov'd in your defence, • 
" Place your firm hope, your true and lively faith 
" In her, who by the myftery divine, 
" Was mother of him that made the heavens and earth, 
4< The mighty and the powerful Lord of all ; 
" Who by ftill deeper myftery was born, 
" Immaculate and guiltlefs from the womb. 

•' Still (he remained a virgin, as before, 
* c So after this moft facred birth. The child 
€€ Became a man, taking upon himfelf 
" The fin of the firft parent of mankind. 

" Born of this virgin, I again repeat, 
" He paid upon the crofs that heavy debt*. 
" Due to th* Almighty father : willingly, 
** Tho' with extremeft rigour 'twas exa&ed, 
•* To give the finner everlafting peace, 
" Wherefore, O queen, in this fevere diftrefs, 
r " To this moft bleffed virgin truft your caufe, 
*' And make her from this day your advocate ; 
4i Become a Chriftian, and you may rely, 
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*f, tjf with fincere devotion you addrefs her. 
M Your honor lhall.be. white as driven fnow. * 

The queen was all attention to her words,. , 

And feeling a new comfort dawn within 
Whilft Efperanza fpoke, {he o*et and o'er 
Revolved the facred myftery in her mind, 
And being no\* imprefs'd with the idea 
How great and glorious was the Chriftian faith, 
She on the virgin fixed her confidence. 
And kiffing Efperanza* thus replyM :— • 

" Your arguments have fo imprefs'd my heart, 
** Thatinitsvety inmoft deeprecefs 
• f I, feel an ardent penetrating flame, 
" That makes me wifhmyfelf already blefs'd 
4t With the divine religion you profefs, 
•' From this day then (he is my advocate, 
-** Who was by wond'rous myft'ry mother of God* 
" All that you utter'd I believe: to her 
** I truft my forrows, and from her, I hope* 
•' And from my God, a glorious remedy, 
" , A happy end to all my fufferings. 

" Therefore, my Efperanaa, my fole joy, 
*' Do not forfake me : 'tis my firm refolve 
*• To feekany comfort in the faith of Chrifh 
" O teach me what is right, that fruits of gracd 
" My tree may bring; that, grafted on bne flock, 
*' Together we may run our glorious race ;— * ' 
<c I never fliall be tir'd of hearing thee.** 

Attentively did Selima liftert to their difcaurfe, and 

melting intb tears, Ihe refolved to embrace the fame r$* 

. foliation, and tenderly addreffirig. the queen, ihe faid : 
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94 Imagine not, lovely fultana, tliat when you art a 
Chriftian I will fotfake you ; one fortune (hall guide 
Us, and one faith (ball be our hope, for firmly I believe ' 
the pious Chriftian far exceeds the followers of Maho- 
met; and as we are of the fame opinion, let us, if (b . 
required, die for the fake of Jefus/' The qtieen affec* 
tionately clafping Selima in her arms, cried to Efpe* 
tanza, " now that ofie holy fentiment unites us, ho^r 
can we contrive to efcape this prifon? I would fain at* 
tempt to quit it, if I was fure to receive a crown of 
martyrdom, and be baptized in my own blood/' 

'* I could," repHed Eiperanza, ** give your majefty 
fuch advice as I am confident will enfure your depart 
toire hence with honor;" and being encouraged to pro- 
ceed, Efpetanza thus continued ; "Learn then, my queeft 
fcnd miftrefs, that in the fervice of king Ferdinand, 
there is a noblemkn named Don John Chacon, the fori 
of Carthagena, efpoufed to Doiia Louifa Faxardo, the 
daughter of Don Peter Faxardo, lieutenant and captaia 
general .of the kingdom of Murcia* He is not only 
valiant, but delights in doing good. Write to him, and 
defirehis afliftance. I am fure he will not only grant it, 
-but procure other knight3 to unite "with him in your de* 
.fence ; and even (hould he find no one willing to join 
with him, he will come alone, and fuch is his utv- 
•daunted courage, that Angle handed, the accufaKoh 
Sgainft you muft be brought to a happy iffue, and 
yourfelf delivered from confinement/* '• I thank 
you," cried the queen, " for the advice, and I will fol- 
low it, were it only to gain my foul's deliverance, 
carelefs of my body's pain/' and immediately {be 
panned the fallowiog letter:— * ^ I 
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•*. The wretfched and unfortunate queen of Gransfctaj.. 
daughter of the ancient Moraiciel, to Don John Cha* 
con, lord of Carthagena, fends health, and puts Ijer 
truft, that 1 by the help of our Redeemer and his blefled 
Mother, you may grant her requeft, and lend your aid in 
the urgent neceffity wherein (he ftands, through the 
falfe teftimony of the Zegries and Gomeles, who have 
dared to affert {he has difhonored the bed of her royal 
hufband by adulterous commerce with Albin Hamet* 
the chief x>f the Abencerrages, for which* hirafelf and 
many of his guiltlefs race have been beheaded, and 
many noblemen have perifhed in the civil tumults which 
have prevailed within our city ; but what concerns her 
moft> is the (tain imputed to her chaftity ; if within 
fifteen days (he does not find forae champions to defend 
her, the fentence of fire muft be executed. A Chriftian 
captive has given her information of your valour, piety* 
virtue, and generofity , and therefore (he applies to you, 
hearing you are a father to the diftreffed, and the 
avenger of injuries. A helplefs woman, wronged be- 
yond all example, greatly ftands in need of your fuc- 
cour; without it (he is loft- Deny it not then, fince 
into your "hands (he confides her honor, and leaft fup* 
poling her an infidel, you may not deem her deferving 
of your favor, know, that (he is one no longer, ami 
that (he trufts in the all powerful Redeemer to triumph 
dver her enemies, that he will oblige them tojdeqlare 
the truth, and clear her from this wicked imputation. . 
The unfortunate Queen of Granada." 

Having finiflied the letter, the queen read it to Se- 
lima and Efperanza, who highly approved the contents, 
and then inclofing it under a cover, (he fent for Muzaj, 
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and requefkd him to forward h without delay, whic!* 
lie faithfully promifcd to perform ; and that very day 
dispatched a trufty ra?jfenger, who arrived in fafety at 
the court, and delivered it to Don John Chacon, from 
whom he received the following anfwer :— 

'* To yoy, fultana, queen of Granada, health, I Vift 
.your royal hands for the honor you have done me in 
condefcending to demand my fervices on fo interefting 
an occafion. There are many gentlemen in the coUx% 
en whom you might confer jour commands, but fincc 
you have been pleafed to name me, I moft willingly re« 
eeive them, and truft in God, and in your innocence* 
to Overcome your foes. Be allured that on the day 
Of trial I will be prefent ; in the mean time I comment 
you to God, and his blefied protection. From Tala* 
«ra. 

Don John Chacon." 

. The Chriftian knight fealed the letter with his arms, 
wolves and Jleurs de lis, the ancient blazon of his an* 
ceftors, and gave it to the, meffenger, who haftene4 
back with it to Granada, and delivered it to Muza, who 
immediately carried it to the queen, and then withdrew. 
Her majefty read the letter in the prefence of Selima 
and Efperanza, and from that time with great tranquil,* 
lity awaited the day of battle* 

. The account bad by this time reached Granada, that 
the Abencerrages, Abenamar, Reduan, and Sarracino, 
had forfaken the faith of Mahomet, which occafione4 
confiderable alarm to king Boabdil, who, at the infti* 
gatioft of the Zegries, commanded them to be pro* 
claimed as traitors ; the Alabeces, Aldpradines, Qazules, 
and Vanegas, deemed it moft piruident got to refill the 
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Ifluing of the proclamation, fearing new tumults mfghfe 
arife, and entertaining well-grounded hopes they fhould 
fee the Abencerrages return to Granada in defiance of 
this injuftice, to the full pofleffion of* their honors and 
eftates ; and as they were now far diftant, the procla- 
mation could do them rto effentiai injury. We fliall 
now return to Don John Chacon, who, after the de- 
parture of the meffenger, deliberated with himfelf 
whom he fhould invite to join with him in the queen's 
defence, gentlemen in whom he might place full con- 
fidence. At one time he refolded to undertake the. 
whole himfelf, and it cannot be doubted, if he had, 
his valour would have borne' him through, as he was 
of fiich prodigious ftrength, that with a fingle ftroke 
he had cleft the neck of a bull. 

A few days after Don John Chacon chance^ to be ior 
the company of o&er gentlemen ; the firfl: was Don 
Manuel Ponce de Leon, duke of Arcos, a defcendint 
of the kings of Xerica, and lords of the boufe of Vil- 
lagarcia, fprung from the royal blood of France, and 
for their illuftrious actions, enriched hy the kings of 
Arragon, with the bars of Arragon in crimfon, on a 
golden field, and quartered with a lion rampant, on a 
white field, the blazon of the famotfk Hector, of Troy, 
who was (as the French chronicles relate) his anceftor- 
The fecond was Alonfo de Aguilar, a great foldier, 
delighting in war, of a daring heart, and fa attached 
to fkirmifhing with the Moors, that at length he fell 
by th^ir hands, as we fhall hereafter have occafion to 
taention. The third was Don Diego/of Cordova,- Al- 
cayde of Los Donceles, of extraordinary virtue and 
refolution, and fo devoted to a military life, that he 

wodd 
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frbttld often fay, lie efteemed a good foldier more than 
his whole eftate, and that he was worthy to fit at the 
table of a king, as he was in no refpeft inferior to 
him. Thefe gentlemen being engaged in converfationi 
the late events in Granada became the topic of their 
difcourfe* particularly the flaughter of the Abencer- 
rages and the unjuft iiliprifonment of the queen, of 
which they had received ample information from the 
newly converted Chriftians : and expreffing the moft 
indignant concern for her fituatidn. " I heartily wifh," . 
cried Ponce de Leon, " it were permitted that I might 
be one of her champions." " And I another," cried 
Alonfo de Aguilar, "her wrongs are unexampled!" 
VI would willingly make a third," faid the Alcayde of 
Los Donceles, " I feel for her fufferings moft finderely ; 
and although (he is a Moor, yet it is the duty of a 
knight to redrefs the injuries of ladies of her rank, and 
a Ghriftian never lofes in performing a good work." 
" And what can there be unlawful/' faid Don John, 
" in defending her caufe?" " Two things," replied 
Don Manuel* " the firfl: is, her being a Moor, which 
Jiowever I take but little to account ; the fecond is, 
that we have not obtained the king's permiffion." 
" That is the leaft of the two," faid the Alcayde of 
Los Donceles, " nothing prevents us from engaging in 
her deliverance without his knowledge*" 
. *• Let me enquire of you, gentlemen," faid Don 
John, " if the queen was to fend either of you a letter* 
demanding your aififtance as a favor, and adding that 
(he intended to become a Chriftian, though life itfelf 
might be the forfeit, would you not fly to her pro- 
tedion, and venture your lives in her gaufe?" *• A 
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fhoufand lire*" tfcey exclaimed, w if w* had tbcfmf* 
• € Then," continued Don John, *• I rejoice at Jour an* 
fwer, f * and taking the queen** letter frona bis pockfet* 
V by this I am authorized to undertake her defend : if 
grieves me only to think, that among fo many valiant 
N gentlemen of the court, I ihould alone have been ieleded* 
I have, however, pledged myfelf to be prefect with 
three other Cavaliers, if I am hippy enough to find 
them ; if not, I (hall meet the four Moors Angle- 
handed, and I trail in God, and in the queen's inno- 
cence, for gaining the victory ; but ihould fortune be 
toy enemy, and doom me to perifh, I (hall efteem 
fay death happy/* 

Don John now read the Sultana's letter, which con' 
vinced the knights of her majefty's intention to 
become a ChrifHan, and that Don John had accepted 
the honor of being her champion, and they confented 
to bear him company, without requiring the king's 
permif&on, or communicating their intention to any 
perfon whatever. 

The fubtle warrior of Andalufia, the Alcayde of 
Los Donceles, fuggefted it would be raoft advifable* 
they ihould cloath themfelves in Turkiih habits, that 
they might not be known in Granada, particularly by 
the Christian captives. This propofal was highly ap- 
proved of, and the knights accordingly fet about 
providing themfelves with rich habits, armour, And 
horfes. Every thing being arranged for the jour? 
ney, they left Talevera unattended by their fquires, 
and (hunning the main roads, travelled through the 
mountains : avoiding all habitations of any confides- 
ation, and deeping in the open air; their pro vifipns they 
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purchafed at the moft folitary inns, and la this manper 
they reached the Vega two days before the expiration 
of the appointed term. Retiring to the wood of Rome, 
the Knights reded themfelves a day and a night on 
the banks of the Genii; their cpaverfation being 
chiefly on .the beft mode of concluding themfelves in 
the approaching combat. 

The rooming of the fecond day had no fooner began 
to dawn, than the knights prepared to advance to Gra- 
nada ; and putting pa the Turkish garments they had 
provided over their araaour, they mounted their fiery 
Heeds, and entered the beautiful champaign of the Vega, 
and rfcde gently onward towards the city, admiring on 
all fides the beautiful views, the diverGty of the ftreams 
meandering through their varied eourfes, the gardens, 
vineyards, and orchards, full of trees; and bending with 
the choiceft fruits to the ground, which made the country 
appear to them like an earthly paradife: and let not the 
reader marvel at the beauties of nature which prefented 
themfelves to the Cavaliers, for no bed of carnations, or 
of thefweeteft fcented herbs^ Was £ver more highly culti- 
vated than every fpotdf ground, whether it was fituated 
far off or near the city, or whether it was hill or valley, 
by the Moor^ and which 4S at this time a barren wafte. 
The fo^l then produced abundance beyond conception, 
and its fertility may in fome meafure be conceived, 
when it is confidered, that the year before Granada 
was loft, it contained one hundred and eighty thoufand 
mfen capable of bearing arms, befides a great number 
jrfSoW jasa* w#m&s and children. 

. . , ' * 3 Our 
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Our Englifh tranflator prefents the reader with the 
pifture of a Moor fitting by the Darrp, lamenting the 
Unfortunate change,* 

Softly floV thou pleafant river, 

Stream that ev'ry Moor reveres ; 

Let thy murmurs footh my forrows, 
Whilft I fwell thee with my tears. 

For Granada am I weeping* 

For Granada far renown'd ; 
Lo ! her choiceft fons lie' flaughter'd, 

And her ftreets in blood are drown'd! 

AH her tow'rs and fairefl: cities 

By the Moors efteem'd fa high, 

Strong built forts x and lofty caftles 
Now in fcatter'd ruins lie. 

All her flow'ry fields and gardens, 

Gardens form'd with matchlefs tafte, 

Where the pendent fruit hung ihining, 
Now remain a defert wafte, 

Mofques fo pure, and {lately manfions, 
Seem diffblv'd in clouds of fmoke ; 

Pleafant woods and lofty pine-trees 
Bqw beneath the axe's ftroke, 

Where 

• Concerning the expulfion of the Morlfcoes, which proved a con- 
siderable caufe of the decline of the Spaniih Monarchy from iu 
ancient vigour, the reader may confult the Tra&s of the learned 
Dr, Geddes, the Chancellor/of Sarum, Vol* I % 
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Where the joyful f ports were afted 
Stalks the meagre fiend defpair, 

Where the fofteft mufic founded . 
Shrieks of horror rend the air. 

For her fpoufe the frantic widow 

Tears her hair and beats her breaft, 

At her cruel fate exclaiming, 

With diftra&ing thoughts opprefs'd. 

And the tender piteous orphan, 

- In each hopeful pleafure crofe'd, 
Clinging round its helplefs mother, 
Mourns a fire untimely loft. 

Chang'd with grief, the lovely damfel 
Tells the empty wind her pain, 

And her hands in anguifh wringing 
Weeps a faithful lover flaim 

Eed like blood the fun appearing 

Sheds a fanguinary gloom, 
And convulfive nature trembling 

Seems to wait a final doom, 

Softly flow thou pleafant river, 

Stream that every Moor reveres ; 

Let thy murmurs footh my forrows, 

Whilft I fwell thee with my tears. • 
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No ritoffc oh thy verdant borders 

Shall the tender lovers ftray, 
And io fweet enchanting convcrfe 

Pjl6 the happy hours away. 

No more fball the bark fo fmootbly 
Float along thy trembling ware, 

Nor the youths with heat all weary 
la thy cryftal current lave* 

On thy banks where op'ning flowerets - 
Spread their beauties to the day, 

Oft at night the Moor (hall wander, 
To the Chriftian doom'd a prey, 

Chriftians, that in war long pra<ftis*d, . 

Every peaceful thought forego> 
Christians, that in blood delighting, 
, Taught Granada's tears to flow. 

Softly flow thou pleafant river, 

Stream that ev'ry Moor reveres ; 

Let thy murmurs footh my forrows, 
Wjulft I. fwell thee with my tears. 

Traverfing the Vega, the knights, on entering the 
road to Loxa, obferved a Moorifh Cavalier approaching 
them in full fpeed, of a noble mien, and in a gallant 
drefs. His tunic was green damaflt interwoven with - 
gold, and his plumes green, white, and blue. In the 
* center of a whitp ihield he lott a phoenix on flames o£ 
fire, and &e motto, " ItTws no fecond." The horfe 

he 
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he rode was a bay, and hi* lance was decorated with a 
fraall green and white banner, and fo well equipped 
'did he feem altogether, that the Chriftian knights werte 
greatly taken with his appearance, arid flopped their 
horfes till he came up to them. 

The Moor, on his appfoadi, fkluted them in Arabld, 
and the Alfcayde of Lbs Donceles replied in the fame 
language ; Slackening his pace, he was greatly furprized 
at the noble figure of the four knights, and after fome 
(hbrt time he addreffed them in the following terms :~ 
."Although my btifinefs Is very Urgent, and willfcarce 
admit of the fmalleft delay, I cannot help checking 
friy fteed at the fight 6f fuch gallant ftrangers, whofe 
.dreffes furpafs all I have ever feen, except the ambaf- 
fadors who come from the Libyan Sea to the kings of 
Granada, but like you they weafr not arms beneath 
their garments, neither £xk they mounted on fuch fiery 
chargers. If it be agreeable to you we will travel to- 
gether, I (hall be happy in fuch noble company; and 
cbhcJeal not from me, I befeech you, whom I hav'e 
overtaken, as the Courtefy of Cavaliers requires you ?'* 

Don John Chacon began his reply in the Turkilh 
language, but the Moor informed him he did not un- 
derftand it, and begged him to fpetfk in Arabic The 
Alcayde of Los Donceles then informed him they came 
from Cotiftantinbple, and were Jafiizarfes in the pay 
of the Grand Signor. " We "were," addfed he, "four 
hundred in the garrifon of Moftegan, and underftanding 
there were many Chriftians on the frontiers of Grd- 
tiada, efteemed of admirable valour, we came hither 
With the intention of proving our mutual ftrength, as 
Wr teat tire inhabitants daily receive great injury firora 

them. 
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them. W« landed at Adra 9 and were traverfing this 
plain, to our fancies the moil beautiful in the world, 
in the hope of meeting fome Chriftian knight to flrir- 
mifli with ; we have advanced on, but as jet have feen 
none, and being fo near, we have refolved to pay a 
vifit to Granada, and kifs the royal hands, after which 
we (hall (hape our courfe back to Moftegan. This is 
our hiffcory, and as we have fatisfied your enquiry, we 
{hall be happy to know whom we have the pleafure of 
meeting, which equally interefts us." 

** It is a pleafure to me," replied the Moor, " to give 
you the information you defire ; but let us haften our 
horfes, and on the way I (hall be able to anfwer you." 
* € With all my heart," faid Don Alonfo ; and they 
now travelled at a round rate. Gazul, for he it was 
who had joined the krfights, related bis bifto.ry in the 

* following terms :— 

" You are to know, gentlemen, my name is Ma- 
homet Gazul, that I am a native of Granada, and 
come now from Saint Lucar, where I have left the 
objed of my adoration and the ueareft to my heart, a 
beautiful lady, named Lindaraxa, of the noble race of 
the Abencerrages. She quitted Granada on account of 
the king's banilhing her kindred without any juft caufe, 
after having beheaded fix and thirty of her lineage, 
the flower of Chivalry in all the city, and went to Saint 
Lucar to the houfe of an uncle, whither I attended 
her. I was once bLeffed with the fmiles of my mif- 

. trefs, but <thofe happy times are over. While at Saint 
Lucar I learnt that the Abencerrages had become 

. Chriftians, and were gone into the fervice of king Fer- 
dinand, that great tumults and civil wars prevailed in 

Granada, 
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Granada, and that the Sultana queen was imprifoned, 
find compelled to defend herfelf in combat. And as 
jill my lineage are of her party, 1 am haftening to 
make one of the Cavaliers to fight her caufe ; this 
being the laft day of the appointed term, and we mufl: 
fpur our fteeds lead we fhould arrive too late. And 
now, Signors, you know the truth." ,. 

" You have aftonifhed us," cried Don Manuel, 
f and, by the honor of knighthood, I ihould be greatly 
delighted if the talk of defending the queen was com* 
mitted to myfelf and my companions in arms; we 
would do our endeavours to ferve her, even were it to 
the lofs of our lives." " Would to heaven," cried 
Gazul, "the reftitution of her honor were entrufted 
to your valour, as I am confident fhe would then 
prove yi&orious ; I will endeavour to engage her ma- 
jefty to make choice of you ; though I have indeed 
heard fhe will not commit her caufe to Moors, but to 
Chriftians." ff We," faid Don Manuel, " are not 
Moors, but Turkifli Janizaries, the fons of Chriftians." 
" You fay well/ 1 returned Gazul, " perhaps on this 
account flie may bp induced to accept your fervice." 
« € Let us leave the confideration of this matter for the 
prefent," cried Don John Chacon ; ** I wifh to enquire 
what Chriftiari knights $re moft celebrated for their 
valour in this kingdom." " The Cavaliers who moft « 
frequently fcour the Vega/' replied Gazul, " and are 
the greateft terror to our frontiers, are Don Manuel 
fcmce de Leon, Don Alonfo de Aguilar, Gonzalez 
Fernandez of Cordova, the Alcayde of Los Donceles, 
Portocarrero, Don John Chacon, and the Grand Matter. 
Tbefe are indeed the dread of all the kingdom ; but 

there 
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(Jicrc «*e *lfo many other Cavaliers ii* the court of 
king Ferdinand, who do us abundant injury." " It 
Would delight me to meet either of the gentlemen yoii 
have named/' criefl Alonfo de Aguilar. " By the faith 
<>f Mahomet/* faid Gazul, " you would find a Mar; 
Sn either of them, and in Granada I will relate to you 
deeds of their performing, that will fill you with 
aftonifhment." u I fhall be overjoyed to hear them/* 
faid t)on Manuel, f • that I may have fometfiing to 
talk of when I return to my own country.*' And 
here we fliall leave them travelling at a round pace, 
to return to what was patting in Granada* 
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CHAP. XV. 



Baft U qf the Queen's accufers, and the four Chrijtian 

knights. 



HE inhabitants of the city of Granada were in the 
greateft anxiety, the term allotted to the queen being 
nearly expired, and no Cavalier as yet being appointed 
to defend her Caufe. Maqy had indeed interceded with 
the king to reftore her majefty' to favor, alleging fli* 
was evidently not guilty, or Che would not hare neg- 
le&ed to make choice of champions to meet the Zegries, 
when fuch numbers had tendered their fervices. But 
the king was obftinately deaf to all their entreaties, 
and fo attached to the mifegeant traitors, that all the 
jreply he would deign to make thena was, if the queen's 
champions are not ready on the appointed day, on 
$he following the Sentence of fire (hall be executed* 
And with this determination he ordered a fcaffolding 
to be cfefted in the fquare of Bibarrambla, with a fe- 
parate ftation for the queen, and another for the judges, 
who were to decide the caufe. Muza, Azarque, and 
an Almoradi gentleman were nominated to be the ar- 
bitrators, who all of them wiihed her majefty fuocefs, 
$nd were refolved, as for as lay in their power, to 
^rpmote it. 
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The fcaffolding was covered over with black clotty 
and every thing being prepared, the judges, attended 
by many gentlemen, afcended to the Alhambra to 
conduft the queen to the fquare. The Almoradiesi 
Almohadies, Aldbfadines, Gazules, Vanegas, Alabe- 
ces, and Marines, would have refcued her majefty by 
force, and poniarded the king, but they were perfudded 
againft making the attempt, for although there was a 
great probability of their fucceeding, yet the ftain 
pn the queen's honor would not be wiped off, but ra- 
ther fixed the deeper, and the voice of fame would 
judge her worthy of death, as no one had dared to 
#and forth in her defence ; this argument was indeed 
fo unanfwerable, that thefe lineages refolved to let 
the event take its courfe, trailing to heaven for her 
deliverance. 

When the judges Catoie to the Alhambra, they werfc 
denied permiffion to pafs on to the queen by king 
Muley-hafceip, declaring her majefty owed obedience 
to no perfon, till at length Muza and the other gen* 
tlemen fatisfied him it was abfolutely requifite (or her 
honor, that the caufe ftiould be fubmitted to trial, thfe 
only means by which her chara&er could be reftored 
,to ita former luftre, and that any other courfe to bfe 
taken would effe&ually anfwer the ends of the Zegries. 
King Muley-hafcem then enquired if any Cavaliers 
were yet nominated for her defence, which Muza ah- 
fwered in the affirmative, adding, that if none of her 
champions arrived in time, he would himfelf under- 
take the combat. Muza and the two other judges 
were then permitted to enter the Alhambra, the reft of 
the company remaining at the gate. On entering the 
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qneen's apartment, they found her majefty with Sell-* 
ma, awaiting their arrival, without (hewing the leall ' 
fign of terror, although Ihe knew it was the laft day 
of the conceded term. She relied with confidence on 
\ Don John Chacon, and ihould any accident prevent 
his arrival y (he was perfe&ly refigned and happy in the 
thought of dying in the Chriftian faith, which made 
her mind not only eafy, but chearful. When (he faw 
the gentlemen approach, flie gueffed the purpofe that 
brought them to her, and being under fotne emotion, 
a blufh forced its way into her cheeks, which how- 
ever fhe endeavoured to conceal, that no figns of fe- 
male weaknefs might be difcovered. After the gen- 
tlemen had refpe&fully made their reverence, Muza 
addreffed her in thefe words : — 

" Your majefty has fadly negle&ed yourfelf in not 
having named your champions, as this is the laft day 
ef the extended term, we are therefore defirous to 
know jour pleafure ?" " Be under no apprehenfion 
for me," replied the queen, " I truft in. God my in* 
nocence will this day be completely t eftablifhed, and 
that I ihall triumph over my falfe accufers. But 
fliould it pleafe the Almighty to punifti the fins I have 
committed, and that my defenders {hould be van* 
quifhed, I fhall not fear death, as I fhall then enjoy 
eternal life." Muza underftood not the meaning of 
thefe words, and anfwered, he wifhed her majefty 
would defend herfelf by the due courfe of juftice, as 
the people might otherwife murmur, and it is more- 
over," faid he, "a duty which you owe yourfelf, and 
the whole world, to bring thefe traitors to fhame and 
punifhment, according to theix deferts. We are ap- 
pointed 
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pointed to be tie judges, and we are firmly devoted 
to your intereft, and will do all we ran to ferve' yoih 
Seleft therefore as champions whom you pleafe, therd 
are thoufands of gentlemen who will confider them** 
felves honored by your commands. Let your majefty 
and Selima but defcend to the fquare, and heaven will 
no doubt blefi you with fuccefs." * f I am ready,' * 
replied the queen, * f Efperanza (hall alfo attend raej 
fee has been the conftant companion of my fad impri* 
fonrhent, and (hall now be a joyful witnefs of my 
triumph.*' 

The queen and Selima withdrew for a few minutes* 
and then returned with Efperanza all drefled in the 
deepeft black. On leaving her apartment, (he faid to 
Muza, " It is my laft requeft, if my defenders fhould 
perifh in the combat, that Efperanza may be free, and 
that every thing in thefe apartments may be given to 
her, for the great attention ihe has fhewn me*" And 
faying this, ftie wept fo loud, that the eyes of her il» 
luftripus attendants were alfo fuffufed in tears. Giving 
at length her hand to Muza, fhe walked to the Alham* 
bra gates, where a litter was provided, and the queen, 
Selima, and Efperanza, were placed in it. At the gates 
they found the.Alabeces and the other gentlemen 
waiting, in deep mourning, but beneath their garments, 
they wore ftrong coats of mail, with the full determi- 
nation of attacking the Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazad^ 
(hould circumftances render it neceffary. Granada waa 
sever fo near its deftru&ion in all its wars as on this 
memorable day, for the Zegries were alfo ftrqngly 
armed againft any attack which might be made upon 
them ; but God was pleafed ^to condud the bufinefs to 
an end, without any frefh difturbance. 

Wherever 
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Wherever the queen's littetr made its appearance, : 
numbers of gentlemen furrotfnded it, (bedding, tears at 
the afHicVing fight, and on entering the, ftreet of the r 
Comeles, multitudes of ladies and damfels crowded to v 
the windows and balconies, lamenting her. misfortunes* 
and the whoie city was fo moved with their cries, that; 
the execrations became loud and univerfal againft -the- 
Zegries and the king. The litter next entered the 
ftreet of the Zacatin, where the lamentations grew yet; 
deeper ; till at length .the cavalcade reached the fquare, 
and the litter was carried to. the* foot of the fcaffolding. 
Muza aflifted the queen to alight, as did the other 
judges Selima and Efperanza, • The queen aicended 
the fcaffbld through the window of a houfe, . and 
took the feat appointed for her, which, as well as, 
the reft of the fcaffold, was lined with black; Selima 
was feated on one fide of her majefty, a,nd pfperanza 
was placed at her feet. The Sultana was greatly af- 
fected to find herfelf made fo cruel a fpe&acle, and the. 
cries of the men, women and children grew lb loud, 
that not even when Rome or Troy was burnt, was the 
like lamentation heard. 

The windows, balconies and terraces were thronged 
with people, and multitudes affembled in the fquare, 
who ceafed not to weep when they beheld the queen 
in tears. On one fide of the. building the judges took 
their feats, and fhortly after trumpets founded, and the 
four accufers entered the fquare, armed and equipped 
for the battle, and mounted on very powerful horfes. 
Oyer their armour they wore green and pprple dreffes, 
with plumes of the fame colours ; and the device they 
bore on their fliielda was bloody fcimitars, \yith the 
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motto, «' Shed for the Truth." Thus the four accufers, 
efcorted by the Zegries and their partifans, entered the 
large and fpacious area, inclofed for the lifts ; a door was 
then opened, and Mahomet Zegri, the author of the 
treafon, Ali Hamet Zegri, Mahandin Gomel, and Ma* 
handoq, entered to the found of martial inftruments, 
their abettors ranging themfelves on the left without 
the inolofure^ On the right, ftood the queen's re- 
lations and their friends. 

In deep and aweful filence the fpefiators awaited the 
queen's nomination of her champion* from eight 
o'clock in the morning till two in the afternoon, and 
feeing {he had neither appointed them, nor that anj 
had made their appearance in her defence, the greateft 
apprehenfions were entertained, not knowing the mea-* 
fares (he had taken, apd confident that both her honor 
and her life were nov at the greateft rift. The queen 
herfelf began to entertain ft>me fmall degree of terror, 
finding the day fo far advanced, and that Don John 
Chacon, in whom, after God, the placed her reliance, 
had not yet fulfilled his appointment, whereof (he could 
not divine the occafion. 

Malique Alahez, Aldoradin, and two other Cava* 
Mere, now afcended the platform, and proclaimed aloud, 
if her majefty would honor them with her permiffion, 
they woqld undertake her defence, The queen cour- 
teoufly thanked them, and replied, fhe would yet wait 
two hours longer, ^nd if at that time certain Cavaliers, 
whom file was expe&ing, did not arrive, (he would 
accept their kind offer. Half an hour had however not 
elapfed, when a great fhout was heard, and five knights 
were feen riding into the fquare, four in Turkift habits^ 
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the fifth a Moor, who was immediately known to be 
Gazul, The populace crowded to fee the ftrangers, 
and Gazul' s friends, and his relations in particular 
cbngratulated him on his fafe arrival; enquiring of 
him who were his companions; Gazul replied, Jie 
could not inform them, having only overtaken them 
on the Vega. They advanced on horfeback to the 
foot of the fcaffold, where the queen and the judges 
were feated, and who were anxious to be acquainted 
with the occafion of their arrival: cafting their eyes 
on the queen, it greatly afTe&ed them to behold her ia 
to pitiable a condition, and looking round the fquare, 
they faw the area,, and within it the four accufers ; the 
multitude of fpe<3#tors alfo attracted their notice with 
aftonilhment. 

Don John Chacon now addretted the judges in the 
Turkilh language, which not underflanding, they re- 
queued he would fpeak in Arabic. Don John then, in 
that language, folicited them to permit him to addrefs a 
few words to the queen, which, without hesitation, being 
granted, he immediately afcended the fcaffold, and 
bowing to the judges, walked onwards to the que$n, 
and making a refpe&ful obeifance, fpoke aloud to her , 
majefty, that the judges ought alfo hear his words, in 
the following manner : — 

** By (he terapefts of the fea, illufhious queen, were 
we driven to the coaft of Spain; and being landed at 
Adra, we rode to the Vega, in the hope of engaging 
in combat with fome of the Chriftian knights who we 
learnt made a practice of fcouring the plain ;. we how- 
ever found none ; But a Mooriih gentleman, overtaking 
ijs^ori the toad, gate us tiri accounfof the unjuft 
X % accufation 
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accufation againft your majefty, and that as yet you 
had nominated no champion to defend your caufe ; 
adding, that you had determined "not to entraft your 
defence to the Moors, hut to the Chriftian people. 
Myfelf, and the companions of my journey, are 
Turkifh Janizaries, defcended from Chriftian parents, 
and lamenting the cruel treatment you fuffered, we 
were moved with compaffion^for your innocence, and 
determined to make a proffer of our fervices, and now; 
if your majefty will condefcend to accept them, by the 
honor of knighthood, we fwear to perform our duty 
like men." Whilft Don John was thus addreffing the 
queen, he held her majefty's letter in his hand, and 
let . it drop, unperceived' by the judges, at her feet, 
with the fuperfcription uppermoft. The queen defired 
Selima cautioufly to giye her the paper, and looking on 
it, ftje faw it was the letter fhe had fent to Don John, 
and reife&ingion the prudence of preferving the fecret, 
fhe looked at Efperanza, who was engaged in admira- 
tion of his perfon, but turning to the queen, they in* 
ftantly underftood each other, aod marvelling at hU 
drefs and difguife, the queen, thus replied :— 

i% I was, fignor, awaiting the arrival of a knight, 
who fent me his pledge by letter, to be prefect on this 
day, with three other knights^ his companions, but 
fince the day is fo far advanced, and you and your 
friends are difpofedto engage in my defence, I confider 
myfelf highly obliged by your courtefy/' " \ pledge 
tnyfelf,'* replied Don John, <f to perform every thing 
which the other Cavalier had engaged for, as I hold 
hinvand his companions in no higher efti motion, .than 
jnyfelf and the three knights \a ipy cdnipany. . Be 
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pleafed, therefore, to grant us your pfermiffion to entet 
the lifts." * c 1 freely grant it," replied the queen, 
'* and believe me, noble and virtuous knight, that not 
even in thought or deed am I guilty of what is laid to 
my charge; and you will therefore fight ih perfeft fe- 
.Cttrity." Don John requefted the Judges ivould receive- 
her majefty's appointment, and they Immediately 
Ordered the decree to be drawn up in form, appointing 
thefe knights to be her champions, which- being figned 
with the requifite folemnities, Pon John m&de a low* 
reverence to the queen and the Judges, and defcended 
thefcaffold ; and mounting again on his freed* he cried 
aloud to his friends, " The viftory is our's ! let us 
begin the combat before the day is too fax advanced." 

• The queen's friends entreated the' knights to exert 
the utmoft of the*valour, which their noble appe&rance 
befpoke, in the defence of her raajefty, and which ffcef 
in return made them repeated affurances *o do, and 
4hen efcorting them round the Iquafe to the found of 
drums, trumpets and other inftrumerits, they again 
encouraged them to perform their duty, and when they 
entered the area, the door was clofed* 

Daring the whole of the time, Malique Alabez had 
kept his eyes. on Ponce de Leon* imagining he had 
feenhim before, though he could notVecolledfc where. 
" As Alia lives," exclaimed he to himfeif* ,c Don 
Manuel is transformed into a Turkifti knight, but that 
cannot be neither, for this is no Chriftian, but ? real 
Turk!" Looking at the horfe which Don Manuel rode, 
he recolle&ed him again* having formedy, as we re- 
lated before, had him in his poflefl|on. This made 
his furprize the greater, and he addreflfed an Almoradi 
x 3 gentleman, 
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gentleman, who was placed near him, facing, •' If Ad 
knight on the black horfe is the one I take hfnj to" fee* 
the queen's liberty is certain/' ** You knoW him 1 
fan}" replied the Alraoradi, "who is he?" ■« I 
will tell you that hereafter/' anfwered Alabex* " bud 
at prefent let us pay attention to the combat which jft 
about to commence/ 9 

The knights now dif played their ftraftg and lucid 
fhields ; but before we proceed further in the biftory 
pf the battle, we {hall detain our readers to give them 
an account of the Turkifli drefies which they wore. 
They had on loofe coats of exceeding fine fey blue 
cloth, fringed with gold and fihrer ; their cloaks were 
blue iilk, and their turbans alfo were of filk, curioufly 
wreathed over with gold. On their ereffa ihone a 
golden half-moon* with blue, green, and red plumes. 
The banners of their lances were alfo blue, emblazoned 
with the fame arms as their fhields. Don John Chacon 
bore on his banner a golden Jltur de Us ; and for tjuarter* 
ings on the ftiield, a wolf on a green field, tearing a Moor 
to pieces. Above the wolf, on a blue field, was a 
fieur de lis, and the motto, " For has wickednefe he is 
devoured ;" figtufying that the Moor was torn to pietees 
lor his falfe teftiraonjr againft the ^uoen. 

Don M aftnel bpre 0ff his ihield a lion rampant on a 
whilte field, not chafing? ofr that day to difplay the bars 
pf Arragon. The ,lk>n held a Moor beneath his pa#£, 
with the motto: : 

He merits yet a harder lot, 
Wbo:bafety has the troth forgot, 
fiefeeath a lion's fangs to die, 
1$ rtoUo great barbarity. 
* j On 
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On the banner, which was blue, be bote alfoagoldett 
lion rampant. 

AJoofo de Aguilar did not-on that day bear his lifual 
quartering*, fearing he might be known, but fubftituted 
en his Ihieid, a golden eagle on a white field, with 
extended wings, flying towards heaven, haviiig the 
head of a Moor in his claws, bleeding from the wounds 
made with the eagle's talons. This device Alonfo 
chafe in correfpondence with his name ; and he bort 
for hisjxiotib, 

To heaven I'll lift hitn* that his fall 
May be the greater*-- feed by all j 
For that femorfeiefs cruel deed, 
That guilt, which nothing can exceed. 

On the banner of his lance he alfo bore an eagle, the 
lame as on his fliield. 

"The Alcayde of Los Donceles bore a dagger, the 
haft made of gold, and the point flicking in the head 
of a Moor, which ftfeamed with blood from the wound, 
with this motto in Arabic:— 

The iword's fharp edge lhall foon compel 
The guilty wretch the truth to tell, 
And thus the queen again (hall be 
Reftor'd to life and liberty. 

Very much Were the gentlemen of both parties fur- 
prised to fee the gallant . accoutrements of the foil* 
knights, but ftill more to find their moftos and devices 
correfpond in this manner to each other, whence they 
inferred the knights had concerted together, and were 
exprefsly provided by the queen for her defease ; but 
they greatly marvelled how they could arrive from fo 
x 4 diftant 



d'tftant a country in fa ihort a period of time ; they 
confidercd however the winds atfea might-have favored 
their voyage, and remained contented with the knights 
account of therafelves, without making any farther 
enquiry, and anxioufly awaited the evetat of the bat- 
tle/ The judges alfo were extremely .taken with the 
devices of the champions, and to enjoy a better view 
of them , Muza mounted his horfe, and calling for his 
lance and fhield, in cafe of neceffity, rode into the area, 
leaving his companions on the fcaffold with the queen, 
who, addreffing herfelf ,to Efperanza, enquired if (he 
knew the Cavalier who had afcended to (peak to her* 
" It was," replied Efperanza, " Don John Chacon^ 
who, notwithftanding his great difguife, it was impof- 
fible for me not to know." " Then/' cried the queen, 
" my liberty, and triumph over my enemies are cei> 
tain." f 

Malique Alabez, Gazul, and many other gentlemen, 
the queen's relations, encircled the area, that they 
might be ready fliould any thing occur to require their 
afliltance. The Alcayde of los Donceles now fpurred 
his horfe, and advancing gracefully before his compa- 
nions, rode up to the accufers, and in a loud voice 
addreffed them: '* Declare the caufe which induced 
you to accufe the queen your miftref3, and why you 
•ca£fc fo foul a ftain upon her honor?" " JJecaufe," 
replied Mahomet Zegri, " we faw her with our own 
eyes commit the aft of adultery, and for the honor of 
our king we maintain it.'* The valiant Alcayde 
wrathfully replied, f€ He that maintains it is a villain, 
and no knight, and fince we are in a place where the 
truth fliall be revealed, prepare for battle, traitors as 

you' 
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you are, and you fliall die confeffing the falfehodd o* 
what you have afTeried." And at the fame time he 
gave the Zegri fo fierce a blbw witji the butt of his 
lance, that he felt the vigour of his anh, and hid it, 
been the point he muft have been killed on !?he fpot. 
The Zegri, offended at his words and the rudenefs of 
the blow, wheeled round his fteed thinking i:dwt>ud& 
the Alcayde, but like an experienced warrior, he firft 
retired afide, and then quickly returned >tb engage the 
Moor. The fkirmiih bfcirig tfcui* "jconim^naed', th»e 
trumpets founded the fignal for ia iyteheral battle, a«& 
*he other knights put theicfelvesnn array.- ' : 

It fell to Don Manuel to encounter VithAfiHaftiet; to 
Don Alonfo to be oppofed to Mah&ndon; and to Din johti 
to engage wftfrlfrahandiri ; and eaiih attacking his ad Ver- 
fary a bloody battle enfued. The Modti wtfre-brave, but 
their courage availed them Ifttle, for they had to coil* 
tend with the flower of all C&fttte; however, fetrmiffiteg 
gallantly, they mutually gave sk 1 welK c; as received 
many dreadful blows. Don John Chacon received a 
wound in the thigh, which bled profufely; glowing 
iwith rage at being wounded almoft in the firifc orifet, 
-and his enemy remaining unhurt, he awaited the 
Moot's return to fecond his ftroke, and then attacked 
him with fuch fury, that it fucceeded according to his 
expe&ations; for Mahandin extremely delighted at 
the wound he had given Don John, returned to the 
lure, and with a great ihout exclaimed, " Now Turk, 
<you (hall know whether there are not Gtanadine 
Moors who can fight, and excel all the Cavaliers to 
the world," and with thefe word* he advanced towards 
Don John* who was ready to receive hirp, and when 

he 
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he obferved him come fo rapidly oa, he (purred hi* 
horfe forward, and with prodigious fury the Cavaliets 
met, the like as if two mountains had rulhed againil 
each other. Don John, being mounted on the ftroqgeft 
horfe, bore the rencontre, but the Moor's horfe fell, 
and his rider was badly wounded with the lance. Don 
John was alio wounded, and fo well aimed was the 
blow, that had the iron pierced deeper, it might have 
been of fatal confequepce, as it was in the hollow of 
his fide, but by good fortune the wound wets inconfi- 
derable* a?d the fltin only rased. The Moor was 09 
his feet in an inftant of time, and drawing bis- icimitar* 
he advanced with the intent of difebling Don John's 
horfe* but the Chriilian knight, although be could, wkh 
cafe and fafety to himfelf, have pierced the Moor with 
his lance, would tale no advantage, and nimbly 
leaping from his fteed, he threw afide his lance, and 
drew forth hi? fword ; then fitting his (hkjd firmly to 
his arm he ejpe&ed the attack of hit enemy • A ftefh 
battle was now commenced between them* more fu»- 
rioufly contended than the former, and in which it was 
wonderful to fee the fparks fly from their (hields ; in 
this attack the Moor received two wounds ; when rer 
tiring to recover his breath he again returned to the 
charge, arid Don John, finding himfelf fo fiercely 
afTauked, united bis whole ftrength, .and gave the 
Moor a back ftroke that cleft his fhield, and mortally 
wounded him on the (boulder ; Mahandin was ftaggeted 
with the blow, which nearly deprived him 'of his lenfes, 
when Don Johr* perceiving his advantage, mfhed with 
his fkield upon the Moor, and with his whole fpsce 
threw him to the ground, giving him as he fell a dread- 
ful 
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fill flroke, that nearly fevered lib leg from, his body. 
Seeing be had now gained the vi&ory, Don John 

_ raited his eyes to heaven, and returned thanks to Opd T 
*nd taking up the .fragments of a lance, he leaned oa 
it, as be fuffered much from the' wound in his thigh, 
and retiring to one fide of the Area, he now looked 
round to obferve the fituation of the battle* 

The .queen's trumpet* on the fall of Mahandin, 
founded a flonrilh, infpi ring, the Chriftian* with new 
courage, and filling the Moors with terror, who loft 
all hope of vidony, from fo difattrous a commencement 
of the battle, but they were ftill more terrified by the 
fearful ihrieks which came from a window, where the 
wife and Afters of Mahandin were plaped, wheq. the/ 
few him lay weltering in his gore,*. Th? Reggies or* 
deredthem mftagtly to withdraw,. thaMbey jaiight not 
difcoprage the remaining combatants* 

The fi* Cavalier* owtinued the %bt wffch the frtr 
moft ferocity, makipg. fo igreat ^ noife* that it Itemed 
as if fifty were eagagedj inftead of fo fmall a rittmber. 
Dpn John, who. had remounted his horfe, doubted 
whether he fhould. go to the affiftance of Jus ftteodi 
or retire, and get his wounds drjeffed; but a* .lengths 
fearing his withdrawing might caU the? notice ofUh? 
fpe&a,tors towards him, he flefolyed to ^ wait tbe-c$ft- 
dufion of the battle, .whifh* f(pr ttvo reafons, he traced 
would -not be far diftaitf ; tb$ ijrik beqayfe his coifcjMK 

- nions weTe^fo emipsatly *rav$, i: ^nd tne fecond, H- 
cawfc they fought with juftice on their ,ii^e A and beat* 
v^H r qf r courfe woulrf fevm thero^ Mahando^, madifeft- 
ifig^&b fury to,^ hie brother ftgejtghed lifetefi* on 
*#* «IP# n 4K fnd *lw4 - bftw^i tQr. j¥e0«¥* , ftAdftftld 
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Alonfo de Aguilar, and defired he might eeafe tbe 
combat with him, and take vengeance of the Cavalier, 
who had (lain his brother. " Decide your battle, with 
me firft," replied Don Alonfo," your brother died 
like a man, and you will foon follow him : the blood 
of the Abencerrages and the queen's injuries cry out 
loudly againft you." Uttering this, Don Alonzo at- 
tacked Mahandon moft vigoroufly, and gave him a 
wound on the fide. The Moor then wheeled round, 
and threw his lance at Don Alonzo, who feeing it 
whizzing through the air, bent his body to efcape the 
blow, and at the fame time checked his fteed; but 
though he efcaped being wounded himfelf, he could 
not avoid the lance piercing his hotfe's flank, with 
fuch force, that it made its appearance on the other 
fide of the' animal. The horfe pranced and reared 
moft furioufly, and the utirioft' ftrength of the bridle 
was infufficieht to reftrain him ; Don Alonfo. finding 
the horfe become quite ungovernable, refolved to 
throw himfelf from off his bade, notwithftanding the 
'rifle he fliould run from hifiT opponent remaining oft 
horfeback, but trailing in God, he vaulted from his 
feat, and immediately drew his fword. The Zegries 
and Goineles were bverjoyed at the ftrait to which 
their relation had reduced the fttanger, and feeing htm 
ori foot, thgy looked on him as already vanquished. 
'Mahandon's joy was alfo fo' unbounded, that riding 
up to him, he Exclaimed, €C Now then you (hall atone 
•fdr the death of my brother,- fihee you have prevented 
me from taking vengeance of his? cleftroyer,*' atadfpur- 
ling his horfe, he .made a cut at him with his fchhiifrr; 
Don Aloozo remained fixed to the fpot, where he 
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flood till the moment Mahandon came near him, and 
then, with wonderful agility, he fprang on one fide ; t 
leaving Mahandon to gallop on in his courfe, without 
having done him the flighted injury : three times did 
Mahandon renew the fame attempt, and by the like 
ftratagem his endeavour was rendered abortive, Don 
Alonzo then advifed him to alight, if he defired to 
fave his life, and which the Moor confidering good 
advice for bim to adopt, jumped from his fteed, ex- 
claiming,. " peradventure you have thus counfelled me 
to your own bane ?" — " If I gave it as advice,' 1 cried 
Don Alonzo, " it was that you might receive the. 
death you merit ;— the world is too good for fuch 
traitors !" Furioufly now did Alouzo attack Maban- 
don, and for full half an hour did they fight, wounding 
each other in all parts, without any material advan- 
tage being gained by. either of them, 

Don Alonzo, vexed the battle fhould continue fo 
long, approached the Moor, and raifing bis arm with 
the feeming intention of wounding him on the head, 
whiift he haftened to ward the blow, fuddenly drew 
back his arm, and gave him a deep wound on the 
thigh, even to the very bone. The Moor deceived 
and defperately wounded, made a dreadful blow at 
his opponent, which cleft his helmet in twain, and gave 
him a contufion on the head, which, but for his extra- 
ordinary fpirit would have thrown him fenfelefs on the 
ground, and deprived him of following up the advan- 
tage he had gained, but Don Alonzo's courage was fo 
invincible that he never bowed to fatigue, and in an 
inftant recovering himfelf, and being angered to find 
bfs face cpvered with Wood, he dealt in, return fo 
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weighty a blow at the Moor that neither fhfeld nor 
coat of mail could refift its violence, but were entirely 
cut through, and the fword deeply buried in the breaft 
©f the proud M abandon, who having already loft a 
cohfiderable quantity of blood from the wound in his 
thigh, had no ftrength left to continue the fight, and 
thus fell flat to the ground. When Don Alonzo few 
him fail, he haftened to cut off his head, but finding 
him ready to expire, he left him to himfelf, and gave 
God thanks for the victory he had gained* Don 
Alonzo now (launched the wound he had received on 
the head with his turban, and on lookiilg rouiid for 
Bis horfe and feeing him lay dead, he feized Mahan- 
don's, and having mounted him, joined Don John 
Chacon, who congratulated him on his vidfcory. 

The queen's raufic agafn founded to the great diftrefs 
of the Zegries ; when it ceafed the people turned their 
eyes on the remaining combatants, Ponce de Leon and 
Ali Hamet were contending on foot, their horfes being 
completely wearied ; brifkly ftiey fought, wounding 
each other on all fides, and cutting their armour to pieces 
with fword and fcimitar, as the blood that flowed from 
their wounds abundantly proved. Don Manuel was 
wounded in two places, and the Mbor in five, but their 
fpirrts remained equally undaunted; Ponce de Leon 
Eaving, however, tearnt his antagonift's mode of fight- 
ing, was prepared againfthis art, and feeing that Don 
John and Don Alonfo had already conquered their ad- 
verfaries, and that the Alcayde of Los Donceles was 
alfp in a fair way of fubduing his, he gathered new 
flrength, and angered witii himfelf for not having al- 
ready triumphed over his opponent, he drew near Ha-. 
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met, and gave him fo fierce a ftroke on the head, (hat 
in fpite of the fhield raifed in his defence, the helmet 
tfas fplit, and' Hamet received a wound that brought 
him fenfeltfs to the ground ; recovering in an inftant, 
and dreading Ieaft his adverfary fliould follow up the 
blow, Ali Hamet gathered ftrength from his weaknefs, 
and eager for vengeance fprung on his feet, and raifing 
his fcimitar gave Don Manuel an ineffe&ual blow on 
the Ihoulder, which at the fame time coft the Moor his 
life, as in return he received afecond wound in the head, 
clofe to the firft, that felled him to the earth, covered 
with blood, and he expired immediately. 

The queen's trumpets again founded triumphantly 
for this further fuccefi, and Don Manuel, remounting^ 
his horfe, joined the other two victorious Cavaliers, 
who as he approached; exclaimed, •' praifed be God for 
given you the viftory over that cruel Pagan !** 

Whoever had viewed the countenance of the beaute- 
ous Sultana, would have difcovered her joy at beholding 
her enemies thus fucceffively annihilated, and fatisfied 
liow certain her triumph was, Ihe exclaimed to Selima 
land Efperanza: •* If Don John's fame is great, his 
friends are equally brave, fince they have conquered the 
boldeft Moors of the kingdom of Granada.'* " Did' I 
i>et affure your majefty," replied Efperanza, " that 
Don John had the nobleft of friends, 3'ou will admit I 
told you no untruth ?" ** Drop the converfation," cried 
Selima, " the judges may overhear you, and let us at- 
tend to the laft Cavalier, whofe combat draws near its 
^onclufion; — 

Mahomet Zegri and the Alcayde of Los Doncelea 
continued to fight with as gfeat fury as at the com- 
mencement 
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raencement of the battle, and though many wound* had 
been given and received, no figns of fear appeared oil 
either fide. The Moor, indeed, fought with unparal- 
leled ferocity, feeing that his.firft coufyi and jtbe two 
Gomeles were flain, and that he was himfelf in equal, 
danger, he contended like a man in defpair, reflc&ing 
on the infamy he had incurred, and ftill more on the 
failure of his fchetnes. Iri frenzy he dealt his blows to * 
the right and to the left without method, hoping to 
give his enemy a chance wound, that might determine 
the combat, apd if be could compafs his death, the tri- 
umph of his adversaries would be Idfened, inafawich as 
one of their number had fallen in the battle* 

But though Mahomet Z6gri fought in this deter* 
mined manner, the Alcayde of Lo& Donceles was be- 
yond his match, both in ftrength and a&ivity. His 
friends had already atchieved the palm of vi&ory, and 
were repofing after their toils, but his battle feemed as 
yet only commenced, his enemy being thoroughly 
, verfed in the art of fingie' combat, and the Alcayde re- 
flecting that the eyes of ail the fpe&ators were turned 
upon him, and that they might confider him inferior to 
his oompanious, as he was fo long fubduing his adver- 
sary, he fixed his eye upon his foe, and fpurred his 
horfe rapidly againfl: him, when the Ihock, was fo great 
that both th^ riders came to the ground, though neither 
of them w$s wounded. In ah inftant they were on- 
their feet, and attacking each other with drawn fwords,. 
the vigour of their blows, which correfponded to the- 
'valour of their hearts, was mutually felt. The Moor t 
however, injured not the Alcayde fo much as he was 
injured, for the Alcaydejsarmour was of fuch fuperior 
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puaof,^hat the Moor's fcimitar could hardly penetrate k, 
whilft the Alcayde's fword, feconded by his invincible 
arm, cut through. every thing that was oppofed to its 
ftroke, and never failed to infli& a wound ; the Zegri' 
difcovering his inferiority fti this refpeft, and confiding 
in his ftrength, with redoubled fury caught the Al- 
cayde in his arms, who was not difpleafed at this mode 
of attack, and firmly grafpingthe Moor in return, they 
began to wreftle, and endeavour to throw each other, 
but they were rooted like two oaks, and their mutual 
efforts were ineffe&ual. The Zegri was of fo large a . 
make and fizethathe feemed a giant, and exerting all 
.his ftrength, he endeavoured to throw his adverfary to 
the ground ; but though he often made the attempt, he 
found itwasimpoffible: at length the Alcayde, perceiv- 
ing his defign, drew forth a poniard, and gave him three 
wounds under the left arm, fo deep, that the Moor, feel- 
ing mortally wounded, flirieked aloud, and drawing a 
dagger gave the Alcayde two wounds, but as the wea-. 
pon was broad at the point, it fcarcely pafied his coat of 
mail, and the wounds were inconsiderable. The Al- 
cayde then gave the Moor another wound on the left 
flank, which terminated the battle, as the Zegri imme- 
diately fell to the ground, bleeding at all parts of his 
body. When the Alcayde beheld his enemy over- 
thrown, he knelt upon his breaft, and railing his. arm, 
exclaimed, " acknowledge yourfelf vanquifhed, apd 
confefs the truth, and I will not deftroy you." 

The wretched Zegri finding himfelf moft grievoufly 
wounded, and in the power of his adverfary, replied, 
*' you have no need to repeat the blow t the laft was 
fijflicient to fend fo great a traitor as my felf out of the 
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world, and as you defire it, I will declare th« truth. 
Know then, th^t the Abeucerrages having flain feveral 
pf the Zegri lineage, and oflfended others, and being at 
the fame time greatly in favor with the king, the whole 
of the Zegri race wa§ at a lafs in what manner tq 
avenge themfelves. I therefore devifed the plan that 
was executed, and the Abencerrages were the guiitlfft 
viftims : the queen is likewife innocent of every thing 
which has been laid to her charge, J accufed her wrong? 
fully, as I now mqftfolemnly declare the truth ; I have 
arrived at a period when diffimulatiop is qf no further 
avail, and I lament what I have done, as it has been the • 
occafion of fo many deaths, and fuch great difhonor 
to her majefty." 

This cqiifeflion of Mahomet ^egri was heard by 
mt*ny of both parties, but that all poffible juftice might, 
be done to the queen's innocence, the other judges were 
required to attend and affift in taking the confeffion pf 
the dying Moor ? Muza being at the time within the. 
area, when Mahomet Zegri again, repeated his con* ' 

feffion in the prefence of all the judges, and immediately 
after expired. j 

The queen's rrjufic now founded in ftrains of the 
bigheft harmony , celebrating the yi&ory of the ftranger$ 
over the perfidious traitors, and her majefty's honor re- 
stored to its former luftre, while ihrieks and lamenta* 
tions were heard to proceed from the wives and rela? 
tipns of the flain Zegries. The vi&qrioqs Cavaliers 
#ere efcorted from the place of battle by the nobility of \ 
lihe queen's party, and when they entered the royal- pre* 
fence, (for the queen was by this time feated again. in; 
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Iter Kttet,} they enquired whether her majefty had ^ay 
farther command for their ferv ice. 

The queen replied, they had, in wiping the ftaia from 
ber honor, done every thing her heart could wifh for, 
tut (he lhould be gratified if they would accompany 
her tathe Alhambra, andfuffer their wounds to be exa- 
miQed; the knights gladly accepted the offer, and pro- 
ceeded to the Alhambra, the m»fiq playing before then* 
$s they left the.fqyare. 

With fearful cries the Zegries and Gomeles bore 
away the bodies of their vanquiihed friends, refolving' 
to quarrel with the oppofite party, and to put the ftrangers 
to death, though they did not at that time make the at- 
tempt, as they were divided among themfelves into two 
powerful factions. The Christian knights, on account 
pf this divifion anjongibe Zegries and Gomeles, ax- 
jived at the queen's palace without moleftation, where 
iheir wounds were examined and dreffed by the mod 
ikilful furgeons; the knights, during their Hay at the pa? 
lace, keeping their arms at hand, to be upon their guard* 
againft any finifter attack that might be made upon 
$hem. After they had partaken of the magnificent fup* 
per, which was provided for their entertainment, the 
<4jueen, Selima, and Efperanza entered the hall* and af- , 
ter difcourfing on the. late troubles in Granada, *nd the 
^eathof the Abencerrages, the queen drew near Dom 
John Chacon, and addreffed him as follows :-*• 

" Xhe all-powerful Creator and Redeemer of man?- 
kiqd give you health and long life, and reward you fqjr 
the good work you have done, in liberating an unfor>- 
fyipate queen from an infamous and dilhonorabie death; 
ft «r^s the will of God that you fhould be the ioftrumeut 
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of my deliverance, and while life remains, I (hall re- 
member the obligation I owe -you, and glacjly devote it 
to your fervice. It is my earneft wifh to be, baptized, 
and believe me, when I affure you, the major part of our 
nobility are alfo defirous of becoming Chriftians, antf 
only wait the opportunity of king Ferdinand declaring 
war, to exert tbemfelves openly in his favor. A plan 
to this effe<9: was concerted before the departure of the 
Abencerrages, and when you return home, ydu will do 
well to entreat your king to fummon his troops to the 
field. I have now only to requeft to know, ' who the 
three Cavaliers are to whom I am alfo fo greatly in- 
debted?" 

" Excellent Sultana," replied Don John, " the 
knights who have done me the favor to accompany me, 
are Don Alonfo de Aguilar, lord of the houfe of Agui- 
lar, Don Manuel Ponce de Leon, and Don Diego Fer- 
nandez de Cordova, gentlemen of the higheft reputa- 
tion, as no doubt the voice of fame has already informed 
you." " Certainly it has," replied the queen, " they 
have often entered our Vega, and taken niany valuable 
fpoils, their names and a&ions are well known, though by 
the Turkifti garb they now wear they have efcaped the 
knowledge of out people; it was, indeed, amoft excel- 
lent device. I fhould ill requite the fervice $iey have 
rendered me, if I did not inperfon return them niy ac- 
knowledgments for the obligation I owe them," x 

The queen then approached the Cavaliers, and af- 
fured them feparately of the very high fenfe (he enter- 
tained of the fignal fervice they had rendered her, and 
added, (he trufted in God, fome day to have it in her 
power to convince them of her gratitude. ". Let your 
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htghne&," faid the Alcayde of Los Dfcncelefc, fpeaking 
for himfelf and his companibtis c< confider your ac- 
knowledgments as wholly belonging to Don John, we 
.have performed but a fmall part of the fervice we fliould 
gladly render you." " Many thanks," replied the 
queen, " for your further kindnefs ; my obligations in- 
deed are infinite* heaven reward you with happinefs ! 
and as the hour of repofe draws nigh, I will retire and 
give dire&ions for your entertainment. " The qyeen 
then took her leave of the knights, and fpoke to her 
uncle Moraiceil to be on the guard againft the Zegries 
and Gomeles, Who, flie feared, would attempt to re- 
venge the death of their friends. Approving the ad- 
vice, Moraiceil fpoke to Muaa, who appointed a hun- 
dred gentlemen to guard the palace and the ftreet, and 
fortunate it was the queen advifed the precaution to be 
taken, for the Zegries had a&ually concerted a plan to 
fnrround the palace, and deftroy the noble knights, but 
finding the avenues fo well guarded, they defifted from 
attempting to put their plan into execution, and when 
they found the troops were of Muza's appointing, 
they burnt with rage, as he was beyond the reach 
of their power, to glut their revenge on him. 

The following morning the Cavaliers agreed to fet 
out betimes on their return, that king Ferdinand might 
not difcover their abfence. Signifying their intention 
to the queen, and requefting her permiffion to depart. 
" How is this, gentlemen," fhe exclaimed, " wounded 
- and fatigued as you are, that you (hould think of fet- 
ting out on your journey ? I can on no account con- 
fent to it;— perhaps you are not accommodated to 
your liking ?"—* f Let not your.majefty think fo," 
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(aid Don John, •* as it is material that we rehifn home 
without delay."— Cf If fo," replied the qiieen, " I 
will not detain you. Go with the bleffing of God, 
and retain me in your remembrance, and of all things 
engage your king to undertake the war againft Gra- 
nada." This the Cavaliers promifed to perform, and 
the furgeons baring again dreffed their wounds, they 
put on their armour, and took leave of the queen, Sev 
lima, Efperanza, and Moraiceil, all of wham could 
not refrain from ihedding tears at their departure. 

Muza, Malique Alabez, Gazul, and above two hun- 
dred Moorifli gentlemen, accompanied them half a 
league on the Malaga road, but, fo foon as they left 
them, the knights took the route to Caftife, travelling 
with great expedition, till they entered the Chriftiafr 
territories, where they learnt that the king then held his 
court at Ezija : proceeding t* Talavera the knights 
were joined by-their attendants, and after remaining 
there eight days under cure of their wounds, they 
rode forward to Ezija, and requefted his majeftyVper- 
miffion to retire to their eftates. The knights were no 
foonerfet at eafe on their eftates, than they concerted 
an expedition agsunft Alhama, taking every poffibfe 
meafure to enfure fuccefs, as it was a city remarkable 
for its ftrength. Many foldiers flocked to their ftan- 
gard, and a general affault was made on the city, but 
here we (hall leave them fighting, and return to Gra* 
nada, sts the war of Athama is not the principal con* 
cern of our hiftory. 
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CHAP. XVL 

Attempt of the Moors to retake Mhqma.—Kirtg Mu+ 
hyrkqfcems imprifonifnent in Marcia* and his Son's 
in Andalujia* 

JL HE Sultana lamented the clSparttire of her noble 
trhampions, and would h£ve willingly accompanied 
ihem, had (he not feared it might have been the fig* 
nal of frefh tumult in the city ; but if the queen felt 
■^ny concern for their departure, how much more did 
•the Zegries and Gomeles feel for the death of their 
relations, arid the impdffibility of their no\v avenging 
'tfcetfi. The aggreffor always confiders himfelf the 
injured party: and thus did the Zegries and Gomeles 
confider themfelves, and concealing their fentiments, 
they panted for the hour of retribution. 

When the little king heard of the death of the falfe 
fyitneffes, and the confeffion of Mahomet Zrgri ; the 
horrible confpiracy, in all its atrocity* flood unveiled 
before him, and enraged with himfelf he knew not 
what to do. His guilty blindnefs and difhonourable 
treatment of the queen ; the death of the Abencerrages, 
arid the aggravated injuftice he had committed againft 
that lineage, in banifhing them from the city, which 
was the caufe of their becoming Chri&ians* and for 
T 4 .' -whith 
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which all Grartada abhorred him, and even bis fathetf 
fought to deprive him of his kingdom and his life* 
ftrongly reproached him for his mifcohduft, while re- 
fle£Ung on his repeated cfirhes, lie nearly loft his 
fenfes, curfing the Zegries for their evil counfel, and 
equally condemning himfelf for having fallowed it: 
with the bittereft tears he bewailed his misfortune*, 
cohfidering himfelf the mod wretched monarch in the 
world ; nor did he even dare to (hew the leaft figrr of 
vengeance, fo greatly did he ftand in awe of the Ze- 
gries and Gomeles. Happy had he been if the queen 
Sultana would have returned to his affe&ion, but had 
fhe been fo inclined, her relations would not have per- 
mitted it. He entreated Muza to endeavour to foften 
her refentment and procure her pardon, and to urgp 
his fincere contrition and intreaty that (he would con- 
fent to live with him again. Muza made the requeft, 
as de fired, but he could not obtain the leaft conceflkm, 
and was compelled to return to the king with her j>o~ 
fitive denial. Finding it in vain to expe& a reconci- 
liation with the queen, he endeavoured to regain the 
good opinion of the citizens and nobility, and by thefe 
means he daily acquired new friends* He apologized 
to every one for the atrocioufnefs of his own deeds, by 
laying the fault on the inftigators, whofe wickednefe 
had ultimately fallen on their own beads, and promifed 
that all Granada fhould witnefs his amendment,- and 
that what had paft fhould be a warning to him how to 
treat his fubje&s with mercy and juftice for the future. 
As king Bbabdil was the right heir in fucceffion to the 
kingdom* many of the nobility, and the greater part 
of the common people, returned to his obedience. But 
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the Alraohadies, and their party, and the Alaoeces*, 
Gazules, and their friends, would pay him no fub« 
miffion whatever, devoting themfelves to the old king 
and the governor Abdallah, his brother. 

At this time king Muley-hafcem, who was remark- 
able for his courage, and yet retained his bodily vi- 
gour, fet on foot an excurfion to the kingdon of Mur- 
cia, and many foldiers joined his ftandard, under the 
prpmife of good pay. Having raifed a body of two 
thoufand horfe and foot, he left the city, and pauing 
through Vera, marched by the fea coaft, to avoid 
Lorca, and Tallying forth at Almazarron, he advanced 
to Murcia, where he ravaged the field of Sangonera, 
and took many captives. Don Pedro Faxardo, Lieu- 
tenant general of Murcia, affembled all the troops he 
could colled together to oppofe him, and upon the 
heights of Azud, on the feftival of St. Francis, an 
obftinate and bloody battle was fought, but at length, 
by the valour of Don Pedro and the Murcians, the 
% Moors were routed, and their king taken prifoner. 
The Moors fled in every dire&ion, and b aliened in the 
greateft confternation to Granada, where the difafter 
was immediately publifhed, to the great forrow of Its 
inhabitants. Abdallah alone rejoiced at his brother's 
, imprifonment, thinking the intire government of the 
kingdom would devolve to him. In this expe&ation 
he dif patched a letter to Don Pedro, inviting him to 
, imprifon his brother for life, and propofing in return . 
for his fo doing, to deliver up to him the poffeffionof 
the cities of Velez el Blanco and el Rubio, Xiquena 
and Tirieza: but Don Pedro, detefting his treachery, 
refufed to accept his offer, and acquainted the king 
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tod tiie captives with the propofal.and gave them theif 
liberty. When they returned to Granada, they founi 
Abdallah in the poffeffion of the Alhambra, which he 
had obtained the poffeffion of, by affertirig the old 
king had committed it to his charge. Provoked at the 
falfehood of Abdallah, and ftill more at the treachery 
he pra&ifed againft his liberty, Muley-hafcem retired 
to the Albaycin, where he and his queen remained for 
a (hort time. Muley-hafcem's mother, an old lady of 
more than eighty .years of age, in return for the 
Lieutenant Don Pedro's generofity, fent him ten thou-* 
fand doubloons, which he declined to accept, defiling 
ihe would prefent them to her fon, to enable him to 
make war againft his brother. Charmed with Dort 
Pedro's generofity, Ihe then fent him a valuable pre* 
fent of jewels, and twelve noble horfes richly capari* 
foned, which Don Pedro received. In. a few days 
after Muley-hafcem' s return, Abdallah, not imagining 
the king knew any thing of the letters he had fent to 
Don Pedro Faxardo, voluntarily quitted the Alhambra * 
and permitted his brother to return into the poffeffion 
of it. Muley-hafcem diffembling the knowledge of 
his brother's treachery, filently awaited the hour 
of revenge, and the better to fecure a favorable oppor* 
tunity, he permitted the adminiftration of the public 
concerns to remain as ufual in the hands of his brother. 
This Muley-hafcem was alfo called *E1 Zagal and 

Guadali, 

• It is erroneoufly faid by M. Floriaa, and likewife in 1 hiftory 
of Spain, published by Kearfley, tbat Muley-hafcenTs brother, 
Abdallah, was named £1 Zagal, (an Arabic word, figoifying the 
Jhepherd.) 
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GuadaH, but his proper iiame was Muley-hafceiri. Anu 
account of tbe battle he fought, and his imprifonmertf # 
related by the MoorKh hiftorian, may be read in the 
chapel of the Marquiffes of Los Velez, in the cathedral 
church of Murcia, on the tomb of Don Pedro Faxafdo, 
where thefe events are recorded. 

But to return to our hiftory, king Muley-halbem, 
refenting the treacherous defigns of his brother, made 
his will, wherein after h : s death he bequeathed the 
throne to his fon, and ordered Abdatlah to be driven 
from the kingdom, in cafe he pretended to afiutne the 
government to himfelf ; and as he knew many of the 
Almoradies and Marines were devoted to his .party, he 
alfo, m fuch cafe, commanded his adherents to be lik$- 
wife baniftied. This will made by Muley-hafcem, in 
the moment of his refentmeht, in the fequel, occafioned 
great diffentions in the city, and a renewal of the civil 
wars. 

Muley-hafcem was thus again feated in the Alham- 
bra* and Granada was once more under the ^dminif- 
tration of its two kings, and the governor ; but civil 
contentions {till prevailed amongft them, and the Al- 
moradies and Marines endeavoured, by every means 
in their power, to deprive king Boabdil of the throne, 
hut they were unable to effefi their defign, as he 
was generally acknowledged the rightful heir to the 
kingdom, and was fupported by the Zegrjes, Go* , 
mel^s, and a ftrong party. And, on the other hand, 
king Boabdil fought every opportunity to injure his 
uncle, and obtain his- expulfion from all admhuftratioa 
in the government, but this he was alfo unable to ef- 

fe<a # 



( 332 ) 

fe&, as he was himfelf held in the greateft detefta- 
tion by many of the principal nobility of the city. 

As king Boabdil was one day riding through the city 
for his recreation, attended by the Zegries and other 
gentlemen, the alarming news was brought him of 
the taking of the city of Alhama by the Chriftians, 
which nearly diftra&ed him, as, from its vicinity, 
Granada was in continual danger, fo long as it re- 
mained in the hands of the Chriftians, from their in- 
roads and excursions. In a rage he flew the meffenger 
who brought the news, and haftening to the fquare 
before the Alhambra, he ordered an alarm to he 
founded ; but to avoid repetition, we (hall here intro- 
duce the recording ballad:— 

As the Moortfh king Boabdil, 

Gently to divert his care. 
From th f Elvira gate was riding 

To the Bibarrambla fquare. 

Alas! Alas Alhama! 

Letters come that flout Alhama 

By furprize the Chriftians gain ; 
Furious are they torn to pieces, 
, Furious is the courier flam. 

Alas! Alas Alhama! 

From his mule he then alighted, 
Mounting on a powerful.fteed, 

Through the Zacatin afcended, 

And did to th' Alhambra fpeed. 

Ala*! Alas Alhama! 

• When 
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When lie came to the Alharnbra, 
Then he bid the trumpets found, 

That the Moors of all Granada 

And the plain might haften round, 
Alas ! Alas Alharaa ! 

When the Moors of fair Granada 

Heard thefe warlike rude alarms, 

Singly and in pairs together 

Great the troops that met in arms. 
Alas! Alas Alhama! 

Thus an ancient Moor addrefs'd him, 
Thus he fpoke, 'twas heard by all : 

W Wherefore king have you thus call'd us, 
x «« Why this ftrange and fudden call ?" 
Alas ! Alas Alhartia ! 

. •• Friends, it grieves me to inform you 
" Of a new and fad difgrace, 
f c Chriftians bold have won Alhama, 
" Chriftians of a noble ra<?e." 

Alas ! Alas Alhama ! 

Thus a reverend Imam anfwer'd, 

With long beard, and head quite grey : 

** King you have a good employment, 

V Well you have, and well you riiay, 
Alas ! Al?s Alhama ! 
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*' King you flew th* Abencerrages, 
€< Of our city flew the flow'r ; 

* ' Runagates of fain'd Cordova, 
" Chuflng jthefe in evil hour- 
Alas! Alas Albania! 

.'• And you merit fierce cbaftizeraent, 

" Double lofs and double pain ; 
99 Not Granada, not your kingdom, 

M Not your life fhall long retrain." 
Alas! Alas Alhaxna ! 

This ballad was fo dolorous in the origniaai Arabic 
language, th# every time it was fung, it a&ed as an 
incitement to grief and defpair, and for this reafon it 
was at length finally prohibited in Granada. 

When the king found he had affembled a conficLerable 
body of troops, he haftened to Alhama, in order to re* 
take it from the Chriftians, who had made themfelve$ 
matters' of the city, the caftle, and all the forts. A 
„ great fkirmifti took place between, the Chriftians an<J 
the Moors, in \yhich more than thirty of the Zegries 
fell by the hands of the Chriftian Abencerrages,' up^ 
wards of fifty of whom were prefent at this battle, 
tinder the command of the marquis of Cadiz. In fhort f 
the Mpors were totally routed, and the king, without 
gaining the leaft advantage, was compelled to retire. 
A few days after king B6abdil ordered fcaling ladders? 
to be provided, and upon a very dark night he attempted 
to retake Alhama by furprife; a few Moors entered 
by this means, but the moment they were difcpvered, 
the alarm was given, and all thofe iyho were taken 
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within the city, were cut to pieces. The king then, 
returned greatly difappointed, and in grief and vexa- 
tion iffued his orders for feizing the Alcayde of Alhama, 
who had retired to the houfe of a relation at Loxa, the 
Alcayde of that fortrefs. 

In- vain did the Alcayde plead ltfs m^jefty's leave of 
abfence to attend the nuptials of a filler at Antequera, 
whofe hand Rodrigo de Narvaez, its Alcayde, gave 
^way in marriage, and that he had been allowed eight 
days more than he requefted ; acfding, that if the king 
had loft Alhama, he alfo had loft his wife and children ; 
the excufe however was not admitted, $nd he wa$ 
feized and carried to Granada, and there beheaded, as 
the following baHad will relate* 

" Mpor Alcayde, Moor Alcayde, 
" Of the downy beard, I bring 

f ' News difaftrpus, I muft feize you, 
" So commands Granada's king* 

* f For the lpfs of fair Alhama, 

" Muft thy head the forfeit be ; 

*' High upon th' Alhambra's turrets, 
€i Qthers fhall the warning fee/* 

^ Cavaliers and worthy nobles," 
Thus th' Alcayde ftrait reply'd, 

ff Tell the king he has no reafon 
v For Albania's lofs to chide. 
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u For I was at Antequera, 

" To a filler's nuptial's call'd; 

*' Woe betide thpfe hateful nuptials 

•' That have me and mine enthrall'd! 

" I had firft the king's permiffion^ 
•' Elfe I never there had been, 

" Three whole weeks he pleas' d to give me^ 
" Days I did but aik ^fifteen. 

€ * That Albania's taken grieves me, 
•' But let not my fovereign blame* 

" For if he has loft his city, 

" I, alas ! have loft my fame, 

" Lpft my wife and loft my children, 

" -All I lov'd in one fad hour, 
€€ % Loft a daughter, none fo. lovely, 
* " Never bloom'd a fairer flow'r. 

#< By fair Cadiz* noble marquis, 

" She's a captive highly priz'd, 

" Sums I offer'd for her ranfom, 
" But the offer was defpis'd. 

" This the anfvver that he fent me, 
€< That a Chriftian Ihe became, 
," Call'd Maria of Alhama— 

" Fatima her Moorilh name." 
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Now they brought him to Granada* 
Where" the king took off bis head, 

And on the Alhambra plac'd it, 

There to Hand a common dread* 

PunUhment being thus infli&ed on the Alcayde* 
fome of the nobility began to remark that it was the 
duty of the king's uncle to make fome excurfion, to 
revenge the lofs of the city of Alhama* or td take 
fome other method of regaining their credit by dif- 
treffing the Chriftians, to which Abdallah replied, he 
had enough to do in pTeferving the tranquillity of the 
city ; and not one of his fa&iQn would join in adopting 
any jneafures againft the Chriftians, which induced 
many Cavaliers to go over to his nephew's party, and 
even the Aiabeces, Gazules, Vanegas> and Aldoradines* 
in a manner ceafing their former hatred, united with 
the Zegries in their arguments againft Abdallah and his 
party, but as Abdallah perfifted in making this excufe, 
the Almoradies and Marines, who were the only Cava- 
liers that paid him allegiance, alfo continued to make 
the fame, upon which Malique Alabez, rifing in a great 
fury* upbraided them with cowardice in not performing 
their duty againft the Chriftians, and for having raifed 
a man of no merit or valour to the crown, without the 
leaft pretenfions of title to it. The Almoradies, firing 
at thefe reproachful words, feized their fwords* and 
drew them againft the Aiabeces, who, affifted by the 
Gazules, attacked the Almoradies in return fo furioudy* 
• that in a fhort time more than thirty of them were 
flain, and many of the Aiabeces and their friends. In 
this manner fa&ions daily enereafed in the city, and 
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ftreams of blood were fpilt ; the Almoradies at length 
were worfted, and obliged to retire to the Albaycin. 
The two kings now fallied forth to favor their different 
parties, and both of them would, hare perifhed in the 
crjnfliA, had not the priefts, and many of the nobility, 
interpofed, and Muza alfo arriving at the fame time 
with a troop. of horfe, the *tumult was patified, wheft 
an Alfqui, or prieft, made the following oration in 
Arabic, in the fquare of the Bibarrambla :— 

•' 'Gatnfl: your own bowels, noble Granadines* 
99 You turn the cruel unrelenting fword. 
•• What fury drives you to the horrid deed ? 
",No more you fight againft the Chriftian chiefs, 
t 44 No more defend your towns and fbrtreffes, 
€f But your own blood in bittereft rancour fpill ; 
€t Atrocious and abominable guilt ! 
€t Do you not fee the folly of the deed, 
tf And how unworthily you keep the laws 
'* Of Mahomet, your prophet, fent by God, 

lb 

• It is evident from this part of the hiftory, that the Almoradies 
were not in concert with Muza, the Alabeces, Gazuies, Vanegai, 
and Aldoradines, to deliver up the city to king Ferdinand $ if it 

• had been fo, the Alabeces would not have upbraided them for re* 
fining to fight the Chriftians, but Gines Perez relates, that the 
Almoradies, as well as the Alabeces, page 276 of the -Englifh 
tranflation, wrote to the different Alcaydes, their relations, inviting 
them to furrender the fortreffes in their charge. This is mentioned, 
leaft any perfon comparing this tranflation with the original, mould- 
deem it inaccurate. The Englim.tranflatot has round it neoelary 
to beat confiderable paint in concfting errors of th* SpanjJh prtfi, 

>ito the proper namei. 
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" l^o teach you due obedience to hid word ? 

" Wherefore do you perform it then fo ill ? 

** Wherefore againft each other riiadly rage, 

" And fteep your f words in friend's and kindred's 

blood, 
*' Deftroying your affiifted fc&untry ? Look! 
** Every ftreet and every fquare proclaims 
*• Your baneful tumults ; never a day but death 
%c Has made a fatal havock and deftroy'd 
** Some of out nobleft barons ; fcarce ev'n one 
ic Remains to lead you forth to victory, 
tf Or take an honorable charge at home. 
€€ Do you not fee, with what malignant joy, 

• * The Chriftian foe beholds the cruel ftorms, 
*' Tour difcord tod inceffant fa&ions raife? 

•* Storms that aire heavy, and muft ruin all. 

• " For love of Mahomet exalt your arms 

*' Againft the Chriftian ftandard. Let not thus 
%t Your land be wafted by continual ravage, 
•' And the fair city of Granada loft. 
*' Even now methinks its walls are overturn^, 
* f Its gates are broken, and its forts deftroy'd. 
M O ! ere if be too late, my friends, refleft ! 
*• Through your own civil and^ intemperate wars* 
*' Let not your fair Alhambfa tamely bow 
«« To Chriftian lords : its glory then fhall fall, 
•' Its golden tow'rs bend proftrate to the ground £ 
* f Its coftly baths of alabafter formed, 
**• Where your kings recreate, (hall be no more. 
,€f Let not the ancient ftandard of wrought gold, 
«' That came vi&orioufly from Africa, 

• * Become a prey to haughty Ferdinand. 

z * V Unite 
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9 • Unite and let not tbefe divifions reign, 
" If vou again renew them all is loft. 
•' The people not in union with themfelves 
" Are eafily o'ercome, and foon made (laves. 

" Thefe arguments I think may lead you all 
*' To league in friendfhip and forget the paft : 
*' Therefore I add no more, but on the point 
4 ' Againft the Chriftians turn your conquering arras, 
" And with each other live in amity : 
" So Mahomet commands* and he is right.** 

The tumult being at length appeafed by thefe and 
the like arguments, and the city again reftored to 
tranquillity, the Little King, defirous of making an 
excurfion into the Chriftian territories, railed a great 
body of horfe and foot, refolving to perilh, or revenge 
the lofs of Alhama. With this intention he left Gra- 
nada, determined not to halt till he had entered far 
into Andalufia, and had either feized many fpoils, or 
furprifed fome considerable town. Marching on till he 
came within a league and a half of Lucena, he there 
formed his troops into three battalions, leading the^ 
firft himfelf. The command of the fecond battalion 
he gave to an Aiguazil Major; and of the third to 
3 captain of Loxa, named Aliatar ; and thus ravaging 
the land in different directions, they made many rich 
captqres. > 

When the progrefs of the Moors was known in 
Lucena, Baena, and Cabra, the Count of Cabra, and 
the valiant Alcayde of Los Donceles, fallied forth with 
a confiderable body of troops to oppofe the inroad of 
the Moors* The three battalions, placing the captives 

and 
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and pillage they bad obtained in the center, awaited 

' the attack ; but the gallant Andalufians charged them 

fo impetuoufly, that they. could not withftand the 

! fhock, and were routed at the brook of Puerto, or as 

others call it, of Martin Gonzales, and the king and 
many of his troops were taken prifoners. The Moors 
who efcaped fled to Granada, but the king was carried 
to Baena, and from thence to Cordova, where he was 
prefented to king Ferdinand. 

Ambaffadors were difpatched to his Catholic majefty, 
to treat for the ranfom of the Little King, and the 
council and grandees of Caftile held many debates on 
the fubje&. At length it was agreed to reftoce hina to 

! liberty, on condition of his doing homage to king Fer- 

dinand, and acknowledging himfelf his vaftal, all 
which was agreed to on the part of king Boabdil, and 
he accordingly took the oaths of fealty, and king Fer- 

1 flinand, in return, promifed to grant him his aid to reduce 

, fiich towns to his obedience as acknowledged his father 

for their king. He alfo furniihed him with letters t6 

the Chriftian captains on the borders of the kingdom 

! of Granada, commanding them to ceafe further hofti- 

lities againft the Moors, and to fuffer them to cultivate 
their lands in quietnefs and without moleftation* At 
length, with the permiffion of king Ferdinand, Boabdil 
took his departure from Cordova, carrjing with him 
many rich prefents, and arrived in fafety at Granada, 
But when an account of the conditions, on which he 

j had obtained his liberty reached the city, his uncle 

| Abdallah and the nobility highly difapproved of his 

conduit, confidering his fubmiffion and alliance with 
icing Ferdinand, as a certain prelude to the fubverfioa 

2 3 of 
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6f the kingdom, and Abdallab taking advantage ef &* 
temper of the people, embraced the opportunity toad* 
drefs them in the following manner:— 

" Noble and itluftrious citizen?, joii who have ob-* 
je&ed to my gbvernment, without investigating tbo 
reafons of nay condu&, to you I addrefs myfelf : you 
well know my nephew has been raifedto the throne in 
the lifetime of kingMuley-hafcem, my brother, for no 
Other reafon than becaufe the old king, his father, had 
beheaded four Abeneerrages, who were juftly deemed 
deferving of -death : for this yau withdrew your alle* 
giance from the old king, and appointed Boabdil, hia 
fon, to be your king and to reign over you ; this {on, 
by the advice of feme of you here affembled, has moft 
wrongfully put to death fix and thirty Abeneerrages, 
and wickedly accufed his queen. For thefe deeds of 
death, and unjuft proceedings, you can no longer 
•retain your former gffe&ion for him, but mu$ 
<:onfider him undefery ing henceforth to wear the crown ; 
and when to this i* added, that he has cpnfented to 
hold bis kingdom in vaffalage of king Ferdinand, and 
has alfo formed an alliance with him to wage wai 
againft fome of the cities of the kingdom, which reject 
his government, and continue their allegiance to his 
father, what muft be your fentiments of indignation ? 
My nephew has alfo agreed to pay many thoufand 
doubloons, which muft be taken from the public trea- 
sury, for his ranfom from a captivity, occafioned by an 
ill-concerted and defperate fally againft the Chriftiand, 
for the retaking of Alhama, which time would have 
reftored to Granada, without incurring fuch fatal con* 
Sequences to the kingdom, a,nd the money, thus wan- 
tonly 
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tonly lavished away, had been faved for the repair of 
your fQrtrefles, and other ufeful purpofes. Confider, 
Cavaliers, you Zegries, Gomeles, and Mazas, I moil 
particularly addrefs, becaufe jou are devoted more 
than others to the intereft of my nephew ; if you 
admit the Chriftians into the city of Granada, what 
hope or what Security have you, that they only come 
for thd purpofes which they profefs? They pretend they 
are coming to aflift my nephew, but they will quickly 
throw off the maik, and feize the kingdom* You are 
jiot unacquainted with the warlike chara&er of thefe 
Chriftians ; you know their fptrits are exalted even to 
heaven. Turn your thoughts to Alhama; confider 
how fota it fell into their hands, though it was- garri- 
fontd with veteran troops, but they were uhable to 
defend the city againft their vigourous attack. If once 
they are fuffered to fct a foot within th,efe walls, who 
will venture to fay that Granada is not from that day 
loft ? Let me awaken your attention to thefe alarming 
evils before it be too late. Reje& my nephew for your 
king* he is in 'league with the Chriftian monarch. 
My. brother is grown old and infirm, and the gdvern* 
meat is already placed in my hands, and (hould my 
brother die, was not my father your king, and why 
fhould not I poflefe the crown, which of right, on the 
death jof my brother, I urge belongs, by inheritance, to 
me? Let every one prefent favor me with his fuffrage, 
and I pledge lnyfclf to ad for the glory of the king- 
dom." 

The arguments ufed by Abdallah produced fo 
powerful an effe&, that the priefts, and many of the 
Cavaliers, and in particular the Almoradies and Ma- 

z 4 rines, 
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rines, agreed with one voice to refyfe king Boabdtl ad- 
iniffion into the city on his return, and to put his 
uncle into poffeffion pf the Alhambra, and to proclaim 
him king. The proceedings being reported to king 
Muley-hafcem, overcome with grief at fo many dif- 
aftrous events, he voluntarily withdrew to the Alcazaba, 
with his family, and Abdallah took poffeffion of the 
Alhambra, with the title of king; although the Zegries 
and their friends, as well as the Alabeces and the, party 
united with them, were diifatisfied with the proceed- 
ings, but they determined to conceal their opinions for 
the prefent, and await to difcover what would be the 
iffue of the ineafures.that were adopted. 

In a fhort time the Little King arrived, bringing 
with him the letters and prefents he. had received from 
king Ferdinand ; the citizens however refufed to admit 
Jiim into the city,, declaring they would place no further 
confidence in him, as he had made peace and entered 
into alliance with the Chriftians. Unable to win back 
the citizens tp their allegiance, and being ^informed 
his uncle had made bimfelf matter of the Alhambra, 
he retired to the city of Almeria, equal in magni* 
tude with the city of Granada, and equally important 
in point of its traffick and commerce, having in former 
times been the capital. of the kingdom. 

The Little King now fent bis couriers to tb* neigh- 
bouring towns, claiming their fubmiffion to his govern- 
ment, and threatening them in cafe of refhfal with 
daughter and deftru&ion, and upon fuch of the town* 
?$ refufed tp acknowledge him for their king, he carried 
bis treats into execution, and a&ually made war. 

At 
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At this time King Muley-hafcera died, and upon 
his death the fa&ions were revived with increafed vio- 
lence, as the old king had, by his will, difclofed the 
horrible treafon of his brother, and appointed his fon 
fole heir to the kingdom, with the raaledi&ion of 
Mahomet on all who refufed to obey him. Frefh tu- 
mults daily arofe ; the kingdom by the right inheri- 
tance descending to the fon, and not to the brother, 
of ihe deceafed king ; and many days were confumed 
in violent altercations among the parties efpoufing dif- 
ferent opinions. At length the party who Supported 
Abdallah advifed him to deftroy bis nephew, as the ' 
only fure means by which he could enjoy the crown 
in Security. Abdallah gave ear to thefe counfels, and 
refolvedto go toAImeria in perfon and difpatch him 
with his own hand, and, in order to give the more 
certain effe& to his plans, he difpatched his meflen- 
gets in private to Almeria to gain over the priefts to 
his interefts ; and to unite them to his views, he fent 
them an account of his nephew's treaty with King 
Ferdinand, which, with his other intrigues, fo effec- 
tually raifed their refentment againft the Little King; 
that the; returned for anfwer to King Abdallah they 
would fecretly admit him into the city. On receiving ' 
an anfwer fo favourable to his wifhes, and not doubt- 
ing to effe& his purpofe, he left Granada privately with 
fome perfons attached to his fortune, and being ad- 
mitted into Almeria, he immediately furrounded the 
Royal Palace with his party, determined either to take 
or deftroy his. nephew ; but the Little King hearing the 
tumult, made a timely efcape, with a few of his friends, 
into the Chrifti?m territories; Abdallah was highly 

enraged 
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enraged at his difappointmcnt, and finding a brother of 
Boabdir* in the city, a youth of tender age, he could 
' not be retrained from taking off hia head. Abdallah 
then returned to Granada, where he was obeyed as 
King, though he was not acknowledged as fuch bj the 
major part of the kingdom* 

King Boabdil, not confidering himfelf fafe to re* 
turn to Almeria, retired to the court of Ferdinand and 
Ifabella, and making them acquainted with his new dif* 
afters, was gracioufly received by their Catholic ma« 
jeilies, who condoled with him on bis misfortunes, and 
gave the Moorilh monarch frefh letters to the captains 
On the frontiers of Granada, and in particular to Bene* 
vides, who commanded in Lorca, and at the fame time 
prefenting him with a confiderable fum of money, they 
lent him to Velez el Blanco, where he was well re* 
ceived, as he was alfo in Velez el Rubio ; two brothers 
of the Alabez family being Alcaydes of thefe fbrtrefies, 
From thefe towns king Boabdil frequently made excur- 
sions, to divert himfelf, into the kingdom of Caftile* 
and by the command of king Ferdinand, he was. favor* 
fibly treated by the Chriftians. About this period, 
many places of confiderable drength were conquered 
from the Moors, fuch as Ronda, Marbella, and the 
neighbourhood, and Loxa with its dependent circle. 
King Abdallah found himfelf very infecure in his go* 
vernment, and thinking by a<fts of authority to fix him* 
felf more firmly on the throne, he .tyrannized over the 
people, and endeavoured by every means to compafa 
the death of his nephew, fearing befhoujdbe again ack- 
nowledged king, und promifed great rewards to any 
pne who would deftroy him, .either by. poifim^-or more 
; violenjfc 
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violent means : four Moors at length, feduced by the 
great rewards be offered, were led to make the attempt, 
which greatly pleafed king Abdallah, and to enable 
them to effeft his purpofe with greater certainty* he 
ient a letter by them to his nephew, in order to dif-» 
guife their intentions, and couched it in the following 
terms of feeming amity ;— 

" Beloved nephew, defirous to forget the origin of 
our contentions for the kingdom, and confcious that you 
alone are the lawful king, as- well by the right of inhe- 
• fitance as by my brother's will, in which he confirms 
that right, and appoints you his heir, I am come to the 
determination of furrendering the government into 
your hands, and of committing the kingdom, to your 
pare as its rightful king and m after, requesting only foe 
myfejf to be allowed to fpend my days in the abode I 
now poflefs, and. with which I (ball live content, and 
owe you due allegiance* This I require for Alia and 
for Mahomet's fake, that the kingdom may not be de- 
stroyed by its inteftine quarrels ; return then fole king 
to the city as its lord and matter. I ferioufly lament 
the difturbances which have palled, and am defirous to 
atone for the part I have taken in them by my future 
conduit, and by endeavouring to put an end to the di* 
yifions and civil wars, which, by being continued, muft 
totally deftroy the kingdom. If you decline to come 
,and accept the erown, \ will then deliver it up to Muza, 
who has long been ambitious to poffefs himfelf of the- 
iregai authority, and if he ihould ever obtain it, he will 
fipt readily be difjpofleffed again. From Granada. 

Muley Abdallah,'* 
• The 
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The letter, thus wrote, he delivered to the four 
Moors, with direfiions to flay king Boabdil at the in- 
ftant he was receiving it from their hands, or (honld 
they be unable to make the attempt, under the pretended 
friendship of the letter, they would be fecure to return 
in fafety. King Boabdil, however, had received an in- 
timation of his uncle's defign, and Was on his guard ; 
and when his affaffins arrived at Velez el Blanco, and 
made enquiry of th^ Alcayde Alabez for the king, he 
replied that he was in his palace, and demanded to 
know their bufinefs.. " We bring," they replied, " a 
letter from the king his uncle/' " The kingl" cried 
Alabez, '* how can he be king while the lawful heir to 
the crown is living?** " Of this we know nothing,"' 
they anfwered, ** our bufinefs is only to deliver him a 
letter." " Deliver it to me, then," faid Alabez, " you 
cannot be admitted to his pretence." " We were de- 
fired," they replied, " to deliver it only into his own 
hands." 

" Wait, then," faid Alabez, "andl will inform his , 
majefty ;" and he accordingly went and acquainted the 
Little King, who gave orders for their being admitted, 
commanding a guard of twelve Zegries to be prefent 
in the apartment for his defence, in cafe any attempt 
(hould he made againft his perfon. The Alcayde re-» 
turned to the four Moors, and conduced them into the 
king's prefence; when the affaffins faw king Boabdil fo 
ftrongly furrounded by his guard, they found it necef- ' 
fary to diffemble their intention, and the principal of 
them ftretching out his hand to deliver the letter, the 
Alcayde took it from him, and handed it up to the 
king, who having perufed it, and being previoufly in- 
formed 
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formed of the meditated treafon, he ordered the four 
Moors to be feized, and put to the torture, when they 
confeffed the crime they were engaged to perpetrate, 
and were immediately condemned to die ; and when 
the fentence was executed, their bodies were hung on 
the battlements of the caftle. The Little King after- 
wards returned the following anfwer to his uncle ;— 

" The all-powerful God, the Creator of heaven and 
earth, fufFers not the wickednefs of man to remain con- 
cealed, but caufes it to be brought to light, as he has 
done your horrible confpiracy. I received your letter, 
•more teeming with treachery than the famous Grecian 
horfe of old ; you proffer me your friendfhip, and yet 
you continue to perfecute my friends, and thofe who 
acknowledge me for their lawful king. Your cruelties 
in Almeria, and the barbarous flaughter bf my unhappy 
and unoffending brother, for which I am wholly at a 
lofs to conceive what could be your cruel motive, all 
yritnefs the infincerity of your profeffions of friendship ; 
but the time will come, I truft, when you {hall atone 
for your crimes, and thofe who betrayed me in Almeria 
fliall fuffer exemplary punifliment. The kingdom you 
acknowledge. was my father's, and that it defcends to 
me as his rightful heir, and yet yon wifli me evil, be- 
caufe I have formed an alliance with the Chriftians. 
You muft admit that, by virtue of the treaty I have 
made with them, the Moors who continue their allegi- 
ance to me, as their king, are allowed to cultivate their 
lands, and carry on their traffic in fecurity ; while the 
Moors, who acknowledge you for their fovereign, can 
do neither, without being conftantly attacked and pil- 
laged by the Chriftians, The wrongs you have done 

me 
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me and my fatter, will fome day defcend ott your own 
head ; to deceive me with fair words is not practicable* 
as I already know your heart, and I have friends about 
yourperfon, who will fend me an account of all your 
fchemes. The ruffians you fent to me, with hearts as 
black as your own, and who came with the intent to 
flay me, have died the death of traitors, and you will 
fuffer alfo ; your jewels I have caft into the fire, fuf- 
pe&ing treafon even in them ; treafon, that is of fo dark 
a nature, that I confefs, it greatly furprifes me when I 
refledl that we are fprung from the fame royal lineage. 
From Velez el Blanco. 

The lawful ting of Granada." 

The Little King, having concluded his letter, he fent 
it to Granada, under cover to Muza, with another i<x 
himfelf : fo foon as Muza received the letter, he deli- 
vered it to his uncle, and when Abdallah underftood 
that his meffengers were put to death, he became greatly 
terrified for his own fafety. The letter, which Boabdil 
fent to his brother Muza, was to the following effe& :-•• 

€€ I am at a lofs to conceive, my beloved brother, 
how, with fuch renowned valour as you poffefs, you can 
confent to a tyrant, without the flighteft pretentions in 
juftice, ufurping our father's throne. If the Almoradies 
and Marines are my enemies on account of the ftigma 
on the queen, and the death of the Abencerrages, they 
fhould now remember that thofe who were my infti- 
gators to the aft, have atoned for thGir fault with their 
lives. As a king I only a&ed in the execution of my 
authority, and in the administration of juftice. If it is 
jurged againft me, that when a captive I made peace 
with the Chriftians in order to gain my liberty, it fhould 

alfo 
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iilfo be considered* that I attended to the welfare of 
Granada, and fecured to the Moors the right to cultivate 
their lands in peace, compared to the benefits of which, 
. the tribute I have confented to pay is of no confidera- 
tion. The affairs of thfe kingdom are daily growing * 
worfe and worfe, fince Granada obeys the ufurper king, 
under whofe feeble government, the Chriftians are daily- 
snaking themfelves matters of our towns and cities, to 
fhe aggrandizement of their empire and the deftru&ion 
of the Moors. For Alia* sfake, let me entreat you, as you 
fully poffefs the means, and can infure my fuccefs,, to 
engage in my defence ; it is for our father's and for our 
mutual honor, that youfliould exert your influence ; 
refled upon the tyrant's, ambition, and the cruel death 
of our young and innocent brother, and you cannot but 
he rouzed to revenge. Inform me of what paffes in the 
city. From Velez el Blanco. 

Tour brother, the king." 
No (boner had Muza perufed the letter, than he be- 
came greatly exafperated againft his uncle, and in par- 
ticular for the death of his youngeft brother ; he (hewed 
it firft to the friends who were moft attached to him- 
felf, the Alabeces, Aldoradines, Gazules, and Vanegas, 
and then to the friends of his brother, thtf Zegries, 
Gomeles and Mazas ; and reflecting on the excufes he 
made for the death of the Abencer rages, and the re- 
pentance he expreffed for that aft of cruelty, and for 
his injurious treatment of the queen, thefe Cavaliers 
agreed to invite him to repair in private to the city, au4 
to come to the Albaycin, by the gate of Fachalanza, 
and they proraifed to fecure his entry through the Fort' 

of 
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of Bibavolut, an ancient palace of the kings, of whidi 
Muza was the Alcayde. 

On the receipt of a Tetter, iigned by Muza and others 
<?f his friends, inviting him as above, king Boabdil 
immediately made preparations for his journey to Gra- 
nada, and he was the more induced to expedite his 
departure, as his guards were continually deferting him, 
and he had at this time but very few who remained with 
him. He therefore quitted Velez el Blanco, and on a 
very dark night entered into the city through the Facha-* 
lanza gate, attended only by four horfemen, his other 
troops remaining a ftiort di fiance behind. The guard* 
demanded to know who he was ? " Your king," replied 
the monarch ; and being previoufly informed by Muza 
of his approach, they threw open the gate and he was 
admitted with his friends. When Muza heard of 
his brother's arrival, he attended him to 4 the fort of 
the Alcazaba, and on the fame night the king paid a 
vifit to many of the principal nobility in the Albaycin, 
and acquainted them with the intended purpofe of his 
prefence, requefting their affiftance to recover the 
throne. They all pledged themfelves to fuppprt him* 
and in the high eft fpirits the king returned to the 
Alcazaba. ... 

The next morning it was known in the city that the 
king was in the Alcazaba, and that the inhabitants had 
taken up arms in his fupport as their lawful fovereiga. 
But the account had no fooner reached his uncle than he 
immediately armed his friends to give battle to the 
troops in the Albaycin, and a dreadful conflift enfuea^ 
in which multitudes perifhed on both fides. The Al-» 
moradies, Marines, and Bencerrages fought for Ab- 

dallahj 
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tiallah, and the Zegries, and the Alabeces* party {up- 
ported his nephew. None of the former battles equal- 
led the prefent, the flaughter in which was truly terri- 
ble, but through the extraordinary valour of Muza, 
Abdallah's troops, who hadfcaled the walls in three or 
four different places, were at length finally drove back. 

The Little King, on the firft approach of his uncle's 
troops, apprehenfive of his danger, difpatched a meffen- 
gerto Don Fadrique, king Ferdinand's captain general, 
to inform him he was befieged in the Albaycin, by his 
uncle, and to intreat his fuccour ; when, by the order of 
their Catholic Majefties, a ftrohg file of troops all of them 
mufquetteers, was fent tbhis relief under the command of 
captain Hernando Alvarez, Alcayde of Colomera. The 
fpirits of the Moors were highly raifed on the arrival of 
thefe fuccours, and in particular with the meffage of Don 
Fadrique who defired they would fight gallantly for 
their king, and in return gave them his affurance they 
ihould receive no moleftation in fowing their lands on 
the Vega. Thus reinforced the Moors fought like 
lions, and the battles continued fifty days without in* 
termiffion day or night, at the end whereof Abdallah's 
party was obliged to retire with very confiderable loft 
through the valour of the Chriftran troops, and the 
bravery of Mu2a. 

The Little King,fo foon as the foldiersof the enemy 
had retreated, repaired the wall of the fortrefs and placed 
it in the beft poffible ftate of fecurity. The Chriftian 
foldiers were extremely well entertained in the fort, and 
the Moors of the Albaycin were permitted to cultivate 
their lands in fafety, which brought over the countrj 
people to the ftandard of king Boabdil, but with the 
* a citizens 
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citizens of Granada continual wars prevailed ; the ia* 
habitants having not only to contend againft the troops 
of t the Little King, in the Albaycin, but alfo againft 
the Chriftians on their frontiers. 

At this period of time Velez Malaga was befiegedby 
ting Ferdinand, and the Moors difpatched meffengers 
to Granada requeftingfuccours might be fent to their 
affiftance. The priefts, who efpoufed the interefts of 
the befieged, remonftrated with Abdallah on his delay, 
and ftrongly urged hita to ^fiift their friends in Velez. 
When Abdallah firft heard that Velez Malaga was be- 
fieged, he was greatly difmayed to find the Chriftians 
had ventured to penetrate fo far into the territories of the 
kingdom, and he dreaded to go out from Granada to 
oppofe their progrefi, leaft, during his abfence, the citi- 
zens might again raife his nephew to the crown, and 
aflift him to poffefs himfelf of the Alhambra. The 
Imams however urged him fo forcibly not to make de- 
lay, defiring to know what kingdom he would pretend 
to govern if he fuffered a place of fuch importance to 
be loft? " Turn your arms," they cried, " againft the 
enemies of your kingdom, and not againft your friends." 
And by thefe means, and by continually preaching to 
the populace, in the ftreets, the juftice of fucpouring 
Velez Malaga, King Abdallah was at length induced 
by their perfuafion, to march in perfon to its relief. 
. When he arrived near the city he led his army to the 
fummit of a lofty mountain, making a parade with bis 
foldiers, but he no fooner faw the Chriftian army, ad- 
vancing up the %eps to attack him, than he fled in the 
greateft conflernation, and his foldiers, panic ftruct at 
his example, fled alfo in every direction, ftrewing Jhe 

re 
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foads with their arms, that they might efcape the fafteh 
King Abdallah retired fo Almiiriecar, and from thence 
to the city of Almeria, and at length to Guadix, but 
his foldiars returned to Granada. When the Imams 

''found in what a daftardly manner he had behaved, 
they perfiiaded the people to fubrait to his nephew, 
and to grfre him poffeffion of the Alhambra, and which, • 
aided by the ^ffiftance of the fefpeftable party who 
fupJ>orted king Boabdil, they were enabled to do in 
opposition to the Almoradies and Marines, and the reft 
of * their numerous faction. King Boabdil being again 
feated in the Alhambra, he committed the care of it to 
his moft Confidential troops, and garrifoned . its forts 
with the foldiers on whom he could place the greatefi- 
reliance. The Moors now folicited him to interfere 
with king Ferdinand, and to obtain his permiflion to 

* four their lands in the Vega, free of moleftation from 
the Chfiftian people, and which at his defire was not 
only granted to the city of Granada, but alfo to all 
the other places which paid him obedience, and a right 
of free traffic was alfo ceded to them. Their Catholic 
majefties at the fame time difpatched couriers to allvthe 
towns and cities belonging to the Moors, inviting them 
to obey king Boabdil, as he was their lawful fovereign, 
and not his uncle. And to fecure their attachment to 
hisintereft, king Ferdinand affured them, fo long as 
they remained faithful in their allegiance, they (hould 
- be fafe from all moleftation. Meffengers were alfo 
difpatched to all the Chriftian captains on the frontiers, 
enjoining them not to injure the Moors, which orders 
wefe-ftri&ly complied 'with, to the great fati station 
of the former, who, on that account, chiefly, fubmitted 
a a % to 
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to king Boabdil. The city and the country being * 
equally at reft, the Little King ordered four Almoi 
dies, who had taken the moil a&ive meafures agaim 
him, to be beheaded, and with their deaths thefe bloody 
tumults ceafed for the prefent. It was the intention 
of the Moorifh hiftorian not to treat of any other wars 
but thofe which were within Granada, and of its iu- 
ternal fa&ions ; I fhall therefore only enumerate (in a 
note) the * places which fubmitted to the marquis of 
Los Velez. 

Thefe towns of the Alpuxarras furrendered to their 
Catholic majefties, to the great regret of the Moors of 
Granada, who now began to give themfelves up for loft. 

But to return to our hiftory ; Velez Malaga being 
reduced to the greateft extremity, and being in waot 
both of provifions and ammunition, the Moors of Gua- 
dix once more folicited the old king Abdallah to go 
to its relief, and he accordingly raifeda powerful army, 
for that purpofe. But no fooner was his nephew in- 
formed 



Bentomiz 


PrudtHpe 


Alhamba 


La Villa de Gamares 


Beiros 


Alcuchan 


Compera 


Sinatar 


Alhitanar 


La Villa de Caftillo 


Bcnicoxan 


Daimat 


Canillas 


Cafis 


Algorgia 


Alcornache 


Bucas 


Morgazon 


Canillas de Albaydat 


Natija 


Malchachar 


Xauraca 


Gedalia 


Haxar 


Almexia 


Nararax 


Cotetra' 


Mainetc 


Garbila 


ALhadaqut 


Venaquer 


Jtubir 


Almcdira 


Albomayla 


Pitargit 


Aprina 


Benadalix 


Lacus 


Alaax 


Chimbechillaf 







I 



( 367 ) 

formed of the enterprise, than he alfo raifcd a ftrong 
army, confifting of horfe and foot, and gave the com- 
mand to Muza, to prevent their approach to its relief. 
A battle was fought between the armies of the. two 
kings, in which the greateft part of the people of 
Guadix were flain, and the reft fled, terrified at the 
valour of Muza and his foldiers. King Boabdil after 
the vi&ory fent a letter to king Ferdinand, to acquaint 
him with the battle, and defeat of the Moors of Gua- 
dix going to the fuccour of Velez Malaga ; their Ca- 
tholic majefties fent king Boabdil a very rich prefent, 
ia return for the account he had fur nifhed them, and 
the Moorifli monarch acknowledged the favor, by 
fending to king Ferdinand a number of beautiful horfes, 
and to the queen fome very coftly filks and precious 
perfumes; and acquainting them, at the fame time, 
that the city of Velez Malaga was reduced to the 
greateft extremity, and that if it was^clofely invefted 
by fea and land, and prevented from receiving fuc- 
cours, it would foon be reduced. A great battle was 
Ihortly after fought, and the city was taken by 
affault, and immediately all the diftrid of the fur- 
rounding country furrendered to their Catholic majef- 
ties. Velez Malaga was now ftrongly garrifoned with 
Chriftian foldiers, ai\d their Chriftian majefties received 
a letter from the Alabeces and their friends in Granada 
in the following terms :— 

*' Moft powerful fovereigns, it is fome time fince we 
J&rft informed youf majefties, that we the Alabeces, 
Gazules, Aldoradines, and many others of the nobility 
of this city, with Muza for ourchief, were defirous of 
embracing the Chriftian faith, and to deliver up the city 
A a 3 into 
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Into your royal hands ; and as the affairs of Andalufla. 
are now by your arms brought to a happy conclufion* 
the conqueft of this kingdom may be next attempted 
by the fide of Murcia,' and'jou may rely that the Alt 
caydes of the frontiers, and of the river of Afmanzora^ 
will furrender the towns in their charge without oppo* 
fition, as they have already concerted the plan with 
us, and when you have poffefled yourfelves of Almeria 
*nd the river, the moft difficult pofts are conquered, 
and having got poffeflion of Baza, you may then be- 
fiegc this city, and we pledge ourfelves, on the honor 
of gentlemen, to ferve you to the utmoft of our en* 
deavours, and finally, in defiance of every oppofition; 
to deliver it up into your majefty's hands. Muza, in 
the name of all thofe who wiih to be numbered witk 
vyour fubjeSs, kiffes ytaur royal hands." 

On the receipt of this letter, king Ferdinand consi- 
dering the importance of its contents, and that the 
Abencerrages had faithfully performed every fervice 
they had promifed, called an aflembly of the Cortes 
in Valencia; andfoon after, being earneilly defirous of 
reconquering the whole of Spain, he went to Murcia, 
and iffued the neceffary orders for the invafion of the 
kingdom of Granada, by the fide of Vera and Almeria. 
He then went to Lorca, the poft for the general 'ren- 
dezvous of his army. Many gentlemen of the firft 
rank accompanied king Ferdinand from the city of 
Murcia, and the towns of Lorca and Mula, many of 
whom we (hall here mention, as a juft tribute to their 
• senowned valour, although it will be impoffible to 
name all thofe, whofe merits entitled them, to he. re- 
corded:^ 
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From Murcia. 




Faxardos, gentlemen Avellanedas Torrecillas Tizones 


of clear origin** Villafenore3 Llamas 


Paganos 


Albornoces 


Somontcs Fufteros 


Fauras 


Ayalas 


Pufmarinas ' Andofillas 


Zambranag 


Carrillos 


Valibreas Loayfas 


Cafcales 
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Peralejas Rafones 


Sotos 


Giles 


Sautines pereas 


Sotomayores 


Caleros 


Moncadas Fontes 


Rodas 


Salares 


Mon zones Avalos 


Biveros 


Guzmanes 


Guevaras Valcarceles 


Hurtados 


Requelmes 


Melgarejos Pachecos 




From Mftla. From Lorca. 


Pere* de Avila 


Uiloas Moratas 


Leonefes 


y Gitai 


Alarcones Portales 


Perez Tudela 


Lazaros 


Tomafes Cazorlas 


Hurt ados 


Vortas 


Cildrancs Xerews 


Quinoneros 


Penalveros 


Bernales Gomez 


Pineros 


Efcamez 


Alemanes Mulas 


Falconetas 


Bofas 


Ponces de Leon Marines 


Mateos 


Rofcles 


Rofiques ( Albuquerque* 


Rendoues 


Infres 


Leybas Loritas 


Muneras 


Saavedras 


Correllas Ponces de Leon Burgos 


Hermofillas- 


Mazas Guevaras 


Alcazares • 


Palazones 


Melgeres Lifones 


Romanes 


Valboas 


Manchiooncs 





• It is confidered fomething more than an honor to a Spaniard 
to be of clear origin} that is, unmixed with the blood of Jews or 
Moors. In many of the churches in Spain there are tablets fixed 
up, whereon fuch families who are not of clear origin are named, 
and on whom the Inquifition keeps a ftri&er eye than on others, 
chiefly on account of Judaifin j as it is fuppofed there are many 
concealed Jews in Spain, and who, on difcovery, are condemned tm 
be burnt to death. 



A a 4 



Many 



( 360 ) 

Many other gentlemen alfo enlifted as volunteers in 
king Ferdinand's fervice, and were ready on all occa- 
sions to join him, and prove their valour. In Lorca, 
the king left at the church of St. Mary a golden pir, 
and a fcryftal crofs fet in gold, and having reviewed 
the whole of his army, he marched on to Vera, where 
the Moor Alabez, fon of the Alabez who was taken 
prifoner near Lorca, was governor, and who, on the 
king's approach, furrendered the city into his hands, as 
he had before by letter engaged. Coming out to meet 
him at the fountain of Pulpi, he delivered up to him 
'the keys of the city. King Ferdinand then entered 
and took poffeffion of the city, and appointed a new 
governor, at the fame time (hewing Alabez the higheft 
favors. He had not" been fix days in Vera, before 
many *towns of importance, and all the places on the 
river of Almanzora, furrendered up to his power. 

The Alabeces of Vera, Velez el Blanco, and Vele? 
el Rubio, expreffed their defire to become Chriftians, 
and to be baptized, which greatly rejoiced king Ferdi* 

nandj 
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n&nd, and as they were gentlemen of high rank, the 
king ordered the ceremony to be performed by the 
bUhop of Placenfia : Don John Chacon flood godfather 
to the Alcayde of Vera; and Don John de Avalos, a . 
nobleman of great valour, and very high in favor with 
the king, to the Alcayde of Velez el Rubio. This was 
the John de Avalos, the Alcayde of the city of Cuellar, 
who with othfer gentlemen, named Perez de Rita, natives 
of the city of Mula, fo gallantly defended the city 
of Cuellar againft tl^e Moors of Baza, who laid fiege 
to it, and who, by their extraordinary valour, faved 
the city from being taken. An account of this battle 
is given by Hernando del Pulgar, historiographer to 
king Ferdinand, 

The noble Moor was named after his godfather, 
Pedro de Avalos, and the king granted him many 
great privileges, allowing him to bear arms, and to 
hold offices of truft in the kingdom. And Don Fa- 
drique, a very worthy nobleman, floods godfather to 
the Alcayde of Velez el Blanco; from thefe celebrated 
Alcaydes there are at this day many defcendants, and 
in particular from Don Pedro de Avalos, In this 
manner many of the principal Alcaydes embraced the 
Chriffcian faith, and furrendered the fortrefles they held 
without even making a fttew of refiftance. All the 
places before-mentioned being now in the power of 
king Ferdinand, he refolvedto attack the city of Al* 
meria on the fide of the land, and by this means to 
afford the Moors an opportunity of retiring to Africa, 
or wherever by fea they might think fit j or otherwife 
of remaining in the city* 

The 
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- The ktn^s troops had many (kirmifhes with "the- 
Moors of Almeria ; leaving it clofely befleged he 
vent to Baza, which he likewife invefted, and heie 
his troops had alfo feveral engagements with the Moors, 
wherein Don John Chacon particularly diftinguiflied 
hirafelf. From Baza king Ferdinand proceeded to 
Huefcar, which furrendered to him without oppofition ; 
and here he fent his army into quarters. The king 
then went to Caravaca, tt^dore the famous holy •cru- 
cifix,- and laftly returned to Murcia, where he found 
the queen. Dona Ifabeila, and pafled the remainder of 
the year. . Several commotions happened in t^e towns 
which had furrendered to king Ferdinand, but, the' 
king immediately fending his troops, order wa* quickly . 
feftored. 

In the following fpring king Ferdinand again re* 
turned tp Baza, which he reduced to fuch extremity, 
that it fent to the old king for fuccours, and who fent 
them both troops and provisions. The Moors of Gra- 
nada began to murmur greatly; finding that kipg 
Boabdil would not fuccour Baza, they openly ex> 
claimed, the Chriftians would foon conquer the whole 
kingdom, and many of the inhabitants privately left 
the city, to go as volunteers -to its relief. The Little 
King enraged at the feditious proceedings of the citi- 
zens, being informed who were the chief authors of 
the tumults, ordered them to be feized,and their heads 
to be ftruck off. 

Baza at length furrendered to king Ferdinand, and 

Almeria and Guadix were delivered up to him by the 

' old 

• The tranilator heard particular mention made of this crucifix^ 
when he was in Spain. 
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old king, who in return was to have certain towns given 
him, but in a few days after be croffed the fea, and retired 
to Africa. After the redu&ion of *thefe three cities- al( 
the remaining towns, fortreffes, and villages in* the 
kingdom, furrendered to the arms of their Catholic; 
majefties, except the city of Granada, and we (hall 
now conclude our account of the civil wars of that 
city, and add fame further account of the Little; 
King. 

We have already mentioned that he tyas formerly 
taken prifoner by the Alcayde of Los Donceles, Don 
Diego Fernandez de Cordova, lord of Lucena, and by 
the Count of Cabra, and that king Ferdinand reftored 
Sum to his liberty, on condition of his paying certain 
-tributes. It was alfo ftipulated between the kings, that 
frfter the conqueft of Almeria, Baza and GuadU, and 
other places of ftrength, the city of Granada, the 
JUbambra, the Alcazaba, the Albaycin, the Red 
.Towers, and the caftle of Bibatambin, and the other 
forts pf the pity fliould be given up to king Ferdinand, 
and ii> return, that Purchena and three other towns 
Should be granted to the Moorifh king for his life. But 
.jafter the conqueft pf all the places mentioned, when 
king Ferdinand fent amba$aclors to the king of Granada 
to require the fulfilment of the treaty on his part, and to 
declare that he w^s reaxly to deliver up to him Purchena 
and the other towns, as had been agreed upon, the 
Mooriih monarch replied, he was diffatisfied altogether 
ps.to this article of the treaty ; that the city was grown 
very large and populous, being greatly eocreafed by 
the ftrangers who had fled to it from other towns ; that 
fliyiiipns in .opinion had arifen concerning the expe- 
diency 
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Aiency of furrendering it, and that difturbanees had ac- 
tually taken place ; and he added, that if the Chri&ans 
were even to make themfelves mailers of the city, they 
would be unable to retain it; and that if taking thefe 
matters into confideration, his njajefty would be fatifr 
fied with receiving double tribute, he was ready to pay 
it; but entreated he would not think of demanding the 
city, for it was not in his power to deliver it up, and he 
hoped to be excufed from the performance of that part 
of the treaty. 

King Ferdinand, highly provoked at the reply, and 
difcovering that the king of Granada made lio fcrupie 
to break his word, difpatched another meffenger with 
inftruftions to inform him, he intended to have granted 
him the lordihip of Purchena and other towns, but he 
foould' now only grant him territories of lefs value; 
and as he had afferted that Granada could not be fub- 
jugated, he would march down his army, and the reft of 
the kingdom being in his power, and the inhabitants dif- 
poffeffed of their arms, there was but little doubt he (hould 
foon be able to reduce him to reafon, and that he was 
refolved, if the city was not immediately furrendered 
on his approach, to wage a cruel war againft it. The 
Moor was terrified at this bold reply, and fummoning 
the Divan, he communicated king Ferdinand's meffage. 
The opinions of the Moors, in their council, was by no 
means unanimous. The Zegries advifed, that on no 
account (hould the ignominious propofaJ be likened to ; 
while the Vanegas, Aldoradines, Gazules/iand Alabeces 
advanced that king Ferdinand only demanded to have 
juftice done him* as their people had already enjoyed 
the benefit of the treaty, in the liberty of fowing their 

/ lands, 
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lands, and of frafficing in and out of the kingdom of 
Caftilfe. in perfeft fecurity ; and that it did not become 
li king to break his word, a crime, which no Chriftian 
prince was guilty of. The Almoradies infifted it was 
improper to liften to king Ferdinand, alleging if he had 
permitted them to cultivate their lands in fafety, his 
frontiers in return bad remained unmolefted ; he is 
'therefore, faid they, ftill more benefited by the treaty 
than the inhabitants of this city. The foldiers were of 
the fame opinion, and it was refolved, his Catholic 
majefty ftiould be informed that his demand would not 
be complied with. Receiving this reply, and bearing 
that .the Modrifh king had been ravaging his territories, 
king Ferdinatid ordered the garrifons on the frontiers to 
be reinforced, and the forts to be repaired, and furnifhed 
with arms and provisions, intending to inveft Granada 
'in the fpring, and having dire&ed the necdTary mea- 
fures to be taken, for opening the campaign, he took 
up his winter quarters in Segovia. 



CHAP. 
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CttAP. xvrt. 



*Tke Sitgt of Granada and its Surrtndir.--The History 
of Gazul and other Events. 



AN the Spring of the following year, king Ferdinand 
marched his army to Cordova, and had feveral fkir- 
mifhes with the Moors of GraAada, railing the liege of 
, Salobrena, which they had invefted. After this ex- 
ploit he went to Seville to concert the plan of his fu- 
ture operations, and returning to Cordova, he from 
thence marched to the Vega of Granada, ravaging i/i 
his way all the valley of Alendin, and flaying many of 
the Moors, and burning and deftroying nine of their 
villages. In one Ikirmifh feveral Zegries fell by the 
hands of the Chriftian Abencerrages, one of whom 
efcaping, fled to the Little King with the intelligence* 
King Ferdinand, encamped on the Vega near the 
pits of Huezata, on the 36th April, 1791, where ever/ 
neceflary was provided for commencing the fiege of 
Granada, and the Chriftian troops were formed into dif- 
ferent battalions ; the royal ftandard was then raifed, 
bearing Chrift on the crofs for the device, as the ancient 
ballad records. 

Couriers 
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Couriers fwift, in fpeed arriving* * 

Gallop thro' th' Elvira gate, 
To the king in the Alhambra 

Fearful tidings to relate. 

Firft a noble Zegri enters, 

.Clad in mourning for his friends, 

*' King," fays he, " fad news I bring* yon/ 
As upon his knee he bends* . 

*' By the frefti Genii advancing, 
* '" Comes a mighty warlike train, 
" Ferdinand himfelf commands thenp, 
fc " He commands the flower of Spain. 

* c Drums are beating, colours flying \ 
m „. " Every Soldier knows his poft, 
" Led by brave experienc'd captains, j 
. *' Ev'ry captain worth a hoft ? 

" On their banners the device is 

" Chrifl: a bleeding on the crofs. 

" Ah ! my Lord, this mighty army 
'• Sure forebodes our total lofs. 

" For they fwear by that fame inaage> 

" Never to defert our walls, 
u Till Granada's fons are conquer'd, 

" Till their glorious city falls. .... 



Ifabdla 
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k 
€k Ifabelja too approaches 

" With the fpirit of a man ; 
€ * Foremofl: in the camp apd, council* 

" In each gr£at and noble plan. 

€t All Alendin's field is ravag'd, 
" All is broken, all deftroy'd ; 

€€ And a Moorifh fquadron routed, 
" By the Chriftian's fore annoy'd* 

" By a lance amidft the battle 

€t I receiv'd a dangerous wound." 
Uttering this the bleeding Zegri 
Fainting funk upop the ground* 

Much the Moorifh monarch felt it, 
Tears he fhed of painful grief.—- 

To his houfe they bear the Zegri, 
Much he needs their kind relief. 

The king fortified his camp according to the rules 
of art, and in a fingle night a town was built confin- 
ing of four {beets in the form of a crofs, with as many 
gates ; and from the center, where the ftreets croffed 
each other, all the town might be viewed at the fame 
time. The plan was Undertaken and completed by four 
grandees of Caftile, every one finifhing his quota, and 
the whole was encircled with wooden bulwarks, covered 
with waxed cloth, which refembled a ftrong wall. 
Towers and baftions were alfo fabricated to appear as if 
built with all the art of Mafonry, 

In 
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In the morning the Moore were prodigto*fly afto* 
nilhed to fee a town fo near Granada, fortified in fo 
formidable a manner. When it was finifhed, tfee king 
granted it the right* of a city,»n&ming it Santa Fe, or 
Saint Faith, and endowed it with many privileges, 
which it enjoys to this v*ry dtiy. It is recorded in the 
next ballad :— 

Santa Fe is round encircPd, 

The walls of waxen cloth are made, 
Tents within it ftiine refplendent* 

Tents of filk and rich brocade* 

Dukes are here, and Counts, and nobles, 
Knights and Squires of valour great ; 

Thefe king Ferdinand affembles 
To decree Granada's fate. 

At the early dawn approaching 

They perceive a mighty Moof, 

On a black Heed, nobly mounted, 

Mark'd with fpots of white all o'er. 

Both his hotfe's lips were fever'ii, 

O'er his teeth they could not *lofe ; 

At the Chriftians proudly gnafhing, 
Thus the Moor his toncour {hews. 

A ftrong coat of taail tad armour 
Hid beneath hm dtefe lie wears : 

Blue and fcarlet is his livery 

In his hand a lance Le bears*. 

Bb TJii* 
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This vile dog with proud derifion 

Every Chriftian knight defies, 
And the facred Ave Maria 

To his horfe^s tail he ties. 
• 
At the Chriftian camp arriving, 

For its valiant nobles fam'd,- 
In a thundering voice, imperious, 

Thus his errand he proclaim M : 

€€ What bold Cavalier amongft you 

" Dares with me the combat wage? 

" Where's the knight will fingly meet me« 
** Or by pairs and pairs engage?** 

Forth the gallant Chriftian* fally, 

When this fcomful fpeech they hear: 

Los Donceles' brave Alcayde, 

And Count Cabra firft appear. 

Next ftout Gonzalo Fernandez 
Who from fair Cordova came, 

Don Galindo too fteps with them, 
A foldier of the higheft fame* 

Portocarrero, lord of Palma, 

None fo great in arms as he ; 
And Don Manuel Ponce Leon, 
. Fam'd for martial gallantry. 



He 
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He that with undaunted courage 

Many a gallant feat had (hewn, 
And who fetch'd the glove fo bravely, 

'Mongfl: the hungry lions thrown, 

With them fallies too their fovereign, 
Thus he cries, by paffipn mov'd, 

" Think not wretch t* efcape my vengeance, 
" Soon my valour (hall be prov'd." 

Each bold knight rejoiced to hear him, 

Bowing, aflts his gracious will, 
Band to hand the Moor t' encounter, 
• And his royal word fulfil. 

Garcilafo alfo joins them, 

An adventurous daring youth, 
On his knees he craves the honor 

To defend the caufe of truth. 

" Garcilafo," thus the monarch, 
€€ You your life too little heed, 

€t Many here in ftrength excel you, 
49 Many here in (kill exceed." 

Quite confus'd and vex'd, retiring, 

Garcilafo takes his ihield ; 
Arms, and on a black horfe leaping. 

Swiftly gallops to the field. 

B b % Dark 
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Dark difguife tbtifceard hfe vi&ge, 

- Artnour does his lirtibs ehfbld * 
To the hateful Moor a|>]tt<techiag, 
Thus he fpefcks in accents bold : . 

«• Sbon, proufi Mob*, thou ftiiilt aiftotor 
•* Many a knight 'of noble Mtth 

* f Ffrbm the Chriftiah court ifcirefc meet yo»* 
" And defy ycfat boafted worth* 

" I, the leaft bf all theft noble*, 

" By thekifcg*s cbttotaand *tto tent* 

" Soon fcali you cohfefs my vateut/ 
" SoOhhis Wtbft#*ill IteAtrt.** 

With difBam the Moor beheld fcfrft* 
Ami in tautiting ttbrds he fpbkfe, 

" Not WRh boys am I aifctfftWd 

" forth to deal the rctegsfol Aroke* 

* Hence rode ftrfpfiftgt Let the bMreft 
*• To the hoftile field ^1^06."— 

Garcikfo ftting <tr«h fliry. 

Spurs hfe tfteed afid {totals hb lance. 

Fiercely i*8* the ydtrth ateife fcfcn, 
Giv** rude aaS eighty «**> 

When the Wi^y Pfeynnn fek fc, , 
Like * Ml* he fefeel* thefoe. 
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"Wheeling TOtmd a dreadful ftirmifli 

On the liQftile fpot begsn, 
Garcilafo, tbo* a ftjripliag, 

Shew* the valopr of a-siatt. 

With hU tempered lauqe he wotunds him, 
Piercing thjq' the m%#y (bield, 

Deep beneath the arm it enters, 

Lifelefs throws him on the field* 

Nqw he tears the facred Ave , 

From its former place of (ham©, 

£nceling thrice devoutly kifs'd it, 
Kift'4 the holy Virgin** name. 

On his lance it hangs a banner ; 

Then he takes the pow'rful fteeds, 
Quickly., on hi* own remounting, 

In his hand the Moor's he lead^ 

Thus his fpolls and trophies bearing 
To the carnp he bends his way, 

Where his fovereign; valiant Ferdinand* v 
And hi* tjain q{ noble* toy. 

Struck with wander and amazement 
They the gallant youth behold, 

AU the court refoqnds his praifes, 
Praife a deed fo wQnd'taaa bald* 

* k J Garcilafo 
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Garcilafo of the Vega, 

Hence the generous youth they call, 
For this battle on the Vega 

With the Pay nim did befall. 

The king, as the ballad fays, highly praifed this 
noble deed of Garcilafo's, and permitted him to bear 
the Ave Maria on bis coat of arms, in reward for his 
valour. 

From this time continual fkirmifties happened on 
the Vega, in which the Chriftians had always the ad- 
vantage. The valiant Abencerrages entreated the king's 
permiffion to challenge the Zegries to combat, which 
he granted, and appointed Don Diego Fernandez de 
Cordova, the Alcayde of Los Donceles, to be their 
captain. The challenge was accepted by the Zegries, 
who fallied from the city fifty to fifty, and at a fmali 
diftance from the royal camp the fquadrons met, to 
the great amufement of the king and queen, who were 
fpe&ators. 

The Zegries were habited in their ufual livery, green, 
and purple, with plumes of the fame colour ; as were 
the Abencerrages in their's, of blue and white, with 
correfponding plumes, bearing their ancient devices on 
their fhields, of a favage tearing the jaws of a lion, or 
deftroying a globe. The contending parties approach- 
ing each other, an Abencerrage exclaimed aloud, 
" This day our faftions ceafe ; this day, Zegries, fhall 
the debts you owe us be difcharged, debts of malice, 
envy, and treafon." " Wafte no time in words," 
replied the Zegries, €t but to arms." A fierce battle 
now commenced, which continued four full hours, 

and 
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and In which the Alcayde of Los Donceles performed 
wonders, by his valour deciding the fortune of the 
day, and caufing the Zegries to be moftly flain, and 
the remainder put to flight, the Abencerrages pur- 
fuing them to the gates of Granada. The event of 
this battle filled not only the Zegries, but Boabdil the 
king, and all the Moors, with fuch terror, that thence- 
forward they accounted themfelves loft, as an indepen- 
dent kingdom. 

The following morning, queen Ifabella, defirous of 
viewing the city of Granada, attended by the king, and 
the Grandees, and the major part of the army, went 
to a village called Zubia, about half a league from 
Granada, from whence (he could obferve its fplendid 
buildings, the Alhambra, the coftly Alijares, the Red 
Towers, the fuperb Alcazaba, the Albaycin, and the 
Other towers, caftles, and fortifications of the city. 
The Chrfftian queen was highly gratified at the fight, 
and longed mofi: ardently to number Granada with the 
reft of her dominions. She iffued ftrict orders to pre- 
vent any Ikirmifh taking place on that-day, but (he 
was unable to prevent it, as a body of Moors, a thou- 
sand ftrong, when they heard her majefty was at 
Zubia, fallied from the city, merely to occafion a 
vexatious alarm. A fkirmifh took place that at firft 
feemed trifling, but by degrees grew more ferious, and 
ended in the rout of the Moors, who were purfued 
back to the city,* with the lofs of four hundred flain, 
and fifty. taken prifoners. In this fldrmifh, the Al- 
cayde of Los Donceles, and Portocarrero, lord of 
Palma, fignalized themfelves greatly, and almoft the 
^hole of the Zegri race was deftroyed. The king of 
^ B b 4 v Granada 
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Granada was forely affli&ed at his lofs, and the queen 
of Caftile returned to the camp highly pleafed with her 
view of the city. 

About this time (bme Mooriih woodmen found the 
Turirifh habits and (hields of the ehamplons who had 
fought in the queen's defence; and carrying them to 
Granada, they came to GazuPs fight, who, recollect- 
ing whofe they were, enquired of the woodmen 
where they had been found. And being anfwered in 
the thickeft part of the wood of Rome, Gazul fuf- 
pefted the knights had been way-laid and murdered, 
and demanded to know whether they had found the 
dead bodies of any knights, but the woodmen an- 
fwered him they had not ; Gazul ordered the habits 
and fhields to be carried to the queen, who perfe&fy 
recolle&ed them; and, very much furprifed, enquired 
from whence he had them, and on receiving the in* 
formation, her majefty's fufpicions correfponded with 
Gazul's, and felt ftrongly on the Zegries and Gomeles : 
their fufpicions were immediately communicated to the 
Alabeces, Vanegas, Aldoradines and Almoradies, and 
harfli words arofe between them, and the remaining 
Zegries, Gomeles and Mazas ; but as in reality they 
Vere perfectly innocent of the crime laid to their 
charge, they retorted on their adversaries, and a tu« 
mult enfued that had near befen the ruin of the city, 
and which the king and the priefts found the greateft 
difficulty to pacify. 

" How is this, gentlemen of Granada," exclaimed 
the latter, " While the enemy is at your gates, how is 
it you are fighting with your brethren ? You are con- 
tending among yourfelves only to give thejn the advan* 

tage. 
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tage. This ia no time, for divifion?* they wiH molt 
afluredly be the deftui&ion ot the kingdom* Thefe 
arguments and the king's authority at length reftored 
tranquillity : but man y of the Zegries, Gomeles and, 
Mazas had fallen in, the conteft, and fame few of th* 
other party. Muza, tbongh tired of thefe continued 
difturbances, was not much difpleafed at this laft* coo-* 
fiderlng it would tend to bring matters tQ a more 
fj>eedy crifis, and promote the wifh-ojf himfelf and hi* 
friends, to deliver up the city to king Ferdinand, and 
to enUft tberafel vea under the banners of Chuft. Mu*a t 
in a- (hort time after, took an opportunity of heing 
•lone with hia brother, to addrefs him in the following 
manner:— 

* # Very inconfideratelry have you a&ed, btother Boat* 
ill, in forfeiting your word with the Chriftian monarch, 
which is highly unbecoming of a king. Examine into 
your means, and judge whether you are able to pre* 
Jerve the city, the only one*tbat remains, to you of all 
your kingdom ? Provifioas are beginning to fail ; 
divifiona prevail among the people, the deaths and ba- 
mfhment of the Abencetrages are ftill in theb reraem* 
brance, and for your diihonovable treatment of the 
queen, although it has been amply revenged, the Air 
moradies and, Marines, and all her relation, continue 
your mortal enemies* You have no friend, nor any 
profpe& of fuccour that can refcue you from the mighty 
power of king Ferdinand* Say, then, what ia yeut 
determination? You hefitate to anfwer* If you are 
not bent upon deftru&ion, furrender the city to king 
Ferdinand ; he has promifed to give you an honorable 
tffcablifrmcut, and you will do wife not to endreafe his 

caufe 
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caufe of refentment, and comply with the* obligation* - 
of your treaty, without waiting till you are compelled 
by force. I muft forewarn you that the chief of the 
nobility have refolved to quit the city of Granada, and* 
to ferve king Ferdinand, and if you defire to know 
who they are that have fo refolved, learn then that 
they are the Alabeces, Gazules, Aldoradines, Vanegas, 
Azarques, Alarifes, and their whole 'party, whofe chief 
you well know I am myfelf, we defign to become 
Chriftians, and to devote ourfelves to ihe fervice of 
their Catholic majefties. Confider of your power, and 
what you can effecr., even if you had all the reft of the 
city in your intereft ? We remain folely for the pur- 
pofe of guarding our houfes and eftates, and we are' 
defirous that our country Ihould not be ravaged and 
deftroyed, its royal ftandard torn to pieces, and itsfons 
divided among the grandees of Caftile, to be their 
(laves. I therefore prefs you rooft earneftly to follow 
my advice, and to obferve with what humanity king 
Ferdinand his treated the reft of the kingdom, permit- 
ting the citizens to refide in their habitations, paying 
their accuftomed tribute, and allowing them to continue 
their country-drefs, to fpeak their native language, 
and to follow the religion of their fathers." 

The king was greatly perplexed when he heard his 
brother fpeak his mind fo freely, and fighing heavily, , 
he began to weep, confcious, as fo many Cavaliers 
were devoted to the intereft of king Ferdinand, with 
Muza for their chief, he had no alternative but to fur* 
render the city. Reflecting alfo on the horrors of its . 
being taken by afiault ; that its lovely damfels would 
be ntvifhed by the rude foldier, its houfeg pillaged, and 

itt 
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its faireft palaces be deftroyed, he 'at length replied to 
Muza, that he would no longer refift the furrender of 
the city, and he ordered him to aflemble the Divan for 
taking the meafure into confideration, which Muza ac- 
cordingly fummoned to meet in the Alhambra. 

The Alabeces, Gazules, and their friends unani- 
moufly voted for a capitulation with the monarchs of - 
Caftile,and the chief of the nobility being of the fame 
fentiment, the king ordered the trumpets to be founded, 
and multitudes of the citizens affembling at the fum- 
xnons, he informed them it had been agreed in the 
Divan to furrender the city to king Ferdinand to avoid 
the mifery and horror of its being pillaged. A great 
tumult enfued, fome declaring the war ought to be 
continued in the expe&ation of fuccours arriving from, 
Africa ; while others urged that none were likely to 
arrive, and declared for the capitulation. In this man- 
ner, without coming to any decifive plan, thirty day/5 
were fpent in doubt and uncertainty, when at length it 
was agreed to fubmit to king Ferdinand, on the con- 
dition of their being allowed to preferve their religion, 
habit, and language, as had been granted to the other 
towns and villages of the kingdom. 

Muza at the head of the Alabeces, Aldoradines, 
Gazules, and Vanegas, was deputed to go to Santa Fe, 
, where the king and his grandees were then affembled, 
for the purpofe of arranging the treaty for the capitu- 
lation. But when king Ferdinand faw fo numerous, a 
body approaching, altLough he had received a letter 
from Muza to advife him of theii intention, he ordered , 
feis camp under arms to prevent a furprize. 

When 
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When they arrive* at Santa Fe, four gmtie xv«t, 
Muaa, Malique AUbei, Aldorain, smd Gasul* wtie 
deputed by the reft to negoqiate the treaty t and vifct 
the royal teat. While they rernainedVithout, walk- 
ing through the city* and admiring its beauty ; QfiA 
being introduced to the king, Aldoradio, a gentleman, 
efteemedfor bis abilities, addreffed him in thofe terms ;~ 
" Not hoitile arms, nor the warlike found qf dfwxp 
and trumpets.; not the torn banner, nor the death Qf 
noble Chriftians, invincible and mighty Ferdin*ad, 
are the motives of our embaffy to fiurender thf fear 
city of Granada, and fubmit its royaj fta^dard teyour 
will, but we are induced to the fubrnifijon by the fame 
ef yourilluftrious virtues, and mercy to your futjie&s, 
fe manifeitly known to all the world, Andtruftisg 
that our citizens will meet the fame clemency and 
honourable treatment, as thofe who have before fur- 
rendered, we place ourfelves beneath your fcepter, and 
bow to yen as vaffals. We pledge ourfelires, to put 
you in poiTeffionof Granada, and all its fortreffea; our 
king alfo kiffes your royal hands, and intreats that the 
forfeiture ef his word and engagement way be no 
longer retained in remembrance, and that jtwir 
roajofty maybe affured of his repentance ; in teftimony 
of which he fends this letter, which, humbly* he com- 
manded me to prefent tayou, 

Kiffing the letter, and bending on his knee, Aldoradin 
preferred it to the king, who, to Us great joy, found It 
contained a confirmation of Aldoradin'a addrefs^ and 
that the city and the Alhumbra would be immediately 
furrendered into bis hands* 

Aldoradia 
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Aldotadin then proceeded to propofe the eohtfitioffs 
of the capitulation, that the Moors Ibould fea?« 
free permiffion to pafs over to Africa, or to reinaia in 
this city immolefted, and to be left in the poffeffidn of 
their prbpfcrt y, to be allowed to wear the habit of their 
cbantry and to be continued irt the enjoyment of their 
religion. Thefe points being finally agreed to, their 
Chriftian majefties of Caftile and ArragOn, left their 
damp ftrongly guarded, with a great body of troops, 
and ttiarched to Granada, and on 30th of December, 
1491, the famous fortrefs of the Alhambra was fur* • 
rendered into their hands. On the fecond of January, 
queeh Ifabellaand the Court left Santa F€ for Granada, 
and refting on a hill, at a fliort diftance from the city, 
ihe flopped to admire its beauty, and to wait until it 
was firrrendered in form. King Ferdinand, attended by 
his Grajidefes, rode round by the Genii, and the Moor- 
Hh monarch cameout from Granada, and preffented him 
-tffth the keys of the city and of its different fortreffes, 
haftening at the fame time to alight and kifs his feet, 
but kkig Ferdinand prevented him, and allowed him to 
kifs hishafttd. The king receiving the keys, delivered 
thtm totltfe count of Teudilla, whom he had already 
•^pointed governor of Granada. 

The Chriftiatt troops now entered the gates of the 
*i*y and proceeded flite&fy to the Alhambra, where the 
ffattfdafd of flielioly erofs tvas reared on the tower ofc 
Cotnanes, as were tikewife the banners of their Oatho* 
ikrmajefties, a&d the herald at arms proclaimed, % * long 
iive Ferdinand and Ifabella, the fovereigns of Granada^* 

Whenking Ferdinand beheld the two ftandanfc way*. 
Ing together, he fell on his knee*, and gave God than** 

for 
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for the conqueft of the city. Te Deura was thefl 
chaunted to the mufic of the royal chapel, and tears of 
joy were univetfally fhed. Drums, trumpets, and other 
inftruments were heard in the Alhambra, and Muza, 
and the Moorilh nobility, who had agreed to become 
Chriftians, paraded through the city, with mufic play- 
in^ before them. In the evening theie was a play of 
canes to the great entertainment of their Chriftian ma* 
lefties. There were alfo great illuminations and fetes 
in the city, which brought thoufands from the neigh- 
bouring towns and villages to fee them. 

Our hiftorian relates that on the day of the furrender 
of the city, the Moorifh king fhewed his fenfe of his 
humiliated ftatc in two different circumftances ; the 
firft, in paffing over a fmall brook, by not permitting 
thofe who were in a line with him to cover his feet, 
as was the cuftom.with the Granadines on paffing 
through water with their monarch ; and again, when 
be afcended a ftair cafe, and put off his flippers, by n,ot 
allowing the chief nobility of his train to take the 
charge of them. When Boabdil returned to his palace 
the Alcazaba, he began to weep for the lofs of his king- 
dom, which his mother perceiving, exclaimed, " That 
as he knew not how to defend his country like a man, 
he did well to weep for it like a woman." 

All the Grandees of Caflile were admitted ' to the 
honor of kifiing their Catholic majefties hands, and the 
.-ufual oaths were taken on the occafion. Frefh favors 
were heaped on all thofe who were prefent at the con- 
queft. The inhabitants having furrendered their arms, 
.they were depouted in the Alhambra ; and every thing 
/being quietly fettled in the city; king Ferdinand or- 
dered 
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flered the houfes and eftates of the Abencerrages to be 
reftored, granting them many additional proofs of his 
regard, as he did alfo to Reduan, Sarracino, and Abena- 
iriar, who had ferved him with the greateft fidelity in 
the war. Muza and Selima embraced the Chriftiari 
faith, and were married, the king and queen presenting 
them with many valuable eftates. 

The Sultana queen now went to pay her Tefpe&s to 
their Catholic Majefties; and when flie declared her 
intention of being baptized, the Archbifhop of Placenfia 
performed the ceremony, giving her the name of Dona 
Ifabellaof Granada, Shortly after lhe married a no- 
bleman, to whom the king gave two townlhips as a 
portion* He alfo (hewed diftinguifliing marks of favor 
Jo the Alabeces, Gazules, Vajiegas, and Aldoradines, 
who all became Chriftians, granting them many privi- 
leges, aqd in particular the privilege of bearing arms ; 
to Malique Alabez, and to Aldoradin, he flood godfa- 
ther in perfon, naming the firft Don John Alabez, and 
the fecond, after his own name, Don Ferdinand Aldo- 
radin. King Ferdinand then ordered all the remaining 
Zegries to be banifhed the kingdom, for their treachery 
to the Abencerrages. The Gomeles accompanied the 
Little King to Africa, who declined to remain in Spain, 
notwithftanding Purchena had been granted to him 
and in Africa he was flain by the Moors for the lofsof 
Granada. 

Our Moorifh hiftorian relates that Mazas was not the 
true appellation of the lineage fo called, but Abembizes ; 
and that of this family two different branches were fet- 
tled in Granada, not thoroughly according with each 
, other, both pretending to be derived from the fair- 
eft 
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eft origin. Tt happened tBat one branch ofthefe Abem- 
bizes, in the time of klftg John the flrft df CattHe, hud 
a battle on the Vega, with the Cbrtftians, wbofe cap* 
tain and lieutenant were brothers, Don Peflw> > tad Don 
Gafpaf Maza, of the kingdoms of Arragon and Valen* 
tia. The battle was very blood/, the captains and lieu- 
tenants of both parties Falling, the ftandards were ex* 
changed, m& captives made bfrth by the Chriftian* 
and the Moors; and frbm the recolle&ion of this battle, 
{peaking of the Abembizes in Granada, it was nfiial to 
enquire which Abembizes, the Mazas, or the other 
Abembizes, fo that in pro<iefe of time, they were all of 
fhem called by the general name of Mazas. 

The Moorifh queen, on her marriage with the tioMe* 
man, reftored liberty toEfperanzade Hita, her attend* 
ant, and ptefenting her witfi many rich jewels, fait 
her to Mula, her native city, where flie amvfed after a 
feven yeats captivity. Not many days after the fbrren- 
der of Granada, a quantity of arms was found concealed 
in a cave, and great enquiries were made after flie per* 
fons who had hid them ; when at length the parties be- 
ing difcovered they were condemned . to death. Seve- 
ral matters which we have related, never came to the 
knowledge of Hernando del Pulgar, Mttoriaft to b& 
Catholie majefty ; perhaps, as it was kept a profound 
fecret who were the fpur ChrHHan knights who fotr^rt 
in the queen's defence, he did not notice the battle, 
or, as his hiftory was taken trp in affairs off greater con* 
fequence, if he was apprised of the events, he drd ftrt 
telate them. 

Our MooriHi author teeeived his information tttrta 
the SiilUna herf&f , who Ifaewed \&ta a copy of the tet- 
ter 
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ter &e tad feat to Don John Chacon, and his original 
Jeply ; and from thefe autheritic materials he was ena- 
bled to Write his account of that famous battle, nor wal 
it at the time of the cowjueft^ as we faid before, known 
who the combatants were. When Granada was taken* 
our hiftorian went to Tremecen in. Africa, taking his 
papers with him, whefe he died* leaving two fons* 
fend agrandfon* iiamed Argutafe, of equal .ability with 
himfelf, whodolle&ed his grandfather's manpfcripts,and 
among them fouiid this little book, which 1 value not a 
little, sis it treats fo largely of Granada, From great 
friendlhip he presented the book to a Jew, called the 
holyJRabbi, who tranflated it into the Hebrew language 
for his amufement ; and the original Arabic he pre- 
sented to Don Rodrigo Ponce de Leon, count of Bay- 
len, who^ to know the contents, as both his father and 
grandfather were ptefent at the conqueft of Granada* 
engaged the Jew to tranilate it into the Spanifh, but 
afterwards* not being able to make any ufe of it, did 
me the favor to prefent it to me. 

As the hiftory of the civil wars, and of the fa&ions 
of the Zegries and Abencerrages is now concluded, we 
lhall finifh our account of the amours of Gazul and 
Lindaraxa, and relate what happened to Don Alonfo de 
Aguilar, and in what manner he Was flain by the 
Moors in the Sierra Bermeja. , When Gazul was bap- 
tized, and had received many favors from king Ferdi- 
nand, he requefted his permiffion to go to Saint Lucar, 
which being granted him, he immediately fet forward 
on his journey, extremely anxious to fee his miftrefs* 
andfent a page to her with the account of his arrival* 
Lindaraxa was at .thai time, through jealoufy, greatly 

c c offended 
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offended with htm, and refufed to receive his page, at 
which Gazul was extremely hurt, and hearing there 
was to be a tilt of canes in G elves, he refolved to 
leave St. Lucar, and to be prefent at it ; but to avoid 
being tirefome by a repetition, we (hall relate what 
paffed in the words of the ballad :— 

In the fquare of fair Saint Lucar, 

All in purple, white, and green, 

Pacing backward, pacing forward, 
Was the noble Gazul feen. 

Wifhing he .to part for Gelves, 
And*the tilt of canes to join. 

In the fete of the Alcayde's, 

For the peace the monarchs fign. 

He lov f d a fair Abencerrage, 

The daughter of a gallant chief, 

Slain by Zegries and Gomeles, 
And the cruel king's belief. 

Leave to take and hold fweet Converfe 

Still he paces to and fro, 
Turns his eyes towards the window", 

If (he there her form might (how. 

An hour that feem'd long years was over, 
His fond hopes impatient grew ; 

When (he came to the balcony, * 

Short the years, and fwift they flew. 
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fie fpufrfd his horfe, he fpufr'd him feeing 
The fun that blaz'd all-glorious round, 

iMade hiui kneel, and, duteous bending, 
In his name to kifs the ground. 

In a voice confus'd and trembling, 

" Bleft," he dry'd, " with your dear fight, 
" Nothing ill can furely happen 

" To your true and loyal knight. 

* c Obligation and my parents 

" Force me hence to go forlorn ; 

" Give me but a pledge of kindnefs, 
" That ihall your GazuL adorn." 

Jealous was' fair Lindaraxa, 

She with jealous love expir'd; 
Zayda, Ihe believ'd, of Xeres, 

Zayda, her Gazul admir'd. 

Thus Ihe anfwer'd, " 'Tis for Zayda,, 

" Not for me you truly burn, 
" If in war it happens to thee, 

'.' As I wifh you'll ne'er return, 

f * Nefcr return to fair Saint Lucar, * 

" Gallant as you were before; 
«' To the eyes that fondly lov*d thee, 

'* And th$ eyes that hate thee more. 

c c % " Woul4 
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M Would to Alia that your falfthoodf 

M In the tilt may find a foe 
fC Who may treat you* as you merit, 

** Andf not canes but lances throw! 

" That beneath his robes of gala, 
* * He may wear a coat of mail, 

•* And if you fhould feek for vengeance, 
" You may in that vengeance fail? 

•* That your friends may not affiff yott^ 
*' But your advcrfaries wound, 

4t And to ferve the ladies entering 

44 On mens (boulders leave the ground! 

" And that fte may ne'er lament tbee, 
• ' Who once lifted to thy breathy 

94 But with maledictions loading 

" JToy to hear Ay fudden deaths 

Gazul fancy'd ffie was jeflang ; 

(So might tni$ well underftand^ 
Riling therefore on his ftirrup* 

Now he wifl/d tekifs her hand*. 

u May tbofe bitter maledi&tons 
" Fall, Signora," ht replies, 

* f To revenge the wrong he dees me* 
" On the Moor tlutmer belies! 



<< r<# l 
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* € For my foiil abkors falfe Zayda, 
44 And its former love repents, 

* c Curfes too the years I ferv'd her, 
44 And ks cruel wrongs tefents* 

** Leaving me for one f© wretched, . 

44 Rich in fortuned gifts alonel— -'* 
Ail this heard fair Lindaraxa, 

Till her patience was quite flown* 

At this moment with his horfes, 

Came a page, and canes they bore, 

AH in gallant plumes and trappings, 
Nothing could be fancy'd more. 

He feiz'd his lance, he feiz'd it fiercely, 
Mad to fee thefe things befall, 

And broke it in a thoufand pieces, 
Riding furious at the wall* 

e 

Homeward then his deeds he order* d, 
And their plumes and trappings gay, 

Green and white he changed for murrey, 
That in Gelves to difplay. 

Lindaraxa could not be induced to liften to him ; 
Hie left the balcony in fuch wrath that fhe {truck her 
hand againft the window, and raihly {hut it; but at 
length refle&ing on what fhe had done; {he was forry 
for her behaviour, and the more fo, when {fa* was in- 
formed that GazuL had returned home; and changed 
the colour of his livery. Sending for him, he found 
c c 3 her 
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her in the garden, and difcourfing together, fhe at 
length confent$d to beftow her hand on him, and per- 
mitting him to go to Gelves to the tilt, fhe gave him 
many rich jewels to wear at the fete ; and qqw follows 
the fecond ballad :-~ , 

Deck'd with jewels, love's bright pledges, 

Lindaraxa's gifts divine, 
Valiant Gazul parts for Gelves, 

There the tilt of canes to join, 

Four bright fteeds his canes are bearing, 
AH in trappings rich and gay, 

With a thoufand golden cyphers 
That Abencerrage fay. 

All in white, and green, gad purple, 

Was the noble Gazul feen ; 
Plumes the fame, with ope red feather, 

Thefe ^dora his noble mien, 

Fring'd his drefs with gold and filver, 
On the purple fhone the gold ; 

On thfe green and white the filver ; 
All was glorious to behold* 

Jn his fhield's refplendent center, 

He a bloody favage bears, 
herculean ftrength exerting, 

A huge lion's jaws he tears, 



inch j 

i 
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Sueli the bold Abencerr^ges 

For their grand devices fram'd, 
Knights of valour, thro' Granada, 

For their matchlefs prowefs fam'd. 

From a warm and pure affe&ion 

To his fair one, this he bore ; 
She the beauteous darling offspring 

Of tV Abencerrage Moor. 

On his fliield this gallant motto, 

" Nought excels it," did he bear; 

Thus equipp'd the noble Gazul 
Enters Gelres' royal fquaie. 

Thrice ten valorous knights attend him, 

For thus Gazul had defir'd, 
Ail in one rich livery girded, 

None who faw them but admir'd. 

Every youth, except brave Gazul, 

For devices chofe the fame, 
He the added cyphers bearing 

Of th* Abencerrage* s name. - 

Now the full-breath'd hautboys founding, 

To the fports they foon repair, 
y^ith fuch wond'rous (kill" contending, 

That they feem'd like gods at war. 

c c 4 But 
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But the valiant Gazuf s party 

Made their brave oppofer'a yield, 

}Jot a fingfe cane they darted, 

gut it cleft foiQe jpigjtoy ffeield. 

In tbe windows afti balconies. 

Shone a thoufand M^i(b fair* 
^Ul admiring noble Ga^uU 

Isovfilj £ajda. tQQ W3fc tl^efe* 

Her of Xeces, qail'd fair Zayda, 
Prefect at. the royal f^te,^ 

Clad in murrey was the *Qtti4e8* 

M enroling th,us, h#r ^idow'd ftate, 

fuming thus, her deftin'd huftand. 
Whom the mighty Gazul flew ; 

Soon his perfon flbe difcov^ed 

By the mooting eaposL he th#w* 

On the pafl: events tefle$ng* 

When her Gazul was her flaye^ 

Ere unto his curfed rival., 

Ske her hand fo raCUly gave, 

til did (he reward his fervice, 
111 hi3 generous, Iqve repay ; 

JJow to keen remorfe a vi&im, 
JLovely Zayd^ faints away. 



When 



• This exprefiion will be explained in the fequel, Gazul having 
flain her hulband on the very evening of his marriage. 
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Wk*n fte felt her ftrength returning,] 
Thu3 her frighted feryaqt fpoke ; 

" TsU nxe,. my beloy'd §ignora^ 

" . What has cw»'4 flu* djje^dful ifcpck ?'* 

Faultering did fair Zayda anfwer, 

In a voice confusM and low; 
f - See you not yon gjeat Alcides f 

** WW th* caoas fp well can, throW ? 

€f Gazul is the blooming heiQ f 

f * Of illqlbious parents born ; 

* c Six long years he did me homage, 
" I repaid hb love with fawn* 

" Though h« fcill'd my drifted fcufband, 
" Though indeed he pierc'd his breaft, 

** I the crime alone occafionM, 

*< And I'd die to make him Weft. 

* ' Would to A Ha he now* fov'd me ! 

*' But, alas ! his paflion's o'er, 
f ' An Abencerrage holds him. 

V ^nd for me he pants no more.'* 

'Now the royal fStes were ended, 

' Through the country fp renawn'dw 
Gazul haftena to Saint Lucar, 

With immortal honor croWcU 



All 
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All Gelves united in admiration of Gazul'g gallantry, 
and many' of the- ladies were fo captivated with big 
a^drefs in the tilt of canes, that they would gladly 
have numbered him among their fuitors. Returning 
to Saint Lucar, he immediately went to pay big jefpe&s 

to 

De honor, y trofeos lleno, 

Mas que el gran M&rte lo ha fido,* 

El valerofo Gazul 

De Gelves havia venido. 

. Vinofe para Sari Lucar, 

Donde fue hien redbido . 

De fu dama Lindaraxa, 

De la qual es muy querido, » 

Eftando ambos a dos, 

En un jardin may florido, 
Con amorofos regalos, 

Siendo cada qua! feyvidp. * > 

Lindaraxa aficionada, . , , 

Una guirnalda ha texido 
f De clavelinas, y rofas, 

T un alheli efcogido, 

Cercada de violetas 

Flor que de amanteg ha fido, 
■Se la pufo en la c^beza 

A Gazul, yafliledixo: 

• The fccond and fourth lines terminating altogether in 0, if 
merely accidental* 
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to Lindaraxa, who was greatly delighted to fee him, 
and anxioufly enquired every particular that had hap- 
pened to him in Gelves ; which the enamoured youth 
with pleafure related, and here follows the third bal- 
lad, to which we annex a fac-fiqaile of the Spanifli :— 

Thefe 

Full of trophies full of honof, 

More than Mars had ever won, 
I Valiant Gazul came from Gelves, 

He was glory's fav'rite fon. 

Quick he haften'd to Saint Lucar, 

Where he was receiv'd with joy, 

By his lady Lindaraxa, 

Who no longer play'd the coy. 

Hand in hand they walk'd together, 

In a garden full of flow'rs, 
jA^pd in amorous converfe fweetly 

Pafs'd the love-devoted hours. 

Breathing fondnefs, then a garland 
Of the choiceft flowers fhe wove ; 

finks and rofes, in the center 

BJoom'd a fine carnation-clove. 

Thefe with' fragrant violets blending, 
Now (he twin'd it round his head, 

/tad delighted with the office 
To her Gazul thus (he (aid ; 
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Nunca fuera Ganiinedes 

De roftro tan efcogido, 
Si el gran Jupiter te viera, 

£1 te llev£ra configo. 

JEt fuerte Gazul la abraza, 

Diciendola con un rifo ; 
No pueda fer tan hermjofe 

Lo que el Troyano ha efcogido* 

Por lo qual fe perdio Troy&, 

Y ea fuego fe havia encendido f 

Como tu, Senora mia, 
Vencedora de Cupido t 

Si hermofa te parezco, 

-Gazul cafate conmigo, 
J?ues que me drfte la fee 

Que ferias mi marido, 

Thefe and many amorous dalliances pad between 
Lindaraxa and Gazul, when Lindaraxa having agreed 
to marry him, he aiked her uncle's- confent, who was 
her guardian* The uncle was highly pleafed, as Gazul 
was both noble, rich, and valiant : and giving it, the 
nuptials were celebrated with great magnificence ; many 
Chriftians and Moorifh gentlemen attending, and in 
particular all the Chriftian Gazules, Abencerrages, and 
Vanegas from Granada, Daraxa alfo, Lindaraxa's fitter, 
with her hufband Zulema, wha was in high efteem 
with his Catholic majefty, were prefent. There was 4 
buil-feaft, a tilt of canes, and (ports of the ring on 

th$ 
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** Ne'er did Ganymed, believe me, ; 

• • Shine with beauty half fo bright, 
" If great Jupiter beheld thee, 

" He would (hatch thee from my fight/ 41 

Round the waift he gently clafp'd h& 9 
Laughing with a fmtle fo gay, 

'* Neither yet was half fo lovely 
" She the Trojan Hole away . 

•'- Troy was loft and burnt to aflies, 
" So I burn with amorous fire; 

•' Cupid's felf your charms have vanqvuCh r d # 
" Cupid god of foft defire/' 

09 Lovely if I feem my Gazul, 

. " Take me, take me for thy bride, 
u Our true faith {hall ne'er be broken, 
" Our fond hearts {hall ne'er divide." 

the oecafion, and the fdtes lafted two whole months, 
at the expiration of which time all the Granadine Ca- 
valiers returned home in company with the bride and 
bridegroom, who went to kifs their majefties hands* 
Delighted to fee them, their majefties ordered all the 
eftate of Lindaraxa's father to be reftored, and given 
to Gazul. Lindaraxa, becoming a Ghriftian, was bap- 
tized by the name of Jane, and Gazul hinrfelf was- 
now called Don Peter Anzul. , 

To the hiftory of Gazul belongs another ballad, but 
as the author did not thoroughly underftand the ftqry, 
it has net beau placed at the begiauiog to which it 

relates, 
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relates, to avoid leading the reader into an efrrot. The * 
ballad begins, " ^WJien the foe of day appearing:*' 
and mentions that Zayda, the daughter of the Alcayde 
of uteres, was to be efjjoufed to the Alcayde of Seville, 
which is certainly a chronological error, for Gazul, 
who flew the' betrothed hufband of Z ay da, lived in the 
reign of their Catholic majefties, Ferdinand and Ifa* 
bella, at wbich time the cities of Xeres and Seville 
had ceafed to belong to the Moors, and were then in 
the poffeffion of the Chriftians, as the verfe in the firft 
ballad of Saint Lucar clearly eft'ablilhes, "The daughter 
of a gallant chief, flain by Zegries and Gomeles." The 
truth is, that Zayda's grandfather or great-grandfather 
was the Alcayde of Seville, at the time when Xeres was 
taken, and as the Chriftians only garrifoned the city and 
fortrefs, and did not deprive the Moors of their laws, 
their language, or religion, the families' continued to 
xefide in the city, as before the conqueft, and it was 
the fame with the inhabitants of the city of Seville. 
The rich Moor who was on the point of being married 
to Zayda, could not therefore be the Alcayde of Seville, 
but the grandfon or great-grandfon of the late Alcayde 
at the time of the conqueft of the city. Gazul alio 
• paid his addreffes to Zayda at the time the treaty of 
marriage was on foot with the Moor, but could net 

fucceed, 

• In the Original**-" Sale la eftrella de Venus," The greateft 
part of this ballad I have chofen, correcting the miftakes of the 
author, agreeable to the account given by the Spanifh translator. 
And where, in other inftances, two ballads have occurred on the 
fame fubje&s, and nearly fimilar, I have fele&ed the one which v 
appeared to me the beft. As this ballad broke off abruptly, I cbefe 
the latter part of its companion, which is lengthened to ten vcrfca 
infttad of four. 
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fucceed, as her parents were rrfblved to marry her to 
his rival, who was in Come degree related to them, 
and who was alio richer than Gazul ; and though, in 
faft, Zayda feeretly loved Gazul, fhe would no .longer 
favor hi* {nit* as Ihe was unwilling to difobey her pa- 
rents* 

. One night, before the treaty was concluded, there 
Was a ball at Zayda' s houfe, at which Gazul was pre- 
fent, as the Moors were then at peace with the Chris- 
tians, and had the full liberty of vifiting their friends 
in the Chriftian territories ; Gazul and Zayda danced 
the Zambra together, and, in going through the figure, 
frequently joined hands. When the dance was over, 
Gazul was fo enraptured with Zayda, that he could 
not forbear giving her a tender kifs; at ..which the 
Sevillian Moor, furious as an angered lion, drew his 
fcimitar, and was on the point of ftriking Gazul, who 
placed himfelf in a pofture of defence., and would have 
'handled him roughly, if their friends had not inter- 
fered, and quietted the Moor. 

The affembly was thrown into confufion, and 
Zayda's parents were fo offended with Gazul that he 
was forbid the houfe ; without deigning to make a re- 
ply, Gazul immediately withdrew in a moft indignant 
paflion, vowing the death of the betrothed Moor, and 
anxioufly hoping for an opportunity to ' fl&y him. 
When Gazul.. heard the hour that was appointed for 
the nuptials, he armed himfelf completely ' 9 arid mount- 
ing a powerful borfe, left Medina Sidonia for Xeres, 
and entering the city at the moment when Zayda and 
the Moor were leaving her father's houfe, attended by 
many Chriftians and Moors, to go to the houfe of 

he* 
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iertraftand, where \h/b ceremony was to Be perfcfm&fi 

Crazul burning with rage and jfeafouT^i drew has feiifri* 

tar, and attacking the Moor, teft him dead at a fiftgtt! 

ftrtfke. Aftbniihed at the-darittg deed j the attendants J 

were at a lofs *hat to fay t>r €o ; and th« clarions of I 

the dead Moor and Zayda alone attacked GaiuJ, btft ] 

he defended hiifcffelf fb valiantly, that he wounded fe- j 

veral of them, and made his efcdpe without receiving 

any injury ; thefe events produced the following bal* 

lad, which, in point of .order as to tinte, ottg^it td 

have flood the firft ; and fo it will be found to ftand 

in the fmall volume the Englifh translator is publiflJing 

of thefe ballade 

When the foe of day appearing 

Spreads his dufky mantle firf f 
Beaming then in beauty glorious , , 

Sallies forth the evening {tar* 

With it too from fair Sidonia 

Sallies an illuftrioiis Moor, 
Rodomonte not more valiant ; 

Over Xeres* plains he bore* i 

Where into the Spanifh ocean ! 

Falls the Guadalete's flream^ 
And the harbour of Saint Mary 

Takes lis famous facred name* ! 

Though 
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Though be was of noble lineage* 

In defpair he mourns his fate, 
His ungrateful lady leaves hiin, 

Judging him of fmall eftate* 

And for this that night lhe marries, 

An unfeemly worthlefs Moor, 
Grandfon to the late Alcayde 

Of Seville and Alcazor. 

Much he mourns his haplefs fortune, 
Much fo great a wrong he mourns ; 

Xeres* echoing plain, refponfive. 
All his doleful plaint returns. 

" Zayda, Zayda," (thus he fates her, 

Madder than the ftormy fea, 
When it fwallows up the veflels,) 

€€ Adamant is foft to thee I 

" How canft thou ungrateful fair one, 

" After caufing all my pain, 
" Give my pledges to a rival, 

" And my former vows difdain? 

" Is the peerlefs oak fo hateful, 

ff You, its noble ftock deride, 
<c And your beauteous tree leave naked, 

'! Stripp'd of all its blooming pride? 

p<l u Can 
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" Can you leave one poor tho* noble,' 
•• Choofing one that's rich tho* poor, 

€t Nought the foul's high worth efteerning, 
" Wealth the gift of chance ador,e? 

€t Can you leave your faithful Gazul, 
" Six years fervice quite forego, 

" And accept vile Albunzayde, 

" One that you fo flightly know ? 

f * Alia grant that he may hsrte you, 

" But that you with love may burn, 

" And when he is abfent languifti, 
" Jealous of his flow return! 

t€ That at table you may vex him, 

" And may loath him in your bed! 

" That nor night nor day bring comfort, 
•' Smiling peace for ever fled ! 

u That nor in the fetes nor Zambras, 

" He may your initials wear, 
" And the fcarf your hands have wrought him, 

• c May his eyes difdain to bear'! 

" May he take his miftrefs cypher, 

"'Seeking to increafe your woes, 
'• Ne'er permitting you to view him, * 

" When the mounting, pane 'he throws. 

* 

" To 
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u To the door and to the window * 
'* May you be accefs deny'd : 

* € And if you fhou'd much abhor him* 
*' Long ma y y° u remain his bride! 

** But if you IhouM highly love hirri, 
" May you foon behold him dead ! 

*' Not a greater raaledi&ion* 

49 Falls upon the bridal bed." 

Thus, his haplefs fate lamenting, 

Gazill enters Xeres' gates, 
Juft at midnight, and difcovers 
All prepared for bridal fiStes. 
i 
From Granada* s diftant frontiers, 

. Here the youthful Moors convene ; 
Blazing in the ftreets of Xeres, * ' 

Are ten thoufand torches feen. 

Lamps adorn the ftately palace, 

That like glittering funs appear* 

And the richeft robes of gala, 
Shine in competition here. 

In the midft walks lovely Zaj^da, 
By the hand her fpoufe Ihe leads, 

On her heavenly beauties gazing, 
He his amorous pafiion feeds* 

p d % When 
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When he faw them fail approaching, 
Great was mighty Gazul's rage ; 

Not fo mad the furious Hon, 

Does the bloody combat wage* 

But awhile his anger bridling, 
He advances with his fteed, 

That no unforefeen difafter, . 

May prevent his puipos'd deed. 

When the bridal train drew near him, 
When he faw the joyful band, 

And the bridegroom ftand before him, 
On his fword he laid his hand. 

In a lofty voice exclaiming, 

None but heard him that were nigh ; 
" Think not to enjoy fair Zayda, 

" Villain, fponer (halt thou die* 

" Yet efteem me not a traitor, 
" Since I tell thee my defign, 

*' Boldly draw thy ftxining fabre, 

" As thou fecft me now draw mine." 

And with this he rudely ftruck him, 
Quick the mighty faulchion flew, 

Nothing could oppofe its fury, 

But it pierc'd him thro* and tfero\ ' 



Thus 
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Thus the wretched Albunzayde 
Fell beneath his powerful arm ; 
^** Kill him, kill him," cry'd his parents, 
« c Kill the man that did this harm/' 

*Twas in vain not one could wound him, 
Tho* he fought an holt alone, 

With his nimble fteed efcaping, 
After fuch fierce valour fhewn. 

There Is no paffion adls more forcibly on the human 
breaft than jealoufy ; hiftory teems with the fad di£- 
afters it has pccafioned, and with truth may they fay 
who have experienced its. effect, that it is a frantic 
madnefs ; the want of confideration in lovers often 
gives birth to this, odious paffion ; obferve the conduct 
of Zayda of Xeres, wlio after fix years of favor and 
friendfhip for Gazul, in an inftant forgot him, and 
contra&ed herfelf to Albunzayde of Seville, only be- 
caufe he was the richeft of the two ; regardlefs of Ga- 
zuTs valour and his birth, for he was defcended from 
a noble family of high estimation, and allied to the 
£rft families in Granada, and the was alfo a gentle- 
man of the ftri&eft honor, and by no means poor, 
having an eftate of more than thirty thoufand doub- 
loons; but Albunzayde was the richeft, and his riches 
preponderated with Zayda, and made her overlook all 
the fuperior excellencies of his rivah Evil betide 
riches, wanting them the worthieft, are defpifed like 
Gazul ! After fix years (ervice, Zayda could not be 
ignorant of his generous paffion, but her love was 
imperfccl; and felfifh, and deferved not the tender 
p d 3 name* 
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name. Juftly inJeed is love painted naked, and thus 
he fhould ever be void of felf intereft, and lovers, dif- 
daining every private confideration, fhould have but 
one foul, one will, and one unifon. It is difficult ta 
conceive that Zayda could have thus condu&ed he*- 
felf towards Gazul, had fhe not been conftraineJ by 
her parents, and fo indeed it appears by the ballad of 
the tilt of canes in Gelves, when (he confeffes her 
paffiou for Gazul, and it rnay alfo from thence be 
gathered, {he was to have been married againft her 
inclination. This ballad fills up the blank in ourhif- 
tory, as the amours of Gazul and Zayda happened ia 
reality when Seville and Xeres belonged to the Chrif- 
tains. Seville was conquered by Ferdinand the third* 
and Xeres by Alonzo the eleventh. Zayda* s parents 
greatly bewailed the death of th£ir intended fon in 
law, apd Zayda ceafed not to weep her lofs ' the 
whole of the night, having no confolation left but in 
the hope that Gazul would renew his fuit, and marry 
her. The next morning Albunzayde was interred with, 
the greateft pomp, and his relations vowed to profe- 
cute Gazul, even to death, in the courts of juftice, nqt 
chufing to feek their revenge in combat. 

When Gazul had accomplifhed his vow of ven* 
geance, he rode in defpair to Granada. In a few days, 
after his arrival, a> criminal fuit was preferred againft 
him, before the king, for the Moor of Seville's death; 
the king was extremely concerned, as he highly va- 
lued Gazul, but he could not refufe to do juftice ; 
uniting his exertions however to thofe of many of the 
nobleft Cavaliers of the city, the matter was at length 
accommodated with the relations of the deceafed, and 

Gazul 
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Gazul was condemned to pay two thoufand doubloons, 
and be freed from all further profecution. At this 
time he caft his eyes on Lindaraxa, and began openly 
to pay her his addreffes, on which account, Reduan 
and he fought the terrible battle before related, on the 
Vega. At Muza's inftance however, Reduan dropped 
his fuit, and Lindaraxa returned Gazul's affe&ion, 
which ceafed not with the death of the Abencerrages, 
among whom her father was flain : for her fake he left 
Granada, and went to St. Lucar, where the lovers 
freely enjoyed each others company ; but at the time 
king Ferdinand laid fiege to Granada, Gazul was fent 
for by his friends to be prefent at the treaty for the 
furrender of the city, and, while he was abfent from 
Saint Lucar, fome officious perfon related to Linda- 
raxa the ftory 1 of his amours with Zayda, and. the 
manner in which he flew her intended hufband, hinting 
even that he was at the time gone to Xeres, and not 
to Granada, as he pretended, which greatly hurt 
Lindaraxa, and diflra&ed her bofom with jealoufy, 
that occafiined her receiving him fo cooly on his re- 
turn to Saint Lucar. 

• When Gazul difcovered Lindaraxa's diipofition was 
fo changeable, he was exceedingly embarraifed, and 
not knowing why fhe rejedled him, he fought the 
firft opportunity of coming to. an explanation,, but the 
wbuld not liflen to him. At this time the tilt was 
held in G elves, to which Gazul was invited : dreffing 
himfelf very gallantly, as we have related, before his 
departure he was defirous to fee her, and the interview 
occafioned the firfl of thefe ballads. At length an 
explanation took place to their mutual fatisfa&ion, and 
d d 4 they 
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they were happily married in Granada, where they 
continued to refide* Zayda, when Ihe found herfelf 
negle&ed, and beard that Gazul was married to Lin- 
daraxa, abhorred him greatly ; but it is reported, 
after fome time (he married a coufin of Gazul's, and 
that thus her refentment ceafed. 
' Before we conclude our biftory, we {hall mention 
the rebellion which broke out in the Alpujarras, not 
long after the conqueft of Granada, when king Fer- 
dinand fummoning a council of his captains, addreffed 
them in thefe terms :— • <f You know, friends, that it 
has pleafed God to give us poifeflion of this kingdom 
after many hard, ftruggles ; but feariefs of our cbaf- 
tifement, fope towns in the mountains have rebelled 
againfl: our authority, .and we muft reduce them. 
Which of you is inclined to undertake the planting our 
royal ftandard again on the Alpujarras? I (hall efteem 
it a high fervice, and will reward him with all poflible 
honors. 

The captains looked round on each other, none of 
them being over forward to accept the king's offer, as 
the enterprize was of the greateft difficulty. t>on 
Alonfo de Aguilar finding every one was filent, rofe, 
and bending reverently to his majefty, exclaimed, 
" This .enterprize I claim as mine, her majefty has 
already granted it." A general filence enfued, but the 
king was highly pleafed, and ordered a thousand picked 
infantry, and five hundred horfe, to be immediately at 
Don Alonfo's command, confidering this a fufficient 
force to fubdue the rebels, and reftore peace. , 

Don Alonfo, accompanied by many of his friends, 
and a great number of gentlemen volunteers, left Gra- 
nada, 
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nada, and bdgan to afcend the mountains w,ith bis 
troops. The Moors hearing of his approach, prepared 
for their defence, and poffeffed themfelves of the nar- 
row pafles to hinder his advance, and while Don 
Alonfo was marching at the head of his troops, through 
a narrow defile, they attacked him with loud Ihouts, 
and rolled down huge Hones and fragments of rocks 
upon him from the heights above, and a great flaughter 
enfued among his troops. The horte could not be 
brought to ad in this fituation, and as many of them 
were {lain, they received orders to retreat. Don 
Alonfo perceiving the deftruftion among his infantry, 
animated them to afcend the mountain ; but his intre- 
pidity availed him nothing, for the Moors continued 
to roll down vaft rocks and ftones, and deftroyed the 
greateft part of the Chriftian troops. With a few fol- 
diers only, and thofe moitly wounded, Don Alonfo at 
length gained the fummit of the mountains, where the 
fatigued Chriftians were fo vigoroufly attacked by the 
Moors, that not one of them efcaped from death. Don 
Alonfo himfelf fell the laft, after difplaying thehighefl: 
valour, and flaymg above thirty Moors with his own 
hands. The horfe, which effe&ed their retreat, brought 
the news to king Ferdinand, who, with the whole 
court, was thrown into the greateft grief on the ocpa- 
fion. 

Here follows a ballad which relates the hiftory at 
large : 

As king Ferdinand was feafed 

With his lords and captains round,' 

Captains brave that in Granada * 

Were with glorious truimphs crown'd. 
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cr Is there here," he cries, <c a hero, 
" Toil and danger never daunt, 

<c Who upon the Alpujarras 

" Will again our flandards plant?" 

Silence reigns, and not a warrior 
Dares accept the bold emprize, 

Till the valiant Don Alonfo 

In thefe accents boldly cries ; 

*' Mine the honor, Sire, I claim it 
" By our gracious queen's confent, 

** To chaftize the Moors rebellious 
49 My keen fword is firmly bent." 

Pleafure fill'd the monarch's bofom, 
And the morning's early ray, 

Saw the great and gallant warrior 
Don Alonfo on his way. 

By a thoufand foot attended, ; 

And five hundred horfe befidc, . 
Up the fteep Nevada bending 

Tow'rds the Moorifli bands he hied. 

When the Moors beheld the Chriftians 
Firmly marching to the fight, 

Hills and brakes entrench their fquadrons, 
Standing on the rocky height. 
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Soon the deadly fray commences 
And the blood in torrents flows, 

Hofts of hoftile Moors afiernbl'd, 

Hoffis the Chriftian troops oppofe, 

Ufelefs here the horfe to combat, 
Down the mighty rocks defcend, 

And with dreadful flaughter crufhing, 
Heroes meet a cruel end. 

Some alone, in terror flying, 
To Granada back retreat, 

But the foot with brave Alonfo 
On a plain, half-routed, meet* 

By the Moors opp'refs'd and weary'd, 
Few to'ftand the fray remain, 

And the fun by nurnbers vanquifli'd 
Sees the valiant Chriftiaas (lain. 

Like a lion fights Alonfo, 

Of his gallant troops bereft, 

What, alas ! avails his valour, 
One alone to thoufands left? 

Still the Moors prefs fiercely onward, 
Not a moment's reft they leave, 

in a thoufand places wounded, 

He no more the fword can heave. 
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Faint with lofs of blood and drooping 

Down the mighty hero fell, 
And his foul to God returning 

Left its gruffer earthly cell. 

Eager ftill to wound his body 

Many a fpiteful lance is thrown, 

Till to Oxicar they bear him, 

£o the Moors a wonder {hewn. 

E'en the Moorifb women haften 
The fall'n hero's corfe to view. 

And rejoice to fee him perifh'd, 

Whofe ftrong arm fuch numbers flew. 

, A fad captive mourn'd to fee him, 
A fad Chriftian captive wept, 

The brave warrior when an infant 
At her breaft fhe fondly kept, 

" Hark," flie cries, "Alas! Alonfo, 

€C Thy fad nurfe beholds thee dead ! 
f€ Moors of thefe wild mountains flew thee, 
And thy foul to heav'ivis tied." 



<« 



In the three ballads on this fubje&, two of them 
nearly firailar, there is this difference, that one relates 
the battle to have been fought in the Sierra Nevada, 
the other in the Sierra Bermeja ; the reader may adopt 
which of the places he thinks fit, as it is likely ever to 
•remain a doubt, both places being fituated in the Alpu- 
jarras, though I rather incline to the latter opinion. 

We 
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We now introduce the laft ballad, and the fecond in 
this book of Do&or Percy's publiflring, with the addi- 
tion of the two laft verfes. 

# 

Gentle river, gentle river, 

Lo! thy ftreams are ftain*d with gore # 
Many a brave and noble captain 

Floats upon thy willow'd ftiore. 

All befide thy limpid waters, 

All befide thy fands fo bright, 

Moorifh chiefs and Chriftian warriors 
Joined in fierce and mortal fight. 

Lords and dukes, » and noble princes, 
On thy fatal banks were flain, 

Fatal banks that gave to daughter 

All the pride and fiow'r of Spain. 

There the hero brave Alonfo 

Full of wounds and glory dy'd, 

'There the fearlefs Urdiales 
Fell a vi&im by his fide. 

Lo! where yonder Don Saavedra 
Thro' the fquadrons flow retires, 

Proud Seville, his native city, 

Proud Seville his worth admixes. 

Clofe 
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Clofe behin3 a renegado 

Loudly fhouts, with taunting cry, 
" Yield thee, yield thee, Don Saavedra, 

« Doft thou from the battle fly ? 

" Well I know thee, haughty Chriftian, 
" Long I liv'd beneath thy roof; * 

" Oft I've in the lifts of glory 

" Seen thee win the prize of proof. 

u Well I know thy aged parent3, 

" Well thy blooming bride I know ; 

* c Seven years I was thy captive, 

" Seven years of grief and woe, 

'* May our prophet grant my wifhes, 

*' Haughty chief, thou {halt be mine! 

** Thou flialt drink that cup of forrow, 
" Which I drank when I was thine." 

Like a lion turns the warrior, 

Back he fends an angry glare; 

Whizzing came the Moorifh javelin. 
Vainly whizzing through the air. 

Back the hero, full of fury, 

Sent a deep and mortal wound ; 

Inftarit funk the renegado 

Mute and lifelefs on the ground. 
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With a thoufand Moors furrounded 
Bold Saavedra ftands at bay, 

Wearied out, but never daunted, 
Cold at length the warrior lay* 

Near him fighting great Alpnfo 

Long refills the Paynim bands, 

From his flaughter'd fteed difmounted, 
Clofeentrench'4 behind him ftands. 

Furious prefs the hofKIe fquadrons, 
Furious he repels their rage ; 

Lofs of blood at length enfeebles, 

Who can war with thoufands wage ? 

Where yon rock the plain o'erfhadows* 
Clofe beneath its foot retir'd, 

Fainting funk the bleeding hero, 
And without a groan expir'd. 

Count Urenna, badly wounded, 

Slowly from the fight withdrew. 

By a flcilful guide condu&ed, 

Who the rocky country kn$w. 

But illuftrious Don Alonfo 

Nobly won eternal fame. 
Ages (hall record his glory, 

Ages fhall revere his name. 



Thus 
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Thus fell the noble Alonfo de Aguilar, when their 
Catholic majefties, discovering the warlike refiftance of 
the Moon who inhabited the mountains, did not 
choofe to venture any move troops againfl- them. The 
Moors of the mountain, however, finding themfelves 
unable to exift independent of affiftance from Granada, 
partly croffed over to Africa, and partly fubmitted to. 
king Ferdinand, who received them with the greateft 
clemency* Such was the conclusion of the wars of 
Granada to the glory of our Lord. 
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m any of them fiaughtered - - - - - %%\ 

■ « t heir fpeech to Muza - - - - - 24* 

■ ■ g ive orders for the burial of their friends - - 243 

efcort king Boabdil to the Alcaraba * .- %6$ 

p erfift in the Abencerragcs' bariiihment - * - 27* 

——and rejoice at their departure - ~ 277 

-——their grief at bearing the dead bodies of their fVieads 

from the fquare • jaj 

■ a nd rage at feeing a guard appointed to the queen's cham- 
pions by Muza . . . 3x5 

——agree to admit king Boabdil into the city - ?$t 

— — againQr furrendering Granada - - 364 

m any deftroyed by* the Abencerragcs * - - 366 

—challenged fifty to fifty • * 374 

— — vanquiftied by the Abencerfages - • 375 

■ ■ ■ a lnaoft the whole race perim in a fkirmiflt « ibid 
—tumult on account of the Turkifh garments being found 37* 
— — finally baniflied to Africa - » 3*3 
Belinda married to an Abencerrage ' • 17$ 
Zulema Abencerrage married to Daraxa - . *jl 
» g oes to his Alcaydeuiip of Moclin - ' « as* 
»■■ a nd to the court of king Ferdinand * * »?p 
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